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LHC declares
marriage with ex-
wife's sister illegal
without completing

Negative propaganda cannot undermine
nation's pursuit of prosperity: COAS

challenges, General Munir said that complete
independence without economic stability is not
possible

“No instability would be tole
joumney of prosperity and development,
warned

Last month, COAS Munir assured unwavering

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

Urging the nation to reject “negative forces™
together, Chi r
Syed Asim Munir on

ted in Pakistan's
he

Tiday said that negative
trolls could not

om marching tov

resolve of the Pakistan Amy to support the

Soon Times Correspondent

“We are all a united &
with the cooper

He said that the armed forees of Ll\n.-wlmlh' with

the support of the nation would fail all the

inimical forces bent on impeding the country’™s

pmentand prosperity.
1

orts of those who distract and obstruct
stan’s development journey will fa

ng the need for overpowering economic

government’s i

ng — with an
spectrum of ille;

il in the chair.
vil-military e

stan — InshaAllah
nd support of the peaple,

he

eriminal maf

atives aimed at the cconomic
recovery of the country.
He had made the rem:

ks during a hu_.h level
nda ol “m

LAHORE

In a landmark verdict on Friday, the Lahore High
Court (LHC) declared a ma arriage with the
sister of former wife illegal without completing the
compulsary Iddat period

Justice Tariq Saleem \Ih.‘lkh wsued an 11-page
wrilten deci lerim bail nppllwlum of

injustnine daysafier divorce.

It was noted in the judgement that according to
Islam, a person could not keep two sisters in
marriage and the decision.

CM Maryam to grace
another passing-out
parade in uniform

Inhis petition to
the sessions
court in Lahore,
Advocate /\t'lah
Bajwa
that m.\.mdm"
1o the law, no
mdividual was
permitted to
wear the
uniform of state

Soon T
LLAHOK
Having donned the police
umrmm at .| passing- out

Correspondent

The applicant urged the court to
i“uL order for the initiation of a
a N.n\ az for

Mot nnl\ 1hn I]‘IL I’m
in order to de-e:
situation, were prompted to
release a statement today
(Friday) clarifving that the

I p.\\sml.-uut parade.
but this time in Elite Force

wniform provincial chief executive was
5 “entitled to wear police uniform”
the chiel minister aending o ey’ he Punjab Police Dress
Regulati
ollege in
a lot of

1. 50 much so
lawyer moved a eourt
Marvam for wearing (hu
ice uniform.

2-out |mr.|du
L e place at the
| Centre in
Bedian .umlhwnugmug.\\ugk

Govt extends stay of registered
Afghan refugees until June 30

Prime Minister $hehbaz llullil chairs Mercl ¢cbinet meeting

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

The government has extended the
validity of the Afghan refugees’
Proof of Registration Cards (PoRs)
that expired on April 1, 2024, to
June 30, 2024, to facilitate those
who have vet not left Pakistan
it presses ahead with
to boot out illegal
. a statement said on

House und

unl
binet was told that this
'mhln. []n. l‘nR

their stay

unm.

It mu\l hc noted that these PoR
..nldholdua will be forcibly sent

ack to their country in the third
phase of the gramme of
repatriation of illegal foreign
n.ztmn.:h living in Pakistan ]ur

I’:lklslun hasexpelledoverhalfa

phase fr
The second pln:.c Wi
driving out refu;

5 hnlnllng
Al ghan Citizen Cards (ACC).

‘he ACCs were provided by the
1 w\unmunl to Afghan
in 2017, after proces nf.
istering them with
National Database and
nAuthonity (NADRA),

Regulat
On the advice of the Ministry of

Lmut will

istricts of
]lul‘ and Lashy
durected the authonities to appomt
the best jud;
and ensureel
Mareover, d

Pan

Law and Justice, the federal cabinet
approved the establishment of an
additional special court in Makran
Division to deal with anti-1
cases in Balochistan province,

The junsdiction of this special
be extended
r. Kech, Gw ;I;ll:lr.

n the spee
tive proseeution
ng the meeting, the

Warrant issued

for Achakzai's
arrest over MPO
violation, illegal
occupatlon

TTA

A lower court on Friday warrant for the
arrest of Mahmood Khan Achakzai, the chief of the
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PkMAP). over
of illegal occupation and violation of the
Mamntenance of Public Order (MPO).
According to a Dunya News report, a judicial
drate in Quetta issued the arrest wa for

reotics

kzai in connection with a case registered at the
(v.lualnmndz police station.
Reportedly a raid was carried out at the residence of’
I\z.llnkf.eu.dluht.m:.plm.-d gai
the apposition partics
n of president of Pal
pn.~cms|lhhlmu.scnlthul\ .

o the

The cabinet also

court

ECP releases notification
of victorious candidates
in by-election

Pervaiz Malik from NA-119,

|
from NA-44 D1

Pakistan in 'contact with US' on

energy requlrements, FO says

Soon Times Correspondent

v from ran Baloch. on the other hand.

