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PM Shehbaz to leave for
Saudi Arabia tomorrow

On Al-Quds Day
CM Maryam calls
for end to
Palestinians'
suffering

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has

onal AQuds Day.

She paid homage to perseverance and

matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know. (Al-Qur’an)
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PM Shehbaz to personally oversee
ity of Chinese nationals

Soon Times Correspondent March 26.
ISLAMABAD: An explosive-laden vehicle parked on the
| Prime Minister Shehbaz f decided on  roadside blew up when the convoy.
Friday that he will review hin " porting Chinese cngineers to the
conducted regarding the security situation in hydroclectric project site from Islamabad,
the country in general and the secunity of the  passed by, This was the second
| s th;wm work t the Dasu proj
a similar terronst ok killed 13
including nine engineers.

M Shehbaz directed to make
action for regular
We will continue the
m until itis
PM Shehbaz

projeets across the country in particular every
month

lkr an .|ll.n.k on L‘hnn.-«. engineers

war against th

um!-pmnr seeurity of the Chinese citizens cradicated from the count
pes ntin Pakistan said.

premier's direction came during a high-  In addition, the premier directed the ministry
level meeting regarding the law
situation in the country. The meeting

from the country and for bri
engineers, were killed in a suicide attack in improvement in the provineial o
Besham, o remote arca of K-P province. on  departments.

terrorism

facing the p
the actions of Zionist Israch

Israel would not be able to break the will of the
estinians by oppression as the Qibla Awal is the holy
place for the Muslims worldwide

She said lli at the lnl\.m.mmal u-mlll\lml\ -.h:-ul.!

cal mh,‘ in
of the

the world will remain & dr until

d Kashmir

By-election
campaigns to
conclude at
midnight on April
19: ECP

ISLAMABAD
ISLAMABAD
(APP) - The ongoing clection campaign for by-

ol
conelude late Friday night (April 19-20), giving voters

the opportunity to carcfully consider their options
before casting their votes for preferred candidates in
their respeetive constituencies
In d: with election
will come to an end pru.m,l\ at I\lldm“hl tnl]mg
between the April 19thand 20th.
cction Commussion of Paki;
andidates who continue political
after this deadline will face legal
consequences. Additionally. the ECP calls upon the
media and the public to work together to uphold a free.
fair. and transparent eleetion process.

(ECP) adviscs

CJCSC Gen Mirza LHC’s Justice Najafi

becomes latest target

calls on President of “toxic letter’
Asif Zardari

ne |.‘m: ]alwi
ay of the
letters”

superior members
ry over the last few

“The armed forces are fully equipped and prepared
to effectively -uidr ss both internal and external
security challengc irmed the CICSC

In response, the p:‘.\ld‘.m commended the pivotal 2
role plaved by the ammed forces in saf arding Ilsnluml numberof LHC judges
national borders and contnbuting to the soci the letter has now
economic progressofthe country. The letter received

"We are very confident that our security forces will h‘ Justice Najafi has been
. 2 handed over to the Counter-

su _%I'u]i_\ h:m:llu‘.‘- both internal and external Terrorism Department (CTD).

security challenges.” said the president. Two: days ago, eight judges,
Soon'T The meeting also emphasised a unified | including Chief Justice Aamer lleg erference by
ISLAMABAD commitment to eradicate terrorism throu: Farooq of the Islamabad High agen _lh\-‘

Court (IHC) received letters
containing an unknown powder,

s o idicial independence a
month, on March 7, Gen Shamshad met *"‘Pwlt“l to be laced with JL\\:H:‘; ll‘.mII:SKcIcL ence and
i il P”;_“c yl\’h;""w[. :"hu!'.lw' 3’_"""['!1“" The incident, coming justaday  According to judicial sources,
congratulated the premicr on assuming | aner the Supreme Court of  stafl members of two ju
ssed good wis Pakista discovered powder upon opening
The CICSC also fertook a I the letters, resulting in burming
visit to lhg, Kmgdom of Saudi Arabia i the IHC' I\n.ns.!lmnx in their eyes
president on the prevailing security muuu\\ilh:m nd World Defence Show action was taken.
the country, along with outlining the operational amet with His Roval Highness Prince
readiness of the armed forces. E\Iﬁlullim alman Bm Abdulaziz Al-Saud.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee u-unlm.nlul eforts and national collaboration,
(CICSC) General Sahir S d Mirza called
and congratulated
said a statement

Shamshad provided a briefing

and raised S CONcems

a
asaprecaulionary measure.

