And you will soon come to know. (Al-Qur’a;

PM reiterates
resolve for social,
economic uplift
of minorities

Soon Times Correspondent

er Shehbaz Shanf on Sunday reaffirmed

the resolve to work for the social uplift and integration

of all theminorities in Pakistan.

“I extend my heartful greetings 1o the Christian

community of Pakistan and around the world, on the
[ Faster,” the prime minister said in a

ter Shehbaz Shanif on Sunday reaffirmed
the resolve to work for the social uplift and integration
of all theminorities in Pakistan.

Punjab Assembly
session summoned
on opposition’s
requisition

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

summoned on the requisition of o ppe
As per the details, speaker Malik Muhammad
Ahmad Khan has summoned the session for
Monday April 1 at 11.am. A notification in this
regard has already beenissued by the speaker.

Also Read: Punjab Assembly approves budget for

Chief Editor
Shah Muhammad Awan

Monday
1st April, 2024
Page: 4 Rs: 21
Vol: 4 Issue: 92
Sargodha

www.soontimes.pk

Simultaneously Publishing from Islamabad, Sargodha and Karachi

'Pakistan wants to join hands with US for
global peace, security', Shehbaz tells Biden

Pakistan attaches high importance to its ties with US: PM Shehbaz.

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

Resp ng toa letter of US President
Joe Biden d er Shehbaz
Sharil has said that Pakistan desires o
work with the Umlu.l S for the
acl
peace and stability as well as regi
progressand prosperity.

The premier also said that both
have bccn worki

nge. agriculture,
he tors.

PM Shehbaz said that Islamabad
attached high importance 1o its tics
with Wasington,
The cooperation between the two
countries on energ tor and Green
Alliance framework were welcoming,
said the PM

Earlier, the Pre: ot Biden had
addressed a letter 1o Premier Shehbaz
in which he extended felicitation to
the new govemment. He further

upon the “enduring
pa between the US and
Pakistan.
In the first diplomatic

correspondence between the U

the new govemment in P
Biden had vowed that Washington
would “"continue 1o stand with
Pakistan” in tackling the "most
pressing global and regional

challenges”
The letter

held significance as
with the White
red after the cipher
saga and all, the
former nu
Tehreek-e

Biden, in his letter, had written: “The
enduring parmership between our
nations remains critical to \}ilzﬂll’i\lg
ity of our people and
¢ arcund the \mrld and the
i te to stand
le the most
d regional

wred
reater health
ity. economic growth, and
accesstoeducation forall.
our US-Pakistan 'Green
Alliance’ framework. we will also
continue to strengthen our climate
support su
e and waler management,
it with Pakistan’s recovery
from the devastating floodsin 2022,
he had added.

ble

Maryam vows to protect
Christian community
and thelr rights

Soon Times Correspondent

SHEIKHUPURA

Punjab  Chief’ Minister Maryam N‘mn/ on
Sunday pledged to proteet the san
“hristian religious sites and uphold minority

n conveyed this message on Faster at a
ceremony in Sheikhupura, where she chose to
celebrate the rel festival
alongside the Christian community,

Reflecting on her upbringing, she expressed
pride in attending a convent school from the age
of fouruntil 10th grade.

Maryam altributed her personal growth and

ent not only to her parents but also to the
\d fathersat the Christian school who

nteachers.

ister highlighted the importance of
nstilled in her by the
ivotal role in her lite

ool . stating th:
crhupnmm.
¢ un.m\u.d the llr\l verse of the Quran,
s the God of all worlds.
m\duswnng the unity of humanity under the
divine.

n shared that her father. Nawaz Sharif, had
emphasized the importance of minonty
and she conveyed his greetings to the
tian community on Easter. She also expressed
on for the first Sikh minister and
d hlmou his appointment.

s I dud the achievements and
ity. as wellas
stice Comelius for promoting the
rule of law and fair justice. and Cecil Chaudhry
(CC)for his service in the PakistanAir Foree.

PTI made Aseefa
Bhutto's victory as MNA
controversial: i

Correspordent
Party (PPP)

the Grand Democratic
(GDA) and JUI-F

ie nomination
amimad

il Ascefn Bhutlo
'd she would ha
A

further revealed that
p g
the dues

), prompting him to
withdraw in favour of the PPP.

financial year 2023-24
The political uumm inflation and law and order
\muld be di;

PBC, HCBA Abbottabad support Tassaduq
Jillani-led commission while PTI rejects

Soon Times Correspondent
SI

issued by theassembly secretaniat.

