Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know. (Al-Qur’an)

Chief Editor
Shah Muhammad Awan

Monday
April 15, 2024
Page: 4 Rs: 20

Vol: 3 Issue: 107

www.soontimes.pk

With challenges ahead, the jury's

still out on CJP Isa's legacy Simultaneously Publishing

m Islamabad, Sargodha and Karachi

Baisakhi is the
festival of kindness
and happiness, says
PM Shehbaz Sharif

Middle East: Pakistan calls for restraint,
moving towards de-escalation

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan is watching with deep concem
the ongoing developm
said the Foreign Office in a statement
issued on Sund
arried out a re 3
which it used hundreds of missiles and
drones.
The Forcign Office said Pakistan had for
months “underlined the y of
intemational efforts to prevent expansion
of hostilit the region and for
ceasefireinC
“On 2 April 2024, Pakistan had pointed to
the dangers of the attack on an lmn
consularoffice in Syri
in already volat
statement recalled
BREAK DOWN OF DIPLOMACY
At the same time, the Ministry of Foreign

Punjab CM Maryam Nawaz
extends warm welcome to
Sikh pilgrims for Baisakhi

celebrations

community, referring to Ba
estival that embodied the

il is unable to fulfil its
es of maintaining peace and
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National Assembly's
session called on
Monday, Parliament's
joint session
rescheduled

Sharif assured- llnl
to ensure their

He called upon everyone to stnve for a world that is
prosperous and peaceful. urging all to ply a
constructive role inats realization.

sakhi a

colorful
e of shared

SoonTimes
Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:
ANational Assembly
session has been
called for Monday,
while the joint
session of Parlianent

Journey back
begins as Eid
holidays are

stani first, then Punjabi, and Punjab
he aftirmed, underlining the

deep -rooted connection she feels towards the
provinceandits diverse populace

Punjab CM Mwn.l:l\ Naw d that all

arrangements  were meticulously prepared in h a s been
over Hassan Abdal, Nanka Sahib, Kortarpur, and | rescheduled.
Soon Times Correspondent Lahore to warmly receive Sikh pilgrims from Sl’“"k“ N““"'“‘_l

mbly Ay

Assembly (MNA).

LAHORE around the globe.

ISLAMABAD
LAHORE
Bus and railway stations are once again leeming.
with passengers as journey back to cities started on
Sunday after celebrating Eidul Fitr with loved
ones.

Like other big cities, a large number of people are
returning to Lahore from their native areas as a
result of which rush on bus and railway stations has
increased.

People that time passed away in a blink of an eve.
“Holidays are over. now we have 1o retum to

like previous years. |x.(1pl‘. slarted leaving for their
native areas on April 3 to add Friday and Saturday
to their days ofl: The government also ran special
trains to carry people to their native places but that
facility is unavailable on retum journey.

Bahawalnagar
incident: Govt
issues notification
of JIT

20O
withregard to the lnnn.m:mnt j
team (JIT) to investigate the Bahawalnagar
incident
Special llumc Sucl\.'lnn

a /ul-ur-l{thmm will be

oner Nadir {,h.llln .md DI(: Special
I Raza will be the members of the
gation team

m will also include a member each from
ices Intelligence (ISI) and Intelligence
Bureaus (1B),

z
Sadu will preside over the NA

Punjab Chief Minister Marvam Nawaz | She underscored Punjab's commitment to o Monday a5 o 1\)Aua|1\\'] e, the joint session of
extended a | velcome to Sikh piles providing optimal facilities and a conducive sharp. : Parliament has been
an to commemorate the environment for the celebration of Baisakhi, | The NA session has been rescheduled.
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convened on the opy
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not just a festival.
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rich heritage.

it is the true
declared ||h. Lhu.l'

requisition, with discussios
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During, Il\L session, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader
Asifa Bhutto will take the oath
as a member of the National

According to parliamentary
affairs officials, the joint
session of Parliament will now
bL summoned 0:1 April 18
wdofApril 17

President Asit Ali Zardari is
scheduled to address the joint
sessionof Parliament.

Omar Ayub asserts PTI founder's imminent
release, end of incumbent governments

B PTI leader condemned any undue influence on judges and interference in judicial matters.

nesCorrespondent

d central

Opposition leader

secretary of “Tehreck ¢ Insal’
(PTl) Omar Ayub has made bold
claims ding the impending
release of PTI founde the eventual

downfall of
governments.

Ayub revealed plans to orchestrate
nationwide protests and ral

ing that their movement would

the incumbent

ou
propped up on cruiches formed by
Form 7.

ed Sharif family was afraid
oner number 804, reference to
PT1 founder detained in Adiala

cized the detention of 106
prisoners under military  court:
vehemently  d civi

trials conducted within  military
courtsjurisdiction
Omar Ayub emphasized the PTI

founder’s pivotal role in raisin:
awareness among the youth, H
reiterated that the PTI movem
harbors a singular agend.
upholding the rule of law and the
constitution

PT1 leader Omar Ayub lauded the

Bilawal pays
homage to ZAB in
message on 45th
death anmversary

Soon Times Correspondent
NAUDERO

People's Party (PPP)
Chai wal  Bhutto

Zardari on Sunday urged the
nation o continue
Ali Bhutto's  mi;
progressand prospe
counlry

In his mes

It may be noted that the PPP
had put off a rally to observe
the death anniversary, w
falls on Apnl 4. due 1o
Ramazan.
The PPP
arrangeme:
Garhi Khud
today.

