Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know. (Al-Qur’an)
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Ruling alliance sweeps Senate polls with
orabbing

PPP

11, PML-N six seats

Overall 356 lawmakers cast their votes in the upper house of parliament's elections, whereas,

0 elections at Pariament House

Correspondent
1 Peoples Party (PPP) has taken the lead
in the e polls with 11 seats, while Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) clinched six
eals.
The Muttahida Qaudmi Movement Pakista
(MQM-P) secured and an du.puad..ulumh ale
Faisal Vawdz red one se:
The polling for the 19 u
National, Punjab, and Sindh
elections on 11 Khyber Pakl
s1)

(MQM-Pyand an ndependent candidate

On the genera Ashral Ali Jatoi, Dost Ali Jessar,

Kazim Ali Shah, Masroor Ahsan. and Nadeem
been declared vi s per

general seat whi
Vl\\-l.l:llw\\mlllh,

Quratulai
whil b

reserved seat

PPP’s Sarm I Zamir Ghumro won
n.dmm;r.\l seats. In Sindh Assembly. the provincial
c on i Sharif Ullah d the
reaulteal e Sonate polls

Punjab : In Punjab. Fi e Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb grabbed victory in the upper house polls
on technacrat seats 2 128 \mu PML= N

The ruling party in Sindh — the I‘.wkntm\ Peaples
Party (PPP) — managed to w

from the province, whereas. each .\c. 5
won by the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan

voles.

Omar

notified as NA
opposition leader

on Times Correspondent
LAMABAD:
tan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Omar A
unappe od
Opposition in the National
Assembly on ru\.‘dm
A

noti fic

ng th
serutiny Di Ayub’
papers as per Rule
Rules of Procedure and
Conductof Business of the
Avub and PTI leaders Barnster

Ayub

Gohar Al . and  Malik

Muhammad ir Dogar met

mlh NA Speaker
e

Kh

opposition le
backed by 85 n
Sunni Ttiehad

ouncil (SIC),
marking a significant show of
support

Lastmonth. ina formal move. the
PTI

nee put for r:llm
candidacy. submit
necessary documents 1o \mtup
olfice.

appointed as
presiding officer

chairman, deputy
chairman polls

he Senate sec
acmrdmnz to the parli

Sfiorhoopmottion menbors

Ishaq Dar

Eight IHC judges receive
‘threatening letters filled
with powder’

for Senate

Islamabad

Web Desk

In a disturbing turn of evenls, eight
ul the [slamabad High Court
h Justice
Aamer ].mmq “have reportedly
received threatening letters filled
with an unknown

incident has ked
mimmhlmn ':ml! ed concems
# v and security of the

ix judges of the THC
|h.n.|u.d a letier 10 the Supreme
Judicial Couneil (SIC), expr
their concerns about all
mlrrl_'cr::ncc
el
development h-n ]’ml a -qm[:
the delicate bal ice hu\\ e
SAry, ! Judicial
influen:
Judicial sources old Express News
that when the stall’ of two ju
opened the letters.
powder inside
atlected stafl’

er Ishaq D:

pointed as the pre
luvr elections of the Se
n \?nd deputy chaiman as

hands asa precautionary n' measure.
Confirming the reception of the
letters, THC Chiel Ju\l:u: Aamer
Farooq stated that the uu.td:.‘nl
cmllnhulu] lo delays in the d
s, L pun receiving the letters,

erts I mabad

h\

prompil v
I\I‘nm.:h‘ul High Court to examine
the suspicious powder.

Sources close to the investigation
indicated that the letters contaimed
signs of intimidation and were sent
woman \\hu :Iul nnlr.h-«.]o her

fariat_said that

ssion of Pal
postponed 'ium
’h\hr?-ul.hlunl.hm
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Nawaz, Shehbaz
cast their votes for
Senate election

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Shehabz Sharif and PML-N leader
harifcast their votes for Senate election,

g in Natiomal as \\;II as Sindh and Punjab
blies was held to elect 19
senators. As many as 35 candidates are in the ficld
for 19 Scnate scals whereas 18 scnators have
already been declared winners unopposed.

In Islamabad. Ishaq Dar of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) is contesting on the
technoerat seat, R Mchmoodul Hasan of the
Pakistan Peoples Party on the general scat, Ansar
Mehmood supported by the PTT on the technocrat
seat and Farzand Hussain Shah is comesting on the
ral scal.