UK desires to promote ties with Pakistan in various fields
| Mohsin Nagvi says Pakistan rendered immense sacrifices in war on terrorism __

Soon Times Correspondent was 1o install
LAHORE of

selected

« ¢ oath m different
I's former Ve g

PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif on  chs | the Cofstittion sl law. We have
5] illrlmn:llmuu He was addressing a meeting of the  always followed prolected the
PML-N parliamentary board which — constitution.” he remarked, adding
interviewed the candidates aspiring  hat those believing in the
for tickets to contest the F Constitution and law were
elect ns [mm Sindh for national  ¢liminated to ful il the nefarious.
emblies through az said he was an elected prime

Juma-tul-Wida
being observed
with religious zeal

imes Correspond
AHORE
IuI W

everence.
Juma-tul- is celebrated by Muslims across the
globe on the last Friday of the Iml\ month of
imclue

The day holds great significance and marks an
important event for the followers of Islam. The

believers of Islam gather in mosques to offer pravers
in numbers, recite the Holy Quran, do charity
and k blessings and forgiveness from Allah

Almighty

Mosques will be echoing with Ramazan's farewell
Kalam *Alwida Alwida hai, Mahe Ramazan tu Hum
se Wida Hai’. Faithful recite this Kalam with one
voice and tearful eves as the holy month of Ramazan
approaches anend.

Millions of people will offer Friday prayers at
mosques across the country.

ling for the nister but ousted in 1999 after
and holding them  Those against the being hijacker and for

¢ s removal from  Constitution mu nol ree . om his son on
id the only az said about the basis of Black Law Dictionary

d no room or justification
akistan’s law:

S
pe S only te s governments lml which
ake cases and a m'\m,-ui.\lu process  also acted in violation of their  under|

Paki Post i SOPs i 5 .
wakeof udgesreceivine. | 'Pakistan not holding talks
swpciows lewes | with TTP,' reiterates FO

Ix:mdlnu. the

ysuring the Chinese engineers

safety an

it otthe | SoonTimes Comrespondent tislama e d
postal | ISLAMABAD "expects the
operational Pakistan once agam sad that it Afghan orities FOREIGN AF' AIRS|

staff is our was not holding talks with {5 (ake action

pr i m e | Tehreek-e-Taliban F i against these terror
Soon Times Correspondent responsib (TTP), suessing that it neither  groups and their
ISLAMABAD stated the DG in 5

0 leadership for the
the terrorist organisation N ¢rimes they are
future, committing and
“T will reiterate what we have  (errorist attacks for
said in the past. Pakistan 1s not  which they are

The oflice of the dircctor
general (DG)of Pakists
ssued @ notifica directed iy
Friday conve
mstruchions rega

sddressed. fo judges, ||u1dullg. lﬂ]}l; \\uh___ll_w responsible in
diplon d other lmwml organisation, the TTP.  pakistan”. measures were being considered
profile . day e have ho !_’!f"“ to hold these T, ment comes afler a terror  and being debated regarding the

overa dozen senior judges of
the apex and high courts
ed powder-laced

id Foreign 4

n Shangla claimed the lives  terror attack, adding that Pal
SRRSHS. Seviien when | Office spokesperson Mumiaz ol least st people including five  was in the process of
letters and packages: | 73 Baloch Ch siters, Working enihie ofthe nvestigation
Whul asked to respond to the  DasuDam, last week.
deputy interiof  Sources had told Geo News that The FO spokesperson highlighted
's advice that Pakistan e Paffilisted outfits are that Pakistan would raise the

mediate action. the nded and
ed for the mail to be ¢ enial should be
ed and g Iy reported 1o the

delivered 1o the R&I section  supervisor on duty. local | and TTP should resolve their  pelieved to be involved in the concern with the Afghan
of the relevant office: administration. and the head of | issues through dialogue, the  March 26 deadly attack authorities it finds a clear
Furthermore. the director  the unitand circle concemed.” | spokesperson said that  Baloch further that several connection.
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I Sidra Bano I

Corruption means doing
something wrong or dishonest. IU's

when a person or a group does

something bad that harms the

rights and pri es of others.

Bribery

or embezzlement is
common examples of corruption,
but it can happen i many ways.
Usually. people in positions of
power are more likely to be

corrupt. Corruption shows sellish

In Pal 1, COrruption 1s
a big problem and happens in
every sector like the government,

Jjudiciary, police, health s

education and military.
Comruption messes up economic
deeision-making, discourages
investment, hurts competitiveness
and weakens a country's
economic growth. Despite calls
for reform and attempts o ix

things, there's not my

The government led by Imi
Khan promised 1o chminate
corruption but hasn't been very
successful. Corruption is a
significant issue in India and
among Muslims, especially the
cducated and mtelligent ones.
Unfortunately, this group is often
sclfish and morally and
intellectually  corrupt. While
corruption 1s common, it's
especially bad among this
particular class of Muslims. In
Pakistan, corruption remainsa big
problem and is seen as wadespread
and systemic. Small-scale

cormuption. like bribery, happens

w enforeement, procurement,

and public services

The judiciary
is not considered independent and

is thought to protect corrupt

political practices. Efforts have

been made to address these S,

including a National Anti-
Corruption Strategy. but political
unwillingness and perceived
corruption in the judiciary make
progress  difficult. In 2002,
onal (TT)

wsparency Interna

Pakistan reported that the
Judiciary was involved m the
highest amount of bribery. In