Party workers from all over the
country have reached Bhutto's
mausoleum where more than
8.000 police and seeurity
personnel have been deplayed
As per party sources, PPP
Cha Bilawal Bhutto

ge on the
45th death
of the founder of

ivers
the PPP
minister, F

has made all the
to hold the rally at
la Baksh at 3 pm

uuh/eln\lun pot
ctusall move forw
a nmew determination by
following the legacy of ZAB.
T pay
heed Bhutto
uphald the
ideals I'ur which he sacrificed
hislife.”

Finance Minister Aurangzeb leaves for

Mm:ﬁl:r Muhummml

has left for

to hold

negotiations h the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a new bailout

package, GeoNe
Talks between Pakis
IMF would be held
wherein Islamabad will request
the global lender for the
approval of a new loan
programme.
Negotiations for the new loan
programme will be held after the
executive board meeting while
ance minister is
all on the IMF
director later in W.p.]mubmn
Apart from the Fund, the team is
pected to meet with the
ials of the World Bank and
other institutes as well
Ahead of his visit to the United

eported.
n and lhc

Washington to hold talks with IMF

Staltles,
Aurangzeb on
April 12bniefed
Prime Minis
Shehbaz Sharif
about his
meelings with
the oflicials of
the IMF, World
Bank and other
mstitutions

According 1o a

i lhc l’nmc Minister’s
led to the

ion of the
ssed in the

IMF chief Kristalina
on April 11 confirmed
that Pakistan was in discussions
with the Fund on a polential
follow-up programme 1o its nine-
month, $3 billion Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA), adding that it
had important issues to solve

Georgieva had told an event at the

Al c Counci
Pakistan

| think
uccessfully
ng progranime

performing somewhat better, with
rves now being built up.

There is a commitment to
confinue on this path, and the
country is tuming to the fund for
having a follow-up
" Georgieva had s

programm
fMagging issues that the struggling
South Asian nation still needed 1o
address.




Iran-Israel Clash and Pakistan’s Deep Concerned

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Sunday said that

“Today’s developments
demonstrate the consequences
of the breakdown of
diplomacy. These also
underline the grave
implications in cases where the
UN Security Council is unable
to fulfill its responsibilities of
maintaining international

international efforts to prevent
the expansion of hostilities in
the region and for immediate
ceasefire in Gaza. On April 2,
Pakistan had pointed to the
dangers of an attack on the
Iranian consular office in Syria
as a major escalation in an
already volatile region

peace and security,” the
Foreign Office Spokesperson
said in a press statement. It was
now critically urgent to
stabilize the situation and
restore peace, it was further
stressed. The spokesperson
said that for months, Pakistan
had underlined the necessity of

Pakistan was watching with
deep concern the ongoing
developments in the Middle
East (ME) and called upon all
the parties to exercise the
utmost restraint and move
towards de-escalation.

I Nida Sultan Nahra, I

Awhole generation worked to
empower women, but forgot
to teach men how to live with
empowered women,

Islam is the religion of peace.
equality, mutual respect and
equal rights, Allah Almighty
has set boundaries for the male
and female communities and
both have duties.
responsibilities and rights with
a sense of satisfaction.
accomplishments, peace and
happiness. Each one of us is
expected to play his or her role
to convert the planct carth into
an amazing place to live at. For
this. we are supposed 1o love,
appreciate. respect. encourage
and support one another.
Unfortunately. the situation
around is simply deplorable,
devastating. and heart-rending.
None is safe. happy and
respected here and the only
option for the poor. weaker and
gentle community is to face
challenges afler challenges. If 1
remove the rose colored
spectacles and sit with the
daughters of Eve breathing
around. [ will only see
frustration. disappointment.
depression. insecurity and
stress. | hope. I am not giving a
sweeping statement by saying
that the majority of the females
in our country are not happy.

becausc harassment.
molestation, embarrassment,
injustice. abduction.

exploitation and humiliation are
the phantoms haunting them on
daily basisatworkplaces, parks.
restaurants, markets and event
at college and universities. It
doesn't mean that all ladies are
oppressed and male members
arc the oppressors. but we are
supposed to analyze the
situation as per the amount of
the incidents and. in this case. |
don't have even the scantiest
doubt that a huge majority of the
daughters of Eve have been
living in hell and none is out
there to help them out. None is
willing to take the urgently
required steps to solve the
issues onceand forall
If the point of solution is raised
from any platform, some
shameless characters very
shamelessly advise the parents
not to send their daughters to
markets. parks. workplaces and
even to colleges & universities,
if want them not to get harassed
and molested. This very
solution indicates that we.as a
nation. has very regressive
mindset and we believe in
burying our heads in the sand
and are not willing to stand up
for the very sacred cause of

Let the Daughters

of Eve Live!

liberating the daughters of Eves
from the clutches of salacious.
obscene and vulgar rascals.
having their sprees without any
fear of punishment. Why should
they be restricted to homes?
Aren't they the humans? Aren't
they thecitizens of this country?
Don't they have emotions,
feelings. wishes, desires and
rights? Education is not their
birthright? Chauvinistic people
are bent upon sickening the
nation and it is a shocking
element that majority of the
people listen to them and show
agreement to their stupid
suggestions. So called religious
minded perverts have got a say
and they try to have the strings
in their hands. The point is that
the females are not just the
puppets. They are independent
and free individuals and they
have every right to raise their
voices against the sex predators
and they can't stay silent after
getting harassed or molested.