Constitution is being
violated repeatedly,
will fight tooth and
nail to get our right:
Gandapur

Soon Times Correspondent

PESHAWAR

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chiel’ Mi

(:.md-\pnr said on Tuesday the C:
being violated rep

ister Ali Amin

tution in the

. "The Constitution is being
lated in the country. The
on was breached by not holding
clections in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
within 90 ds Gandapur ‘said PTI's cl
symbol and scats were snatched. He sai
stem would unravel soon.

Imran claims Bushra poisoned in Bani Gala sub-jail

Soon Times Correspondent
LAMABAD:
PTI founder Imran Khan med

the
carlier.

lady and added that she has m;
her § tongue as a side efiect of
the "poisor

doctor who examined

He also urged to have an ingui

Former premier requests court to order Bushra's medical examination by a doctor from Shaukat Khanum hospital

on Tuesday that his wife and
former first lady had been
poisoned while

Bani Gala sub-j
medical checkup by

T know who is Inhmd it." said the PT1
founder.

He added that if any harm came to
Bushra, the army chief should be held
ble as members of an

matter of Bushra’ salleged poisoning

Following the former premier’s
request. the court directed Imran to
submita detailed application regarding
the former first lady's medical

Bushra  cleaner which were added to her food
and claimed that a person’s health
vintothe  deteriorates after a month of
consumption
Read Bushra fi Imran could be

pl)lsmh.‘d inAdiala Jail
s swell up. 1 feel pain and
dm.umlm my chest and stomach and

s choosi
During the |

ce agency are controlling  examination

thing in Bani Gala and Adiala

g of the £190

million corruption reference in
Adiala jail, the former premier

13

Tmran further urged Ih:. court o order being an
Bushra's medical ¢ by Dr. irculati
Asim of Shaukat Ml.umm [[m]":l.}l,
adding that he and the party do not trust

inthe

Rana that there had bee
empt to poison the forme:

Talking to the media during the hearing.
Bushra said rumours regarding her
‘American agent'

she was poisoned
of a popular toilet

food and water also taste bitter. Some
suspicious substance was mixed in
honey carlier and now the toilet cleaner
was mixed in my food.” claimed the
I\' “I was told by
1 about what was added to

my food. T will not reveal any names.”

were

former first

MQM-P threatens to quit federal
govt over rise in street crimes

= Subzwari asks why barriers not being placed on the streets.
= He questions PPP's 15- yeas -long governance in (:u]bm;= crime.

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

Muttahida Qaumi Moveme
Pakistan (MQM-P) Senator F:
Subzwari Tuesday
will quit the federal government if
the people of the port city
ontinue to be Killed amd the nise
instreet cnmesacross Karachi
I.lmunlm;. the 13-vear-long rule
of the Peoples Party
(PPP) in the provinee, the MOM-
P senator said the demands for an
n would come

=5

forward if such killings were
happening elsewhere,

"It our people continue to be
killed,

we will leave ﬂu.

s g the
||u/a.n.~.n||.|l is who have fallen
victim at the hands of crininals
for the p:
Many

incidents. particularly in the
month of Ramadan during which

d his party

lives of

criminals seem to have been let
loose.

From January till March, at least
50 citizens have lost their lives
due to street crimes. Meanwhile,
six robbers have been killed in 75
ce encounters while 93
ed were arrested with

Ih Home Minister

Ziaul Hasan Lanjar termed crime

f (PT1)
hemently np|m the
formation of a larger bench and
demanded of the Supreme Court
c: sh a full cowrt to
concerning the
Islamabad Ihg.h

Cnm'((lll(.)]ud’u
Addre: ing a pr
Cen

timl the gov

n (o enable
the judicial

broadeast live on tulu
the public to

that the wol
= “A Tull court
gravily and
Both the high court judges
people of Pakistan demand just
nd thatl must be met
spon lnhl\ lies with l|lL LlllLl'
d

PTI spoke:
former chiet

Just

e's
on Mirch
informed that nearly
street erimes had

Iﬁi)ﬂ()
been
orded in the metropolis

taking (b

January this vear.

meddling in the judicial matters. On
d formed a

I
However,

person noted that the
letter
corroborated the stance of the PTL as
well as that of the legal fraten
e bevond the purview
of the chief justice and a seven judge
beneh.