I the session was pmmgucd for indefinite
time period on S after the approval of
supplementary budget by the House.

chicf justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani,
appointed 1o investigate allegatio
levelled by six judges of the Islamabad
High Court (IHC). PBC Vice-Chairman

3BHALWAL

INDLISTRIAL ESTATE

Kamran Bashir Mughal expressed
optimism that Justice Jillani would conduct
an unbiased. nd free inquiry into the
matter.

The Punjab Bar Council (PBC) has
welcomed the commission led by former

PIA suspends Hina
Sani after her arrest
in Canada in passport
fraud case

EMPOWERING INDUSTRIES
ENRICHING FUTURE

First come - First serve

Industrial plots for sale

Bhalwal Industrial Estate

SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE

Uninterrupted supply of gas and electricity

One time exemption on all custom duties &
taxes on import of plant and machinery

RAWALPINDI

(Web Desk) — Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)

has taken action against its flight attendant Hina
ani who was briefly held at Toronto Airport for

ving passports not issued to her for international

Hina Sani, a member of cabin crew, was arrested in
Toronto on PIA Flight PK-789. Canadian
immigration authorities confiscated multiple
passports from her The action was taken after Sani
put the country’s flag carrier in bad light due to
several scandals.

The crew member, along with two others from the
same [light, was initially detained but later released
afler investigations.
PIA management shortly suspended crew member
and stated that further action would be taken based
on the Canadian customs' investigation report.

A PIA spokesperson told media that the airline was
cooperaling with Canadian authorities and that the
suspended crew member would face additional
departmental and legal actions based on the inquiry
report. The crew members are expected to neturn to
stanover the weekend.

PIA crew member broughta bad name to Pakistan as
last month another air hostess Maryam Raza slipped
away inCanada,

| 10 year exemption on inccj|rne tax
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- Mahfil Shabeena at Faisal Masjid

Mahfil Shabeena would The completion of the
Holy Quran in Mabhfil
Shabeena would take place
on the 27th night of
Ramazan, he added. Umar
Butt said the winners in the

Mahfil Shabeena would
start at Faisal Masjid from

respective provinces in the
Mahfil
alongside the Huffaz of

continue for seven Shabeena,
Sunday organized by the
Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony.According to the
Ministry’s Spokesperson
Muhammad Umar Butt,

consecutive days from
Dawah Academy, who
would also be accorded the
honor of reciting the Holy
Quran during the event.

Isha prayer to midnight. He
said Mahfil Shabeena
would continue from 21st
to 27th Ramazan in the last
Ashra of sacred month.

competition would serve
as ambassadors for their

W

economy of rld Water Week and

”Dete_riorating
Pakistan an

I Tariq khan Yousafza I

Evervone 1s a
the declining econom
of Pakistan in their own way, but
what are the real facts? And what
internal

vzing
tuation

are the and external

motivations that are ¢

ing the
deterioration of the Pak
No member of the
mtelleetual class can deny that if
China is gradually becoming an
economic champion, on the other

cconomy

hand. it is influencing all the
affairs of the world in one way or
another. The best example of this

is that at the moment Due to the
slowdown in the Chinese
economy, the dollar rate is
inereasing due to the oil demand
in China, which has an impact on
Pakistan
Ll

well. Due to the

nthe value of the

ent i
dollar, a sharp increase in
flation is possible. When we
saw the spurt in dollar demand in
the light of the International
Monetary  Fund's guidance,
where the rupee has continued o
depreciate, the

inflationary  storm  has
unannounced. Two or three days
later, the Pak CUrrency
decreased further in the interbank
market. After that, at the end of
the business, one American dollar

stani

was seen al the highest price of
303. that is. the value of the
Pakistani rupee decreased by
63.0%. It has not decreased but
to depreciate
after

conlinues
immediately the
appreciation of the rupee
immediately after the standby
agreement with the IMF.
Although there was an
mpression that the rupee would
stabilize due to the arrival of
dollars in the country afler the
standby agreement, initially the
price of one dollar decreased
from 286 rupees to 275 rupees.
The price of 303 rupees, while its
price in the open market has
reached 306, that i
the rupee has decreased by more
than seven percent in sixty days,
while the Pakistani rupee has
weakened by more than 23
t months of

