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Military warns of stern action against
‘mallclous propaganda targeting armed forces”

Pakistan invites Saudi Arabia for
joint ventures in PIA, airports

The two countries explore investment opportunities which will further bolster ties

Soon Times Correspondent Islamabad

ISLAMABAD The Capital Development Authority
(CDA) would provide land while the
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istan would be
and through
He told
the gathering that Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia shared deep-rooted ties anchored
in dch Islamic hentage and mutal
strategic inlerests

5
i the Saudi
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regional peace & aml stability
The foreign minister. addressing the
Special Tnvestment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) forum, smid the g ‘s
20al wasto transform Pakistan into a hub
of cconomic activity and innovation
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Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia H.E. Prince Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud, leading a
called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shohbaz Sharif in Islamabad on 16 April 2024,
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IHC dismisses Bushra

Bibi's plea seeking her

shifting to Adiala Jail
from Bani Gala

Correspondent
LAMABAD
T'he Islamabad
High Court
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Pakistan and the Kingdom of <
% it IHC) on
Saudi Arabia (KSA) on Tuesday s/dia
ferated their resolve to build a fLe sy
4 dismissed PTI
strong parinership and lurther founder's wife
promote economic cooperation Bushra Bibi's
for the m Lol the lwo plea seeking
her shifting

Council that they did not want

from Bani Gala to Ad
el 3 Bushra Bibi to be shifted to

The THC judge dis

mes Correspondent
LAHOR
Punjab Chief MinisterMar

directed MPAs tomonitor Naa

eas,
The District Monitoring Committees are tasked 10
monitor the prices of the
The CM ordered the MJ’/\\ to ensure the official Naan
d Roti prices.
id stern legal action would be
a sale of Naan and Roti in Pun)
The public representatives should pl
role in ensuring the r othe public in Na:
prices, she concluded.

NA-130: Nawaz
Sharif's victory
challenged in
election tribunal

st the

heir central
d Roti

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

The vietory of PML-N supremo and former prime
il from NA-130 has been
ction tribunal of Lahore High

Court (LHC).

The election result of NA-130 was challenged by
PTI-backed Dr Yasmin Rashid.

It has been pleaded by the petitioner that the
election commission issued the notification of
Sharif”s victory cont tothelaw.

lled on him at Aiwan-c-
jat Press Wing said in a

anding and
wanted 1o

mto a long-term

for ar

endtothe
Both sides changed v
al importance and the challengesbeing
he Muslim Ummah.

tF
ry (I']'l’) Bilawal
Alfairs Tshaq

Dar. Minister for ization and Board of
Investment Abdul Aleem Khan, Minister of
n fater Resources Musadik Masood

Petroler

k. and Production Rana
Syrus Sajjad
Qazi and senior government ofTi also attended
the meeting.

petition of Bushra Bibi for not
pursuing her case Slk. was
a after
iction in ' mkh;mu
and illegal marriage cases,
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb issued the order.
The court expressed its
annoyance al Bushra Bibi's
counsels for not attending the
hearing. The state counsel told
the court that a meeting was
arranged between PT1 founder
and his wife Bushra Bibi on
Eid

Justice Mian Gul Hasan
Aurangzeb told the State

Adiala Jail from home.

"She ha: ed for relief, I don't
know if she wants it or not.
Both sides are playing politics
with the court. It is a joke with
the court.,” Justice Gul

I said the court had
that it wanted to
decide the case after hearing
arguments today (Tuesday), but
pelitioner's col
appear in court. He
sides were not worki)
Allter the appli
dismissed,

ation
Usman Gill,
lawyerof Bushra Bibi

was
the

Bogus cases against PTI founder exposing
system day by day: Ali Amin Gandapur

B Gandapur said that one day the people making a new experiment will be exposed.

Soon Times Correspondent
RAWALPINDI
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chiel
ster and PTT leader Ali Amin
Gandapur said _on Tuesday that
lnnlmlu\\cu ku

Ali Amm

Imup;x.mod before the court. Itis
to form a commission to
I

of PT1 founder. "We
cople stand by the PTI
founder. The war will continue
until r

sick Vnu cannol stop
people Trom speaking truth by
nstituting lake FIRs," he said,

He said PTI founder will be out
very soon and he will be the
prime minister of this country

Gandapur said he had been made

the chiel minister of a province
by the PTI founder. The PTI
der asked the mulers 1o accept
their mistake and avoid pushing
the country further into darkness.

He said afier the letter written by
\.\l.l'\lllilll. was

¢ no clue what to
think they will
tion  and make

which his non-bailable arrest
warrant was issted .