It gives me immense pleasure to
note that since very long. the top
performers at colleges.
universities and work places are
the girls. They shine: they excel:
they perform: and they stand tall
all because of their talent, guts.
ability. efficiency and
performance. This is the most
pertinent shut-up call to those
who believe that girls should
never got out for education.
Jobs. relaxation and enjoyment.
We can't permit such mentally
and emotionally troubledto
dictate their terms and ruin the
lives of the gified individuals.
They have proved their
individuality time afier time
and. 1 have a firm belief that
future belongs to the daughters
of Eve.

Talking about workplaces, I
can'tcontrol my anger to see the
deplorably shocking and heart-
rending situations. [ can't ignore
the fact that the majority of the
male colleagues are very
sensible. cooperative.
respectful. gentle and
thoroughly professional. but at
the same time the existence and
presence of salacious,
lascivious and shameless
predators feels like the thorn to
my side.

Why are women always
subiccts of gossip? Why domen
find it casy to target women?
Why do men never regard
women as autonomous
individualsrather. they sec them
as their property? The situation
for women at the workplace is
really heart-wrenching.

Men often feel intimidated by
the assertive women, and it is
sad 1o see:

‘A whole gencration worked Lo
empower women, but forgot to
teach men how o live with
empowered women,'

They play their part very
successfully in creating a living
hell for the female community.
They harass. molest. embarrass
and discomfort the female

colleagues and finally force
them to quit. The most
disturbing factors that the
higher management also fail to
stop their advances and very
cowardly and callously advise
the daughters of Eves to remain
silent. otherwise. they may
cause infamy not only for
themselves, but for the parents
and the organization also. This
is the Kind of attitude which
gives the despicable predators
the courage to go on without
fear or fright and stay happy
with their inborn meanness,
shamelessness and
remorselessness. If such brutes
are dealt with iron hands. they
will never have the courage to
exercise their obscenity so
freely. They are abducted in the
broad daylight by the bigwigs.
ruling elites and powerful
villains of the society. but the
law enforcing agencies remain
helpless and most of the time
least interested in the miseries
of the miserable parents. Juslice
seems like erying for the moon
and the files remain locked in
the lockers of those who are
supposed to do the justice.
Crimes against the women are
the most expected and the most
accepted norms of this country
and cxploitation and
humiliation is going on and on
everywhere around at
workplaces. cducational
institutes and bchind the
boundary walls even, Sisters.
daughters, working ladies and
house wives are supposed to be
suppressed and justice can't be
ensured. The female
community all around our
country has been waiting for the
miracles, but they have
forgotten that the miracles
happen in centuries or never
happen at all. Their wait may
prove fruitless, but their efforts
may be rewarded. So the
solution is to stand tall and raise
voice for their rights and
privileges. Otherwise. they will
remain in the pitch blind ditch
of exploitation and injustice.
Let's keep our hopes alive and
we should believe that the
responsible ones will act
responsibly and initiate a sacred
war against the power giants
and the obscene scoundrels
stopping them to treat the DoEs
disdainfully. insultingly and
inhumanly.

They are supposed to be
stopped forcefully from
considering the female
community as the easy things to
get. They deserve respect.
consideration, support,
appreciation and acceptance &
recognition of their existence,
roles and contributions. The
good days will come and we
will live in the country where
the rule of law will ensure the
survival of the exploited
daughters of Eve. It seemslike a
miracle and let's pray that the
miracle should happen soon.

The escalating intensity
of hostilities between Hezbollah
and Tsrael is attached with the
rising rhetoric from officials on
both sides thatsuggest a troubling
path potentially
devastating conflict. While the
confrontations may indicate a path

towards a

towards a large-scale war, it Is an
evident that both parties are

ac re of the de
toll

civilian populations in both

ch a contlict would e

Lebanon and Israel. The historical
context of previous conflicts
between Hezbollah and Israel
underscores the magnitude of the
potential consequences, including
widespread destruction. loss of life
and destabilization of the region.
Despite the heightened tensions,
there remains recognition albeit

uneasy of the imperative to avoid a

full-seale war and seek avenues for

de-escalation and resolution. The

of the geopolitical
is intertwined with

compl

scene whicl

regional alliances and interests to
underscores the importance of
diplomatic efforts to defuse

tensions and prevent further

escalation. Ultimately, the
recognition of the immense human
cost of conflict underscores the

v for all stakeholders to

prioritize dialogue and diplomacy

in pursuil of peace and stability in
the region According to Isracli

of] Is. tensions along the Israel-
Lebanon border have escalated
significantly, with clashes
intensifving and spreading in

recent weeks. Israel has reportedly

increased its military strikes,

targeting not only areas within
also
conducting airstrikes against
Iranian-affiliated sites in Svria,

Lebanese territory but

including the Iranian consulate in
Damascus on April Ist. In

response 1o these developments,
Hezbollah
Hassan Nasrallah dehvered a
speech on April 5th. alfirming
Hezbollah's commitment to

Secretary-General

continued  border clashes with
Israel and declaring that the group
will persist in its attacks until the

cessation of hostilities in Gaza
Nasrallah also wamed Lebanon to

brace itsell” for potential Iranian

nst Isracel,
Hezbaollah's

retaliation a

emphasizing
preparedness for any escalation
along the border and asserting that

the group has

el 1o deplov itsmost

potent weaponry. These
developments underscore the
precarious situation in the region,

with the potential for further

es on and broader regional

implications

Hamas-Israel negotiations and

Regional Stability

On April 7, the Ismaeli
army made a significant
announcement on its websile,
declaring the completion of vet
another phase of the Northern