2010, TI Pakistan found that a

Anti-Narcotics Force Pakistan
recovered 644.334 kg of drugs
worth 15.936 million dollars
190
hydrochloric acid and 600 kg of
prohibited powder during 54
operations during the period of
18 September to 24 September
2023, In these operations, 53
suspects, including a woman
were arrested. While
vehicles used
trafficking were also seized.
The recovered drugs include
90.8 kg of opium, 45.323 kg of
heroin, 497.723 kg of hashish,

methamphetamine (ice), 26

liters of

23
in drug

kg of

majority of people reported
experiencing  corruplion  when

dealing with the judieiary. Court

employees, public prosecutors,

witne: Judges, opponent

lawyers and magistrates were all
mentioned as being involved in
corruption. In 2011, TI Pakistan
identified the judiciary and police
as the most corrupt institutions in
Pakistan. However, the Supreme
Court played a positive tole in
some high-impact corruption
cases against government
officials. Despite this, there were
stll allegations of nepotism and
corruption i the lower jud
In 2010, TI Pa

in 2013

reported that about 23.7% of
surveyed people got into
educational institutions  through
alternate

non-normal and

procedures,

In businesses like these,
rich and influential people,
including politicians. technocrats,
businessmen.

burcaucrats, and

often take advantage lo make

profits. This behavior 1s also a

reason for the dechining quality of

cducation in public schools. State-

owned schools face challenges
such as poor management,
ineffective governance. and the
incompelence of successive
governments in the education
sector: Other factors contributing
to the decline include nsufficient

funding, elite

s nol using
their resources for public benefit,

and the appointment of under

qualified teachers. During Pervez

Musharraf’s regime, Pakistan
received significant investments
in higher education. but this
support dwindled with Zardan's
govermnment after 2008, In 2011,
Dr. Sved Abdul Aziz declared
education as one of the most r Dr.
Muhammad Akram Zaheer for his
invaluable assistance in helping
article. His

me to write an

expertise, guidance and
unwavering support throughout
the entire process have been

instrumental in shaping the article

into s final form deep

knowledge and insightful

feedback not only enriched the

grams of weed and 317 grams
of ecstasy pills (370 pills). ANF
Punjab recovered 223.175 kg
of drugs during 15 operations
and arrested 23 suspects
including a woman and seized 8
vehicles. The recovered drugs
include 58,400 kg of opium,
9,650 kg of heroin, 154,140 kg
of hashish and 985 grams of
methamphetamine (ice). ANF
Rawalpindi recovered 179.402
kg of drugs during
operations and arrested
suspects and seized 6 vehicles.
The recovered drugs include
26.400 kg of heroin, 30.070 kg
ofheroin, 116.19 kg of hashish,

Corruption's Grip on
Pakistan's Institutions

content but also improved my

overall understanding of the
subject matter.
corrupt sectors in

Pakistan. Transparency
International's 2013 findings

identified corruption in education,

including embezzlement of
government funds, existence of
ghost schools enly on paper,
bribes for confidential matei
and

poor utilization of
funds.Corruption is widespread in
the police force, identified as the

most corrupt sector in a 2013

survey by ransparency
International. The main causes are

of

lack ountability, low

salaries. and bribery 1o escape
charges. Ordinary citizens face
challenges reporting police
corruption. In 2005, a woman who
exposed police corruption was
falsely detained and raped. In
96% of

2002 surveyved

individuals reported  cormuption

ssucs with  eleetrical utility

off

s, mainly related to billing.
Some  consunmers admitted 10
illegally reducing their utility
bills, while others faced mflated
bills meant to solicit bribes. The
power sector in Pakistan faces
challenges like electricity theft,

transmission losses, cireular debt

and rising eleetricity costs. A2002
study revealed that 99% of

respondents faced corruption in

[§

ion. About 32% reported

paving bribes to lower their tax

assessment and nearly  14%
received fictitious tax
assessments until they pmd a

bribe. In the last | thank full to Sir
Dr Muhammad Akram Zaheer for

invaluable a

his

helping me to write

and

expertise, guidance
unwavering support throughout

have been

the entire process

instrumental in shaping the article

into its final form. Ihs deep
knowledge and insightful
feedback not only enriched the
content but also improved my
overall understanding of the

subjectmatter.
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6.66 kg of amphetamine (ice),
20 grams of weed and 62 grams
of ecstasy pills (100 pills). ANF
Pakhtunkhwa
recovered 112.793 kg of drugs
13 operations and
arrested 6 suspects and seized 5
vehicles. The recovered drugs
include 6 kg of opium, 603 g of
heroin, 105.577 kg of hashish,
of methamphetamine
(ice) and 113 g of ecstasy pills