Court defers gifts case hearing
agalnst Nawaz, Zardari till Jan 4

On the oc
i‘.hll)!- min

ion, former Gilgit-Balustan
m Kh.xlul Mnmhu.d
al

by theagencies injudicial
Khursheed commended their courage
led upon the Supreme Court and

past m
importance of a robust judicial s
fostering growth and
investment

stem in
acting
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WILDLIFE RESCUE FORCE

institutions to raise public
awareness regarding wildlife
protection and conservation
efforts, she said.
Marriyum Aurangzeb
emphasized that no leniency
will be shown towards those
unlawfully detaining animals
or perpetrating acts of cruelty
against them. The true
sanctuary for wildlife lies
within forests and other
natural environs. Keeping
wild animals and birds in
unlawful captivity constitutes
a criminal offense, she
asserted, urging the public to
report any such instances to
aid in wildlife preservation
efforts.

and 25 peacocks from
unlawful captivity.
Additionally, a Bengal tiger
was intercepted while being
transported from Lahore to
Multan. Those found keeping
animals illegally are subject to
arrest under the amended
Wildlife Act of 1973, with
fines amounting to
Rs.712,500 imposed on
various offenders. She assured
that the rescued animals will
be temporarily housed in
aviaries before being released
back into their natural
habitats, many of which are
endangered
Furthermore, educational
lectures and seminars have
been conducted in academic

She explained that legislation
will be enacted regarding the
capture of lions, leopards and
wild cats under the Wildlife
Act. Prior to the ten-day
timeline for the combing
operation against illegal
possession of animals,
continuous operations
resulted in the recovery of 11
rare black bears from
Sargodha, Nankana Sahib,
Bahawalpur, Multan,
Gujranwala and DG Khan, she
added. The senior
minister disclosed that the
search operations led to the
rescue of 96 green parrots, 20
monkeys, 85 sparrows, 6
pheasants, 35 partridges, 45
rosy starlings (Pastor roseus),

A suite of directives
spearheaded by Senior
Provincial Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb, to safeguard and
conserve wildlife, have borne
fruit. These orders have been
issued in accordance with the
guidelines of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif.
In a statement issued on
Tuesday, Senior Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb stated
that the establishment of a
wildlife rescue force has been
ordered under the vision of the
CM Punjab. In the first phase,
the rescue force will consist of
trained staff, veterinary
ambulances, doctors and
rescue vehicles in Khanewal,
.ahore and Rawalpindi.

he Politics of Privatization in Pakistan:
An Analysis of the Impact on Democratic

Pakistan's FY24 economic
outlook remains bleak,
warns World Bank

The World Bank also warned that
Pakis

Accountability and professionalism”

made. including the
ization of the Pakistan
Reinsurance Company Limited
(PRCL) and the National
Investment Trust (NIT).

factor in the efficient delivery of
services to citizens.
Privatization often brings
market-oriented incentives that

an would continue to

liquidity issues in the medi may reshape the ethos and
iquichty issues n the e practices within public 20132018 The government of
term, due to trade deficit and institutions. It can inwroduce  Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, in

his third term, placed a renewed
emphasis on privatization. The

Limited to external

acee performance-based metrics,

b 4

Web Desk
The World Bank (WB) on
Tuesday projected Pakistan's

8% 1n
al year ending

economy 1o

row by only |

the current fisc
June 2024, stressing the need for
structural reforms, as imflationary
burdens have sent nearly 40% of
the population below the poverty
line

According to World Bank’s latest
“Pakistan Development Update
Fiscal Impact of Federal State-

Owned Enterpris the modest
€CONoOmiIc  recovery
months is atinibuted to stringent
monetary and fiscal policies.
ongoing import control meat
to safeguard hmited foreign
and subdued economie
aclivity ami

in recent

HH

st low confidence

levels.

“Aclearly articulated, ambitious,
and credible economic reform
agenda 15 required to reduce
uncertainty and
confidence. Risks remain very
high. and key policy constraints
mable economic growth
unaddressed.  Policy
buffers to manage any shocks
remain depleted, with high levels
of debt and tightly constrained

restore

1o s

e

" the

W Eileorlsmd
The report said under the current
policy
major structural

seltings. and unless a
reform
programme was durably
implemented. growth was
expected to remain muted amid
continued very low mnvestment,
persistent  external imbalances
(hikely necessitating continued
import and capital management
distortionary  fiscal
and a large state
nce in the economy.

multilateral donor said
Pakistan’s economy  stabilised
with improved economic
management and new external

The

mflows, while a sustained
recovery, with improved growth
prospeets, and poverty reduction
would remain achal
“Without major
significant poverty reduction is
xpected over the medium term
ancial sector stress, looming
policy uncertainty with potential
policy slippages, climate change-
induced shocks and natural
disasters. and external headwinds
all pose very high nsks to the
outlook.” the IFI s report said

reforms.  no

financing. unless authorities take
“major and sustained cconomic
reforms.”