Command's readiness for war
along the Leban

announcement has intensificd the

front. This

concerns of analysts. who
increasingly argue that prolonged
border clashes heighten the
likelihood of a broader conflict,
culminating in a
ground invasion of southern
Lebanen. Such a military
operation would be strategically
aimed at establishing a security

potentially

corridor deep into Lebanese
territory, pushing Hezbollah
fighters bevond the Litani River
However. historical precedents
cast doubt on the effective:
such endeavors. Isre

s of

s pi

ous
attempt to create a security
corridor in
spanning from 1985 to 2000,
ended without achieving the
desired stability. Despite past
sraeli political
als regarding
ground combat in Lebanon, there
has been a perceptible shift
attitude. Amos Harel suggests that
given this shift. the scenario of a
general war in Lebanon no longer
appears implausible. Yet. the
nand the

south Lebanon,

beiated
milar endeavors suggest
that anv such military action is
ght with uncertainties and
casting a shadow over
Israel's aspirations for stability
along its with
Lebanon Isracli officials find
themselves in a precarious

border

position. carefully weighing two
eritical factors in their de
making regarding a potential full-
blown war with Hezbollah. Firstly,

on-

the prospect of such a conflict
escalating into a broader regional
conflagration
overlooked, as it's highly likely
that other members of the Iran-led
“Axis of Re:
forces against Israel and the US

cannot be

inee” would join

This amplifies the risks and
complexities involved, given the
already strained dyna mn the

Middle East. Secondly, the stance
of the Biden adm

ration adds

another laver of consideration
With

clear opposition to a
nt escalation in Lebanon,
Israeli mitiation of such a war.
particularly amidst US calls for

cease-fires in Gaza and objections
to Israeli actions in Rafah, could
cantly strain the b
onship with the U

sifyving skirmishes
between Hezbollah and Israel,
coupled with heightened rhetoric

from both sides, signal a potential
path toward
ent of the scale of

ale conflict,

es seen in Gaza, However,
lating tens
Israch and Hezbollah off;
cognizant of the devas
humanitari;

8

ntoll sucha war would

n both Lebanon
rmore. there's a

exaet on civilia
and Israel. Furth
sober recognition within Isracli
circles that the outcomes of a new
conflict with Hezbollah are

uncertain, with lingering doubts
about whether it would resull in a
resolution akin to the 2006 war,
which led to the UN Security
Cou 1701,
ultimately  unimplemented by

I Resolution

either side. Therefore, Isracli
officials face a delicate balance,
contemplating the risks ol
escalation. the implications for
the diplomatic
s the US. and

the potential human cos

regional stability.,

ramific

as they
navigate the complexities of their
decision-making caleulus
coneerning Hezbollah.

UNSCR 1701 stands as a
pivotal framework aiming to
defuse tensions and promole
stability in the volatile region
surrounding the Israeli
border. Central to its prov
the call for mi
with the Lebanese army or the UN
Interim Force in
(UNIFIL) to withdraw
approximately 25 miles north of
the Israeli border. alongside urging
its hold on

ries and

Lebanon

Israel to relinguish

oceupied Lebanese e
to cease violations of Lebanese
airspace. Amidst this hackdrop,
key stakeholders including
Lebanese officials. Hezbollah
and Isracli authorities
have expressed a collective
wion towards pursuing
diplomatic avenues to resolve the
persistent conflict along the
border. Hezbollah's stanee notably
ation of
hostilities in Gaza as a condition
for their approval of any potential
agreement

The United States has
emerged as a proactive actor,
proposing a roadmap aimed at
addressing the divergent demands
of both sides through a series of

leaders,

ineli

hinges on the ce:

security arrangements.  Notably,
this proposal falls short of a
complete 1mplementation of
UNSCR 1701. It
Hezbollah's withdrawal,
particularly its elite Rad
Forces. northwards to the Li
River,
advocating for heightened
presence of the Lebanese ammy and
UNIFIL in the wvacated areas.
Addiuonally, the US secks to
mediation efforts

envi

ons

ni
while concurrently

facilitate
bhetween the conflicting parties to
address territorial dispute:
the border. mirroring s prior
successful

along

ntervention in

mediating maritime border
This
approach underscores the intricate

disputes multifaccted
dvnamies at play and the concerted
international efforts aimed at
fostering lasting peace and
stability in the region

The fate of the ongoing
indirect negotiations between
Ha nd Istael,
Qatar, Egypt, and the U
for the region's stabi

talks aim to broker a ceasefire deal

Isracli hostages held by Hamas
Pales!

n prisoners in Isracli

jails. The outcome of
negoliations carries  signi
implications. not only for the

Israel-Palestine conflict but also
for wider regional dynamics




Regional News

LHC nullifies appointment of incumbent |
ector of NTDC

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE
The Lahore High Court has de:
the appointment of the m:
director of the National T on
and Dispatch Company (NTDC) null
and voud
In the 10-page decision i N
istice. Shahid  Karim, the court
observed that advertisements were
placed in newspapers for the position
of MD of NTDC, and when the
recruitment process commenced. the
Public Sector Companies Rules, 2013,

managing dir

was in effect.