Need 2-3 years for structural

reforms, says FinMin as Pakistan

eyes another IMF bailout

Soon Times Comrespondent
WASHINGTON

Fin Minister Muhammad
azeb said that Pakistan needs
two to three years to implement
structural reforms presenibed by the
| Mometary Fund (IMIF)

t the Atlantic Council

zeb

foranew

through the structural reforms,”

ance minister is currently in the
IS 10 hold talks with the global lender
bailout

said

dattend the

He smid
moving in the
agriculture GIDI

right

outlook, Aurangzeb said that Pal
entered this vear in much better shay
and a lot of it has to do with the nine-
month Stand-By Arangement (SBA)

that the overall GDP was
direction,
P and services seclos

which has entered 24 programs with the
IME doesn't go through the
structural reforms, unfortunately, the
would stll be lool for

doing well inflation has come down
from the peak of 37-38% and the
exchange rate is stable, adding that all
of this has moved the country in the
rightdirection.

“Now we need permanence in the
roeconomic stability hence the
ssion with IMF on a larger and
nded program, We 50 going to
on the growth i
se when

k in Wl\hmnlml Aurangzeb
oesn't need more

presarip
ds 1o l.m.p th ceonomy sl
of reforms.

k\wu n mc w

time for us to actually start m
the execution of these aspe
why we're looking for s
extended program, so onee we gel
secution we will need a two
peried 1o go

¢ Just prelimin;
discussions.” said the finance minister.
Pakistan entered in ‘much better’ shape
02024 nomically

Speaking about the country’s economic
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Finance Minister, Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb, spoke at the Atlantic Council today on the “Opportunities and Challenges

for the Pakistani Economy through 2024 and Beyond

about stabilisation."




- [T, Telecom sector investment opportunities:

Minister of State for IT and vision of the Prime Minister, is Shahbaz Khan, and CEO Wateen asset and the steps are underway
Telecommunication Shaza Fatima  committed for the promotion of Adil Rashid who called onherhere fortheirdevelopment.  Shaza
Khawaja has said that there are investment in the country. onTuesday, saidanewsrelease. Fatima appreciated  Sheikh

Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja was talking to CEQ
Taavun (Pvt) Limited Muhammad

vast opportunities for investment
in the IT and Telecom sector of
Pakistan.  She said that the
present government, under the

She said that private sector will be
fully supported as it has vital role
in increasing our exports. About
youth, she said youth are our great

Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan
of UAE for his special interest in
further investment in Pakistan's
Telecom sector.
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Iran and Isracl tensions
have created more threats to the
Middle

conflicts and security concems.

East surrounded by

Israel has also targeted Iraman

rests and def facilities
several times m the past. but
carlier this month, the Iranian
consul in Damascus, the capital of
Sy
be like pouring petrol on fire. The
diplomatic prem

The Israchi attack proved to

es and

diplomats are considered  safe
under the Geneva Convention. It
has also undermined the rule and
thus added new threats to the
world. Targeting the consulate
was the kind of provocation from

Israel that expected a response.

and clearly Iran retaliated. The

ulumatum to take wa

given
However, the statemy of the
Iranian authorities after this
operation seem to indicate that
they want to stop and do not want
1o escalate the conflict. Israel and
must also avoid

its allies

provoeative actions, counter-
attacks from Israel. There is a
great fear that this tension will
intensify and possibly the allies of
both sides may not be able to live
without being involved in it. This

siluat;

n can prove to be a
nightmare for the peace of the
world. Soon after Iran retaliated
Israel's allies, the United States

and other allied countries.

strongly condemned Iran's
The neutral countries, ncluding

the Islamic countries, advised the

parties to be patient while reacting
cautiously to this matter. In this

regard, the statement issued by the

anian mission in the United

Israch aggr

or now, this matter can

be considered closed. According
to the misston, if Israel made a
mistake. Iran’s reaction could be
even more severe. There was a

threat of direct attack from Israel's

sile defens em is active

and we are ready for both
offensive

defensive and

responses. The Israeli Defense

Forces and the people are standing

After these attacks,

firm the
Secretary General of the United
Nations. Antonio Guterres,
expressed his concern about the
attack on Israel by Iran. saying
that he was a large-scale attack on
by

