Every ‘destined’ matter has a set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)
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Fazlur Rehman
endorses
nationwide strike
by traders on
Aug 28

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUT) Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has announced his support for the nationwide
strike planned by traderson August 28,

In his statement, Maulana Fazlur Rehman expressed full
backing for the strike, and criticised inflation and unjust
taxes for worsening the public’s living conditions.

He accused the IMF-directed budget of depriving people
oftheir livelihoods
Rehman instructed JUT workers to \uppnn llw pc.zn.c!ul
strike and directed the party's by

country loactively participate in the pmh.sl

Cabinet approves
Rs20b for
Operation Azm-e-
Istehkam

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

The federal cabinet on Tuesday approved Rs20 billion for
Operation Azmec-Istchkam to tackle recent terronist

Caham.l.nlmappm\ s:! Rs 1.95 billion for FC
1o secure the Reko Dig project
More 1o read "I terrorists k:tlcd 14 secunity oflicials

liu. u\hm..l n.d.wu.d its expenses and

Additionally,
approved recommendations from the Right $
Committee lo cut costs [urther,

The decisions made 1 recent ECC meeting were also
approved

Lastly, the cabinet was updated on the transfer of PWD

stafl. PSDP projects
related to the Conv
Maintenance A broad

Barrister Gohar

denies existence

of any forward
bloc

agenda item
Recovery of

nd a review of
ntion on  the

A5

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan, stated that despite varous challenges.,
PTI members remained united, and there was no
forward bloc within the party.

Speaking to the media after a hearing on PTI's int
party election case at the Election Commission, Khan
mentioned that the party submitted documents for the
infra-party elections on March 8 for the third time but
hasvettoreceive a certificate.

He noted that the Supreme Court had ordered the
ation of 39 members as PTI MNAs, and the
Election Commission sought guidance from the
Supreme Court, hoping for a clearruling soon.

Khan also emphasised that the umﬁmln, provided for
3 i I

bletoall

He expr
would oceur on time,
cleansweepif they do.

ag confidence that local body elections
ith PTI expected to achieve a

Chief Editer

Wednesday
August 28, 2024
Page: 4 Rs: 20
Vol: 3 Issue:: 238

Islamabad

(©)+92 321 888 1135
Ring leader among 25 terrorists
killed in Tirah IBOs: ISPR

ISPR says four soldiers, having fought gallantly, embraced martyrdom during muitiple intel-hased operations

Simultaneously Publishing from Islamabad, Sargoctha & Karachi

¥ Soon Times Correspondent setbacks to Fitna-Al-Khwari) and its afliliate
pindi During the «d aperations
1 25 terrorists, including a ring leader, t conducted since August 20, the security

forces so far killed 25 terrorists, includi
ring leader named Abuza addam

| were gunned down by security forces in
multiple ongoing intelligence-based

" operations (IBOs) in Tirah valley of Khyber  “However, four soldiers, having fought
district sice August 20, the ||||]1[.|1'\ ‘smedia  gallantly, paid the ultimate sacrifice and
Wil g embraced martvrdom™, the ISPR added

ices Public Relations
are conducting

According o Iite “The heavy losses inflicted upon Fitna-Al-
arij in these operations is testament to the
valor and commitment ecurity forces to

eliminate the menace of terrorism from the

militant outfits
I-Ahrar”
. were based on

robust intelligence and resulted into major

ked a check post in
Central  Kurram,
mg mmartyrdom of one policeman

Urs of Hazrat Data Ganj
Bakhsh (RA) ends with
collective prayer

Soon Times m
Correspondent
LAHORE

The three-day Urs
uh.ln.nlmm of Hazrat
Data Ganj Bakhsh (RA)
concluded on Monday
night with a collective
praver.
The participants prayed
for peace and prosperity
of the country and its pe:
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar.
Punjab Minister Bilal n, Capi
(Retd) Muhammad Safdar and
hundreds of thousands of devotees
across the country participated in
the Urs celebrations of great Sufi
saint.
They bade a farewell o the annual
rich spiritual and cultural
rituals with the traditional
spirit which has been mai

President Zardari honours
Chinese General Li Qiaoming
with Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military)

President Asif Ali Zardari honored General
Li Qiaoming, with the lehan-l Imtiaz (Military).

The award was presented on Tuesday

wdr, which was attended
ry officials and members
ol parliament
The citation at
highlighted General Li Qinomin
four-decade eer, noting his
significant contributions  to the
Chinese military,
His intellect, administrative skills,
and dedication have camed him a
reputation a courageous and
apable officer. crucial in promoting
peace and stability in China and
bevond
General |
exceptional p:u

the ceremo

ions, Mahafil-g-8:
(Qawwali), Naat Khwani,
(recitation of Holy Quran).
The spiritual gatherings were
ed by noted Ulema
wd Gaddi Mashe
from all over the country
The district administration took
special measures to ensure security
for the devotees.
Hundreds of uniformed and
iclothes policemen. besides the
el ager personnel  were

Qirat

is renowned for his
~e.un:.!lwn and skills in
d stability around C!