Following interviews, the NTDC
board unanimously submitted the
names of three es to the
federal government. The petitioner.
Khmwvaja Rafat in. topped the
list, while Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan,
who was third on the list, was

155

appointed as the managing director of

NTDC, thecourt order noted

It further stated that the Energy
Ministry. summary to the cabinet.
stated that the energy mimster
recommended Rana Abdul Jabbar's

appointment. The appointment
process was conducted under the
Companies Act, 2017, and the Public
Sector Companies Rules, 2013, while
the federal government h e
the State-Owned Enterprises Act,
2023

The petitioner's counsel argued that
this law was passed by parliament on
Jan 30, 2023, and the federal

govemnment appointed the MD of

NTDC on Feb 8. Contrary to the 2013
law, the appointment should have been
made under the 2023 law, which states
that the federal govemnment does not
have the authority to make
appointments in state-owned
enterprises.
The federal government and NTDC's
lawvers argued that the 2023 law does
not apply to this appointment. Th
stated that the appointment proc
had already begun before the
enforcement of the 2023 law, and 1t
cannol be applied retrospectively.

In its decision, the court stated that the
argument of the federal government
and NTDC's lawyers does not hold
weirght. The court declared the current
MD's appointment at NTDC null and
void

ASI dismissed for abuse of power | br

& extortion from citizen

Soon Times Correspondent

Sargodha

Former ASI Rasheed Gujjar locked up a
mposed charge and
extorted a ransom of’ Rs. 45 lakh from
him. An inquiry was conducted on the
request of the citizen. In the inquiry

cl

e on a sel

report. it was proved that Ras
had taken ransom of 4. 5
basis of which a ¢ red against
him in the Police Station Satellite Town

st the Sargodha police officers which
have no truth. from this. the former
ASL has received departmental and legal
punishment many times in the police

Sargodha. As a resultof dey | action,
he has been dismissed from the job. Due to
this grudge, he has made baseless allegations

ley d orruption for receiving
corruption complaints in 2012, 2013, 2014,

2017 and 2020.

s

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore

During the ongoing crackdown against
gas pillerers, SNGPL continued raids in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad. It disconnected 62 connections.
and impoed Rs 1.5 million fine. In Lahore,
the regional team disconnected 01
connection on illegal use of gas. In Multan
team disconnected 11 nections
disconnected on illegal use, In Peshawar
and Karak. the company disconnected 21
connections onaccountof direct use of gas
and illegal use of gas and imposed of
Rs. 0.56 million against gas theft cases. In
Sahiwal 03 connections were
disconnected on illegal use of gasin
Faisalabad the team disconnected 02
comnections on illegal use of gas and
imposed fine of Rs 0.102 million have on

NGPL disconnected 62
connections, imposed
Rs 1.5 million fine in

crackdown against gas

pilferers

S |

gas pilfers. The regional tean
Bahawalpur disconnected 02 connections
on illegal use of gas while another 01 on
use of compressor. In Gujranwala team
disconnected 04 connections on illegal
use of gas while 01 on use of compressor.
The team also imposed a fine of Rs 0.42
million against gas theft cases. The
regional team of Gujrat disconnected 04
connections on illegal use of gas and also
imposed a fine of Rs 0.00031 million
against gas theft cases. In Islamabad team
disconnected 01 connection on illegal use
of gas The team of Rawalpindi
disconnected 06 connections on illegal
use of gas and imposed fine of Rs 0.12
muillion against gas theft cases. In Mardan
team disconnected 05 connections and
booked an amount of Rs 0.3 million

|

SHO Sahiwal PS
eaks network of drug

dealers in Vijth

Soon Times Correspondent
QUETTA

PPP leader Sharl Khan Khilji has
resigned from the party and
anmnounced his inclusion in the
Pakistan Tehreek-c-Insal (PTI),

i my resignation from the

Light to moderate rainfall turns
Karachi's weather pleasant

Soon Times Correspondent

KARACHI

The weather of Karachi tumed pleasant
on Sunday after the port city received
mostly light to moderate r: I with
some spells of heavy thundershowers in

stan Meteorological
Department (PMD) has predicted
another rain spell in Karachi on April 17
and 18 due to the presence of westerlies
mtheregion.

The highest rainfall was recorded in
Nazimabad at 21.2 mm while Gulshan-e-
Hadid receved 20 mm, Faisal Base 17,
Masroor Base and Kemari 16 mm. North

Karachi and Saadi Town 15 mm, Orangi
14.4 mm, Korangi 14.5 mm. Old Airport
11.9 mm, DHA 5.5 mm while Surjani
Townrecorded 3mm of rain

The mervury following the showers is
expected 10 vary between 28 to 30
degrees Celsius.

Radar showed heavy rain clouds moving
from the West and South-West towards
the East of Karachi while satellite data
also predicted intermittent rain
throughout the day.