According to him, there is

Condemn.
kof

catastrophic tension in the region,

Israel Iran

which he urges all parties to show
restraint in order to prevent it. In
order to avoid any action that
could lead 1o a major mihitary
conflict on multple fronts in the
Middle East. US President Joe
Biden has said that the US has
helped Isracl in thwarting the
[ranian attack. but the decision on
a coordinated diplomatie response
against Iran will be decided at the
GT7meeting on Sunday. According

to him. the United States stands

with Israel with iron

determination and the way it faced

Iran's extraordinary  attacks is
While the lessons of
States,

admirable
the United
Trump smd that if T were the

President

pre at of the United States,
Iran would attack. He does not
dare to. besides, Israel has been
told by the United States to talk to
the United States before any
action. China has also expressed

deep concern. The spokesperson

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of China has said in his statement

that China is deeply
concerned about the growing
tension in the Middle East. The
communily especially asks

influential countries to play a

"From the tension between
Israel and Iran"

constructive role for peace and

stability Other

n the region.

countries including Saudi Arabia
Egypt, Pakistan, Russia, Great
Britain, Canada, France,

Germany, Spain, European
Union, Denmark
South Ame

also expressed their concern over

and  Various

- countries have

the situation after the Iranian
attack and emphasized on
reducing the tension. He had

wamed that the attack on the
Tranian consulate in Syna would
further increase the already
ongoing tension in the region
According to the statement, the
current situation shows the failure
of global diplomacy. It also

clarifies the serious implications

where the UN Security Council is

unable to fulfill its responsibilities

se
utmost restraint and move
towards de-escalation. Before

these attacks, large-scale

casualties were expected, but after

the low casualties, many
questions are being raised. It is
better not to mention them
However, it is common language
that all this has happened under a
very big plan. The effeets of which

will appear soon. It is being felt

after these attacks

That large-
scale geographical and political
changes can be expected in the
region. Which can disturb the
situation

entire region. Before
arises that there is a loss of human
livesona large scale, the countries
lly China
hould find solutions

of the r

and Russia
to the problems facing the region,
including the Palestine issue. and
present it to the Secunty Council.

And until the problem is resolved,
the Security Council should stop
both countries from new
adventures. If any country
violates it. the whole world should

take actionagainstit se

Military warns of stern action
against 'malicious propaganda
targeting armed forces’

RAWALPINDI:

Expressing concerns over the
malicious propaganda against
anmed forees during 264th Corps
Commanders” Conference, Chief
of Army Staff’ (COAS) G
Sved Asim Munir on Tuesday
vowed ensuring stern action
against elements trying to drive a
wedge between the nation and the
security forces by levelling
unfounded and
allegations

The forum paid rich tribute to the
supreme  sacrifices o martyrs
inchuding officers and men of the
armed  fore law enforcement
agencies (LEAs) and the citizens
who have laid their lives for peace
and stability inthe country.
“Unfounded and basecless
allegations on law enforcement
agencies and security forces have

baseless

become a fashion and are part of the
larger design to drive a wedge
between the people and the Armed
Forces of Pakistan,” the forum
noted

“We will not allow such efforts to
suceeed and as per the law and
constitution. stern action will be
ensured,” the forum vowed

The amy's top brass reiterated
resolve to provide full support to
the govemment towards achieving
sustainable socioeconomic growth
in the country including
wholehearted a

¢ smuggling. hoardin,
theft and s

1 Army
s insuceessfully thwarting
ferrorist altacks and

several

neutralising key terrorist
commanders during ongoing
counterierrorism operations

He directed commanders to pro-
actively deny any space to the
terrorists, the Inte Public
Relations in a
COAS said.
forces and
fully backed by
n. remain determined
to permanently climinate this
menace from Pakistan,
INSHA ALLAH".

The forum also condemned
heartless ferrorist atta nst
. as
heinous Killings of innocent
civilians in Balochistan

The com ders were briefed on
how terrorist groups operating
from Afghanistan pose a threat to
regional and global security,