Soon Tunes Comespondent

ISLAMABD:

l’n. dent Asif Al Zardari
1 ann\ma Com

As a [riend of

strengthened PuLJL hi sec)

(

g
the

Amy (PLA), with Nishan. with unwaveri deploved to check any miscreants
(Military) for his exceptional of I \.|I\nl|]c cmunlmunn of the 10th century saint from all ~ among the visitors who were
pivotal role in strengthening Sino-Pak parts of the country for three allowed entry from the walk-
defenserelations, participated in a number .-|‘ through gatesand metal detectors,

activiti

No Operation needed in Balochistan, single
SHO enough to end terrorism: Naqvi

@ [nterior Minister condemned recent terrorist attacks in Balochistan, calling it unacceptable.

including preaching

Soan Times Correspondent

that the federal government fully

mtimidate us. The terronsts \uﬂ

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi  supports the provincial soon receive a strong message.”
ated that ther leadership, heasserted

a major operat “The federal government is  Responding to a journalist's

as the terro standing firmly belind  Chiel'  guestion. Nagy ificd that the

can be dealt with by a single Mummlhu.u who will Iy Balochistan government is fully

decisions

alert and more determined than
ever to confront Lerrorism

He dismassed the need for a large-
seale operation, teiterating that
the terrorists are only a minor
threat, “These

terron
on receive a “clear

He
would
n Ihhxlnﬂau

more is happer

in
pressed deep
nover the incidents. calling
ate  them unacceptable

solidarity with. the |\\.\!ph. of  “These acts of terror are
Balochistan and to assure them  intolerable. but they cannot

had

tion will not require
pperations.

Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi seek post-
arrest bail in new
Toshakhana reference

Shehbaz says militant
attacks aimed at thwarting
China cooperatlon

Soon TimesCorrespondent
ISLAMABAD

A day after Balochistan
came under deadly attacks
launched by hardened
terrorists, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanil’ ruled out

address 1o
ng that the
50 wanted to

ants
drive a we
Islamabad and Beijing
iC. said to have
development

Premier Imran Khan, and
. Bushra Bibi, have
filed applications for post-

any talks with those | commitments worth | arrest bailin the Accountabilit
inst Pakistan, | el $65 billion, 15 part of | Courline ion to the new
¢ had come Chinese President Xi Toshakhana reference.

China-Paki
Corridor (CF
|

Economic
)" Prime

fions  were
v Ban TS
and Khalid

The bail appli
submitted thro
Salman  Safdar
Yousal Chaudhry.

to \lplllul terrorism from the
country.

He made these remarks while
ng a federal cabinet

Jinping's Bell and Road
initiative

Pakistan has not been able o
v build the infrastructure

needed to be notified

i > - Chaudhry requested that the

needed to tap mineral | Advocate Khalid Yousal Chaudhry L M
were the most widespread i 0 L m\'?rl ricken | s@ted that both Imran Khan and Applicatloneibe sel-fur n icarivg the
vears by ethnic militants Sources. N pove: e g R il dav aft but the court stafl
vears ethnic 8 Balochistan, and has sought | Bushra Bibi were curently on (8% 8 EE B b
eking to win secession of the judicial remand in the Toshakhana !

: China's help indeveloping the
resource-rich provinee, home SApANCEREORng the easc,

% 5C
o Provinece. -
to major China-led projects V! N He noted that NAB had filed a new
suchasa port anda goldand ~ CTIINASUPPORT nee in t
M ez apo In Beijing, China condemned
COPper Mune. & that the app!
*The terrorists want to stop ¢ attacks and vewed to | o oo oo
CPEC and development ~ MaiMtan its support for | "oy ooy indicated that the
o Pakistan's  counter-terrorism
projects. f said in a ot applic could not be scheduled
SHOTE for the following day as NAB also

190 million case was scheduled for
that day. mal impossible to hear
the bail applications.
The court subscquently
NAB to present all records related to
Khana case and scheduled
pplications for a hearing on

cks by separatist
militants in Pakistan's
southwestern province of
Balochistan are aimed at
stopping development
projects that form part of the

directed




Pak-China Strategic Cooperation

resident Asif Ali Zardari

has said that China is a

trusted and great friend of

Pakistan, and both countries

need to further strengthen

strategic cooperation for the

mutual benefit of the two sides.

He said that both countries

enjoyed historic relations,

spanning over seven decades,

and affirmed Pakistan’s resolve

to stand with China in view of the

changing global scenario.The

A President expressed these views
b= while talking to the visiting
= Commander of the Ground
Forces of the People’s Liberation

Qiaoming, who along with his
delegation, called on him, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.Welcoming the
Chinese Commander, the
President underscored the need
for further enhancing military
and defence cooperation, people-
to-people contacts, and cultural
linkages to bring the two
countries further closer. He said
that Pakistan was encouraging
the learning of the Chinese
language which would greatly
help promote people-to-people
ties. The President remarked that
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor was his initiative,
envisioned during his previous