Khyber

during

500 g

(20 pills). ANF
recovered 106.964

narcotics during 8 operations
and arrested one suspect and
also seized a vehicle. The
recovered drugs include

ANF recovered drugs worth millions dollars

106.816 kg of hashish, 6 grams
of weed and 142 grams of
ecstasy pills (250 pills). ANF
Balochistan recovered 22 kg of
190
hydrochloric acid and 600 kg of

drugs,
prohibited

suspects

Sindh

kg of All

operations and arrested 4

impounding 3 vehicles. The
recovered drugs include 5 kg of
heroin, 15 kg of hashish and 2
kg of methamphetamine (ice).
the cases have been
registered under the Anti-
Narcotics Act in the respective
police stations
investigation has been started.

liters of
powder in 4

while also

and

World Water Week and

Water threats in Pakistan

I Kazim Laghari l

Water 15 unive
known as life. Bul negligence and
ignorant attitude towards this
sing pift of God have been

ally

making it acute shortage and
contamin UN held a
conference in Stockholm, Sweden,
under the theme of World Water
Week the previous week. The motio
was Seeds of Chang

tion

Innovative

Solutions for a water-wise world. In

Mach he United Nations
general secretary Antonio Guterres
also warned at the opening of the
global bod: L major meeting on
water resources that the future of
humanity's "lifeblood”, water. is
undler threat worldwade. He further
said. "We have broken the water
cvele, destroved e d

en

conlamn

ted ground waters
three-day summit in New York, in
which some 6,500 participants were
gathered mcluding a dozen heads ol
state and government.

Given such a grave threat of water
depletion by the UN general
seeretary, the water’s unusual use

has not been ended. Insome areas ol
the world, though the UN has
underlined the world's full of
empliness, people are using
intentionally water extraordinarily.
For instance. more water has been
reportedly wasted lavishly in
washing vehicles, and houses
without need. industries are also

wasting water without reeyeling,

negligent attitude must

be stopped to save water for the sack

oflife.

Coming to Pakistan, the water's
Jerable

5 are

ele Sucl

the
with enough water.
worrving thing i
become cont

nd of the country is bl
But

the
that the water has.

ninated by the lack of”
attention of the people, and the
waste of human beings and amimals
been drained into the rivers and
£ ithout reeyeling. And
proper knowledge of
biodiv and
for the field to m:

sed depletion and
contamination of the groundwater

has also e

SUY.
dly, where the people have
become addicted to by passing t
moral duties and playing
dangerously with natural resources,
both the federal and provineial
government's role 1s also not
ble. Despite strict laws and
wven onwater

agement and distnbution and

eir

other natural resources, the
implementation  remains cen.
And the governmer their

concemed ofl
also s
onsuchgrave

unlawfulness.

A few years ago. the companies
were given contracts in the Sindh
provinee to explore the gas and
the

al departments are
nt to some extent

lei

petrol reservoirs across

provinee. undoubtedly, 1t was a
timely and better effort by the then
governments 1o boost the country's
frail economy and save the country
from the heavy burden of importing
for the cnergy sector. but the
companics were nol properly

dictated or they ¢ ely avoided

the meeting some basic principles
of careful exploring and saving the
unearthed sweel water's treasury in
the provinee. They spread the vires
network around the place where
they gol clues about reservorrs, and
they hlasted bombs for the dig.
eventually, after some months
nearby areas and villages, which
have the only source of potable
water unearthed water pumped by
handpumps and clectrical motors,
water coming from handpumps and
electrical motors became
polluted and toxic
erupted
and

completely
Many di
Kidney,

failures.

Sadly, the villages near Taluka
Hala, District Matiari, are suflering
a lot of problems due to drinking
toxic waler and are

ch as

respiratory, liver

drink that water bx
available any other source of
potable water. Many times they
have protested and asked the
government's
departments but their hue and ery
went unaddressed. It is extremely
saddening to know that ¢hildren are
suflering bone and Kidney dise:
from that doctors
suggested

concerned

s

Notwithstanding. the digitally rich
global world and technologically
super, such latest modalities have

departments. Not
developed countries but
developing  countries tlechnology
has prevailed in most of the oflicial
departments, and its expedient
usage ha
countries