5. the value of

percent in about eig
this vear. It 1s believed that the
main reason for this is import
payments, which 1s also reflected
in the latest current account
figures of $80 million in July.
Which has been negative again
after being  positive for four
consecutive months. However. it
should be kept in the context that
the IMF demanded the Pakistani

authorities to end the embargo as

real facts”

soon as the standby agreement
was

igned ce then, we

have been facing heavy losses,
while another reason for this is
that interest rates have increased
in the United States. Similarly,
due to the rising international oil
prices, the slowdown in the
Chinese economy has led 1o an
increase in oil exports to China.
Decreasing demand is also
leading to an increase in the value
of the dollar In retrospect. the
policy of pursuing open market
pari
flaw, as it is diffh

1 the country w:

and henee it is seen that the open
market is driving the formal 1.¢.
interbank market. The inflation
coming from the country can be
estimated from the fact that the
prices of petroleum products
have already increased by forty
mpees in a month. While the
prices of smuggled oil from Iran
in Balochistan are also thirty
rupees per The liter!
but Ir:
do with the rise and fall of the

as increased,

rian petrol has nothing to

rupee. but the most powerful
people domg illegal business do
not feel any fear At this time, the
need is that the rupee To maintain
the value. due to which the storm
of inflation can be stopped, the
government should manage to
increase the export as well as the
case in the import, because
without this, the value of the

rupee will continue to weaken

I Written by : Altaf Kumail. I

History's pages make it
clear that unity and agreement
among nations play a pivotal
role in their rise and fall,
progress and decline. prosperity

and adversity. well-being and

misfortune. strength and
weakness. Nations that hold
onto the bends of unity and
agreement achieve success and
triumph. while those that
forsake mutual harmony and
agreement. falling into internal
disagreements. divisions. and
mutual hatred, face the worst
and
the

preservation of any nation's

defeats, failures,

humiliation. For
existence. unity and agreement
are imperative. enabling them

to respond resolutely to their
adversaries'

conspiracies.
Unfortunately, recent days have
witnessed an alarming situation
in Gilgit-Baltistan, marked by
concealed strife and sectarian
biases. resulting in protests
slaged at every street corner due
to hatred and enmity. Once
again, the serenc atmosphere of
Gilgit-Baltistan is being
disrupted by sectarian discord,
aiming to disrupt the peaceful
environment through sectarian
unrest.

Regrettably. a trend has
begun where whenever peace
and tranquility need 1o be
cstablished in the region.
scclarian differences are
inflamed to create divisions
between Shia and Sunni.
leading to the erosion of unity
and solidarity. serving the
interests and objectives of those
who seek to capitalize on the
situation. Gilgit-Baltistan is a
region of strategic significance.
attracting  both external and
internal opportunistic elements,

Fostering Unity: Combating
Sectarianism in Gilgit-Baltistan

with their gaze fixed on
personal gains, always secking
excuses lo

spread sectarian
animosity among the populace.
They believe that their sectarian
divisions act as a safc haven,
and these elements have indeed
succeeded once again in
fostering scclarian
animosity.Now. to defeat these
elements decisively. the
conscious people of Gilgit-
Baltistan need to embrace unity
and inter-Muslim collaboration,

keeping their religious and
sectarian  differences at bay.
fortifving the bonds of unity.
harmony. and brotherhood. This
is vital because in this era of the
internet and social media.
situations like these can be
manipulated by vested interests.
Our region cannot endure the
burden of further discord and
divisions, necessitating the
urgency of unity and
agreement. The sole path to
overcome all these issucs and
challenges lies in robust.
organized, and stcadfast unity
and agreement.

Water threats in Pakistan

| Kazim Laghari |

Water is universally
known as life. But negligence and
ignorant  attitude towards  this
blessing gift of God have been
making it acule shortage and
contamination. UN held a
conference in Stockholm,
under the theme of
World Water Week the previous
week. The motto was Seeds of
Change: Innovative Solutions for
a water-wise world. In Mach this

Sweden,

vear, The United Nations general
secretary Antonio Guterres also
warned at the opening of the
global body’s first major meeting

hat the future
of humanity's "hifeblood”. water.
is under threat worldwide. He

O Waler resour

further said. "We have broken the
water eyele. destroved
and contaminated
ground waters”, at the three-day
summit in New York, in which
some 6,500 participants were
gathered including a dozen heads
of state and government

Given sucha grave threat of water
depletion by the UN  general
secretary, the water's unusual use
has not been ended. In some areas
of the world. though the UN has
underlined the world's full of
emptiness. people are using
intentionally
extraordinarily. For instance,
more water has been reports
wasted lavishly in washing
vehieles, and houses without
need, industries are also wasting
water without reeyeling, ete Such
a negligent attitude must be
stopped to save water for the sack
of life