) ) Army of China, General Li

tenure as the President of
Pakistan, He said that enemies of
Pakistan and China did not want
our bilateral relations to flourish,
adding the two countries should
work closely to overcome shared
challenges. Highlighting the
importance of Pak-China
friendship, General Li Qiaoming
said that the friendship between
two countries was
unbreakable. He added that both
to work
together to fight terrorism. He
also condemned yesterday’s
terrorist attacks in Pakistan and
offered his heartfelt condolences
to the government and people of

the

countries needed

Pakistan over the loss of
life.Earlier, President Asif Ali
Zardari conferred the award of e\
Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military) upon
General Li Qiaoming in
recognition of his meritorious
services rendered towards
enhancing defence cooperation
between Pakistan and China,
during a special investiture
ceremony held, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,
today.The Chinese Commander
thanked the President for the
conferment of the Nishan-i-
Imtiaz (Military) and said that
the award was a testimony of the
strong bonds between the two
countries.

Amjad Rana

polential impact of the heavy
rainfall and ensure public safety.
Accelerate the cleaning and
maintenance of siorm drains and
sewer systems in Karachi and

other vulnerable cities to ensure
efficient water drainage. Invest
in upgrading and expanding the

The Sindh government has been
alerted Lo the potential of up o
500mm of rainfall in lower
Sindh cities during the
forecasted period from August
27 to August 30, In responsc,
Chiel Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah convencd a  high-level
meeling where civie bodies, the
irrigation department, and other
kev stakcholders
instructed to prepare for the
possibility of scvere urban
Nooding and related challenges.
Karachi city faced severe
flooding. with several key roads
and arcas inundated. The rainfall
led 10 considerable disruption.
widespread power outages. and
loss of life. Several arcas were
submerged, causil
traffic jams and stranding
residents. The city faced severe
flooding. with several key roads
and inundated.
Widespread power outages. and
loss of life. all departments to be
vigilant. particularly in citics
like Thatta, Sujawal, Badin, and
Tando Muhammad Khan.
Preventive
cleaning storm drains. patrolling
river embankments, and
ensuring that emergency
supplics and cquipment are
ready for deployment. The
autherities have also established
a rain-emergency cell to
coordinate efforts and assist the

were

scvere

arcas

measures  include

public during this period. The
Local Government Department
has taken sieps to clean major
storm water drains in Karchi
and maintain drainage systems
inother large cities. The PDMA
has slocked essential supplics
like tents, aulin  sheets,
mosquito nets, and hy gicne kits,
ready for dispaich if needed.
Machinery has been arranged to
pump out water from low-lying
areas.  the heavy mains and
advised the Fisherices
Department to warn fishermen
to take precautions. The
irrigation department has been
dirccted to patrel river
embankments and monitor the
situation closely to prevent any
breaches or flooding. A rain-
cell

emergency has been
established at the CM
Secretarial for citizens to lodge
complaints or seck help. the

Irainage infrastructure to handle
future extreme weather events,
Deploy water pumping
equipment to low-lying arcas in
advance o manage water
accumulation and prevent urban
flooding. Increase patrols and
monitoring of
cembankments

river

d key water
channels to promptly address
any breaches or overflows.
Conducl extensive awareness
campaigns through media.
alerting the public about the
dangers of entering the sca and
other high-risk arcas during the
rainfall period. Establish rapid
response teams in cach district
lo assisl in cvacuation. rescuc
operations, and providing relief
1o affected populations, Set up
emergency coordination centres
across the province to facilitate

real-time communication
belween government agencics.
the military, and local
authorities. Maintain and
publicize the rain-emergency
cell hotline. ensuring cilizens
can quickly repert issues and
receive assistance.  Ensure the
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) has sufficient supplics.
including tents. hygiene Kits,
and food items. and streamline
distribution channels to affected
arcas. Deploy health workers to
provide medical carc and
distribule  mosquite nets and
waler purification tablets to
prevent the spread of
waterborne diseases. By
implementing these solutions,
the Sindh government can
effectively manage the
anticipated heavy rainfall,
minimize the impact on
communitics, and ensure ;lS\\'In

heaviest m the city's history,
leading to extensive damage to
property and infrastructure. In
July 2009, Karachi experienced
around 245mm of rain in just a
few hours. On July 24, 2003,
Karachi received approximately
133mm of rain within a few
hours. This heavy downpour led
to significant flooding across the
city. with many roads and low-
Iying arcas becoming
impassable. Karachi received
around 207mm of rain in August
1979, The city experienced
severe urban floeding. causing
widespread damage to
infrastructure and propeny. The
1979 rain is remembered as one
of the most significant rain
events in Karachi's history.
These instances highlight the
vulnerability of Karachi to
heavy rains, particularly given
its challenges with drainage and
urban infrastructure. Each event

has prompied calls for improved
infrastructure and disaster
preparedness to better manage
future rainfall events. Lahore,
like Karachi. has experienced
several significant instances of
heavy rainfall that have led to
urban flooding and other
challenges. heavy rainfall
events in Lahore's history. In
July 2018. Lahore recorded
288mum of rainfall within just 10
hours. making it one of the
heaviest rainfalls in the city's