“Pakistan 1s expected Lo continue
facmg foreign exchange lig
issues due to the persistent trade
deficit and limited aceess 1o
external financing. Even with the

recent successtul completion of
the IMF-SBA and continued
serves are projected
Import
are

to remain low
management  measures

expected to continue disrupting

domestic supply chams, wh
tight macroeconomic policies
will mute aggregate consumption
and investment,” the report said.

It said the fiseal deficit was
projected to increase to 8.0% of
GDP in FY24 duc to higher
“It will then
the

inlerest payments.
gradually
medium mterest
payments decrease and fiscal

celine over

term  as

consolidation measures take
hold.” the report said

It added that the primary deficit
was expected to decline to 0.1%
of GDP in FY24, reflecting the
recent fiscal consolidation
measures,

“It 15 expected to grow to 0.3
percent of GDP in FY25-26. A
deeper fiscal consolidation over
the medium term will be
necessary to restore fiscal and
debt sustamability.” the World
Bank said,

Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, called on President Asif Ali Zard:

i, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,

Awals Akmal
From Sargodha University

Privatization has been a widely
adopted policy approach around
the world, driven by the belief
that isferring  state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) to the private
sector can enhance cconomic
cfficiency. foster competition.
and promote overall
development. However. the
process of privatization is not
merely an economic
phenomenon: it has profound
implications for democratic
accountability and the
professionalism of public
services.

Pakistan. a developing nation
in South Asia. has c\pcncnccd
multiple waves of privatization
over t!lc past few decades. The
intreduction of market-oriented
reforms in the 19905, under the
influence of international
financial institutions. led to a
nificant shift in the
government's role in the
economy. Numerous public
enterprises were privatized,
spanning sectors such as
teleconmunications, banking,

While privatization was often
promoted as a means (o
increase efficiency and reduce
the fiscal burden on the
government, its consequences
for democratic accountability
and professionalism have
received less atlention,

Democratic accountability is a
vital pillar of any functioning
democracy. ensuring that
decision-making processes are
i .. and

. The

privatization of public services
can potentially impact
democratic

transferring  decision-ma
power [rom accountable

government institutions to
profit-oriented private entities.
It raises questions regarding the
degree of public oversight and
control over essential services,
such as healthcare. education.

and utilitics. once they arc
handed over to private hands.
Understal the dynamics of

democratic accountability inthe
context of privatization is
crucial for cvaluating the
broader implications for
governance and cilizen
engagement.

Morcover. the professionalism
of public services is an essential

introduce competition, and

redefine the reles and
responsibilities of public
servants, This raises questions
about the potential impacts on
the quality and accessibility of
public services. as well as the
nltc"rlh .md accountability of

Pakistan has
process that
dates back to the late 1980s, Tt
has been pursued by various
governments with the aim of
reducing the burden on the
public sector. improving
efficiency, attracting
imvestment, and  stimulating
growth. Here is a
historical overview of
privatizationin Pakistan:
L 1980s: The process of
zation in Pakistan began
in earnest under the government
of Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto in 1988. The
government established the
Privatization Commission in
1990 to oversee the
privatization process. However.
due to political instability and
resistance from labor unions,
progress was limited during this
period.
#1990s: Privatization gained
momentum during the
sovernment of Prime Minister
waz Sharil in the 1990s. The
privatization program was
expanded to include industries
such as bank 8.
telecommunications. and
enc Key privatization
initiatives included the sale of
shares in United Bank Limited
(UBL) Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL). and
Karachi Electric Supply
Corporation (KESC).
sEarly 2000s: The process of
privatization faced some
selbacks in the early 2000s due
to political changes and legal
challenges. However. the

I

the

government of President Pervez
the

Musharral reinvigorated
privatization progr:
launching the Pri
People program. whichaimed to
offer shares to the general
public. This led to the successful
privatization of various entities,
including Pakistan State Qil
(PSO). P: m Steel Mills, and
the Oil and Gas Development
Company Limited (OGDCL).