statement. The
“Armed

l Muhammad IrfanNadeem, I

Our sacred religion stands for
Jjustice and puts emphasis that
the justice should be ensured at
any cosl. But. I am hard pressed
to say, that justice has become a
rarity in our dear homeland and
people go the way of all flesh
waiting to get their rights back.
but their wish for justice is
never fulfilled. As a nation, we
have fallen to the nadir and have
been dragged to perdition by
Jjust a few power freaks, who
have hijacked every institute.
every organization and. as a
matter of fact. the whole system
triumphantly. proudly and
remorselessly, It is very wisely
said that justice delaved is
Jjustice denied. but I don't have
even ameager sense of doubt in
saying that those wise people
would surely hang themselves
publicly. if they had seen the
negation. exploitation and
prevailing injustice at our dear
motherland. because it doesn't
even exist here. not to speak of’
the delayed one. The judgment
day will get them paid for their
sins and crimes: the pricks of’
conscicnee won't let them sleep
comfortably and peacefully:
sinners will go to hell and lose
the peace of mind: there is no
sacred reward for them arc
definitely true statements and
sum up our religious teachings.
butunfortunately this is the only
solace for the poor. weaker,
hopeless and helpless
community of our country. It
never hurts the exploiters and
cheap-spirited power hungry
and cruel big guns ruling over
us for decades. True solace is
like a cry for the moon. Should
we wait for the miracle.
revolution or divine
interference? We are victimized
by those who are meant (o bring
Jjustice. peace. prosperity and
satisfaction for us. Who will
shake the unshakable? Who will
shatter the un-shakable
powerful giants?

Even the callous and insensible
brutes won't be able to resist
shedding blood tears. if they sit
alone and ponder upon the
murder of justice committed at
Pakistan. because insensibility,
cruelty and callousness of our
system is beyond imagination in
civilized countries and nations.
It is a big shock for the

in Pakistan

educated. sensible and patriotic
individuals of our country that
Justice is like an LED and it
displays its splendoraccording
to the will, wishes and desires of
those who have got the remote.
Have you ever imagined remote
system of justice? Not to speak
of imagining. it's a bitter reality
in our country where non-
existence of justice has become
a proven fact. High asylum of
Justice is a sacred pillar of our
state. but sanctity is deflowered
evervday by the power giants
and remedy for this cancerous
discase seems impossible to be
found in this era of darkness.
Have we been thrown back o
the stone-age? I won't hesitate
to assert that even during the
ages of darkness. justice
wouldn't have been violated the
way it is being torn into picces
during the 21" century in the
country which emerged on the
face of this earth with the power
of the sacred slogan.

With the unbearable pain and
grief. [ am foreed to say that
non-existence of justice has
snatched away all hopes of
peace, security, satisfaction and
fulfillment. Hopeless nation is
compelled 1o be contented with
the violations, because when
existence seems improbable.
people start thinking about
survival at the cost of freedom
and justice. Our respected
Judges are threatened,
blackmailed and humiliated and
they finally succumbed.
because pressure gets on their
nerves and they lure their
conscience to deep slumber. All
are not brave enough to stare
into eyves of the challenges, fear
and threats and stand tall. Some
others happily sell their
integrity and announce the
decision according to the whims
and desires of those who grease
their palms.

We are not surprised. when we
feel that justice is the dream
which is not meant to be
realized in our day to day
affairs. It doesn't matter. it is a
university, office, institute or
any organization, justice is seen
beheaded with an enormous
magnitude and an amazing
speed and consistence. Clowns
rule and the intellectuals are
suppressed. Shirkers get
promoted and the gifled.
efficient, hardworking and

Justice: A Rarity

talented workers receive letters
of grave concern, warnings and
show cause notices. because
Jjustice is not the part of the
system. Undue favors have
caten up the rights of the
deserving individuals.
Violation of rules and
regulations is the order of the
day and the fittest remain busy
in the struggle of surviving the
odds which are always against
them. The rule of injustice has
got very debilitating. horrific
and demotivating impacts. but
we are in the dark nnel and
there is no hope of the light. The
honest people have to ensure
unconditional subordination.
otherwise. they are threatened
to pay through the nose.

The most threatening result of
the non-existence of justice is
that it snatches away the
impetus to work. It deprives the
workplaces of the commitment.
motivation. determination.
because lack of justice and the
perturbing happenings leave
behind the demotivated
shirkers. Loss of inspiration has
a killing impact and the blame
20¢s 10 injustice. Our nation has
forgotten the fact that countrics.
nations and organizations never
flourish without ensuring
Jjustice in cach and every aspect
of life. Qur problem is that
cruelty and injustice has wiped
itivity and we encounter
1 cach department.
When injustice arrives through
the door of an institute and
organization, peace of mind.

satisfaction. sense of
achicvement and most
importantly. posi jump ot
ofthe widow.,

I very passionately and
optimistically hope that the
scholars. intellectuals and

brilliant minds of our nation
will sit together someday and
they won't just pine over the
devastating, debilitating and
deplorable situations and
happenings. they will do
something practically and look
for the real solutions to bring
back the greatest blessing of
Justice back to our country.
Situation may be disturbing, but
we are nol supposed to lose
courage. We are not supposed to
lose hope. We will have to bring
optimism back to our lives.
Long live Pakistan!
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Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication Ms. Sh;
Muhammad Shahbaz Khan, and CEQ Wateen Adil Rashi

Ht

R o i
Fatima Khawaja in a meeting with CEO Taavun (Pvt) Limited
in Islamabad on April 16, 2024.