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The Electio
Pakistan P) has released
the notification of victorious
candidates i by-election held
un{\nntll

Commission of

a
Khan has beenissued

As per notification, PML-N's
Adnan Afzal Chatta from PP-36
Wazirabad., Ahmed Igbal
“haudhry from PP-54 Narowal,
—.wd Akhﬂr Kl n from PP-93
I Alzaal Hussain
from I’]’ H‘J ‘:Imkhuplm were
declared victorious.

In I.|Imn. constituencies, the
PML-N did the clean sweep as
y lidates  were
as winners in by

ISLAMABAD: Earlier this week. a State Maintained that cooperation for
Foreign Office K Department spok had Wade on preferential basis was
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch on  wamed Islamabad regarding  Present between Pakistan and Iran
Friday said Pakistan was i *potential risk of sanctions” 10 I the former’s ecrucial
contact with the United States  following the Iranian President ities.

regarding Lhe country’s  Seyved Ebrahim Raisi's visit to iid during President Ra
requirements for energy Pakistan. day visit, the matter of
Addressing her w media anyone considering -Iran gas pipeline was
briefing in Islamaba the Is. with Iran to be d it was also reflected
spokespi d shehad seen  guware of the potential risk of N llh. joint statement later. Both
the US statement on  gnetions, the spokesperson —countries cogitated about energy
Pakistan’s willingness o get Sald, andelectricity trade, she added

Pakistan's first Air
Ambulance Service

training session
kicks off

Correspondent

Punjab Assembly
session: Speaker forms
committee to probe
wheat import

Soon Times
LAHORE
The inaugural training
session for Pakistan’s first Aur
Ambulance Service has been
launched.
Under the -mpr.msnm of
Chi inister

She underscored its enuci:
aftending to emergencies and
accidents in remote areas,
affirming her commitment to
ng all ncial
resources for the welfare and
betterment of the public.
] ng the pnnl

of the;
lawmakers severely
criticised the wheat policy of the
government and demanded
thorough investigation of wheat
import during the caretaker
government
The MPAs said the foo
failed to formulate any policy
rcgulllny the wheal

Soon Times € from b

Punjab Assembly Speaker Malik
Muhammad Almad Khan has
constituted a three-member
committee to probe the wheat
import during the tenure of the
caretaker govemnment

The Punjab Assembly session
witnessed

During  the
announced

the tr: mn[.
Air Ambulance
d
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service would be deployed du
emergeney situations and nmds
available to other provinees
needed.
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In the shadow of Pakistan's towering
healtheare crisis, one group of unsung heroes
remains largely overlooked: vetermnary
doctors. While the mation grapples with
human health concerns. the vital role of
velerimarians in safeguarding ammal health
and ensuring food  sec
unnoticed Today world celebrates World
Veterinary Day. a testament to the tireless

champions. In Pakistan, however, this day

serves as a scathing indictment of a nation
that hemerrhages neglect towards the very
professionals who safeguard the health of
our beloved creatures’ Recent incidents
highlight the dire need for Pakistan to
reevaluate its treatment of these essential
healtheare providersIn 2018, amidst the
turmoil of conflict-ridden Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Saima embarked on a
mission o vaccinate livestock against
Cdeadly diseases, Despite threats from

Baluchistan’s rugged mountains 1o treat a

militant groups and the constant risk of
violence, she continued her work, ensuring
the health and well-being of countless
animals in the regionln 2019. severe
ed parts of Sindh, leaving
s stranded and in need of
attention. Dr. Ali, along with

‘herd of endangered wild soats afflicted with
a conlagious bacterial disease. Dunng the
devastating floods of 2022, Dr. Zara Ahmed,
a young vet in Sindh. waded through chest-
deep floodwaters to reach stranded
livestock. She nisked contracting waterborne
diseases but treated over 200 animals,

a team of veterinarians, braved
waters and hazardous conditions to provide
emergency care lo stranded livestock,
demonstraling  unwavering courage and
compassion in the face of adversity.In 2020,

pr ing the outbreak of u i that
could have further burdened flood-affected
communitics. The neglect of veterinary
professionals is a reflection of broader
systemic issues within Pakistan's healthcare

veterinary care Rabies, a deadly zoonotic
disease, continues to ¢laim lives in Pakistan
due to a lack of proper animal v ion
programs.On World Veterinary Day, we
must acknowledge the dedication of
Pakistan's vetennary doctors. They are the
silent guardians of animal health, often
working tirelessly with meager resources.
I's time for the government and private
sector 1o step up. Increased investment in
veterinary education, improved

compensation packages, and readily

. While billi 11 dlo

an outbreak of fool-and-mouth disease
threatened to decimate livestock populations.
in rural Punjab. Dr. Azhar, a veterinary
doctor, led a team of volunteers 1o vaccinate
thousands of catlle, working lirelessty in

bolster human
ry medicine remains a neglected

are [z

available resources are crucial first steps.

