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No compromise on security of Chinese
workers in Pakistan: PM Shahbaz Sharif

Says government would ensure all possihie facilitation of the Chinese invest

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday
would make no compromise on the
security of the Chinese workers in
Pakistan

The prime minister. in a m

Group was
T Coal mine
20MW coal powver

ng witha  Group was one of the
Group aged under the Ch
irman Wu Lei. said that the  Economic Corridor in Pakistan.
would ensure all possible  The Thar Coal projects uted by the
n of the Chinese inveslors 1o around $400
further expand the ongoing projects. g was attended by
He urged the Chinese firms to switch the m of Thar Coal Block 1 Power
{ i Meng Donghai,

Pakistan

Soon Times Correspondent
RAWALPINDI
Pakistan  Tehreek -e- Insal (PTI) chairman
Ii(lrmtur Gohar Ali Khan has said the Al Qadir
ase. is illegal and it will be proved that the
5 i motivated.
alking to media outside Adiala Jail,
said the hearing of Al Qadir Trust case was held but
the media was not allowed to cover the hearing % :
which wasillegal and unconstitutional China, Frime ]
He said the PTI founder expressed serious

over the Bat I incident
“There is a law of jungle when his ho

Tarar hopes May 9 cases will
e reach logical conclusion

Gohar complained that the PTT's cases were not
being set for hearing in the Supreme Court.

Cheema, Energy Mini
Khan Leghari, Petroleum Ml
Musaddik Malik. Deputy €
Planning Commission Mul
Jahanzeb and relevant senior offi

tested ties with
ster Shehbaz said that

ng cordial

Fazl offers condolence to
Ismail Haniyeh over death
of his sons in Israell strlke

SoonTimes

e was

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Information Minister Attaullah ar on Correspondent
Wednesday smd the credibility of Prime KARACHI
Mimster Shehbaz Shanf and his govermment JUL-F chief

Maulana
Fazlur Rehman
reached out to
Hamas leader
Ismail Haniveh
via phone to

had started producing results, adding that Saudi
Arabia was interested in investing in different
sectors

The world knew that the prime mir
always delivered and worked 24/7. he

ster had
ked

and told a press conference after a federal St

cabinet meeting that the privatisation of PIA as federal cabinet had decided to instruct the four ondclerces

well as airports would lead to positive results. provinees to ensure providing night wheat prices, " .

However, i ministor-added that pri on Tamaryas harvesting has begu i the couny and | [ SaLE oz 0f chinkedyManlanaplaziug
- the minister added that pri ti arar. as ing ©; 1 the country and: | hig sons and grandsons in Israel

Rehman for advocating for
P: ians' rights at the
nce in

there are indications of a bumper crop which will
helpalle: he food inflation.

About the contradictions in the statements of PTI
leaders. he said they were unable Lo ereate unified
positionevenwithin their own party and added that
lhu had ne nothing to offer to the people.

minded the rival party that their leader wasin
J-II on corruption charges and said the planned
9 cases would soon reach logical i-govemnment movement would go anywhere.
SI0n. “What s their agenda.” he asked about the
ional financial institutions were  oppositionalliance

e a marked decline in he  Deseribing the Pishin rally i
nd mentioned the recent positive reviews  show, he
onomy at world level to argue his

had nothing to do with the Intermational
Monet: nd (IMT°)

ed about the May 9 violence, the
mlm‘lllallm\ er said the government
wanted to see those involved in attacking
defence and sensitive instal i

strike
Fazlur Rehman praved for the
elevated status of the martyrs
and assured Hamiveh that the
people of Pakistan slar\d |n
lidarity with their Pal

brothers.

The JUI-F head also expressed
disappointment over the si
of the international communs

al confe
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Haniveh also expressed
gratefulness to the workers of
Jamiat Ul Islam Pakistan
and the Pakistani people for
their support to the oppressed
peopleof Gaza.