Incompetence of MC staff; standing
water of sewers at General
Bus Stand creates chaos

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha

Duc to the incompetence of the
municipal corporation stall. the water
ol sewers standing in places at Punjab's
first model general bus stand have
started 1o present a scenc of chaos.
Discases and rot arc spreading at the
bus stand. There has been a wave of
anger among the shopkeepers. which
has completely affected their business
Passengers are also [facing scrious

problems in coming and going to the
bus stand. The Sargodha
administration has become a silent
spectator to the current situation. Even
after the shopkeepers of the General
Bus Stand made several requests to
Commissioner '\imn\ Bhatti and
Deputy Commissioner Captain retired
Shoaib Ali, the stafl of the Municipal
Corporation did not take any action.
The shopkeepers say that our business
has been completely closed duc to the

standing dirty waterof the sewers fora
long time. ious discases are also
born from this water, Malik Abu Bakr
Awan, General Scerctary of Anjuman
Tajran of General Bus Sta has
requested that Prime Minister
Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif and Cl
Minister of Pu
should take action on the i
General Bus Stand and change the
incompetentofficers.

Billions of foreign exchange can be earned from
salt mdustry DG, TDAP Athar Hussain Khokhar

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha:

Government patronage is essential lo
export pink salt worldwide. Billions
of forcign exchange can be carned
from the salt indusiry through
linkages between traders and
institutions. Government institutions
should start one-window operation o

solve the problems of traders. The
implementation on cxporting Pakistan's
pink salt to the US has staried. These
views were expressed by DG TDAP
Athar Hussain Khokhar and others while
addressing the scminar organized by
Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan, On this occasion, DG TDAP
Athar Hussain Khokhar said. for the

awareness of export of pink sall. TDAP
is organizing seminars in collaboration
with ('immbcrs of Commerce across
Pakistan and its website 1o solve the

problems faced by the exporters.
President Sargodha Chamber of

Commerce and Industry in Sajid
Hussain Tarar said. it is the need of the
hour 1o allow the exporters 1o export salt
worldwide casily and at low cost rates.
President Small Chamber  Dr. Imtiaz
Dogar said. export of pink salt by the
government is a good initiative which
will bring income 1o the country. Ex-
cxccutive member of Sargodha
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
Exporter Asif Nascer Gondal informed
about the dilficulties in exporting salt
faced by the traders and said that the
government should immediately solve
these problems.

"The SCO Family in My Eyes” the SCO
Countries Art Exhibition of Children
and Young Artists Launched in Pakistan

0" ESR

“The SCO Family in My Eyes
Art Exhibition of Chikéren and Y

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

The Good-Neighborliness.
nd

Friendship

“ooperation Commission of

c

b ghat Cooperation Orgamization
(SCO), together with the Ceniral
of Fine Arts and the SCO

Academy

SCO
Lani

orgamzng  the
Exhibition. P

submit their paintings and ariworks
Themed with “The SCO Family in My

L the artworks are supposed o

. telling the

fmtastic SCO story from the perspective

of civilization mutual leammg. green
development and seient and
technological innovation to embrace a

better future of SCO. Pakistam Children
aged between 5 to 16 vears old and
Chuldren from SCO countries are invited
to partieipate m the event. |
open and deadhine for submissions is ull
June 1.2024

nt detailed mformation on the

he evenl is

rding regulations for art work

Email com  and
other information, please follow the
Facebook page of China Cultural Center
an,
Ofice of the Chimese Embassy in
as well as the X(former Twitter)
of Cultural Counsellor and

of China Cultural C n

weebook  account of the

Paki;

A review meeting of the Fertilizer Rav w Committee was held under the chalrmanshlp of Rana Tanveer Hussain Federal
Minister for Mio Industries & Production and M/o National Food Security & Research.