ourse. The consequences of this neglect

hing. It not only impacts animal

e and save farmers from
astating losses.In 2021, a team of vels,
including Dr. Ali Hassan, ventured deep into

health but also poses a significant public
health nsk. Zoonotic  diseases.
transmissible between animals and humans,
thrive in environments with inadequate

those

services,

relegated to the sidelines of national

F
this erisis. The well-bei
and  ultimatel
health. hinges on a robust vete:

our economy,

viousto
of our animals,
our own

nary system

Letus celebrate World Vetermary Day by not
just offering platitudes but by 1aking
conerete steps {o empower these unsung

heroes. T

tireless efforts deserve belter.
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27th Convocation of $ir Syed University
held with traditional zeal

$ir Syed University awarded 1,117 Bachelor's,
60 Master's, and one PhD degree

Youth will get non-

efundable loans of one lakh to one crore

for new ideas or unique business plans: Governor Kamran Tessori

Karachi:

Sir Syed University of Engincering &
Technology (SSUET). organized its 27th
Convocation with a traditional zeal that
was altended by a large number of
cducationists, scholars, di
including faculty and students
Governor Sindh. Mr. Muhammad
Kamran Tessori was the Chief Guest of
the event. Sir Syed University awarded
1.117 Bachelor's. 60 Master's. and 1 PhD
degree. Position holders were awarded
gold. silver and bronze medals for
securing the highest marks in the
respective disciplines. Addressing the
convocation, Governor Sindh. Mr.
Muhammad Kamran Tessori said
Syed University is an ideological
academic institute that serves as an

on plaving a vital

institution of inspir;
role and contributing towards national
development. It has equipped graduates
with the necessary skills and knowledge
to succeed in their professional

endeavors. He said. we are going to give

=

non-refundable loans of one lakh to one
erore to the vouth who come up with new
ideas or unique business plans. At
Governor House. around 50,000
students are getting free information
technology education in different trades
and after completing aone-year diploma
in IT. they will be able to carn 13 lakh to
20 lakh rupees per month.Speaking on
thia occasion. Chancellor SSUET.
Jawaid Anwar said. even in the period of
recession, a large number of students
prefer to enroll in Sir Syed University,
which is itself proof of the remarkable
performance of our university. Due to
the hard work and exemplary
performance of the faculty and
management, Sir Sved University has
become the top priority for the new
students, New business opportunities are
being created and youth are being given
priority in employment who can play an
effeetive role in increasing the
efficiency. production and profitability

aiversity
& L

e

of theenterprises.
He said that digital technology has
become a necessity for us in the 21st
century and the growth of digital
technology has a profound impact on
human society. Sir Syed University has
launched two new programs Data
Seience and Cyber Security Network. A
new degree based on Business and IT
subjects including Artificial
Intelligence, Cloud Computing will also
be introduced. Being aware of the
present challenges, we are going o
augurate the Cvber Security Center of
Excellence at Sir Syed University very

ing SSUET’s annual report for
the vear 2023-24. Vice Chancellor
SSUET. Prof. Dr. Vali Uddin. said that
Sir Syved University has now grown to 16
academic departments offering
undergraduate. postgraduate. MS. and
PhD programs with more than 7.000
students and around 350 faculty
members. including 64 holding PhDs.
The Department of Applied Computing

& Emerging Sciences has been formed
under which various programs relevant
lo new emerging lechnologies such as
Artificial Intelligence. Cloud
Computing. etc. will be launched. The
universily actively participated in
Erasmus+ ICM programs. fostering
collaborations with renowned European
universities and developing
collaborations with international
partners such as Politchnica University
of Bucharest and Technical University
of Cluj-Napoca in ongoing projects.
French, Russian. and South Korcan
delegations visited Sir Syed University
to explore options for potential
collaboration and partnership. The
University awarded merit-based
scholarships worth approximately 35
million rupees to 1.318 deserving
students. The University has signed 102
MOUs to date. The University also
signed MoUs with Kyungdong
University. South Korea. Pokhara
University, Nepal. and the University of
Malaga, Spain. During the vears 2023-
2024, the SSUET faculty has published
175 research papers in various national
and international journals.Registrar
Cdre. (r) Sved Sarfraz Ali while
conducting the event said that the vision
for Sir Sved University is to transform it
into acenter of academic excellence and
make il a world-class institution.
Students were also honored with gold.
silverand bronze medals including merit
certificates for their outstanding
achicvements in their academic career.
Anab Al (Biomedical Engincering).
Amina Siddiqui (Biomedical Science).
Ayesha Khan (Computer Engincering),