Coming lo Pakistan. the water's
derable
amounts, yel some areas are
affected by saltness. Fortunately.
the land of the country is blessed
with enough water. But the
worrving thing is that the water
has become contaminated by the
lack of attention of the people,
and the waste of human beings
and animals has been drained mto
the rivers without
recveling. And lack of proper
knowledge of using biodiverse
and artificial s ces for the
field to make enough yields has
also caused depletion and
the

ecosystem:

water

TEsOUrCes are in cor

and sea

contamination of
groundwater treasury
Sadly. where the people have
become addicted 10 bypassing
their moral duties and plaving
dangerously with natural
resources. both the federal and
provincial government's role is
also not appreciable. Despite
strict laws and rules given on
water

management and distribution and
other natural resources, the
implementation remains unseen
And the governments their
concerned official  departments
are also seen as lenient to some
extent on such grave

unlawfulness.
A few years ago, the companies

were given contracts in the
provinee to explore the ga:
petrol  reservoirs across
provinee. undoubtedly, it was a
timely and better effort by the
then governments to boost the
country's [rail economy and save

the country from the heavy
burden of importing for the
energy sector, but the companies
were not properly dictated or they
evasively avoided the meeting
some basic principles of careful
exploring and saving the
unearthed sweet water's treasury
in the province. They spread the
network around the place
where they got clues about
reservoirs, and they blasted
bombs for the dig. eventually.
after some months nearby arcas

vl

and villages, which have the only
souree of potable water unearthed
water pumped by handpumps and
electrical motors, water coming
from handpumps and electrical
motors became completely
polluted and toxie. Many dise
erupted such as kidney,
respiratory, and liver failures.

s

Sadly, the villages near Taluka
Hala, District Matiari, are
suffering a lot of problems due to

drinking toxic water and are
compelled to drink that water
because of not available any other
source of potable water. Many
times they have protested and
ed the government's
ed departments but their
nd ery went unaddressed. It

is extremely saddening to know
that children are suffering bone
and Kidney discases from that
water as doctors

uggested

Notwithstanding, the digitally
global world and
technologically super, such latest
modalities have remained
inaccessible for Pakistan
specifically for its official
departments. Not taking in
developed countries but also in
developing countries technology
has prevailed in most of the
official departments, and its
expedient usage has made things
casier. Many countri

rich

sare taking
using new
technology by recyeling the water
and ma re-potable

advantage of

T'he magical invention of

Artificial Intell Al) has

Jourr

be praised and applied
accordingly in a fruitful way.

Regrettably, reporting on such a
high scale of contaminated water
being distributed to the masses
via water lines. the govermments

have not even bothered to ask the
concerned departments for such
ineligibility and incapability. By
drinking contaminated and toxic
water many diasporas in the
country | ed surges in [atal
diseases suchas diarrhea, cholera,
dvsentery, hepatitis A, ete. These
lethal diseases have been
affecting every age of people fora
long time. even newly borne
babies are not safe from the

¢
monsters. Sadly in remote areas
of Sindh and Baluchistan
provinee, people have to go far to
get water for drinking, in the Thar
desert of Sindh masses have to go
for several kilometers only to

fetch potable water because
where they are living there the
walter 1s not available, rarely, if
rain showers then they have
muddy wells for storing
rainwater, otherwise they have to
follow the same eyele of a long
for getting water
However, in the recent past, the
report allegedly declared that the
big cilies some population of the
country has been drinking
contaminated water with a mix-
up of feces, What else big fraud be
with our innocent masses than
this?

Despite a grave warning by the
UN general secretary. if the
governments especially
developing countries do not pay
due heed. it will cause a huge
ensis in the shape of ill masses

and sick natio coming youth
with a lack of immune power and
considerable abilities. The

already climate-hit and inflation-
hit country cannot afford to
harvest such an ineligible
generation. As water is an integral
partof life, life cannot be survived
without water and also life cannot
be survived productively by
drinking contaminated water with
multiple hammful germs. This
serious monster ol water
depletion and water
contamination must be addressed
timely. Afterall, thisresearchand
cautioned warning by the UN
& v must be taken
seriously. both governments
ought to take stable and strict
t the

1 secr

aclions aga walter

caused widespread debates across L horities.
the world
keeping s
disadvantag SAY NO TO CORRUPTION
es aside, Al u-'y - .d oy
L] : ek 3
an be a -]},;g e /Jvl/g

preserving
a n d

reeveling
water in
considerabl
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Regional News

Islamabad: President ICCI Ahsan Bakhtawari holding a meeting with Libyan Ambassador to Pakistan H.E. Z.0.