#2008-2013: The government of
President Asif Ali
criticism for the slow pace of
privatization during this period.
However, some progress was

government pursued a
comprehensive  privatization
agenda. including the sale of
shares in Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA). Pakistan Steel
Mills. and wvarious power
generation companies.
However. political and legal
schallenges resulted in limited
progress during this period
«2018-present: The government
of Prime Minister Imran Khan
has expressed its commitment to
privatization as part of its
cconomic reform agenda. The
government aims to divest
shares in various state-owned
enterprises. including Pakistan
International  Airlines  (PIA).
Pakistan Steel Mills. and
Pakistan State Oil (PSO).
However. progress has been
slow due to a challenging
economic environment and
political opposition.

Now here some  policy
recommendations for
strengthening democratic
accountabil and enhancing
profcssionalism:

Enhance transparency and
information disclosure
throughout the privatization
process. including the
publication of relevant
documents and public access 1o
information.

oEstablish robust oversight
mechanisms to monitor
privatization initiatives.
ensuring that decision-making
processes are accountable to
democratic institutions  and
stakeholders.

sPromole citizen participation
in decision-making. such as
through public consultations.
hearings. and involvement of
civil society organizations. to
ensure diverse perspectives are
considered.

eDevelop and enforce
professional standards in
privatized sectors to ensure the
delivery of high-quality
services and main
professionalism among
employees.

sEstablish capacity-building
programs and training
ives to bridge skill gaps
and enhance the expertise of the
workforee in privatized entitics.
slmplement performance
monitoring and evaluation
systems to measure the
efficiency and effectiveness of
privatized services. while also
incorporating customer
feedback and satisfaction
surveys.




MC Sargodha is not paying heed
towards open manholes: Citizens

Shoaib Ali. Falling into open manholes inthe
cts is a threal to children's lives. Children
ts on their w

All m; |Imln. covers i Sar,

i iere is a danger of children
ing into manholes, On behall’ of the
requests have been made several
times to Commissioner Ajmal Bhatti and
Deputy  Commi

home from fore, we request Prime Ministe

¥ Pakistan Shehbaz Shanif and Chief
Minister Punjab M
action on them. Open r s
and markets should beclosed toay :ml.m\

untoward incident,

tion does not tak
oner Captain retired  uptil an aceident oceurs in Sargodha.

Security staff of THQ Hospital
Bhera went on strike

say that we have not re
three months. Our families
strike will continue until the
paid. Medical Superintendent Dr
Muhammad Tsmail said that the salary of

Soon Times Comespondent
Bhera:

The security staff of Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Bhera went on strike for noy
payvment of salaries. Seeurity offic

their security
lllchn\:l I

ing to get their

u] aries h,loml id-ul

Women Leaders of
PTI arrested in Mianwali
riot case

‘mun Times Correspondent
adha:

al’s women

lead i Javed and Alia

Hamza have been arrested in

the Mianwali riot case. These

women leaders were also

named in the four cases of
9 a i

Lahore and brought them to

Sargodha. Both the PTI
leaders produced before
the Special Anti-Terrorism

Court. The police has
requested a 30-day remand of’
Sanam Javed and Alia
Hamza, Judge Ijaz Ahmad
Buttar of the Special Anti
Terrorism Court has granted a
14-day remand. Sanam Javed
and Alia Hamza w amed
in terrorism cases registered in Mianwali
police station Kamar Mashani. Musa Khel

police station and City police station on
May 9. Further hearing will be held on April
16

Wildlife department is continuing a
combing operation against illegal
hunting: Urooj Zaheer

birds from different arcas of Punjab have
been rescued and released in the openair
Shopkeepers keeping these birds have
hed and fined heavily. In this
have been recovered
Sargodha and transferred
1o Joharabad Wildlife Park. Similarl
raid was condueted in Bhalwal B
s of birds were
t shops and
released in the open air. It should be
remembered that under the third
schedule of the ab Wildlife Act,
birds and animals, inclhuding parro
sparrows, black bears, monkeys,
te. are not allowed to be kept in
]how who are keeping
peacoc s and chinkara  dex
+  without license will be taken

custody and legal action will be ta
said that on the special instructions of  #2ainst those responsible. The Wildlife
Senior Minister Punjab Maryam Department has been carrying out
Aurangzeb, under the leadership awareness campaigns among people
Wildlife Mudassar Riaz Malik, a st illegal poaching of  wildlife
in the city service program "Shaheen  ¢ombing operation has been going on pamphlets, ho board:
Sargodha” broadeast by Radio oss Punjab since March 26 against the  F electronic and pr
Pakistan Sargodha. While talking 0 yrond of hunting. Under this wellas visiting schools and colleges.
program anchor Malik Qasim, she  gperation, encaged wild animals and

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha:

Assistant Director Wildlife Sargodha
Urooj Zaheer participated as a guest

i

Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan Gulbar Khan calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad

Aitzaz moves SC to
form commission to
probe IHC judges'
letter

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

Apetition was lodged in the Supreme Court

(SC) Lahore Registry. urging the fonmation

of & commission comprised three top court

serving judges to investigate the recent

letter written by six judges of the Islamabad

HighCourt

Senior lawver Aitzaz Ahsan filed the

petition in the Supreme Court making the
v of Law and the Ministry of

S 1'u||und|.‘nl~.