Soon Times Comespondent
Karachi:
The 29th International
ahr
held on
April 20 at 8 pm at
po Center Karachi
which local and intematios
poets will present their poetry.
Thousands of people will
participate in the Mushaira
Stalls of books and food will
be setupin M ra, while no
entry fee will be charged. Free
parking facil will also be available.
Secretary  Shoaib Ahmed, Jamal Azhar,
Nadeem Zafar Siddiqui, Taugeer Ahmad
Khan, Turab Shah and others while
addm-un!. a press conference at the press
i Ageel Danish
h Igbal, Khalid
m Gern
Adil’ from ¢ rmany, Rehana Qamar,
Mehboob Khan from Bahren.
Samreen Nadeem
Qatar, Tabish Zaidi from U
Emirates will come and part
Mushaira. While the arriv nator Irfan
S . Attaul Haq Qasmi. Khursheed
Ah!\:s Tabish. Fawad Hussain Fawad,
el Jazeh, Wasee

Mushaira of Saknan-e-S|
Quaid will be
Saturd:

ate in the

29th International
Mushaira of Saknan-e-
Shahr Quaid to be held

on April 20 at Expo
Center

country 15 expected. It is expeeted that in
Karachi Prof. Sahar An: Dr. Pirzada

Qasim Raza Idiqui, Anwar Shahib,
Mahmood Sham, Rel R. Wahee, Javed
Sabah, Khalid Moin, shazal, Nasra
Zuberi, Shaista Mufti, Sabbeen Saif,

Muhammad Al
Farrukh Izhar
present  their  spes
Amber, Vijaya
perform the administrative duties.
Commissioner Karachi. Mayor Karachi,
Home Department and other relevant

re cooperating fully. They said
thing about M
poets from all four proving

ohar, Dr. Mana Uzmi,
nd Waleed Ahmed will
h. Ambreen Ha

ill participate
re expected. He
said that the media has an important role in
making the mushaira sueeessful.

Minister for Defence -Khawaja Muhammad Asif, presenting a shield to H.E Mr. Mehmet
Pacaci, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkiye, in Islamabad (16-04-2024)

Crackdown against Gas

pilferers; SNGPL disconnected

74 connections, imposed fine
of Rs 2.55 million

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore

During the ongoing crackdown against pas
PL contimued rmds m Punjab,
htunkhwa and  Islamabad. It
conneetions and imposed fine
55 million. In Mubtan. the regional
team disconmeeted 03 eonneetions on illegal

pilferers, 5}
Khyber 12
disconnceted 74

of Rs 2

hiscomeeted 43
d booked

use of gas. In Peshawar e

I use of
inst gas thel
gas thieves, In
the

connections on illg
Rs 1.61 million a
Lodged 07 FIRs
iwalpindi & sl
mnected 03 connections on ille
il booked Rs 0.21 million 4
ses. [n Bahawalpur the

cases. It
inst
abad

team

| use of

thelt
disconneeted 04 connections on il

gas I Mardun.

gas IIk. feam .!I.\u \I||\H'.\ul fine of Rs 0.44
million agamnst 4
the regron: am disconneeted 01 connection
on illegal use of g of Rs
0.02 million a cs. In
Gujranwala, disconnected 03

as the es. In Farsalabad

s and imposed

gas thefl

nst
leam
comneetions on illegal use of
Mne ol Rs 0
In Sargodha, tes

ox and imposed

mdisconnceted 01 connection

on il use of In Gujrat, team
di
ga
conneetion on illegal use of g

gas
onnected 01 conneetion on illegal use of
In Sahiwal

team  disconnected 01

i lodged 01

FIR against gas thieve,

IESCO Power Suspension

Schedule for Today

SoonTimes Correspondent

Islamabad:

According 10 ad  Electrie. Supply
Company  (IESCOY's spokesman,  System
M Work 18 1n
process. Th power supply of below
mentioned feedersfreas will be temporary

Islanaly

ntenane

Development

suspended as per given schedule On 17t
April 2024, From 08:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
bad Circle. Islamabad Club-1, Shahzad
Shaheed. Scheme-11
i Gala, Athal, Shahpur
ahu-11 NTH, Bharakahu-1,
Rawalpidi City - Cirele,

win/Mahfooz
ation Plant,
T&T. Bhar
=172 Feeders,

Alamabad, Guishanabad,
‘eeshan Colony, Qasim M,
ma Masjid, Dhok Khaba, Kamal Abad
Feeders, Chakwal Cirele,  Shah, Dandut
Feeders, From 08:00 AM 1o 05:00 PM, GSO
Cirele, Tatta Pani, Sehansa, City-11, Fatehpur,
Cheruhi, Cit Nad. Khor Raua and
surrounding arcas will remam closed [ESCO

Mangatal, Rata,
B Block.

management
customers for the power outage. IF the work is

apologizes to s esteemed

completed ahead of time, the power supply
i be restored even befure the seheduled
hme