Malik Tanzeel (Electrical Engineering),
Sved Muhammad Abdur Rahman un
Nabi ({Elecironic Engincering), Ilma
Ameen (Computer Science). Munceb
Ahmed Khan (Information
Technology), Ramna Nadeem (Software
Engineering). Taikhoom (Civil
Engineering). Sved Muhammad Jibran
Jilani (Civil Engineering Technology).
Schrish Jawaid (Architecture) and Hafsa
Tariq (Business Administration)
received gold medals for securing Ist
position. Reeipients of silver medals for
securing second position included Kinza
Imran (Biomedical Engineering). Sveda
Aiman Zchra (Biomedical Science).
Ismail Zaheer Sheikh (Computer
Engineering). Umer Farooq (Electrical
Engineering), Sawera (Electronic
Engineering). Wania Khan (Computer
Science). Asma Shafi ((Information
Technology). Unsa Athar (Software
Muhammad Danival
Shaikh Muhammad
Faizan (Civil Engineering Technology).
Nida Tasneem (Architecture) and Asbah
Abid (Business Adr ration). while
Nabecha Sahar (Biomedical
Engineering). Faha Noman Siddiqui
(Biomedical Science). MNeha Shakil
(Computer Engineering), Umer Zaid
(Electrical Engineering), Talha Mustafa
(Electronic Engineering). Hanzala Bin
Rashid (Computer Science). Kainat
Jamil ((Information Technology).
Mukadus Jawaid (Software
Engineering). Choudhary Muhammad
Ha: ullah (Civil Engincering).
Saifullah  (Civil Engincering
Technology) and Muhammad Mashood
Chohan (Architecture) were awarded

Nowadays, evervone uses some
tvpe of social media. Teenagers en
TikTok. influencers and small
companies on Instagram and
Facebook. or professionals on
LinkedIn: social media is the first
choice that springs to mind when
secking for new contacts in any
industry.

When utilized correctly, social
media may be quite beneficial.
These platforms have the potential
to improve anyone's life since they
provide the most direct touch with
the intended audience. But the
many studies show that there are
also negative impacts of social
media on teenager's metal
health.In recent years. research
has begun to establish a causal
relationship between teen social
media use and decrcased well-
being or mood disorders,
including sadness and
anxicty.Rescarchers  investigated

whether the platform's widespread
adoption on college campuses in
the mid-2000s c¢nhanced
symptoms related with despair
and anxiety. The answer was clear
yes.

Most social networking
applications require that users be
at least 13 years old. However. the
US Surgeon General reports that
approximately 40% of children
aged 8 to 12 use social media
applications. while 95% of
voungsters aged 1310 17 doso.

In fact, the United States Surgeon

General issued an advice on how
social media impacts the mental
health of adolescents and
teenagers. From statically results
finds that the Teens who spend
more than three hours each day on
social media are twice as likely 1o
develop despair and  anxiety.
Another bad impact of social
media is a developing condition
that you may not be aware of. Fear
of missing out (FOMO)} is a last
developing topic of rescarch. It
oceurs when a person is worried
that their friends are or will be
doing something without

involving them, and it can lead to
excessive checking of news feeds
and physiological abnormalitics.

Self-image and body-image
concerns appear lo present
themselves in a number of ways
when using social media.
Increased social media use.
including appearance-related
activities and sclfics. has been
linked to body image difficultics
in voung pcople. particularly
females.Several social media
platforms include tools and filters
that allow users to change their
look. which frequently leads to

individuals comparing themselves
to others. Peeple who spend the
most of their time posting and
scrolling are more likely to be
susceptible.

There is a strong correlation
between wellness and emotions.
When social media participation
and usage have an impact on
mental well-being. many people
prefer to disconnect from the
actual world in favor of the online
fantasy one. according to some
study. The act of scrolling itsell
has been connected to dissociative
states.
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President seeks stronger economic,
cultural tles Wlth China

President Asif Ah Zardart has stated that
Pakistan and Chma enjov  long-term
strategic refations, which need to be further

strengthened in the areas of [

cconomy, agriculture, people-to-people

and culture, He underlined the
need for both countries to continue to work
together 1o take bilateral relations to new
height
The president expressed thes
talking to the visiti
International  Developme

conlaets,

views while
1 of China
Cooperation

Ageney (CIDCA). Luo Zhaohui, who
along with his del 1on called on him at
Alwan-e. Wednesday, the
cment.