With western winds prevalent across the
country. rural districts of Sindhincluding
Jamshoro. Dadu, Shaheed Benazirabad,

Qamber Shahdadkot are likely to
experience thundershowers,

The metropolis saw cloudy weather on
Saturday with a maximum temperature
of 326 degrees Celsius with 66%
humidity, while Mithi in rural Sindh
recorded the highest temperature at 39.5
degrees Celsius,

The PMD had predicted moderate rain
and gale in the city on Sunday. while
carlier the Met Department predicted
moderate rain and gale with
thunderstorms due to the formation of
thundereells in the suburbs of the city on
Saturday

PA)
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STATE LIFE

INSURANCE CORPORATION OF PAKISTAN

TENDER N

TENDER NOTICE No. SLIC/P0O/16/2024
THE SUPPLY/DELIVERY OF LAPTOPS DESKTOP COMPUTERS, LASER JET
PRINTERS WITH SCANNER FOR INFORMATION SECURITY AND REAL ESTATE
DIVISION/DEPARTMENT, STATE LIFE PRINCIPAL OFFICE
Sealed technical & financial bids are invited in accordance with PPRA rules
(through EPADS), under "Single Stage Two Envelope Procedure" from well
recognized firms dealing in sale and services of IT equipment, for the supply of
"Laptops Desktop Computers, Laser Jet Printers with Scanner along with Software"
for real estate Division/Information Security Department, State Life Principal Office
Karachi. Tender Notice along with tender documents can be seen/ downloaded
from PPRA/SLIC website i.e. www.ppra.org.pk & www.statelife.com.pk also tender
notice along with tender document has been uploaded on EPADS system as well.
Bids will be received only from those firms who are registered with PPRA for
E-Procurement on EPADS system for tendering in SLIC through their e-mail
addresses which were provided by them to PPRA at the time of their registration.
Filled tenders must be submitted through their e-mail address latest by 30-04-2024
before 11.00 a.m. Technical Bids will be opened on the same at 11:30 a.m.
(Muhammad Tajamul) Divisional Head Central Procurement Division State Life
Insurance Corporation of Pakistan, Principal Office, 2nd Floor, State Life Building
No.09, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed Road, Karachi Phone No.021-89204521

Pakistan's
Largest Life
& Health
Insurer

TICE

abduction
Jdisappea

wife of
Razzaq
Masih and
Shahran
Mawab son of Re

plaintifY of the ca
lost went out from Karac
10-2022 at 15:00 hours but hav
yel. Tl 1
both of them are in Multan, Punjab. Therefore,
iff anvone has any information about the

w

ce of
ima

rzaq Masih has been
tion Mahmood Abad
According 1o the
1 Masih, both of the
Azam Basti on 16-
not retuned
pected that

arch is ongoing. Itis

n and the child in any ity of Pakistan,
icluding Karachi. or if they have been seen

anvwhere, please contact the following phone
numbers. Tl
be kept confidential Advertiser: SIP/IO Jameel
Ahmed  Soomrelny.
Karachi

ne of the whistleblower will

PS Mahmood Abad
Contact Numbers: L.O: 0333-

22991685.1.0: 0300-925516%
Mohror: 0314-2012616

Pakistan Peoples Party. The party has
me a party of the Zardari family,
of Bhutto,” Khilji said. citing the
1 1 behind his defection

He stated. "The ¢lection on Febru;
8. 2024, was not an clection but a selection
Despite the PPP's government in Balochistan,
Tam resigning. Itis my heartfelt desire to help
the poor.
Khilji stated that he joined the PPP out of

=

never entered polities for perksand funds.
further elaborated.
ant difference between the prime
minister and the founder of PTT. Weall have to
stand up against the corrupt system. The

here 1s a

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

According 1o Tslamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO)’s spokesman.
8
m proces
below me;

Balochistan government also offered funds to
preve (¥ joini; [

Power Suspension
Schedules for Today

Noon, Rawalpindi City Circle, NustRoad
Affandi Colony.Ratta, Lakhu Road. K
Pak. Misrial Road. Japan Road Feede
andswrrounding areas will remain close
IESCO munagement apologizes to il
esteemed customers forthe power outage. If
the work is completed ahead of time, the
power supply can be restored evenbefore
10 thescheduled time.

v afler leaving the PT, adding that he

stemMaintenance/Development Work is
Therefore power supply of
onedfecders/areas will be

suspended as per given
oday, From 07:00 AM to 12:

6. Detailed lerms & condition

SOCIAL WELFARE & BAIT UL MAAL DEPARTMENT SARGODHA.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
FOR FRAME WORK CONTRACT FOR PERIOD OF ONE YEAR FOR PROCUREMENT
. OF FURNITURE, MACHINERY AND OTHER ITEMS UNDER ADP SCHEMES 202325
TENDER NO. SWD/SGD/01/2023-24 o
1. Social Welfare & Bait ul Maal Deparimen! Sargodha, invites sealed bids from the eligible bidders for the
Frame Work Contractfor period of one year for Procurement of Furilure, Machinery and Other ltems for
following Schemes:

' Fackage |
§t. | Description of items Package Description Estimated Cost
1 Purchase of Fumiture, Others and Machinery PAB?@GEr 1 17,580,000
Equipment for the Development Prajects. Fumiture & Fixlure
i) Establishment of Admin Block along wilh 18,685,000
: District Industrial Home at Sargodha.
3 i) Establishment of Mullipurpose Hall in Social 3,600,000
Wellare Complex Sargadha.
i) Estabishment of Pannah Gah at al
Divisional Headquarters acioss the Punjab
Phase-1 One at Sargodha
s iv) Provision of Fumiture & Equipment for 39,865,000
instutions renovated through missing facilties
Phase Il incl Sargodha Diwision and
Faisalabad Division (Dar ul Amaan Sargodha,
Mianwali and Bhakkar) e