¢ things casier. Many
are taking advantage of
using new technology by recveling
the and making it re-potable.
The magical invention of Artificial
Intelligence(Al) has caused
widespread debates across the
world. keeping its disadvantages
aside. Al can be a helptul tool for
ing and reeyeling water in
considerable amounts. If it is used
manner to benefit human
beings in various fickls such as
water preservation. health,
agricultur 1 will be praised
and applied accordingly ina fruitful
way,

be praised and applied accordingly
na fruitful way

Regrettably, reporting on such a

high scale of contaminated water
being distributed to the mass
he governments have
not even bothered w0 ask the
concermed departments for such
ineligibility and incapability. By
drinking contaminated and toxic
waler many

es Vi

porasin the country
in fatal diseases

suchas diarrhea, chole
hepatitis A, etc. The

diseases have been affecting every

age of people for a long time. even
newly borne babies are not safe
from these monsters. S

remote areas of

Baluchistan provi
T 1o get water for drinkin,
ar desert of Sindh masses

ogo
the

have to go for se lometers
only to feteh potable water because
where they are living there the water
is not available, rarely, if main
showers then they h muddy
rainwater,

wells for storning
otherwi

¢ they have to follow the
same cvele of a long journey for
However, m the
allegedly
es some

gelling water,
recent past, the report
declared that the big ci
population of the country has been
drinking contaminated water witha
mix-up of feces. What else big fraud
be with our innocent masses than
this?
Despite a grave waming by the UN
general the
governments especially developing
countries do not pay due heed, it
will cause a huge crisis in the shape
of 1l masses and sick nation's
ing youth with a ls 3
immune power and considerable
abilities already  climate-hit
and inflation-hit  country  cannot
afford to harvest such an inehgible
generalion. As waler is an integral
part of life, life rvived
without water and also life cannot

seerelary, 1l

2

annot be

be survived productively by
drinking contaminated water with
multiple harmful germs. This
serious monster of water depletion
and water contamination must be
After all, this
ned warning by
the UN general secretary must be
taken seriously. both govemnments
ought to take stable and strict
against the water
managementauthorities,

and the theme of World Water Week

actions

with ensured implementations. The
governments must take every
stakeholder on the board and carve
outa strictly viable strategy that can
ensure addressing the water-related
problems and provide clean and
germefree potable water to the

tothe remote and
Morcover, the
an be helpful to use in
s, as il can be fruth

nation specifical
afTected a
technology

the mec!

Lo save water by r

water. Subsequently, itals
te Now of wasle and sewerage lo
rivers and secas directly and
contaminate the ccosystem of water

spe




Embassy Of Pakistan Hosts National
Day Reception In Ankara

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

The Embassy of Pakistan in Ankara
hosted a grand reception
co ng the 84th “..- I

Day of Pakistan, Turkish Minister for
National Defence H.E. Yasar Guler
and Turkish Minister for Trade H.E.
Prof. Dr Omer Bolat graced the
occasion as chief guests. In his
address. Turkish Minister for National
Defence H.E. Yasar Guler lauded the
cxemplary and historic bilateral
relations. particularly highlighting the
flourishing defense tics and excellent
cooperation between the armed forces
of both nations. He emphasized that
the strategic and comprehensive
bilateral relations between Pakistan

and Turkive play a vital role in
promoting peace and stabi
regionally and globally.
Acknowledging the historical
significance of the bilateral relations,
Turkish Minister for Trade H.E Prof.
Dr Omer Bolat underscored the
importance of transforming the
fraternal tics between Pakistan and
Turkiye into cconomically beneficial
multifaceted cooperation. He
expressed optimism that this
friendship would continue to
strengthen in the years ahead, based on
shared values and mutual intcrests.
Ambassador Dr. Yousaf Junaid. in his
remarks, chuicidated the historical
importance of Pakistan Day,
highlighting the pivotal role of the

Pakistan Resolution adopted on 23rd
March 1940, for the creation of a
separate homeland for Muslims based
on Two Nation Theory. He paid tribute
to the visionary leadership of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and also
reaffirmed Pakistan’s current
leadership's commitment to
transforming Pakistan intoa bastion of’
peace, progress, and human
Underlining the deep-rooted Pakistan-
Turkiye brotherhood. Ambassador
Junaid reiterated that the relationship
between the (wo nations epitomizes
sentiments such as a "heart-to-heart
connection” and "two countrics, one
nation." He also expressed gratitude to
President Erdogan for his stewardship
of the bilateral relationship .

Mr. Attaullah Tarar, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting in a meeting with office-bearers of

Pakistan Broadcasters Association (PBA) in Karachi on April 5, 2024.

THC orders removal of PTI lawyer
Babar Awan's name from no-fly list

Soon Times Correspondent

remove the name of the former ruling
awver Babar Awan’s name from the
ExitControl List (ECL),

ier this week, the THC had s
sentence of PTI founder Imran
Bushra Bibi. i the

Toshakhana

spouse.
case.
The government had placed Awan’s name
on the ECL over his alleged involven
the £190 million settfem . He was the
member ofthe Al-Qadir Trust

During the course of the proceedings.
Court Bar President Riasat
apprised the
court that lus client’s name was added to the
no-fly list due to an inquiny related to the
frust
“When the

counsel,

reference was filed, the

petitioner’s name was not mentioned in the
e argued

ed with the court to remove
hisclient’s name from the ¢
ned in the ref
ring  argum
sides, Justice i

it control listas

from both the
t Imtiaz ordered

the authority concerned to remove Awan's
name form the ECL.