Rupee likely to remain stable
on hopes of new IMF deal

Soon Times Correspondent
KARACHI

ely 1o remain stable in
coming months owing to the prospe
of a new deal with the Intemational
Monetary Fund (IMF) for another
bailout programme expected in June,
he local eurrency. presently trading at
278 against the dollar, is likely to
maintain itself between 290 and 301
against the greenback

A poll conducted by Topline R
— which includes the input of
market players
markel variables — reflects a more
bullish view of the stock market
compared 1o the polls conducted few
months ago,

Stressing that no major fall is expected
in the rupee. the brokerage firm said
that 49% of the respondents in the poll
expeet the local curreney lo remain
between the 290 to 310 range against
the dollar by the end of the current year

as opposed to the 38% who believed this to
be true three months ago when asked to
comment on the rupee-dollar parity by
June2024.

Meanwhile, as opposed 1o the 2% of
respondents who, December 20
expected the local currency to be in the
same range by June this vear, 23% now
believe that the rupee might likely trade
between 250 to 270 against the greenback.
Although no formal discussions have yet

: d -

level agreement with the Washington-
based lender for anew bailout package by
the end of the fis stressing that the
details of the new agreement would come
under discussion in the spring meeting:
sing that he himselt would lead a
ni delegation to the US capital
around mid-April, the finance minister
said that so far the IMF has been "very

receptive” 1o a "larger and longer
programme.”

"A new tranche of loan is likely to be
received from the IMF in a few davs,
would need another
he said while addressing a
the qu.nl Investment
(SIFC) apex
by civil-military

however, we
pmgmmmc "

Arrangement, paving the way for the
release of the last tranche

However, the publication, citing reports,
says that the Fund's executive board
hasn't yet fixed any date for considering
the completion of the second review and
ase of the third tranche of $1.1 billion
and is i fact expected to approve the
disbursement by the end of April.

'"Precious asset of Pakistan':
President, PM felicitate Christian
community on Easter

President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
felicitated the Christian community on
the occaston Easter and acknowledged
the community members’
contributions for development of
Pakistan.
‘he Christian
celebrating the r on Sunda
(today) with spe: er ceremo
being arranged in different churchy
El the country
In his message, President Zard:
that the Constitution of Pak
aranteed constitutional rights to all
religious communitics. He said that all
the communities enjoved religious,
political, social and economic rights in
Pakistan
he Christian community is a
precious asset of Pakistan.” the
President Secretariat Press Wing said.

community

ter was an occasion that
ge of hope, affection and

adding that
brought a me:
prosperity

Appreciating the Christian community’s
contributions for the muuml pro,
further

he
observed. "The Christian
s always played their role n
and prosperity of the

reaffirmed that Pak

Zardar
committed to protection of the rights ol all

an was

nd would ensure all st
perity. For the country’s
and prosperity, entire nation
including minorities would have to
collectively work together, he added.

: on llm

communiti

and around the world

“Much more than festivity and
celebration, Easter is an occasion o
reinforee and reflect on the values of love,
tolerance and forgiveness as espoused by

Prophet Isa (AS) and is a reminder to
emulate these in our daily lives to bring
harmony and peace in today™ i
conflict-ridden world,” he said

He lauded the contributions of Christian
community in struggle for the creation of
Pakistan and its socio-economic
development. He I he believed that
they would continue to play their
pm1s.l|\ role in the progress and stability

n
le we celebrate diversity of faiths.
source of strength and enrichment in our
nation, let us join hands towards building a
society that is tolerant and cohesive and
together defeat the forces of discord th
¢ trying to cause harm to the fabric of our
sociely.
“We reaffirm our resolve to work for the
social uplift and integration of all our
minorities in Pakistan,” he said wishing
the Chr community a happy and
peaceful Easter.