history. Thisextreme downpour
led to widespread floodi
many arcas of Lahore. including
the iconic Mall Road and several
residential neighbourhoods. In
September 2014, Lahore
experienced around 200mm of
rainfall over a 24-hour period.
The heavy rain caused exiensive
urban flooding. with many
streets and low-lying areas
submerged. In August 2011,
Lahore received 170mm of rain
in a single day. This rainfall
caused severe flooding across
the city. partic
lying arcas. On July 13, 1980,

arly in low-

P o any
that may arise. Karachi has
experienced several instances of
heavy rainfall that have led to

icant

sig challenges.
including urban flooding and
infrastructure damage. Karachi
received record-breaking
rainfall in August 2020, with
some arcas recording over
230mm in a single day. This
resulted in widespread urban
Mooding. power oulages, and
significant disraption to daily
life. The rain in August 2020
was considered one of the

Lahore ded approxi Iy
207mm of mainfall in a single
day. Lahore witnessed around
221mm of rain on August 6.
1976. The downpour led to
severe urban flooding, with
several key roads and arcas
submerged under water. These
instances highlight the
challenges Lahore faces with
heavy rainfall. Each cvent has
underscored the need for beter
infrastructure  planning and
flood management strategics in
thecity,

Kashaf Waqar
—_—
In a stark contrast between the
current situations in Bangladesh
and Pakistan, Bangladeshi
students have showna powerful
reaction against their
government, while the Pakistani
government continues (o
struggle with unrest and
dissatisfaction among its
people. The recent protests in
Bangladesh have gained
attention worldwide. as students
took 1o the streets demanding
safer roads and betlier
governance. The movement
gathered momentum after two
students were killed in a road
accident. sparking anger and
frustration among the youth.
Bangladeshi Prime Minisier
Sheikh Hasina's escape to India
further fueled the fire. with
critics accusing her of evading
TCSpor ty for the crisis.On
the other hand. the Pakistani
government is currently facing
numerous challenges, including
economic instability, political
turmoil, and a lack of trust
among the people. The recent
arrest of opposition leaders and
crackdown on dissent has
further strained the relationship
between the government and its
citizens.Comparing the
reactions of the people of
Pakistan to those of
Bangladesh, itis evident that the
Bangladeshi people arc more

Bangladeshi students are raisingtheir
voice against the government, hut Pakistanis
need more effort to awake.

vocal and proactive in
expressing their grievances and
demanding change. While the
Pakistani government continues
1o face criticism and backlash. it
remains to be seen whether they
will take heed of the people's
demands and work towards a
more transparent and
accountable system.As the
world waltches these
developments unfold. the
contrast between the two
countrics serves as a stark
reminder of the power of the
people and the imporance of
holding governments
accountable for their actions,
Bangladesh's current situation
highlights the strength and
determination of its youth,
while Pakistan's challenges
underscore the need for
meaningful reform and dialogue
between the government and ils
citizens. It is a testament to the
power of peaceful protest and
the role of young people in
shaping the future of their
countrics, The actions of
Bangladeshi students have
inspired hope and solidarity
among many., while the
situation in Pakistan serves as a
cautionary ftale of what can
happen when the voices of the
people arc ignored.In
conclusion. the contrast
between the reactions of
Bangladeshi students and the
Pakistani government
highlights the importance of

accountability and
responsiveness in- governance.
It is a reminder that the power
ultimately lies with the people.
and that change can only come
about whenvoices are heard and
actions are taken. As we
continue to witness these events
unfold. let us reflect on the
power of unily, courage. and
determination in the face of
adversity. and the role cach ol us
can play in shaping a more just
and cquitable  future.
The accomplishment
of making Pakistan's foreign
policy sustainable through the
promotion of mercantilist has
been the main source of ils
cconomic dominance and
strategic freedom. Morcover. in
recent vears, these problems
have become even more
important inevaluating whether
this approach is really justificd
and whether it is even effective,
The record-high trade deficits of
Pakistan have prompled querics
regarding the viability of its
mercantilist policies. The
country's exports have lagged
behind the imports. resulting in
a rade deficit that has grown
and put pressure on foreign
exchange reserves. Along with
that. Pakistan's exports still rely
on a few commoditics, such as
lexliles and cotton. a situation
that leaves the country in the
hands of the everchanging
global demand and prices.

Pakistan aims to raise $4bn from
Middle Eastern banks, SBP governor

Jameel Ahmad says recent interest rate cuts have slowed
down inflation and brought current account under control

KARACHI:

Looking to plug its extemal
cing gaps. Pakistan plans to
up to $4 billion from Middle
stermn commercial banks by the

i 3 nor of
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
Jameel Ahmad. told Reuters on
Tuesday.