China to l‘ul.n:.m

nior nﬂicl:slsul‘ the Chinese
ani governments attended the

and Pal
meeling.

While reiterating
commitment to stan
Economic Corridor (CPE the
president said that Pakistan considered
CPEC of immense stralegic impo
and was fully committed to the timely
completion of all CPEC projects.
Highlighting the importance of Gwadar
Port, he smd that Gwadar Port would not
only promote regional conn y but
would also make the ansport of goods to
China cost-effective.

‘Need to develop definitive accounts

of novel economic technologies

SoonTimes Correspondent
Islamabad

We must develop definitive accounts of
novel economic teclmologies.” This
was the core message of a book launch
for the edited volume titled “Non-
Fungible Tokens: Mullidisciplinary
Perspectives.” held at the Centre for
Acrospace & Security Studies (CASS),
Islamabad. Dr Usman W. Chohan,
Advisor for Economic Affairs and

National Development. CASS. and the
book's editor. presented the key findings
me, and urged all

9

mathematics. law. and sociology. among
others. Dr Chohan’s presentation was
accompanied by remarks from
contributors to the edited volume DrHong
Bao (China). Alesha Serada (Finland).
Drs. Thapeli Matima & Nyane Mofokeng
(SouthAfrica). and Dr Carlos Yebra Lopez
(Spain). The speakers covered key aspects
relating to the cconomics. technology,
ogy of NFTs as
ied in their chapters. Senior
Director Air Marshal Farooq Habib (Retd)
congratulated Dr Chohan on this seventh

ion and technology in economic
development. He n[gcd_\‘uungmsmrclmls

to remain abreast of cconomic
technologies and to make contributions to

n's development. Focused on
the blockchain-based technology known
as Non-fungible Tokens (NFTs). the
edited volume brought together 14
renowned authors from 10 countries
spanning 8 academic disciplines.
II\c]udII'Lb economics. technology.

law_and socioloes. _amaone

their adv Given (he scope and
detail covered in the collective rescarch
endeavour. he lauded the
comprehensiveness of the book and
expressed hope that the edited volume
would serve as (he definitive account of
NFTs internationally for many years to
come.

over Pak

Khan. The first annual meeting of library

professionals from all over Pakistan will be

held today on Apnl 27 at Aspire Library
1]

I
¢ Kutub K| 7
which well-known representative library
professionals of Pakistan will specially

Punjab to have Environment

Protection Authority to fight smog

Marrivum Rurangzeh shares initiatives to mitigate environmental risks

enforcement of regulations
across difTerent departments.
with a special force dedicated
o environment protection o
be formed, sheadded.

She said digital data collection
would be employed to asscss
the contri n of various
seclors Lo smog control.

The minister announced
crackdown on sources
emitting smog. harmful
chemicals. and smoke.
ensuring strict adherence (o
environmental regulations in
industrial and transport
scclors.

Marrivum  Aurangzeb also

SoonTimes Correspondent

LAHORE

The Punjab government has
announced formation of an
‘Environment Protection Authority”
aimed at combating smog and
enhancing environment quali
Senior Provineial Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb stated that this authority
would be tasked with enforcement of
environmental protection regulations
Marriy Aurangzed disclosed the
initiatives and plans of the Punjab
government to mitigate

environmental crisis. A smog cabinet
commitice was established during a
session chaired by Punjab CM Maryam
Nawaz.

A Smog Monitoring Scctoral Cell.
comprising representatives of various
departments. has been set up within the
Department of Planning and
Development,

The minister cmphas:scd that the
groundwork for establishing a legal
framework aligning with the CM's
vision had commenced. An action plan
had been devised for the immediate

announced stringent measures
regarding brick Kilns. stating
that no kiln would operate without the
ag lechnology. She said non-
compliant kilnshad already been sealed.
Morcover, a fimess certificate will be
mandatory for vehicles, and those
emilting smoke or having faulty engines
will face bans. A monitoring and
certification system for vehicles with
defective engines will also be
implemented.

Industries will be required to install
‘emission control systems’ 1o mitigate
the release of harmful smoke and toxins.

oodi Bohra

 called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at AIW;"-G-SEGT‘ .

Center” in Islamabad on 26th April, 2024,

Fedral Minister Mohsin Naqvi interacting with general public during his visit to "Public Facilitation

Well-known librarians have
a meeting at Gujar Khan

Soon Times Correspondent
GujarKhan:

A meeting of well-known librarians fro all

n is being held today at Gujar

r Khan, Organized by the Tehreek

a and

participate. Chairman of Pakistan Library
Club Arshad Mehmood will be the chiel
guest, PLC President Dr. Amir Latil and
Chief Librarian of Fazaia Library
(FBCOEW) PAF Nur Khan, Kashif Kamal
will be the guest speakers. In the program,
the Chairman Tehreek-¢- Kutab khana and
Tameer o Taragi, Danish Raza Qureshi will
highlight the organizational structure and
the problems of libraries and Librarians in
Pakistan.