Chief' Justice Aamer
Faroog-led IHC bench ordered the director
general of the interior ministry's
on and passport department to
renew the passport of PTl-backed MNA
Makhdoom 7 Hussain Qureshi

PTI Wice-Chairman

Qureshi. Hearing his ple:
of his name from the no-fly list and renewal
of his passport, the THE sought reply from
the ministry until April 29

Arrestwarrants issucd for seeretary interior
Irked by “flouting™ the court’s orders. IHC
Sardar [ Ishaq Khan issued the arrest

hah Mahmood
seeking removal

son of

warrants for seeret
not removing the
from the no-fly list
Hearing Ibrahim’s petition. the THC judge
expressed his displeasure afler the
journalist’s name was not taken ofT from the
ECP despite court’s order and sought
report in this regard from the interior
seeretary withinone hour

y interior ministry for
e of Sami Ibrahim

The judge wamed that if he Fails to submita
satislactory answer, a contempt of court
proceedings would be initiated against him
The public prosceutor apprised the court
that the IXG passport was on his way to the
court

Meanwhile, the court issued bailable arrest
warrants for the ¢ interior ministry
and ordered the concerned SHO to produ
the officer at 2:30pm. In the meantime.
DG reached the court and apprised 1
that the court’s ordered had
plemented.

he
udge
been

Islamabad, April 05, 2024: Federal Secretary IPC chaired a meeting for Launching of the E-licencing
portal for provision of Online services to users of travel and Hospitality trade in ICT and GB

Pakistan Navy, ANF
seize 150kg drugs
during joint operation

| soonTimesCorrespondent
I RAWALPINDI
The Pakistan Navy and Anti-
I Narcotics Force (AN]) m its
joint anti-narcotics operation
I in Shankani Darr coastal area
I near Gwadar seized 150 kg of
ice (drugs).
| Pakistan Navy is commitied
I to preventing all illegal
activities along the country’s
I maritime boundaries

including the coastline
Public Relations (ISPR) news release said,

It
operation against drugs by Pakistan Navy I
inthe last thirty days.

n Inter Services

the third consecutive suceessful I

]

Govt to establish Danish
schools in Islamabad, other

areas of country:

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharil’ has
vernment will
new Danish schools in remol
Azad Jammu and
lustan and other
including

Balochistan,

stale-of- free education,

boardi acilities.

to the participants of’
hosted by him in
honour of orphaned children and children with
special abilities at the Prime Minister's House
on Thursday

Besides he also announced to establish state-
of-the-art hospi mabad, AJK, GB
The prime 1 sion took a
keen interest in the children, interacted with
them and inquired about their well-being.

“1 am happy to meet the cute children who
came [rom various institutions ncludi
and Hassan Academy,” adding today

sinl

nister on the o

he sai

PM

the children were the chief guests while he was
their host

During his interaction with the children, the
prime minister said he found them very
intelligent and will join different professions
in the future and will play a key role in the
country"sdevelopment and prosperity

He said no doubt, the parents were the biggest
but the Holy Prophet Muhamimad
ather and his
only six

Woman consumes poison
along with five kids

Soon Times Correspondent

TOBA SINGH

A woman along with her five children
consumed poison, killing four kids in Toba
Tek Singhon Friday

According to police sources. the couple
exchanged words over adomestic issue.

The angry woman fed poison to her five
childrenand then swallowed it herselt

Police smd the and children
were shifted to hospital after the incident

im woma

where four children breathed their last while
motherandachild wer tment

The deceased children were identified as 18-
year-old Madeeha, 17-vear old Sania, 10 year
old Igraand 7 vear old Ali Hassan

The police detained the husband of the woman
for poisoning his children and the wife.