The governor's oplimism slems
from the government's efforts to
oll over $12 billion in loans from
China, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab {UAE).
a
Inn a wide-r
the wire, the §

external

additional
financing required lor IMF'
approval of a $7 billion bailout

billion in

programme
Additionally, as per sources, the
government has requested an extra
512 lion loan from Saudi
Arabin 1o bridge a $2 billion
financing gap

: an and the IMF reached an
agreement on the loan programme
in Ju jeel to approval from
board and it
confirmation off

However, the country is missing
from the IMF agenda until

September 4, 2024, according to
the lender's schedule of its
Executive Board
released on August 26,
Asked aboul monetary policy,
Abhmad said recent interest rale
cuts in Pakistan have had the
desired effect, with inflation
continuing to slow and the current
aceount remaining under control,
despite the e
Pakistan's annual consumer price
mdex inflation was 11.1% m July,
having fallen from highs of over
3

meetings

30%in 202

ary Policy Committee
w all these
developmer Ahmad  said,
adding that future rate decisions
tbe pre-determined
s for two
historic
and will
again lo review monetary
policy onSeptember 12
"Now we have to foeus on growth
and other related areas because
those are also ¢qually important
for job ereation and other
sociogconomic said
Ahmad
He added that the central bank's
mandate was lo ensure pric
financial stability before shi

issues.”




Professors &

Lecturers Protest

Outside The Sargodha Press Club

Soon Times Correspondent

E n
Division, Prof. I)r Sal

Ahmed Nadeem, President of
Piplan Sargedha Di
Prof. Dr. Hafiz Muha
Ramzan and others have
the
2 with
the government college
teachers. They said that our
e very reasonable
and legitimate d Is. Our first demand
is that the Secretary Higher Education
should
orders of
upgradation and not dislocate any lecturer.

Our second demand is that promotion link
should be conducted or
should also be conducted online. F P
should be appointed immediately in those
colleges of odha division which do not
havea permanent principal, Director Colleges

should also be

ap|mm|ul on permanent
basis. The transfer
policy should berevised
and the transfer process
should be initiated. The
third demand is for pay
and service prote
This long ding
demand should be
|plu\u| Immediate
ixation of college
dre under the four-
grade formula to create
scope for promotion i each grade is
needed. They further said that the process
of departmental promotion is extremely
slow. It should be expedited on an urgent
basis

Tajll' Dost Scheme Is
Economic Murder Of People:
Sajid Hussain Tarar

Soon Times Correspondent
argodha
The August 28"

strike is not a problem of
any trade o ation or anyone’s ego. ILis
the collective interest of traders. On August
28, all the traders should participate in the
strike and give a positive message to the
government on their behall” that now it is
not the traders' lum to pay laxes, bul the
chtes. The elites should end their
extravagances so that the tax burden on (|‘I|.'

Sajid Hussain Tarar,
President of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. He e Dost
Scheme is economiec murder of people.
People are already paying huge illegal
taxes in electricity bills. We reject the Tajir
Dost Scheme.

were expre:

Two-Day Training Workshop on Gender
Transformative Approaches Concludes
Successfully in Sanghar

SoonTimes Correspondent

Sanghar

A I\\n-ll.l\ training \\\!rl.\lmp on Gender
T A i by

the National Di d Dev clopment
Forum (NDI) in collaboration
with Pathfinder International

awareness i transforming  traditional
nder roles and reducir d

The workshop was led by Ms.

a Ishfag, a seasoned tminer from

Pathfinder Intemational. who |\m\'ulud in-

depth insight

ting

successfully today. The event saw the

participation of 30 individuals from
diverse sectol all committed to
advancing der eq v and
empowerment. Dr. Daulat Ali Jamali,

District Health Officer (DHO) Sanghar,
graced the occasion as the chiel guest. In
his address, Dr Jamali lughl:"hlul the
of gender equality Imlmm.

mn various community and

ional settings. Her sessions were
interactive, uuunmum
hall gender

develop more equitable policies and
. Mr. Tariq Hussain Channar,

1 formative

ies in the broader contest of
mmunity development and disabi
rights. He underscored ND

partners like Pathfinder International to
create an environment where gender
ity is at the forefront o
.x}wrn at the ev

(DRR) ()Hlu.r In n the
Administration, who discus
intersection of gender and d
resilience, and Mr ndar ]l.nhar
Program Manager Pathfinder
focused on the
efforts to in
into health
Additionally,
Soomro, Project
ared the impact of

gender considerations
development projects
Mnlmmm.r.d Ash

commitment to appl
gained during
respective
Pathfinder Int
gratitude to
stakeholders, reite
collaboration to
transformative chang
beyond

CBA Staged Protest Against Privatization
of WAPDA At FESCO Circle Office

SoonTimes Correspondent

godha:
WAPDA Hydro Electric Workers Union

a protest a
CO Cirele Off
plovees participated in

privatization
large number of

the protest camp by locking the offices,
raised slogans and protest against
ation. Chairman Zonal Circle Rao
Zonal § ary Nasir, Malik
4 avat and others said, we appeal
to the government to stop the privatization
of WAPDA. The previous agreements with
IPPs also caused us g ham. The
companies which were privatized earlier
are also in losses. This department was
established by the blood and sweat of the
people and the employ for which

numerable employees bmitted
testimonies. Privatization will not be
tolerated under any circumstances. Every
govermnment took steps to privatize
WAPDA. This government is preparing to
sell every depariment including Schoals.,
PWD, WAPDA. If" the government does
top, we will ereate such a situation that
wvernment will notexist.