Pakistan pushes for stopping
Israeli war machine to end
Palestinians' slaughter in Gaza

Islamabad
Web Desk
Pakistan has called on the United Nations and

nd to its “plausible genocide™
n people in the besieged

ing in the United Nations Security
Council’s ministerial-level debate on the
Middle t situation, Ambassador Usman
Jadoon, deputy permanent representative of

Pakistan o the UN, did not specify the
measures but pointed out that Isracl's war in
a has spread the conflict to adjacent
nd [ iwon must be

“Yet, unless Israel’s war machine 1s stopped

4, there is an

ever-present danger that war and violence will

spread and possibly s.m_ul! Ihc entire Mhldlc
1

"he wentonto say that the 15- muuhu
s “three urgent responsibilities — to

oday
Couneil

nd escalation of wa
towards a two

ig the regional of the
wdor Jadoon cautioned
pread 1o neighbouring
ank. Lebanon, Syria,

such as the We:
Irag, Yemen, and [ran.
He urged all pa to exercise restraint o
prevent furthe alation.  Ambassador
Jadoon also underscored the timeliness of
Palestine’s re-submitted application for UN
membership, which, he said, is in accordance

withregional initiatives advocating fora two-

State solution
ng disappoiniment over the UN
Security Council veto on Algeria’s draft
full UN
membership, he pointed Lo the overwhelming
support signalling Palestine’s rightful place in
ational community.

resolution for Palestin

wering support for Palestine’s quest for
emphasizing that UN
tep towards
s and fostering
conditions for m negoliations.”
Pakis . he said, was committed to a lwo-
state settlement based on the 1967 borders,
with Al-Qu 5 the capital of a Palestinian

self-determination,

ry-Gieneral f\nmmil Guterres urged an

1 of retaliat 1called

inter: o work

on the
[l \bulur to avert a full- omlc regional conflict,

community

by

ending hostilities in Gaza and
np]:u1\\0-\1.m.mlu||m|
i peril must be a

lnm. I sad the UN
chief. De and ongoing
challenges despite [srael’s recent

commitments to improve aid delivery, he said
Palestinians are facing widespread starvation
and Isracl must fully and actively facilitate

humanitanian operations immedt

PTI to hold countrywide
protests today against alleged

rigging in elections

Soon Times Comrespondent
LAHORE I
The Pakistan Tehreck-¢-Insafl
(PTI) is set to stage
nationwide protests today
(Friday). alleging widespread
rigging inclections.
According to parly sources.
demonstrations are
scheduled to take place
across the country including
Lahore.

A spokesperson for the PTI
has claimed that police
authorities arc conducting ruds on the
residences of PTI Members of Provincial
Assembly (MPAs). Members of National
Assembly (MNAs). and ticket holders.
These actions. the spokesperson asserted.
were aimed at obstructing planned protest
rallies against alleged rigging inthe recent
by-clections.

I's worth noting that the PTI had
announced these countrywide protests in
response to what they allege rigging
tampering in the by-clections held on
April 21, as well as the purported theft of
mandate in the general elections held on
Feb&.

Afew days carlier, Pakistan Tehreck-c-

Insaf (PTT) Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan criticised the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP), accusing it of failing to
conduct the by-clections on 21 national
and provincial scats transparenly.
Speaking to reporters outside the Khattala
polling station in Gujrat's PP-32
constituency. Gohar called the by-
elections a farce. arguing thal parliament
should consist of genuine public
representatives with popular support.
rather than those installed through
clectoral malpractice.

Gohar declared that the PTT would not
recognise the results of the PP-32
constituency by-polls.




Son demands
Spurs step up
against Arsenal
after Newcastle
thrashing

Neweastle United, Spua\ w]wmn Sun
Heung-min said

Spurs have enjoyed a two-week break
since their heavy 4-0 loss at
Neweastle on April 13 and Son has
called for a strong response against
Mikel Artela's side.

Arsenal know that anything other than
a victory over their rivals could
damage their title hopes after
Manchester City climbed to second
place and within a point of the leaders
with a game in hand afler defeating
Brighton & Hove Albion

"We have to be ready. It was an
unacceptable result and performance
well from me,

king a lot about this (Ars
verybody knows how to
twill be a really good !.dilh.’ o
bounce | h1r.k .md uh v the
moty

now what it means for the team
and the club and also for the fans. So
ve're going to prepare well and play
ourstyleof game "

Somalia detains
US-trained
commandos over
theft of rations

MOGADISHU
Somalia's government
suspended and def
members  of ]

commando unit for stealing rations
donated by the United States, adding
that it was taking over responsibility
for provisioning the force.