Also, on Maulana Fazlur
particularly the Musl Rehman's  direc| . Allama
Ummah, regarding the tragic  Rashid Mahmood Soomro met
deaths and injuriesof thousands  Ismail Haniyeh in Qatar, where
3 ¢ he presented a letter of
sault. condolence from Maulana Fazl
Haniyeh. in turn,

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi promises zero-
tolerance policy to curb overbilling, power theft

Eight more
ministers of Sindh
cabinet sworn in

Soon Times Correspondent
ARACHI

Balochistan as flop
ivered at the public
the company™ won't last

o rs of the Sindh cabinet were
sworn in on Wednesday. Governor Sindh Kamran
Tesori administered the oath at the Govemnor
House Sindh

Chiefl Minister Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah was
also pres 1!ll1esuc1r 2-1N CETEMOny.

The newly swomn: ministers include Jam
Tks Makhdoom Mehboob uz
Zaman, Riaz Shirazi, Dost Ali Rahmo. Shahid
Salam Thaheem, Muhammad Ali Malkani,
Shaheen Sher Al and Tang Talpur.

Makhdoom Mehboob uz Zaman is expected 1o get
the revenue department, Muhammad Ali Malkani
the umve: department, Shaheena Sher Ali
women's development, and Shahid Thaheem the
labour ministry portfolios

President summons
NA session on
April 19

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

President Asil’ Ali Zardan has summoned the
session of the National Assembly on Friday, April
19,2024 at 10:30 am.
The president summoned the session of National
Assembly in exercise of the powers conferred by
article 54(1) of the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

In previous session. Aseefa Bhutto Zardari,
daughter of former prime minister Benazir Bhutto
and President Asif Ali Zardari. took oath as a
member of the National Assembly.
National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
administered the oath to Aseefa.

During the session. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
provided headphones to Aseefa Bhutto Zardan to
reduce the noise disturbances as PTI MNAs raised
slogans calling for the release of the PTI founder.
Following Ascefa Zard wearing-in. PPP
members also chanted slogans in support of the
Bhutto family |

N li

T y Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

the country.
He empha

circumstances.
tructed the

overbilling.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin -~ has called for a swift

Naqvi savs there 1s a zero- s.mv.hlu\\nunpu\\n.rlin.l'l He
tolerance policy regard has dirceted the FIA officers t
overbilling by power

distribution companics across

sed that overbilling
would not be tolerated under any
aqvi has
Federal
(FIA) t0
n action against any
found involved in

In addition 1o com
overbilling, minister N

and Kh\l‘u l‘\khlm&ln\.l
effectively control pmmuu_ﬂ
Also Electricity
its a grave distribution companies
injustice to the public. He  involved inoverbilling
pledged to provide reliefto the A few davs earlier.
masses with an ance that  revealed the figur
those involved in issui overbilling and promised 1o
inflated bills would be brought  continue crackdown on power
tojustice theft

in tackling ov
power thefi cases.
z overbilling. the

illing ot

Iranian envoy lauds
Pakistan's defence
capabilities
‘::\orlr‘ulmuhlmt )

ISLAMABAD
Ambassador of Iran

Asif o
Wednesday and lauded the
defence capabilities of
Paki

cordial
d by centuries old
cultural
. anews release said
if reiterated
on Palestine
ighlighted carly
ement of ceasefire in
s well as resolution of

al

cooperation.
Both sides

level of bil:

alestinessue. areas of common inte
L the ! h security, coun
of Joint Border Commission. terrorism and  res
the Minister said that Pakistan
had taken all nec
measures in the dor

Related Topics

id the two eountries had
rther

expressed
satisfaction over the existing
ral cooperation
and committed to further it in

cconomic conneclivity

President Zardari for
strengthening economic,
cultural ties with Turkiye

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
President Asif Ali Zardari on
Wednesday called for further
enhancing bilateral cooperation
with Turkiye [
ceonomy, ¢du
The pr
.‘\mh1wador of T
Pakistan Dr Mehme
called on him, said t
should benefit from
ment-friendly policies
of the country and invest through
the Paki:

I\.ul hhluru.
. adding that
the two nations had always
supported and stood by each other
mdifficult imes,

President  Zardari  stated that
Pakistan could benefit from the

need for iner
cultural ex
promote peopl

Turkish development experience.
especially in the area of
infrastructure development

In order to promote regional
connectivity. he
undertaking

sing educational and
to further
1

) (.nupmum\
between the two brotherly countries.  Council sessionin Pakistan

so underlined the




rate, declining trade deficit

Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue,
Muhammad Aurangzeb,

on Wednesday said the
government is committed
to economic reform to
sustainable economic
development in the

| Auishbarfiikhar |

Food technology is a
rapidly evolving ficld that aims
to revolutionize the way we
produce. process. and consume
food. It encompasses a wide
range of innovations from
novel farming techniques to
advanced food processing
methods. One notable example
of foad technology is the use of
3D printing to create
customized food products. This
technology allows for precise
control over the composition
and shape of food items
opening up possibilities for
personalized nutrition and
unique culinary  experiences.
By layering food ingredients in
3D

printing can create intricaic

a controlled manner.
designs and tailored nutritional
profiles to meet individual
dietary needs and preferences.
Additi
plays a critical role in reducing

nally, food technology

wasle and enhancing
sustainability through
improved storage. preservation
and packaging methods. It also
extends the shelf life of
products and enhances safety
standards. In the whole. food
technology is transforming the
food
healthier.

industry, leading to

more efficient and

more sustainable food
production and consumption.
Food securily remains
a major issue in developing
sub-Saharan

couniries, with

Africa serving as a prime
example due to the frequent
droughts and floods that disrupt
These
extreme weather events can
and
affecting the

food production.

lead to food insccurity
malnutrition,
livelihoods of many in the
region. In addition, traditional
meal production methods
contribute significantly to
environmental challenges, For
instance, the practice of
clearing forests for beel
farming not only reduces

biodiversity but also leads to

Technology and the
Changing Food Industry

higher methane emissions,
exacerbating climate change.
Furthermore, the food industry
often relies on conventional
farming methods that involve
the use of pesticides and
chemical fertilizers, posing
health risks to both farmers and
consumers. These practices
also contribute to
environmental degradation, as
the widespread use of
pesticides has resulted in a
decling in pollinators like bees
which are essential for crop
viclds and maintaining
biodiversity.

In response to the
growing challenges in the food
industry. food technology
companies arc adopting arange
of innovative solutions to
revolutionize the way we
produce, distribute and
consume food. Plant-based

meat alternaf

'es have gained
popularity, offering consumers
environmentally friendly
options that mimic the taste and
texture of traditional meats.
Personalized nutrition services
are calering to individual health
tailored

plans thal oplimize

needs by providing
dictary
well-being. Vertical farming
and urban agriculture
technologies arc transforming
urban spaces into productive
farmland, enabling the efficient
cultivation of fresh, locally
grown produce and reducing
the carbon footprint associated
with long-distance food
transportation. Furthermore,
cfforts to combat food waste
arc leveraging technology to
monitor and minimize waste
across the entire supply chain,
table. The

integration of block chain

from farm to
technology is also playing a
pivotal role in enhancing food
traceability, allowing for
grealer (ransparency and safely
in the food system.Such
advancements are paving the
way for a more sustainable and
resilient food system. Using 3D
printing technology, food
be

revolutionized by offering the

production can

lo create customized
This

innovative approach allows for

ability

shapes and textures.