O 3
PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN, MAR 31: Activists of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) are holding protest

demonstration for release of Imran Khan, Former Prime Minister, at Peshawar press club

Alleged corruption
in restructuring project
worth 1 billion Rs

Soon Times Correspondent

Sargodha:

About one billion rupees was spent on the
restructu and revamping of Civil
Hospital Sargodha and other 80-vear-old
ruins and dilapidated buildings adjacent 10
it. There is a hotbed of bribery and looting
worth crores of rupees. While the contractor

is not working per the agreement
Substandard material is being used freely in
restructuring and revamping work and no
one 15 asking. The contractor or the
emplovees of the building department are
notevenready to give any kind of statement
While the citizens have demanded to take
notice from the Chief Minister of Punjab.

Video of cantt police constables
taking bribery goes viral;
DPO takes action

Soon TimesCorrespondent

Sargodha:

DPO Sargodha Muhammad Faisal Kamran has
taken immed matter of bribery
video of cantt police constables going viral on
media. The police offi seen in the
video have been arrested and legal proceedings

50

.-r‘_-w’

DPO says that zero

complaints

have been ted.
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Punjab CM and PPP
Chairman extend Easter
greetings to Christian
commumty

ISLAMABAD:

LAHORE
Punjab Chiel” Minister
Marvam Nawaz

expressed felicitation
to the Christian
community on the
occasion of
empha i
estival's
kindness.

menlh\
forgiveness.and love
CM Maryam

highlighted the
constructive role
played by the Christian
community in
Pakistan's creation and
develop d

asa peaceful minority.
In her message. Punjab CM Maryam Nawaz

ing their imy

emph i Pakistan's commitment to
diversity and inclusion. stating that the
country is the homeland for all, without

discrimination based on religion, caste, race,
color, or values.
She emphasized
harmony. tolerance. and humanity. w
for contentment, peace. and prosperity
during the celebration
Bilawal the me:
harmony

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,

ster's  promoti

e of diversity.

Chairman of the

Bilawal praised their unwavering patriotism

and acknowledging their efforts in
educationand healthsectors.

PPP's chairman highlighted the PPP's vision
ol inclusionand diversity by mentioning the
election of Anthony Naveed as Deputy
Speaker of the Sindh Assembly and MPA
Roma Mushtaq Matto.

Bilawal Bhutto emphasized Easter as a
symbol of mutual understanding and a new
ning with the principles of his
predecessors, Shehheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
and Benazir Bhutto. as well as the principles
outlined in the 1973 constitution.

Tribal feuds cause
lawlessness in upper
Sindh districts: Murad
Ali Shah

Soon Times Correspondent
KANDHKOT:

ndh’s Chief M
said that tribal fe
upper smah distri

ter Murad Ali Shah has

that the g will end thes P
itwill also get support from the wribal chiefs in
this respect

Murad Ali Shah said that th
already bad,
ovemment

iuation was
it worsens during the mterim
“What improvement made by the
caretaker govemment in the law and order
dunngits six months.” he questioned
“We will so
assistance from the police, rangers and the

" chiefminister said
1 previous term his government had
requested w0 the  fed govemment for
n of m ) d equipment

1 don’t understand how these b
tary armsand equipment,

We have appolated provincial home liisisr
to tackle and improve the law and order”, he
added




Collins looks to
crown late-career
revival against
Rybakina

MIAM
Daniclle Collins is saving the best for
1. Having announced in January that
shewill retire from the sportat the end of
this scason. the 30-year-old American
Im reached her first WTA 1000 Series
lena Rybakina
Outside of a run to the final of the 2022
Australian Open. which she lost o Ash
Barty. this 15 Collins's best performance
lori

cv!l’lln.cu\nrl l m Juﬂ oV ur'.hc moon
The question i bly arises
whether Collins. having indi
departure from the tour,
benefitting from a more relaxed
approach to the game with the pressure
of

Aussie Green
fires sizzling 61
for early
LPGA lead in
Arizona

LOSANGELES

Australia’s Hannah Green went from

nmhrlhe weather to on mpnl the \mr]d
Frida ng

(.I\ npmnwll n i
"I wasn't really ﬁ:cllilg that great
oV m\q.hl Kmd ofhave a |‘I| of a runny

N1 N

An Israeli airstrike on a hospital tent
camp in Gaza Kkills 2 Palestinians

n of any breakth

The strike hit one of sev
Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-T

been sheltering for months after fle

the war-ravaged lerrit
Jour
Press reporter witnessed the stri
Ill]lllt‘(
s of ltsuu\:mi-. of |\¢.u]nl‘. Im»

rik‘. Isr:u:l aceu;
and around medical facilit
hospitals.
Israeli troops have been
nearly two weeks and s

ian famili
had already been

tomarchsouth by Israeli soldiers afte:
s hospitals are even parts
Il and wound scores of people every
they are often foreed to treat patients on lospi
d to operate without anesthetic

said Green, who \\uutil goonto fl
lle Golf'and Country C
search of her second title

of the month
missed a short putt on the first and 1

'Oh, OK, that's fi
mol. 1d\ :snl:ly. of llic shum.r holn w

moming

reen. who rattled in & 30-foot birdie to
win the HSBC Women's World
Champion: re by one
stroke
greens in regulation and needed just 25
putts as she built a 36-hole total of 14-
under 130.