'Jmlgcs of Illu Isl‘. 1wi Eilbh Luun on
arch 23, questioning whether there was
way to handle intimidation by

agencies,
It further contends that the lette
Justice (retd) Shaukat

revelations. signifies undue influence
exerted by secretagencies on the judgments

The pc.l\llnnw«.k\,tuulcmlh the ndividuals
within secrel agel involved in illici
activilies.  Additiona it calls for the
dismissal of all v ials involved in
such unlawful acts by the federal

h.Ls taken suo

i
and hmnod a ﬁ:.u.n-mt,mlxr bun.h to hear
the issue of alleged interference in the

Methodist Church Opens
Door to Promote Social
Cohesion

Soon Times Correspondent

Quetta:

Inalandmark event hosted by the Methodist
ChurchinQuetta, a i
leaders and dig
Dialogue cum Ifiar dinner. a collaborative
effort between the Balochistan Rural
Support Program (BRSP) and the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF). Among
the ndees was Speaker Provincial
Assembly Cap (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
who empl i the vital need for
collal sc\m ndeavours in fostering peace
and ing among

Achakzai urged attendees to carry lun\ard
the spirit of unmity and understanding
nurtured during the event. emphasizing that
together, they can build a more prosp

government's initiatives to promote
mterfaith harmony. social cohesion. and
protect the rights of religious minonties. He
emphasized the pivotal role of collaborative
efforts in nurturing unity and harmony o
build an inclusive and peaceful soci
through collective actions.Zahoor Balidi.
member of the Provincial Assembly of
Balochistan. delivered valuable perspectives

on the importance of dialogue and
cooperation among various faith
itics. H 1 the signifi of

mutual respect and understanding in
cultivating a society that values its diversity,
highlighting the positive impact of such
gatherings in promoting interfaith harmony
and inclusivity Bishop Khalid Rehmat

ized the ion of dive and

and inclusive societyNadir Gul, the CEO of
PPAF, emphasized the influential role of
religious scholars in pmmmmg d

m, urging unity in embra
n's rich cultural tapestry. He
ded the ive efforts of

counteri extre ideologies. and
advi omlmu for social justice and equality. He
reiterated the vision of Quaid-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah for a Pakistan that
embraces religious freedom and  unity
among all faiths. Gul also highlighted the
significance of Paigham-c-Pakistan in
fostening interfaith harmony and  social
cohesion, emphasizing its role in bridging
communal gaps and nurturing a sense of
i Mr. Dawood Bazai.
Secrelary of Minority Affairs Government
of Balochistan (GOB), shed light on the

government institutions in fostering social
cohesion and understanding among diverse
communitics. noling the import;
governmental support in building a soci
where every individual is valued and
respected Earlier, while welcoming 1o the
participants Dr. Tahir Rasheed, CEQ of
BRSP. underscored the importance of
cooperation among various stakeholders,
mcluding government agencices
organizations like PPAF, religious leaders,
civil societies. and the media

ce of

. donor




PCB likely to
bench Shaheen
for three T201

matches against

stan pacer Shaheen Shah
Afridi will likely miss part of the
five-match T201 series agmnst New
Zealand in line with the policy of
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
to lessen the burden on leading fast
bowlers of the team,

According to the publication, there
are ongoing consultations on the
matler to protect the pacers from
unnecessary burden and test the
form and fitness of newcomers
Meanwhile. the fast bowlers who
are making a comeback have more
chances to be included in the T201
seriesagainst the Kiwis.