“The Danab unit has been a key pilla
of .8 -backed efforts to combat the a
Qau.l:l linked mllnam group al

i hrlmr) to spend more than $100
million to build up to five military
bases for Danab.

Somalia's defence ministry ina
statement late on Thursday that it had
notified international partners of the
thelt and would share the outcome off
its investigation.

A U8, official said in a statement to

Reuters thal Washinglon lakes
seriously all accusations of
coruption

Another State Dept
official resigns over
US' Gaza policy amid
growing student

protests
WASHINGTON
United

. Hala Rharrit, has re:

st of America’s policy on Gaza
at least the third high-profile
ation Im:n(ln, d‘.pmn

50 the Dubai Regional
Media Hub's deputy di joined
the State l)up
decades ago a

rights nmccr the department’s website
showed.

1 resigned April 2024 after 18 vears of

almost 1wo

the United
Diplomacy,
peace and unity,”
Li nkullnpmz
“Diplom
1hc.'m. nd ‘unity.” she added. A State
Department spokesperson. asked about
the resignation in Thursday
briefing, said the de
mels for its workforee o share
ews when it disagrees with
government policies
Under close questioning, Spokesperson
Vendant Patel refused to go beyond
saving, “This is a personal mater””
Nearly a month earlier, Annelle Sheline
of the State Department’s hun n l|;|ll~:
b

Dep nt official Jna!l Paul
ned i|| October,

Israel intensifies air strikes on Gaza's
Rafah before ground operation

CAIRO
Web Desk

Israel stepped up
would evacuate civil

eli avir
three

ieged Palestinian enclave reported five
on Thursday (Apr 25) that hitat |
peopleincluding a local jour,
Il.!nl of what will happen in Rafah. The level of alert is
Tbrahim Khraishi, the Palestinian ambassador to the
s.told Reuters on Thursday.
¢ leaving, they are afraid for their families but where can
they go? They are not being allowed to go to the north and so are
all arca.”
about 40km long and betwe
12km wide and is one of the most densely popul
world
In the seventh month of a deva

ibout Skm and
ed arcas in the

stating air and ground war. Israeli
forces also resumed bombarding northern and central areas of the
enclave, as well as east of Khan Younis in the south. Israel's stated
goalistodestroy Hamas, lhnul.lnts*un».h.urhuu il
AUnited Nations team visiting 13
maritime aid operations was forced to take cover in a bunker on
Wednesday after the area came under attack,

were no injuries.

They were there for "some time", but the

tiges, the la;
ah and elsewhere”,
vid

quarter
government

| Fire at Brazil guesthouse |

SAOPAULO S
AL least 10 people
died and
injured in the early
hours of
moming in a major

f

of Porto Alegre,
the Rio €

sf

which is still

re:
Iln. hldtt:s\ The build ng has

¢

withCNN Brasil

The fm.l' ehiters said they we

leaves at least 10 dead,
11 injured

were

i
ire at a guesthouse

nde do Sul
tate fire department.

arching for the missing

dat around 2 a.m. (0300 GMT) on
ntwo hours, mx.ur(lll to the fi
n:mnu.d

i
charge.” Licutenant Colonel I un.m Iulu da Silva said m.m IIll\.l\l\.‘\\

A Silv:

said tk 11 no sible causes of

the fire. The facility did not hav
nor didthey have

I

close together, m
the guwmu c~c.l])c the fire department s

po:
icense Lo l\]!i.l'ﬂli. asa LILL"I[IU\I\&

Shoigu says
Russia and allies
should step up

military exercises

in Asia

ASTANA
Russia and its allies in Asia should expand
joint military exercises as they face a dircet
threat from attempts by the United States to
expand its secu

said onFriday.

He was speaking al a mecting of the
s Cooperation Organisation
). a segiinity prouping that includes

eve that evervone present sh
on that the deployment of mil

t he regarded a
ty in the SCO space.
s should expand the

cnpimm,
Hiss |N.M.|I|\Ig|l||'=hlul Russia’s intention o
strengthen mil ties with partners in
Asia and resist any crosion of
there despite the
armmy of the war it

his deput
development that th

sed the US-led QUAD
of trving to reshape the

and AUKL
securily structure in the Pacili

themselve aid  that
pressure was being ex

came from “radical terronst
inA " He the United States

e-fghting plan, according 1o the

n the building where the guesthouse operated, the rooms were very

ing it easy for the fMlames to spread and difficult for
i

w \\ur\m" to restore influence in lhc
region that it lost after the withdran
um;mmml\lg]uu tan in2021

Turkish court convicts Syrian
woman over Istanbul bombmg :