the production of visually

country.The minister
spoke at the JP Morgan
Seminar on Pakistan’s
Economic Policy
Outlook.He outlined three
important reform areas of
taxation,
privatization, said a press

energy and

appealing and intricate foods.
such as 3D-printed chocolates
and pastries, which can be
designed with complex
patterns and structures
Additionally. the technology
the

alterative ingredients. such as

can facilitate use of
insect-based foods. which offer
a sustainable source of protein,
By incorporating crickets.
mealworms, and other insccls
into the production process, 3D
printing can help reduce the
consumption of traditional
meat products and promole
environmental benefits. This
approach not only intreduces
novel culinary experiences but
also supports sustainable and
efficient food production
practices for the future.

food

immense

As the result.
holds

potential to address the

technology

challenges faced by the food
industry, offering innovative
solutions that can transform the
way we produce. distribute,
and consume food. By
embracing advancements such
as vertical farming. precision

agriculture and alternative

protein sources. we can
significantly improve

efficiency. reduce waste and
enhance resilience in our food
systems. These technologies
have the potential to contribute
to a more sustainable and
secure food supply for future
generations, cnsuring  that

resources are used more

while m

clTiciently mizing

the environmental impact
However. it is essential to
consider the ethical
implications of these
technologics, including fair
access to food. the treatment of
workers and the potential for
unintended consequences.
Additionally,

consumer safety  throughout

prioritizing
the development and
implementation of food
technology is crucial. ensuring
that new products and methods
adhere to the highest standards
of health and safety. By

balancing innovation with

cthical considerations and

safety measures, we can
leverage food technology to
create a more sustainable and

cquitable food future.

release

issued here.The
minister highlighted
positive economic
indicators including strong
performance of the
agriculture sector,

diminishing inflationary

informed

pressures, stable exchange

Dr. Muhantmad AkramZaheer

Opposition parties in
Rus: operate within a
challenging political landscape
dominated by the ruling Umited

ration
8 s at plurali
opposition often
significant  obstacles  sug
limited media access, restrictive
legislation on political activity
.md occasional harassment of

s. Prominent opposition
figures like Alexer Navalny have
garnered nternational attention
for their anti-corruption
campaigns and calls for political
reform but they face substantial
barriers o electoral suce
Efforts to ¢nact m ﬂmnplul
political rms in R have
been met with mixed

face
ch as

with some
limited me: introduced 1o
enhance transparency and
accountability in government
However, broader syslemic
changes remain clusive the

Kremlin maintmnsa tight grip on
ntial
ater

power and
shifts towards
democratization. The future of
apposition polities
reforms in Rus
complex dynamics between sta

controls societal demands for
change and international
pres for respect of

democ

S TIOMS,

Asa pronuinent Rus:

opposition leader and  anti-
Alexei

corruption activist,
Navalny has gained mter
recognition for his ou
criticism of the Ru
government under President
Vladimir Putin. He born on June

1976 and grew up in Russia
and mitially pursued a legal
carcer, However his experiences
with corruption and inj
the country led him to become a
vocal advocate for political
reform. Navalny's aclivism
gained momentum in the late
2000s when he started blogging
about corruption

in Russian polities. His
blog which he called
"LiveJournal.” beeame widely
popular for exposing the alleged
financial misdeeds of Russian
0|I|LI(IIN and oligarchs.
sharp wit and
style resonated
ans who were

with many Ru
disillusioned with the systemic
corruption  prevalent in  their
country

In 2011, Navalny
played a crucial role in
organizing and
against alleged fraud in the
parliamentary clections. He
coined the term “party of crooks
and thieves" 1o describe the
ruling Umited Russia and
this phrase gained widespread
1 public discourse. Despite
arvests and harassment, he
continued to challenge the
government, using social media
and online platforms to
information and

cading protests

disseminate

Alexei Navalny's Journey
in Russian Politics

rally support. In 2013, he ran for
the position of Moscow mayor,
fimishing second i the election
with
surprised  many
viction
manifest
Navalny's most significant
challenge to the Russian
government came in 2020 when
he was poisoned with a nerve
agent known as Novichok. After
falling seriously ill,
airlifted to Germany for medical
treatment. Subsequent
investigations by independent
laboratories conlirmed the
presence of Novichok in hi
system, leading to wides
condemnation and acel
against the Russian government.
Navalny Putin of
orchestrating the poisoning, an
allegation that the Kremlin
vehemently denied. Upon
recovering from the poisoning,
Navalny returned to Russi
2021, despite
imminent threat of arrest. He was
promptly detained upon his
parking protests across
In February 2021,
sentenced to two

strong  showing that

observers.