The husband said he had a brief quarrel with
his wile over a domestic is d had no idea
as what have they had caten n his absence

N e
Mr. Attaullah Tarar, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting in a meeting with office-bearers of

APNS in Karachi on April 5, 2024

India's foreign exchange
reserves rise for sixth week
to record high

MUMBAI
India’s foreign  ex
FXR

hange reserves
new tab rose for
k to hit a lifetime

o
the n.porlwm. week, after having risen
by a total of $263 billion in the

previous five weeks.

a (RBI)
ntervenes in the forcign exchange
market to curb exeess volatility in the

ssets are caused by
the appreciation
wssets held i the

Despite India's stro

nd : growth and inflo
equity and debt

kets, the central ba

]

INOIA

been absorbing inflows to build reserves.
"ltisour prime Focus 1o build a strong umbrella, a
strong bufTer in the form of a substantial quantum
of forex reserves which will help us when the
" RBI

eycle tums or when it rains hes
Govemor Sh;
In th 1
pertai Iln.swm,l\ad K s sand low o83 45
against the dollar, but clocked minor weekly
ns




Amir Mir
appointed PCB
media consultant
as Alia Rashid
resigns

LAHORE
Former caretal
appointed on

r minister Aamir Mir was
consultant of

It may be recalled that senior Joumalist
Alia was appointed director in October
¢ was the first woman who was

close to Ala. she
| interferen

“pe
the me md::pclmm:ul
Amirisa joumalist himself and served as
formation minister in the caretaker set

n the Punjal

Hungary to help
with $156 mln
energy projects
in Bosnia’s Serb
region

elp ce
(5152 million) of mtﬂshm.lu
energy projects in Bosnia's auton
the region's govemment

ced by Serb m“hhc
an Viskovic ¢
Minister M'\rlllll

1
"Twa of the projects were lsunched by the
German govemment but it shut them

Aleo will take part in implementing the
projects, according tthe statement

Japan's Kishida,
ahead of US trip,
seeks stronger
military ties with
Washington and
other partners

Minister Fumio
¢ he wants to
strengthen and weapons
development cooperation with the
United States as well as with other
the Philippines, as
llmin.ll m.\L

Prime

2

industry cooperation
pan and the United States,
as well as with like-minded countries,
extremely  important,”
N interview

the Prime
Minister s Office.

“Within the Japan-U.S. alliance. I do
hope 1o steadily improse deterrence
i..l])‘illllll\ hesaid.

id Japan hopes to promote
cooperation in areas

security
including defense equipment and

technology. “By building maulti-
d networks of cooperation, we
pand and stre; ‘lllcn our
deterrencecapability,
During Iu\.‘\pnl 8-14 trip ln llu. us.,
Kishida will hold talks with Biden at
the White House on Wednesday,
followed by a trilateral summit with
Philippine  President Ferdinando
M(IIC\N Jr. the next day.
the first Japanese leader to
5.4 slate guest since
then-Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in
2015, who revised the interpretation

e

Publisher & Chief Editor Shah Mulanunad Awan Printer Isk
Fighter Press, Al-Turka 35 NB, Sargadha. Karachi Parwan Pres

Israel sacks two officers after finding

grave errors in

strike on aid workers

An armed man had been seen on the roof of one of the trucks and, as the three light vehicles left the hangar

JERUSALEM

Anlsraeli inquiry into the killing of seven aid workers
an air strike in Gaza this week found serious errors
and breaches of procedure by the military. with the
result that two officers have been dismissed and senior
commanders formally reprimanded.

The inquiry found Isracli forces mistakenly believed
they were attacking Hamas gunmen when drone
strikes hit the three vehicles of the World Central
Kitchen aid group late on Monday night. and that
standard procedures had beenviolated

"The strike on the aid vehicles is a grave mistake
stemming from a serious failure due to a mistaken
identification. errors in decision-making, and an
attack contrary to the Standard
Operating Procedures.” the
statement issucd on Friday.
The killing of the seven aid workers, who included
citizens of Britain. Australia and Poland. a dual U.S.
Canadian national
triggered global outrage this week.

U.S. President Joe Biden threatened a shift in U.S.
policy towards Isracl unless it reduced harm to
ci is and aid workers in Gaza. which already
depended on aid before the war and has seen hunger
spread far and wide since fighting be; months
ago. The military said the aid convoy the light vehicles
were accompany ing had stopped at a hangar where the
trucks were unloaded before moving off.

military  said in a

South Africa all-rounder
reprimanded for breaching ICC
Code of Conduct

h Desk) -
all-rounder

the i(,(. Code of
Conduct duning the
T201 between \mnll
AT and_Sri
in ltusl

Kapp has been
reprimanded for
v ml.l Arll;l; 2.5

[ Conduct for Pla and Plaver Support Personnel. which
stures which disparage or which could
nl]lu upon his/her dismissal du

place n the 1 3th over o the

As one duucnl point has been added to Kapp's disciplinary record,

for whom it was the offe 1a24-month penod.

Kapp admitted the u!’lr. ce and a LI“L(I the \Ell\Lllun roposed by

Fritz of the Ei r wid |L\\3"\’d
v Mul.um third umpire

so there was no need tor a

Kerrin Klaaste. and fourth umpire Laure
formal hes

Bhatia fires
bogey-free 63 to
seize lead at
PGA Texas
Open

WASHINGTON

Akshay Bhatia birdied five of the last
seven holes to fire a nine-under par 63
and grab a three-stroke lead in
Thursday's darkness-halted opening
round of the PG A Texas Open.