ivisi i odha on the
e office of tha Divisional Director Sarg
| of non-refundable fee of Rs. 3000/ (Two Thwsanod;
Rupees only). Bidding Documens are available up to [24-:#20:m PORc:i?:n:; ::an ::;r;r‘\::; miﬁfﬁw
\he Bidging Documents from the website of Punjad Pro ;
(mvw.gpra:gwab.gnv.px}‘ however, the receipt of purchase of bidding document shall be required to
ih technical bid even if it is downloaded from PPRA. X
#zegdzteris required to subnit 3 02% bid security mentioned against each pa:kaggwxse eshma}e_d cos:
in the form of COR/ bankers cheque / bank guarantee from any scheduled bank in faver of Divisional
Director, Secial Welfare & Baitul Maal, Sargodha
Single: Stage - Two Envelopes bidding procedur
les, 2014 i "
:;J?::v‘:;:;le'::haﬂ be marked as “TECHNICAL PROPQSAL" and "FINANCIAL F_ROPOSAL in bmcl[
d legible letters. Sealed bids are required lo reac on of before 24-04-2024 _upsllntely at the Office of
o e | Director, Social Welfare & Bait ul Maal, House No.79 Awan Colony, Jail Road, Sargodha. Late
Dlvlsm"llancl be enl.enamed. The technical bids received tll the stipulated date & lime sha\! be opened at
l;:d;:}‘\ M on the same date in the presence of the bidders or their authorized representatives, who may

choose to attend

X3

Bidders may get the Bidding Decuments from th
submission of written application along with payment

w

re shall be applied as per e 38(2) {a) of Punjab

-

o

s and speciicalions are givenin the Bidding Document.

NOTE: The procurement shall ba conducted as per PPRA Rules, 2014,

CONVENER PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE
DIVISIONAL DIRECTOR, SOCIAL WELFARE & BAIT UL MAAL, SARGODHA
DIVISION, SARGODHA

JAIL ROAD, SARGODHA: 048-9230542 IPL-3016




Emerging teen
powers Australia
past Mexico into

BJK Cup finals

Brisbane (Australia)
rged into the Billie Jean King
with a 4-0 vietory over

Cup finals
Mexico, handing Grand Slam champion

tosur a winning start to her
reign ascaptain.

The seven-time ch:
commanding 2-0 leag o day two at
s Pat Rafter Arena. allowing
Stosurto rest Arina Rodionovaand hand a
debutto 18-year-old Taylah Preston.

She seized the opportunity with both
hands, sweeping past the experienced
Marcela Zacarias, 12 years her senior, 6-
1. 6-1 to put the tie bevond Mexico's

npions took a

Daria Saville and Ellen Perez rubbed salt
in the wounds by beating Mexican duo
Jessica Hinojosa Gomez and Mana
Fernanda Navarro 6-3, 6-1 in the dead
rubber doubles.

“I'm just trying not to ery at the moment.
tobe oy suid Preston.

"It's a very. very 2 feeling and so
grateful for the opportunity from Sam and
the rest of the team to be able to play and
closcoutthetie

Zacarias was bidding to bank her 22nd
Billic Jean King Cup maich winand claim
sole ownership of the record by a

match for the emerging
teenager, who made her WTA Tour main
draw debut at the 2022 Rosmalen Grass
Court Championships as a qualifier
before.an injury derailed her progress.

Sydney knife
attacker had

ran launches drone
attacks on Israel

ran warns countries against Ien‘mo Israel use their airspa

Press

can be concluded™
Tran's re;

as the White House
TV ealled

CAIRO
(Reuters)
Jordan, Imr! and
Lebanon have
reopened their
a afler
osing it late on
aturday as Iran
Iaunched  drone

oOr territorie.

Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon reopen |
airspace after Iran attacks

Israelis rally
against government
amid deadlock on
Gaza hostages

TELAVIV
Thousands of Israclis rallied a;
their government . witl

1s to
s

amid a deadlock in
retrieve hostages held there by
Hamas-led gunmen seized 253 people
during an Oct. 7 attack on Isracl that

killed 1.200 others, according to
oflicia me hoslages were "l.Ld na
November truee but 0= and

Qatari-mediated efforts to secure another
deal appear to have stalled,
As concermn mounts in Itiruc[ for the
Ik ofthe 129
who
and [ricnds have ol
voeal 2
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's rightist
government,

demonsirations

They have dovetailed with act

en s trial on grafl charges - which he
and his attempts to overliaul the
Judiciary el
“Our country’s near the abyss. We've
already started to drive down and we
must stop it. I'm here to gather the force
1o tell the people that they need to come
nd they need to tell our government
that it's time to stop.” said Marva Ercz,
45. who was among demonstrators in Tel
Aviv,

onse came in response o an attack on the country's

Netanyahu said he will continue with the
despitealarmin
tonand other Western capitals at
n toll in Gaza, where medical
say more than 33,000
Palestinians have been killed,

- Hamas has said any new hostage deal
must bring about an end to the Gaza war

consulate in Syri

mental health

L ldep logy i
not motive, Tran's Defi
pollce say

lives of several Ira

ad Reza Ashtiani issued a
t Tehran will firmly respond to
pace ar territory for attacks on

intry had

co waflic operations. ci
The opening of i
d

ned citing av
airspace came more than three hours carlicr

Tran by Israel "
Yemen's Iran-backed Huthi rebels also I

had now beenovercome.
vities after the overnight closure,

hed multiple |

3
B
a

drones at Isracl afier Iran initiated a ret

the past and there was no

ainst Iscael, security firm Ambrey said late Saturday,
1al vehicles (UAVS) were reportedl

The UAVs were launched in

1

I'Vreported.
Iran launched explosive drones and
its first dircet attack on Isracli te

red mi

ory in a retaliatory strike that raises (he

es al Israel late on Saturday - ¢

threat of wider r al conflict

. Jordan, which lies between Iran 'md |€r.!|.|
interceptany drones or missiles that vi
SOUTCEs sai