Lebanon's
precarious
sectarian balance
tipping amid
Hezbollah-Israeli

war

BEIRU
As the Lebanese Chnstian village of

Hezbollah and Isracl
into aconflict they
Like many Christians elsewhere in
\oullu.rn Lebanon, residents are angry
I their homes could be caught

ed

~fire and thet
o flee -- permancnt
ancestral villages near the Lebanon-
Israel border.

Earlier this week, a Rmeish resident
group of ammed men trying
at Israel from within
the village. Some villagers rang church
bells to sound the alarm. and the armed
men moved off to fire i
another bourhood. according to
or Milad al-Alam and Rmeish

¢ been saying for the la:
mong our own homes, keep
s neutral. Any strike in retumn would
have brought huge losses.” Alam told
Reuters

Hezbollah began Jaunching rockets
from hilltops and villages in southem
Lebanonat Israel on Oct & in support of
its Palestinian ally Hamas, which
carried out a ¢ross-border attack into
Israel the previous day that tiggered a
fierce Israeliland

ucial medical supplic:
1

ied by the war's

al tents m the countyard of Al-Ag:
h. where thousands of people b

s were \\nrk:m. from tents nearby.

(¢ comment from the Tsracli military.
;ughl s!wl:cr

ud 0opa Bive iided & nusmber of

iding Shifa Hospital, Gaza’s larg
they have fought he
militants inand around the medical wmpmnnl The milits
sof fighters, inelud

splaced earlier in the war, say they were ordered

eam of doctors who had red
Hospital. where Sunday’s
me imps

another 13

ng their homes elsewhere in

wd an Associated
nd aftermath. There was no

sofopy

senior Hamas oper:
1. including many who

sol heavy fighting

al floors

Pakistan in white-ball cncket again
SportsDesk
LAHORE
Babar Azam was
named on

of men’s cricket

ve months
when he
relinquished
charge due to

r

performance of

the Green Shirts inworld

According to the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) announcement, Babar

would lead the One-day and Twenty20 squads.

A PCR post on the social uwdn platform X, said:
pointed as white-ball captain.”*

The post mentioned that
nanimous. recomm

Babar picked 'unanimously’ to lead-]

day  captain

er almost

o a

W Asia cups

_ decision was made following a
from the PCB’s selection com

ndat
its chairman Mohsin N;

vi.

ch the 1‘(.|3.Jppu
an Masood as the Tests
Hh.d l’ﬂklshll in 52 ll.al‘( II7 ()1)3\ and 109 T20Is
hi ches and faced

“Babar Azam |

The Trump camp
assails Biden for
declaring Easter
Sunday as
Transgender Day of
Visibility

WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden is facing criticism
from Do

bus conservalives for proclaimi
ch 31 which corresponds with
Sunday

this year as

issued  the
. nlllut on “all
f\ll]trll:u:i:-lilJ(inllL'-lll|I|\II\1. up the lives
and voices of tra
throughout our Nation
climinating violence
based on genderidentity.

But in 2024, the March 31 designation
overlaps with Easter, one of Christianity
holicst celebrations. Trump’s campai
aceused Biden, a Ron
being insensitive to religion. and fellow
Republicans piledon
“We call on Joc Biden

gender people
nd to work toward
nd discrimination

n Catholic. of

niling

ampaign
and White House to issue
the millions of Catholies
who believe tomorrow is
for one celebration only the
Jesus Christ,
Karoline Leavitt. the Trump camp:
press secretary. She assailed wh
the Biden administration
ulton the Christian faith,
aker Mike Johnson, R-La.,
“Biden White
et of

across Ame:

said

resurrection of

media that the
Ilmlw has betraved the central te
ter” and

outrageous and i
White House spokesperson Andrew Hates
the Republi crl ng Biden
re seeking to divide and weaken our
country with eruel, hatefu

called Iln, decision

horre

nd dishonest
zhetorie.”