The 22-vear-old American fired a
bogey-free round at TPC San Antonio to
match his lowest carcer PGA round, his
lowest total in the first I8 holes at any
tour evenl.

golf cou
third time. so I
understanding the goll course a Iul
more. [t was justa good day."

Justin Lower and Brendon Todd share:
second on 66 with fellow Americans
Max Homa, D MceCarthy, Austin
Eckroat and Tyvson Alexander sharing
fourthon 68

‘World number two Rory Mecllroy. in his

final tuneup for next week's Masters,
opened on 69
Three players were unable 1o finish the

last hole before sunset. the lowest

among them American Ryvan
MecCormick at 1-under,
Bhatia, with five top-17 finishes and

four missed culs in nine

Imum. P:III‘LLL Rodgers ina playott Ik
comes off a season-best finish of 11that
Houstor

he .

s reilly, paid of,
ing the way [ Luuk mto the
daysandmy goals for the
Bhatia, ranked 87th in the world, sank a
six-foot birdie putt at the par-5 second,
added back-to-back birdies at the fourth
and fifth then closed the front nine with
a16-foot birdie putt

Blinken says Israeli offers to increase
flow of aid to Gaza are welcome
but may not be sufficient

n
has announced to expand the flow

mto Gaza are welcome but

implemented, has the
may not be enough to meet the

surge i to

for dramalic improvements i
m - conditions in the

opening more

Israel and Hamas. However, the

steps to bolster the prot
civilians and aid workers, he said

In addition, he called for an
“independent, thorough and fully
o the
os of aid workers
Seven emplovees of the charity
World Central Kitchen, meluding
ntemati volunieers, were
Killed in multiple Isracli airstrikes
on their three-car convoy in Gaza

late Monday

announced Friday
that it dismissed two officers and
reprimanded three others for their
role in the strikes on the convoy.
Imd mishandled

i fully
potential to

I!.‘\li(. LONA
Tour de F)

Biden administration’s  demands

caught in the fighting between

and vielated
thearmy's rules of engay

Vingegaard

nent

Kosovo will conduct a
nationwide census that

includes surveyi

Serb mlnorlty

PRISTINA. Kosovo
u..mn govermment began Eudu

s first
clude

aifo (513 million) consi.a origina |\
in 2021 but was postponed due to the coronavinis

pandemic
Sumr. 4400 survevors will interview residents in
17 1o cover

person from April 3 until M
demographic and socioe

The Kosovar government, the EL's statistical office.
U.N. organizations and the World Bank are
g the ¢ s which will tally the number of

people residing in the country, family households.  independe
their education and employment. well as the Huzbije look goad when wea
number of locals fving abroad. Surveyors will also  hoped for“a po Despite the gray
ask interviewees about damages sullered during the 10 2011 Kosovo had 1.74 million registered residents. of mjuries lhey
N b which nearly 1.5%, orabout 26,000, are ethnic of reliel’ that they were :ml more

1998-1999 war and il they have relatives who died or
were tortured atthe time.

Serbian government forces and ethnic Albania

¢
Belgrade does not recognize Kosovo's 2008

and several nl

ng the ethnic

¢ Remeo

Soudal-Quic]

Nether

n province until a 7%-
ign in 1999 ended a war betw

tists in Kosovo and pushed Serbian forces out.

3rd Floor, Handicraft Building, Abdullel Haroen Read, Karachi.

nce champion
broke NS e crash fell into &

fer a

age four

Basque Country

1 terrible fall but thankfully
stable condition and

his team Visma-Lea:

venepoel
to emerge battered and

bruised from the horror aceident
"Remco will return o Belgium
tomorrow to be operated on a broken

ep team announced
His injuries have ruled him out of
upcoming one-day classics in the

involved in th
tken o hospit
s, while
Iso involved and

:ugcls
ely saw that it didn't

Vingegaard suffers
broken collarbone after
'terrible' crash in
Basque Country

Serious,
Several of the 12 riders involved in
oncrete ditch
after sliding ofl’ on a comer with
around 33 kilometres to go in the
run from El I\.ml Ar

Legutio, innorther

ken to an
stretcher. while
enepoel was walkir
team Soudal Quick Step
confirmed he was also going to

s conscious and will be
examined in the hospital now.”
the scene.

"Thank you for your messages
More updates later,” they added of
their 27-vear-old star who won the

another bad er
door Viaanderen ons
glic. who also dtmlld;\m.\l the
offered a thumbs-up 1o

show

ian rider Vine was also
taken to hospital but was conscious
talking, along with

To

The crash happened on the descent
from the Alto de Olaeta after a nder
in the front of the peloton

I, Zoya Press Islamabad, Ithad Center Blue Area, Islamabad, Printer Sargodha,