US and British warplanes were involved in shooting down some Isracl-bound
drones over the Irag-Syria border area, Israel's Channel 12 reported.

had readicd air defences to |
ermitory, :gional

and withdra
“There mll be a (hostage) deal

The anti

wal of all Isracli forees.
Culture
senior member of
v, told Channel
price.”

overnment protest in Tel Aviv

was held separately to a smaller vigil for
the hostages.

ideology was a motive in the attack in
one of the busiest shopping
:‘.nlscs police said on Sunday.

o

police have -.pol.‘.n 1o his fami
Saturday's attack. Mew Sou
Police Assistant Comm
Anthony Cooke told a press conference.
Witnesses described how Cauchi.
wearing shorts and an Australian
national rugby league jersey.
through the Westfield Bondi Jun
mall with a knife, randomly afta

nd staff at the mall in
y aas o stop him and
crowds sheltered in shuttered shops.
Pereira knocks
out Hill to retain
UFC light

heavyweight title

stunning first:
over Jamahal
heavyweight title while Zhal
beat Yan Xiaonan to retain
strawweight beltat UFC 300
Pereira waved ofl’ what looked 1o be a
low blow from Hill before landing a left
hook that sent n sprawling
backwards onto the canvas. He then
pounced to rain down blows and force
the stoppage at the 3: 14 mark of the first
round.

"I told evervone the whole time. he's a
strong guy, 1 cannot go away from my
strategy, and that's exactly what I was

doing __ 1 was gauging the distance and
the

perfe

intery

Hill had won the

butan injury suffered plaving basketball

foreed him to vacate in July and
decorated kickboxer Pereira, a former
UFC middleweight champ, took over
the belt with a second-round knockout
ofJiri Prochazkain November,

After coming through the fight
unscathed, Pereira said he
ht on the upcoming
linMay.

Hezbollah source says Israel
struck position 1n east Lebanon

Hezbollah,

A Hezbolla ¢ said Israel
unday one of the Iran-

two=storey building belonging to

a source within the
Lebanese group told AFP. adding

An AFP photographer at the site
saw the conerete and steel

of the building. levelled
attack,

Earlier on Sunday, Hezbollah said
it had twice launched barrages of
rockets towards the Isracli-
annexed Golan llug after it
joined in the major Ira

ainst Isracl.
The Iranian attack was in response
April 1 air strike widely
med on Tsrael that destrayed an
Iranian consulate building in
Damascus, Killing seven
Revolutionary Guards. includi
two generals
Hamas ally Hezbollah has
anged near-d wl\ Cross-

¢ the
n nulnn t group
southern Isracl on

October 7 triggering the warin the
Gaza Strip.

Biden returns to Washington as
Iran launches attack on Israel

WA‘%IT[N(TI'( )N

t Isracl.” Biden said in
Our commitment to

launched do;
hours to reach their target
attack that may tngger an usa[nlmn h.l\\u.n the
regional archenemics.

Tehran had vowed to retal
Iran’s embassy compound last week in Damascus
that killed a senior commander in the [franian
Revolutionary Guard Corps' overseas Quds Foree
and six other officers.
The White House said Biden was being bricfed
the region. where the
crafl

headed toward Isr: cording to three |
The meeting in the Situation Room. crisis
management center deep within the West Wing of the

White House, was attended by Seerctary of State

ry Lloyd Austin,
Dircetor William Burns,
e Av rﬂ!lmu\ national

regional
reiterated  full
st attacks by Iran

1. Biden's nati adviser,
of US support to his own
Haneghi, he said in a post
quently put its military on full alent
and canceled all cducational and other youth
On Fri Biden warned Iran
jon even while predicting the altack may be
nt. "We are devoted 1o the defense of [srael
upport Israel,

W;- will

India's Modi says BJP
poll manifesto focuses on
creating jobs

ister  Narendra
1y llml the 2024

and boosting startups in the
India begins voting on April 19in
weral clections that will be held in
stages until June 1. Votes are

nationalist am.mh and lml

global stature will likely help his re-
election bid, a survey shows,

The findings illust t Iwncl'llt
of India's world b
not evenly spread for its 1.4 !nllmn
people as the creation of jobs,
despite Modi's domestic
turing push over the last 10

the primary
100 voters
across
with rising

India is the world's fastest growing
Major economy .md its fifih-}

become more difficult in l\n
years - Modi's second term as prime
minister

The uncmployment raterose to 5 4%
in 2022723 from 4.9% in 2013/14

just before Modi swept o power,
and nearly 16% of urban youth in
the 15-29 years age group
remained unemployed i 202
du ills and a lack of
data shows
.'\Ilhum_-h 22% said "the most liked
action” of Modi's govemment was
the construction of a grand Hindu
emple dedicated to Lord Ram on a
site that was contested by minority
Muslims, only 8% said it was thes
coneern,
d the consecration
am temple in January, a
creasingly used by his
Hindu nationalist Bharativa Janata
¢ (BIP) in its clection
ign to highlight the
completion of a | anding
Hindudemand.
On Friday. Modi attac|
opposition Congress party for
refusing the invitation to the
temple inauguration
"Ram devotees of the entire world
Imum. thisarrogance of yours
an election game for vou,
ir
I territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. Congress had refused to
attend the inauguration, saying it
had been converted into a "political
1 3 nd that the
n brought
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