Head says
Hyderabad eyeing
300, Bengaluru's
Maxwell takes a
break

NEW DELHI
Afler breaking the Indm Premier
League's highest for a second
time this u|lv\ rac] mg upzsu Tuns on
Monday, Hyderabad are now
looking to hn..ull the 300-mark. their in-
form opener Travis Head
Hyderabad set a new mark last month by
posting 277-3 against Mumhm Indians
but bettered tl i
Royal Cl
Chininitins-lei sid Winning the matels by
25 runs,

Head set ||u tone aga

7 '((mr :oml)ncc(k
does it now?" Head s:
erabad innings on Monda;
got guys like Klaasen, (Abdul)
Samad and Nitish (Kumar Reddv).
We've got some power through the
middle, and we want to keep just putli
the foot down as muchas we can.
“We know that's not always guaran|
but at the moment | think we're setl
upreally well ir
the score that we need
Former champions Hyderabad
fourth in the |)uml~.l

n Faf du
dropped to the bottom of the 10-
team league following their sixthdefeatin
seven matches.

Pride and hype
as F1 roars back
to China after
Covid absence

ago the Shangha
uit hosted a Cov
hospital, but this weekend it will stage
Formula One once more as the sport

3 for the first ime since

d. i these 5.000
s of (Chinese) history there has
only been one Zhou Guanyu,” said fan
2 Xiaotian

Shanghai last witnessed an
2019. before Covid and Chin:
trictions put a halt to almostall major
sportin the country.

for the
One weekend
Frida

rage in

nula
which begins with

minutesof going on salein January.

Slater remanded in
police custody on
charges of assault

and stalking

SYDNEY

(Web Desk)
Former Australia Test cricketer
ichael Slater has been remanded in
police custody after being charged
withmore than a dozen offences.
Slater, 54, had his mentioned in

Maroochydore Magistrates Court on
Monday.

He is facing 19 charges relating to
alleged ul'lt.ni:i.\ pe petrated on
sland's hine Coast on
various dates between December 5.
2 nd April 12,2024,

The charges include domestic violence
offences of unlawlful stalking or
mtimidation, breaking into a dwelling
with intent at night, common assault,

batter and TV
charged with
d ten counts of
domestic  violence

The former op
commentator w
ching  bail
contravening a
order.

Palice confirmed they arrested a 54-
~old Noosa  Heads al a
hine Coast address on Friday

o '\Ilq.ul dun\uuu violence

been mll.lmlcd in custody
with the case due to be mentioned in
the same court on Tuesday:

Israel's military chief says that Israel will
respond to Iran's weekend missile attack

has urged Israel to show r

JERUSAL
Israel’s military chiel said Monday th country will
respond to Iran’s weekend . but he didnot
when and how as world leaders urged aga
Irying lo1\u:daxpam!ut\mli.n i

ion
and
Isracli mlhmr_\ said
were intercepted, by

Rear Adm
ne that we
DUBAL

certainl; \‘bm met with a severe. wis
o m.\ told th -Qamn

straight day, the

decisions.
In a conversation with U.S. House Majority Leader Steve emba:
Scalise, Net ha said that “Israel will do w

Iran's (leIIl\
ahi that

required 10 defend itself”
announced

s it seeks to build a broad diplomatic respon

Iran says any action against its
interests will get a 'painful’ response

pread and painful response
nir Sheikh T

ael's military Chicf of Stafl. Herzi Halevi. said on Monday that Iran's attack
on Ismcl - \\Imh was a retaliation after the April 1 bombing of the Ir
y compound in Damascus - warranted a response. opposition face,
ister Ali Bagheri Kam Iald

ran’ 151V
mlh.rol m.cnnd:.a; Tran will not wait for another 12 da} s |u respond”.

mim bin Hamad al-

'V on Monday
on would be

billion people eli
M

button on an el

firstused n Indiain 19!

the [irst-p
voters cas
a constitiency
most voles wins the

Congi
the matriarch of the Neh

India's Lok
Sabha election
2024: What you
need to know

holding the world's

starting this month, with ne;

ster Narendra Modi in the pole
ion

Election

Inu‘crhu:m. of |v.

Sabha

party or a coalitic webll & nmph
majority of 272 seats. Prime Mi
Narendra Modi's Bharati

(BIP} won 303 seats the last time,
followed by 52 for the main opposition
Indian National Congress (INC),

ddition to the contested seats., |
dent can nominate up to two Anglo-
stothe Lok Sabha.

i AND WHEN IS IT

TAKING

he elections will be conducted in seven
artly to ensure suflicient security

2 booths across the vast country
their choice by pressing
tronic voling machine,

nd more widely

singe the early 20005,

Votes will be counted on June 4 alter
polling isdone on April 19.Ap
7. May 13, May 20, May
HOW DOF

26, May
dJune 1.