Federal Minister For Energy (Power
Division) Visited IESCO Head Office

Soon Times Correspondent
|4E.m\.|l'u\l

Minister of Energy (Power
I)P\I*IUHJ Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan
along with Federal Seeret
(Power Division) Dr. Muhammad
Fakhre Alam Irfan and other senior
officers visited  Islamabad
\up]!h Company CO)
.| man Board of Directors
Tahir Masood gave a
g to the Federal
¢ (Power Division)
about the adm and operational
alfairs of [ESCO. Federal Mimister
stated that the Government of Pakistan

Minister of

and the Mi of Energy (Power
Division) ma a zero-tolerance
policy towards n.h.cmul\ theft and their
facilitators. He emphasized the
importance of 100% recovery of dues
from both government and private
consumers, assurimg that IESCO has the
Tull auppurl of the Govermnment of
P - of Energy. and law
nnlnrwmwl agenc in this regard. He
0 CEQ  Muhammad
em Jan to ensure the immediate
v of the relief of PKR 14 per unit
announced by the Punjab Government,
1o domestic consumers. He stressed that
any delay in this process would not be

tolerated and that the
entire reliel distribution
would be closely
monitored o ensure
parency. Sardar
s Ahmad Khan
Leghari further
highlighted that
¢ the most
et of any
and  the
provision of quality and
timely services,
ceurate meter
readings, and prompt
bill delivery must be

The Open Courts Of
DPO Hafizabad Are
Mere Formality; Citizens
Aren't Informed

SoonTuncsCarrcspondcm
indi Bl
'I'hc open couns of DPO Hafizabad are
limited to mere formality only. DPO is
selling up open courts on he order of
Chief Minister Punjab to provide quick
and cheap justice to the citizens. But when
the citizens will not be informed about the
open courls, how will they be able to
express theirproblems. While open courts
are Kept hidden from journalists.
Yesterday also. DPO Hafizabad held an

open court in Pindi Bhattian, which
neither citizens nor journalists were
informed about. Due to this. like the
carlier open court. this open court was
also leftasa mere forn v. Public circles
are concemed about the situation that the
complaints of the cilizens are increasing
day by day in the police stations and the
crimes are also increasing. Bul instead off
open courts, the district head of police is
making up foritby setting up secretcourts

No Trader Is Negotiating With
The FBR Representative:
Business Leaders

Soon Times Correspondent
Ih!dlil-lb@ld

August 28. The strike will prove to be a
public referendum. We will not pay taxes
for the luxuries of the rulers. While holding
a press conference at the National I’rcw

Club Islamabad, the bu
President of the Central Assoc
Tajran  Pakist Kashil C|
President of All Pakistan Ba
Association Shafique Qureshi. Secre
General Mazloum Mughal and others
that an attempt is being made to spread
misunderstanding regarding the strike on
Iraders across the country
r that no trader is negotiating
BR repre: Both the
major business organizations of the

country  had announced a nationwide
shutdown on August 16. I the government
was serious, it would have had twelve days
to negotiate. The bus
negoliations with the government bul
failed. On August 28, there will be a
complete shutdown across the country
from Khyber to Karachi
against mnere: 1 h]il‘e and
unnecessa not pay
monthly orqwnrl»rh tax. People are fed up
with the governmenl. The government has
also imposed taxes on food items in the
budget. They demanded the government to
withdraw the oppressive tay i
Scheme -.md hike in eleetri

s levied inall
seclor.

ECP fixes contempt case against
PTI founder, Fawad for hearing

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

‘CP) fixed the hearing of the contempt
gainst Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal (PT1)
founder Tmran Khan and former Federal
rFawad Chaudhry,

P bench headed by Member Sindh
Misar Durrani will hear the contempt case
on September 4. During the last I
Fawad Chaudhry appeared before the
.:ml mnl.hnum. to submit the rep!,

PTl founder I

Chaudhry for allegedly using derogatory

language against the election watchdog.

It 1s pertinent to mention that PTI founder
Imran Khan and former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry were indicted in the in the
case onJanuary
In August 2022, lhm I‘(.I’ issued notices to
the founder of PTT and others for allegedly
intemperate” language against Chiel
on Commissioner (CEC) Sikander
Sultan Raja and the ¢lectoral watchdog.

The political leaders repeatedly ‘lambasted”
the commissionand CEC Sikandar Raja and
termed the electoral body a “subsidiary of
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz”,

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules For Today

Soon Times Correspondent

ensured. He also

mentioned that the

pl i of electricity theft

is possible by leveraging modem
technology in the power sector Company (

Regarding the high cost of elect he

being taken to provide ch
eleetneity o esteemed consumers and
that they would soon receive more good
news in this regard. Dr. Talur Masood,
Chairman [ESCO Board of Directors,
assured Federal Minister that TESCO
would meet the targets set for it. The
meeling was altended by other IESCO
board members and sentor management

According to Islamabad Eleetrie Supply
COY's spokesman,
Mamtenance/Developmes

mentioned feedersiareas will be | ILIl\pnml'_\
suspended as per given schedule:

On 28th August 2024, From 06:00 AM to
11:00 AM, Islamabad Cirele, F-114
Feeder. Rawalpindi City Cirele. Officer
Colony, Tench Bhatta, Nust Road, SM Din,
i-Block, FOECHS Feeders. Ra nlpmdl
i Circle, Zed
Awan, Mohra N: ;
Lala Zar, Lalkarti Feeders, Allm.l. Cirele.