There are chances that leading fast
Shaheen will be
part of the series
or the complete series against the
visitors, which is set to begin on
April 18

The development come:
replaced Shaheen
captain and reappointed Babar
Azam i his place. The former
captain was reportedly unhappy
with the board’s abrupt decision of
his removal.

after PCB
the T201

Bella Hadid,
family get death
threats for
speaking out
against Israel

(Web Desk) — Amid increasing global
condemnation of Isracl’s actions, various
celebrities are using their platforms to
rais s

CT l|I|\N|L| Bella Hadid

apartheid
1 Story

ip of an Isracli minister

tence of the Palestinian

She shared
ng the

people and responded by highlighting her
awn

Palestinian heritage and
ng the injustices suflered by

s shared a video from Al Jazeera
Syria caused by
2 her outrage

atthe ongoing violence.

Shagufta Ejaz
reminisces about
PTV's heyday

fia Ejaz is a popular
n actor who has
merous hit drama serials.

TV show, she drew
n the past and the
's. She said the actors in the
Kill and perform
ed maturity

Paki
appeared in

<

whereas today’s o
and tolerance.
In the show
ionalism of actors - both old and

she talked about the

young, She also gave her opinion on
the lates thedramai
Shagufia ljaz said, “previc ors had
tolerance. current actors lack toleranee
level, we had perfiection in our crafl, now
actors don’t have that perfection and
maturity.

s @

¢ much distractions. The
to focus on performance
rather than sets and ambiance.”

Publisher & Chief Editor Shal Muhamimad Awan Printer Istumuabad, Zoya Press Islamabad, Ithad Ce

World Central Kitchen charity halts Gaza
operations after Israeli strike Kills 7 workers

The charity said the team was traveling in a three-car convoy that included two armored vehicles

Russia damages energy
I facility in drone attacks on
central Ukraine, Kyiv says

DEIRAL-BALAH, Gaza Strip
An Isracli awstrike Killed seven aid worke:
Kitchen, leading the chanity to s
food aid o where [srae ive has pushed hundreds
ol thousandsof Palestinians to the brink of starvation.
Cyprus, which has played a key role in tryin blish a sea
route to bring food to the territory, said ships that recently amived
were tuming back — with some 240 tons of undelivered aid
Israeh Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu acknowledged that
the country’s forces had
“mnocent |k.\\|l|«., inthe Gazi I}
into lI|L strike and would “do every lllll

th World Central I
delivery Tuesday of vital

1 !’nh\h nation
and a Palestinian, according to hospital records.
A man displays blood-stained British, Polish. and Australian
passports afler an Israeli airstrike, in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip,
Monday, April 1.2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
A man displays blood-stained Briush. Polish. and A
passports afler an Israeli airsirike, in Deir al-Balah, Gg
April 1,2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
World Central Kitchen, a food charity founded by eclebrity chel
Josit Andriis. was key to the recently opened sea route, whi
oftered some hope for northern Gaza — where the UN. savs
much of the population is on the brink of starvation. largely ot
off from the restof the territory by Ismeli forees

Nine drum:q
shot down over Dniproy
inthe regional capital of Dnipro. the go
Telegram messaging app, adding they had both been putout,
Butadronc hita In§l\\olml.¢,

a fire there, the Uk

governor said no casual

an Amcric:m-(.a al ¢ I

[ I'?nslnn.um in
ernight -mnm on

were

$inmany regions.

ctrovsk region where del
vernor said in

station in Kirovohrad r
rid operator wrote on T
sln beenreported.

cs were .|I|Ic to down nine out of 10 of the incoming Russian

itic:
t damage to th Ilkram:.m pum.r system and

EU agrees new
rules on hosting
migrants, seeks to
cut numbers

BERLIN

crman Finance  Minister Christian
Lindner expeets up to 9 billion curos(§9.7
billion) in additional defence spendi
from 2028 il the countr reduce its
debt lev he in comments to the
DPA news published on Tuesday.
The additional funds could be freed upal
jermany gets its debt below an EU-set
target of 60% of gross domestic product
T Lindner. of the fiscally
ve Free Democrats (FDP), told

from 6
consery
DPA

“If we fall below this limit, then the
repavment of coronavirus debt planned
from 2028 could be d

in," he

The German government took out
2 loans totalling around 300
billion cures in 2020, 2021 and 2022 in
response to the coronavirus pandemic and

brake that
borrowing.

"Without having to chan,
T can then

manoeuvre," [

the debt brake.
nancial room for
dner said on Tuesday on

new

social platform X
Germany is budgeting for a debt
repaymentof 9 billion curos per year from

2028 and of
from 2031,

"However. if the burden of the p
on the debt level has already

108 billion curos per year

been
overcome by then, the repayment could

be s
said

“This would make billios ailable that
will help us achieve the leap to the NATO
targetin the Federal budgetafier the end of
the special programme for the
Bundeswehr," he said.