STANBUL

Turkish CU\IFI sentenced Ablam
Albashir, 1 national, to life  life
in prison on Friday over a 2022
bombing that killed six people in
Istanbul's main shopping street. a
copy of the verdict obtained by

with shoppersand tourists
The

ntences on Albashir, who wa;

the person who planted the bomb,

were released from

ns. two members
cach of three familics, were killed
in the attack on Nov. 13, 2022 The
explosion also wounded about 100
people in the busy street packed

handed prison sentenc
from 4 years to life. Ofthose 20,

court imposed a total of seven
previously identified by police as
The case also involved more than

30 other defendants. Four of them
prison_on

Friday, while the court ordered 10

people were given
imprisonment

“disrupting the unity and inty
state” and “intenti

of the
murder.”

amed Kurdish militants
e explasion, saying the order
for the attack on Istiklal Avenue .

Ve That militia and the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) mil 1 group, which has
it de |d\.mxl|l insurgency
state, denied
|||\n|\|.mu|! m Ilh. .sll.nr.k No
aroup claimed responsibility.
Students clashing with police.
tents set up on college campuses,
acrossAmerica,

Istanbul has been attacked in the
past by Kurdish,

CAIRO

Egypt sends delegation
to Israel, its latest effort
to broker a cease-fire
between Israel and
Hamas

Israeli troops, both of which Israel

Teftist militants e :
y 4 on o N W
ik and Bk stcks bar ptsenta hight [u\.ldu!uwhul to has rejected s it will
7 - Is on Friday with the hope of umunm, mill tions until
nationwide whe asclire - :
5 brokering a cease-fire cement it will
and the PKK

between Ar

with Hamas in Gaza,
broke downinmid-2013

said. At the same tim

Ukraine's Zelenskiy calls for air
defense systems as allies meet

WASHINGTC )N
t Volodymyr
called for

be sent to Kyiv to help protect
P es, adding

sian jets (have)
more than 9,000

so that they do not
positions and bord
said at the start of'a virtual m
led by the United s on hel
arm Ukraine.
US Defense etary Llovd
Austin said the meeting would
n Ukraing's air defense
abilities
The meeting comes days after
Col s emerged from a half-
car of deadlock to approve a S61
billion aid package for Ukraine.
President Joe Biden's
administeation qui nnounced

"While we were waiting for a
decision on the American support.
the Russian army m o

still now. not only
e the front, but also move
forward achieving our Ukrainian
als in the wa added

tes hopes its new
aponry will help

a possible Iy

border with E

regional stability
‘wypl's lop
Abbas Kamel.

e e in €

KF ko an
[ I 1 ru
freely.

mount, there has be

limited ¢
Hama
the retum of a
displaced |
in northemn Gz
resirictions,” the
said

The hope is that negot

expect Kyiv to | 2
offensive operations against
Russian foreesin the near tenm

The mflux of weapons could
improve Kyiv's chancesofaverting
a major Russian breakthrough in

larger deal to end the war. |
The of said

demands.
art of Moscow’
invasion, mils analysts say.

from its o
e and

two oflicials
it warned that
eh offensive focused
on Gaza's city of Rafah — on the
vpt — could have
catastrophic consequences for

elligence official,
is leading the
|||.|t.gollnll and p!.ms to discuss with
a “new vision” for a prolonged
‘g plian

official said. speaking on condition of
anonymity o discuss the mission

As the war drags on and cas
grow
intemational pressure for Hamas

Iks will focus at first on a
hange of hostages held by
or Palestinian prisoners. a
enificant number of

eyptian official

ons will
then continue. with the goal of a

diators are
working on a compromise that will
answer most of both parties” main

has said it will not back down
nands for a permanent

full withdrawal of

Basem Naim told The
ociated Press “there is nothing
new from our side,” when asked
about the negotiations
Both Isracli and Egyptian officials
confirmed the phian delegation
had amved in Tel Aviv, but further
details weren’t immediately
ihle.
Overnight, Lebanon’s militant
Hezbollah group fired k
mussiles and artillery shells at an
Israeli military convoy ina disputed
border area, Killing Israch
civilian,
Hezbollah said 1ts
ambushed the convoy shortly
before midnight Thursday.
destroying two vehicles. The Isracli
said the ambush wounded
n Israeli civilian doing
infrastructure work, and that he
later died of hus wounds.
Low-intensity fighting
along the Israel-Lebanon border has
repeatedly threatened to boil overas
Israel has targeted senior Hezbollah
militants in recent months.
Tens of thousands of people have
been dis an both sides of the
border. On the [ side. the
cross-border fighting has killed 10
civilians and 12 soldiers, while in
Lebanon, more than 350 people
have been Killed, including 50
civilians and 271 Hezbollah

fighters
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