ITWORK?
The world's most populous nation follows
-the- pml system,

where

18 vears and con

are registered. out of which 497 million
are men and 471 million are women. A

Tran ulH respond 10 any action against its interests, President Ebrahim Raisi higher percentage of women voters than

on '] ', according to the Iranian Student News Agency, a day afte Ltitin Sabheriniden
sracl warned itwill respond to Tehran's weekend drone and missile aftack men are hkely to vole for the second ime
"We categorically declare that the smallest action against Iranian i |Icrcslx\\|l\ narow

WHOARE THE MAIN CANDIDATES?
Modi
de facto deputy Amit Shah and the main

headlines th . followed by his

Rahul Gandhi of the

s party

Israel still imposing 'unlawful'
restrictions on Gaza aid, UN
rights office says

zencies say it is still B below
bare minimum levels required to
meet basic needs.

tnggered h\
Hamas'
cross-border

attacks on  "Isracl continues 1o impose
Oct. 7 has mlawlul restrictions on the entry
turmed much  and distiibution of humanitarian
of the Gaza and 1o

stip into a
£ wasteland,
gﬂ o = w it h
- hundreds of
thousands of

GENEVA peaple now displaced and erowded

Israel is still imposing Wl g the southern comer of the
ons on humanitarian rehiel  Lpopayve
the UN human rights e amount of aid now entering

ice said on Tuesday. despite  Gaua is disputed. with Israel and
assertions from Ismel and others  washington id ﬂ‘,mh_m the Gaza Strip since it hit an aid
that restrictions have cased in recemt davs but UN  convey on April 1, killing
sracl's offensive in the Gaza Strip ) international reliel workers

rsen

India's Lok Sabha election
2024: What are the key
issues?

NEW DELHI

rly one billion Indians
will be eligible to vote in the
world's biggest election
starting this month. Opinion
polls predict an casy win for
Prime Mimster Narendra
Modi and his Bharativa
¢ (BIP). which

m a rnecord-

1
would

hig ofthe Modi era b
bridges across the country.
Nn\ Delhi and Mumb

ne
LOPMENT. INFLATION
India’s economy pected to have grown by about
8% in the last fiscal year ended March 31 the fastest
anong major countrics.

In the past decade under Modi. the Indian economy
has jumped five places to the fifth position in the
world and he has "gu to lint
tion should he win the ¢le

erated to 6.7% from
ear ago. Annual retail

21/22, and 6.2% the 3
inflation was5.09%in February

Heavy rains lash
UAE and surrounding
nations as the death

toll in Om

an flooding

rises to 18

DUBAL Umted Arab Emirates

Heavy rains lashed the United Arab
Emirates on Tuesday. Mooding out
portions of major highways and
leaving vehicles abandoned on
roadways across Dubai
Meanwhil th toll in
separale heavy flooding in
neighboring Oman rose (o 18 with
others still missing as the sultanate

prepared for the storm
i s bej

il LIII lm\ mL,

W h.ppm \\um.\dhrllph.\l mgm.u
Dubai International Airport, the
world’s bus [ nternational
travel and the home of the long-
haul carrier Emirates.

Police and emergency personnel
drove slowly through the {looded
streets, their emergency  lights
Mashing across the darkened
morning. Lightning flashed across
the sky. occasionally touching the
tip of the Burj Khalifa, the world’s
tallest building.

Schools across the UAE. a
federation of seven sheikhdoms,
largely shut ahead of the storm and
government employees were
largely working remotely if able
M workers stayed home as
well, though some ventured oul,
with the unfortunate stalling out

their vehicles in deeper-than-
expected waler covering some
roads

Authorities
into the sir

ent tanker trucks out
and highways to

but oecurs periodically during the
cooler winter months. Many
roads and other areas lack
drainage given the lack of regular
i ausing (looding,

Initial estimates suggested over
30 millimeters (1 inch) of rain fell
over the moming in Dubai, with
asmuch as 128 mm (5 inches) of
rainexpeeted throughout the day.
I{xnu also fell in Bahrain, Qatar

In neighboring Oman, a sultanate
that rests on the castem edge of
the Arabian Peninsula, at least 18
people had been killed in heavy
rains in recent d. according o
a statement Tuesday from the
country’s  National Committee
for Emergency Management
That includes some 10
schoolchildren swept away in a
wvehicle with an adult, which saw
condolences come into the
country from rulers across the
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