Following the Russian invasion of
Ukeaine in February 2022, Germany set
up the 100-billion-curo special fund to
purchase modern weapons. It also
pledged to reach NATO's target of
spend it lcast 2% of GDP on defence
The German government is currently
preparing the budget for 2025 and the
financial planupto 2028

ificantly reduced.” the minister

caused two fires
atement on the

1recent weel

L e e e

Pakistan likely to announce 18-member

squad for NZ T20I series

names is under

I he Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
to announce the
squad for the T201 senes

are undergoing strict phy
e under
."\nm stall.
the captain and
sleetors held a meeting with PCB
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi for the

pervision of

Abbottabad,
ation over linalising the

in two days

said since it wa

The

take place on  April 18 and the
visiting team will reach Pakistan
onApril 14.
it bowler Haris Raul,
sullered a shoulder injury
the recently concluded Pakistan
Super League (PSL) 9. is not
completely fitand \\mlhlu tinue
the rehab process.
The players under consideration
forthe five-match series are Babar,
m Ayub, Muhammad Rizwan
b Ali
- Hlll. ar Ahmed. Azam
b Khan, Usama Mir.
h Afridi, Naseem
cem, Muhammad

who
s

hlmllu.u .\
Shah. Imad W
Amir, Zaman Khan, Usman Khan,

Ukrainian drone hits Russia's
third biggest refinery

Mu‘.um' r"
Ukrainian drone struck

s third largest oil refinery

out 1,300 km (800

milesy from the front line

I aunit that pre bout

000 barrels of crude per day

though an industry source said

which has

Taneco refinery.
annual production capacity of

more than 17 million tons
(340.000 barrels per da: Ranul  Mullin.
i Nizhnekamsk
region southe
where the refing
there had beer
done.

The unit that was hit acco
around hall of the plant's t
production

the drone hit the primary refining
unit, CDU-7. at the refin
though the drone
notdone

Anindusiry source who spoke to
Reuters on

wndnmn of

iti
personnel was retuming to the

ing a fire. The source said the
med to reduce Ru

i plant
2 hahed”
causing

was_onc ol

plant
Afire broke out at the refinery but

ibour two years
that the prim:
refining unit  had

hit,

Fiehrer Press, Al-Turka 35 NB, Sargodha. Karachi Parwan Pres

hours of )
Washington Poat. mponted Iat
vear (hat Rus:

Blinken in Paris
for talks on
Ukraine, Gaza

PARIS

US Secretary ol ¢ Antony
Blinken will hold 1(|IL> w nh French
President Emmanuel Macron i preparations for a NATO summit
Paris on Tuesday on supporting  in Washington in July, as well as
Ukraine in its war with Ru: the ises" in the Middle Fast,
Hamas conllict. Ukraincand Sudan

They will hold a joint press
conferenceafler theirmeeting
Inasymbolic visit, Blinken
accompany France's Armed
Forces Minister
Lecomu to a factory near
nco-German - def group
NDS. which makes artillery
gunsbeing used in Ukraine.
Blinken is also to go to the Paris
headquarters of the UN culwral
organisation, UNESCO, that the
United States rejoined last vear.
Bli will hold a meeting with
UNESCO leader Audrey Azoulay.
ihc visit marks the first tnp to
ace for Blinken. a fluent
French speaker, in nearly two
vears

Macron paid a state visit to
Washington in December 2022.
After Paris. Blinken will head to
Brussels for NAI f

Sejourne and Bl 11 discuss

France is among major mil
upplier

to Ukraine. which h:
cal shortages ol arms and
tholds oflan onslaught of

The United States been the key
military backer for Ukraine but a
$60 billion aid package has been
heldupin Congre:

Ivocated for a
ire between Israel
The United States,

monthof Ramadan
Blinken will meet with Macron to
the mounting international

crises. the French presidency told
AFP. He will also have talks with
Foreign

Min

ster Stephane

The results will be
Blinken and French

oflicials sa
sides want an "intes

apeitiioint meceting
\":"I“"m nero leaders and /\rnml n Prime
. Minister Nikol hinvan, who

The French minister was in Cairo
on Saturday to discuss the Gaza w
and i China on Monday fo
Beijing to press Russia over

has been seeking to branch out
from his country's listoric
alliance with Russia.

the

ter Blue Area, Istumabud. Printer Sargodha,
3rd Floor, Handieraft Building, Abdullah Haroon Road, Karachi.