A Chris! who celebrates Easter
with family, President Biden stands for
bringing people together and upholding
the dignty and freedoms of every
American.” Bates said

President Biden

will never abuse his [
purposes or for profit.™

th for political

West Indies women's squad
announced for tour To Pakistan

ST. JOHN (Web
Desk) - The Cri West Indies
(CWI)yWomen's Selection Panel
has announced the 135-member
squad for the tour to Pakistan in
April-May. The eight-match
s three (5) T20
(T201s) and three

(3) One Day Internationals
(ODIs).

Kate Wilmott rewarded
with her a call-up 10 the senior
team for the first time, havir
splaved .commendab
performances with her night-
arm medium pace, during the

recently n.unuludud CG United
Women's Super0 Cupand T20
Blaze tournaments. Qiana
Joseph and Chedean Nation
who also had credible
performances were recalled to
the tea. having missed oul on
the last tour to Australia in
2023,

Lead Selector for Women's
enicket Ann Browne-John
“The upcoming series againstis
extremely & for the
team v return to
international compelition afler
almost six months, the |
3 nst Australia
Apart from the three ODI, the
team will get some much-
needed T20 matches as Lhc\

NEWDELHI

onal eleetion, accy

France to send old armoured
vehicles, new missiles to Ukraine

PARIS
France
armoured v
es to Ukraine

ident Volodymyr /u.l:u
him to prepare a new aid packags
will inelude old but still functional
equipment

"The Ukrai
very long front line.

moured vehicles, this isabs
mobil d 15 part of the Ukrain
said.

He said France was

looking

P
VAB (Viihicule de I'Avant Hlmdm front-]

carriersin 2024 and early 2025

France' is eradually replaci
VABs, which first went into opes
19705, witha new multi-role troop

Lecomu added that France

The Aster 30 can intercept warplanes, drones and
nge of 120 km.

cruise missiles withi

Fighter Press, Al-Turka 35 NB,

er hundreds of

d new surface-to-air

n s war against

a, French Defence Minister Sebastien
I

my needs to de
which require

r & Chief Editor Shah Muhanmad Awan Printer Islamab,
Sarcodha. Karachi Parwan Pres.

old

al for roop
0 requests.” he

particular on
sai

thousands of
n the late

Lecornu said he had asked government defence
procurement age
I'Armement) 1o make propos:
||r0dm on of Aster mis

oup MBDA

said. Lecornu said last week a decree was published
try powers fo impose stock level

i, Zoya Pre b

united on the popul

a prominent Ind»r weeks before a
Prime

5 Indla opposition unites
over pre-election arrest,
blames PM Modi

Sharing the

i
r Ramlila
gathering sile were opp
leaders including regional party
heads who have overcome

prepare lo participate Minister Narendra Modi and his  dilTerences over which party would
World Cup later this party of ng the vote and  contestwhichs
hara with large tax  BIP spokesperson Sudhanshu
demands TIrivedi told a news conlerence that
"Narendra Modi is try match- the opposition rally. attended by
ixing in this clection.” Congre thousands. was meant to hide their

party leader Rahul €
New Delhi rall
"Shame!"

Delhi Chief
Kejriwg
ulrnlplmn cn
profile leader

arrested on March 21 for

rare third term
Kunual AamAadmi Party
ica

mulmnlml
his Bhar:

foreertent agencies
theirjob,

clection
constily
on

v DGA (Direction Ge

of the time since

sing us the Red §
Iso being vsed in the Red 1947 but |

, Ithad Ce

s
ndhi told
s the crowd chanted

Minister Arvind

“INDIA" opposition bloc,

“If the BIP wins this match

d Gandhi, whose party
ruled India for more than two-thirds
mdependence in ¢

c Modi  Our I‘mm

nter Blue Area, Islamabad. Printer Sargoy
3rd Floor, Handicraft Building, Abdullah Haroon Road, Karachi.

actsof corruption

X terrorism” from
demands by the
government and the freezi
ol its bank
it calls
ne: ally eripple the pa
v Modi and hi
weaponised inves
and tax authori
opponents and reduce the chances
of a fair election, an accusation the
BIPden
"Thi S
India.,” Kcjriwal's w
Kejnwal. told the rall
fight and we will wi
She called her husband a "lion” and
that e "cannot be kept in jail
forlong"
She said her husl
message fromjail.
"But before rg.ulms.t
would

Sunita
We will

d sent a

message, [

P s e right
thing? Do vou believe that Kejriwa