Shakurdara, Kashif Gul, New City Block
A. New City Block G, Naw haheed,
Kohsar Colony, Kala Khan Feeders,
Jhelum Circle, City Gujar Khan, Captain
Nisar Mangala, Madu
Feeders, Chakwal Circle. Mugl
. Dhoda, Toba, Alunedabad, Rawal
feeders, From 08:00 am to 12:00 Noon,
slamabad  Circle, PC, TDCP, MCM,
ial, Kohala, Sunny Bank feeders and
surrounding areas will remain closed
IESCO  management apologizes to its
esleemed customers for the power oulage
If the work is completed ahead of time, the
power supply can be restored even before
the scheduled time.
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Tulsi Gabbard, who ran
for 2020 Democratic
nomination, endorses
Trump against former

foe Harris

hering her shift away from the
L o represent four vears
hersell’ to the GOP
Vice Pr
liw ch

np in Detroit,
(mbh al Guard veteran who
5¢ ity in the Middle F
before representing Hawaii in the ULS
House, said the GOP nominee
“understands the grave responsibility that
nder in chief bears

forevery si
The pair apy
Association of the United States on the
third anniversary of the Aj 26, 2021,
suicide bombmg at Hamid Kar:
International Airport, which killed 13118
service members and more than 100

Afghanistan
Taliban govt
rejects criticism of
morality law as
‘arrogance’

l\!\lilll

hanistan's Taliban authorities
ponded 1o eriticism of recently

codified morality rules. saying rejecting
the le; ion withos mul:r anding

covsy domplutely. s g
raise their voices in puhlh. among n(]lcr
rules restricling women's mov §
and behaviour, according to a 3 le
law announced on Wednesday by the
Justice ministry
Tt imposes wide-ranging stipulations
including rules on men's ¢l
attending prayers as well as
keeping photos of living
homosexuality. animal fightin
music in public and nol
holidays.

Gaza ceasefire

flee after new evacuation orders

CAIROD/GAZA

Isracl issued new evacuation
ders [ur Deir Al-I i
a Strip late on
v, torcing more families
forces

people at a school in Ga
medics said

intended to 2
group Hamas
operating inthearea

nd others  families and

Al-Agsa Hospital. the

beginning of the 10-month
promplir
Pales
and relief

shelter, for
bombardm:
The hospit;
covered by
nolice

M
(MSF) sa
on Sunda
explosion
meters (820 feet) aw:

i
oflicials over the
nxlwlnmnl'luu\mml;:r n zones

]u.,xu

Isi mll mili
in rlain zones o
|n|mu|. tely to the west
v are in is "considered a
scombat zone”
1 strikes killed at
Palestin on  lreatme
iid. Two were
lah, where 100 remain in the hospital,
ion people were  seven in the intensive ca
sheltering. two ataschoolinthe it said,
Al-Nuseirat camp and nimstry

the southem city of Ra
° t‘ &i
A )|

move
s the

seven

\

eina
il Yuums and two
a City,

mt The new orders foreed many
ents Lo leave

medical ility in Deir
Balah, where hundred
the most since the thousands of residents

displaced people had taken
fear

lose to the area
the evacuation

Frontiéres

f
MSF-supported Al-Agsa

From around 630 patients. only

with
e unit
citing Gaza's health

hopes dim, families

Al MeALLEN, Tes
anid A federal judge in Texas on
3 Monday paused a Biden
administration pol that
would give spouses of LS.
citizens legal statu;
without having to first
leave the country, deali
al least a temporary
to one of lhu
idential o

of

r Judge in Texas orders

pause on Biden program

that offers legal status to
spouses of US citizens

hto citizenshipin yea

applications

rative stay issued by U.S. District Judge J.
Barker comes just days after 16 states, led by Republican attorneys
general, challenged the program that could benefi
igrants in the country, plu
accused theadministration of bypassing Congress

L]JI!II\N' th \E.!IL Ins Iv.ul to pay tens of millions of dollars a
from health care to law enforcement because of |
dent Joe Biden announced the program in June. The court order,
which lasts for two weeks but could be extended. comes one week
after the Department of Homeland Security began accepting

s
ampbell

an estimated
about 50,000 of their

xas, which in the la

igrants |
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Pakistan placed in same group as
India for Women's T20 World Cup

The highly-anticipated ninth edition of mega tournament has heen moved from Bangladesh to URE

Sports Reporter

Pak Women have been placed
alongs India Women and  six-time
champion Australia Women the
tonal Cricket Council on Monday
announced fixtures and groups for this
s Women’s T20 World Cup 2024,

alia are also the defending champion
asthey won the last T20 World Cup in 2020,
trouncing India in the final by 85 runs

I an will play their first match on
October 3 against Sri Lanka and encounter
India on October 6, intheir second

The highly-anticipated ninth edition of the
tournament been moved from
I‘uluﬂ! 10 |l|c. IU\I after political
n country amid
st month.
he event will now be played in Duba
ah in October
“The groups remain the same with Australia
de 2020 rumners-up Ind
New Zealand. Asian
kistan and Sri Lanka in Group A,
the1CC amnounced inahandout

nd

drawn

PCB announces
five mentors for
Champions One

Day Cup teams

LAHORE
The Pakist s 4
the mmnlmull of. fve miaars for th
ng in the Champions One Da
mentors were
Sarfar;

Mariah Carey's mother and sister
died on the same day. The singer
says her 'heart is broken’

LOSANG

Mariah C mother Patric

Alison both died on the same day. the s
My heart is broken that I've lost iy molher this

past weekend.

Sadly, in a tragic tum of events. my sister lost

same day,” the Grammy -winning

at 1 was able to spend the last
week with my mom before she passed.” the
statement :umu\uu,! “I appreciate evervone”
cet for my privacy

nlur:ng Lh

hmm reported Monday that Alison,
anged from
63 from. wmpln..umm with her organ function
and that she had been i hospice care.

cit first ass
One Day Cup,
12. PCB offic
brought extensive
The officials mnl.
commilted to stre
zh a robust structure.

«d that the PCB was
domestic ericket

People M: first reported the news of their

s statement.

mined opera singer who
Carey ‘.mhl\ ag an inspiration to her from a
young age.

“1 would sing little tunes around the house. to
my mother’s delight. And she always
encouraged me,” she wrote in her 2020 memaonr,

clashed.
confusion,
nunsafesituations

“The Meaning of Mariah Carey.”
Patris
Carey, the
when the “Vision of Love’
grew up in Suflolk County on Long Island and
lived primarily with her mother after her
parents’ divorce. [er father died of cancer in
2002 at age 72

Carey
with her mother and her sisi
which she wrote that she

was previously
ather

d 1o Alfred Roy
The parents divoreed
singer was 3. Carey

ger’s

detailed her complicated
er in her memeonr,
nd her mother often
ausing her to feel much pain and
nd aceused her sister of puttin,
1child

ionship

her

damaged encrg

Pre:

forced to imple:
to stabilize thy
He urged Uk

“In order to stop the barbarie shel
Ukrainian cifie:

the pla
are launched ™ Shmy
the support of our
make
ULS. Presid u\l Jm Biden called the Russian
attack on ene

Russia's deadly
overnight barrage

of missiles and

drones hits over
half of Ukraine

KYIV. Ukraine
Russia Imll\.n.d much of Ukraine on firing

s that killed
dozen and

ttacks that
dent anml\ myr Zelenskyy described

o" number OF dionos b
Dt and continued thrg

the country w
kiv region and

hat most ol
from the K|

Kyiv to Odesa and the west

Explosions were heard in the eapital of
Kyviv. Power and water supplics in the city
were disrupted by the

Khitsehkosaid.
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Sh
said Russia fired dror
hypersonic ballistic K

ck. Mayor Vitali

myhal
cruise missiles and
izhal missile 15
more than hall” the

from wh

infrastructure

the resilien

The Russian Deli
chs used “lor
-based

¢ Ministry ‘..m[ the
g-range precision air- and
weapons and  strike  drones.
energy  infrastructure
at support the operation of
military-industrial complex. All
ted Lnruh werehit”

Golden Paralympics
can boost Ukraine's
disabled veterans, says
star fencer

PARIS

Ihe Paris Paralvmpies are hugely
significant for powerhouses U rine
a5 great performances can help
maimed veterans come to terms with
theirnew circumstances,
The 25 r-old savs
impressive medal hauls have raised
respect for disabled people in
Ukraine to the b t level it b
ever been

However, for those who have
sulTered life-chan, injurieson the
battlefield since Russia invaded in
February 2022, adjusting mentally is
.ntmﬂmu mitsell

Hence why Manko savs it is
mperative he and his tcammates
maintain Uk pre-eminence
when the imr:ﬂ_\-mpm begin on
Wednesday = they finished third in
the medals table in Rio and sixth in
Tokye.

“[t not only helps boost morale back
home, it helps disability in society,"
Manko told AFP by phone (rom his
training camp last week

“Afler the last Paralympics Ukraine
2ot so many medals we inspired the
nation and I think we are now at the

previous

highest level
acceplance.

"Thatis really important right now a
there are a lot of myured soldiers
without legs, hands and in
wheelch:

of disability

- important for them to
accepled in

society
The challenge
though is

ing the Ukrainians
v have had to cope
with hugely disrupted preparations.,
Just like many ol their compatriots
who experience hardship just going
about theird:
Manko has at least been able to train
in Germany after he and his fencin
teammates were first invited there
v by their

wo vears German

counterparts.
Many though, like Tokye bronze
medallist swimmer Anna Hontar, a
two-time world champion in the 30
metres freestyle. have not been s

— she adds preparations have been
tough
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