was

he was

accused

amva
the country.
Navalny w
and a hall’ years in prison for
violating the
probation,
criticized as politically

terms of his
a decision widely

motivated

However, his political
ambitions were hindered by
troubles. In 2014, he was
ted of embezzlement
which he and his
contended were
motivated. The
Iurup;,.m Court of
Rights later ruled that N

conv:

Human

manifes
Navalny 2
challenge to the Russian
government came in 2020 when
he was poisoned with a nerve
agent known as Novichok Afler
falling seriously ill. he was
airlifted lo(.mnnu_\ for medical
treatment. Subsequent
mvestigations by independent
laboratories confirmed the
presence of Novichok in his
system, leading to widespread
condemnation and accusations
i an government,
Putin of
ng the poisoning, an
ion that the Kremlin
vehemently denied. Upon
recovering from the poisoning,
Navalny returned to Russia in
January 2021, despite adecision
widely criticized as politically
motivated

facing the imminent
threat of arrest. He was promptly
ned upon his arrival,
ng protests across the
In February 2021,
Navalny was sentenced to two
and a half years in prison for
violating the terms of his
pmbwlmn a decision widely
eriticized as puhlt».lH\
motivated.

Due to of the
Russtan government he faced
imprisonment and was sent to a
prison in the Russian Arctie .mu

s demise
cause of death was undisc
and the customary practice of
handing over the body for burial
to family members was not
followed. This deviation from

and strong remittances.He

that the
government
committed to entering into
a larger and extended
programme with the IMF.

was

from Russian
rPutin's desire

the norm may s
President Vladi
to prevent a thorough
examination of the body by
doetors and to instill fear in the
population.  There two
potential motivations behind this
unusual handling of Navalny's
death. Firstly. Pulin may be
avoiding scrutiny intothe s
by the Ri il .lmlmi
suspicions. The na
geopolitical turn as Rus!
achieves  succes:
with Putin hinting at potent;
further conquests in the west and
north, aled in his
nterview with Tucker Carlson.
Publicly making such threats
poses a military risk, considering
the United States is vi
Putin's primary adves
seems (o gauge a div
stance on Ukraine and a potential
weariness of the ongoing
conflict. Consequently, he may
believe that by escalating
Russia's ruthle: ss, the U.S,
could be swayed to abandon its
support for Ukraine

are

cause of death, and
secondly, he might beattempting
lo intimidate nnd terrorize the
public. While it's conceivable
that Navalny died of natural
causes, the peculiar actions
taken by the Russian authorities
raise suspicions. The narrative
takes a geopolitical tumn as
Russia achieves success in
Ukraine, with Putin hinting at
potential further conquests in the
weslt and north, asrevealed inhis
mterview with Tucker Ca
Publicly making such thr
poses amilitary risk, considering
the United States is viewed as
Putin's primary adversary. Putin
seems lo gauge a divided U.S
stanee on Ukraine and a potential
weariness of the ongoing
conflict. Consequently, he may
believe that
Russia's ruthless
could be swayed to abandon its
support for Ukraine

The current we
presents two strategic moves for
Putin: the capture of a sigmificant

krainian city and the
ngness Lo silience

dissent in contemporary Russia,
where opposition figures often
face suppression, legs
challenges, and, in Nav
case, even phy sical harm.

resort to Stalinist
tactics, blaming the US.
compelling him into
v undermining
further.  Putin's
obeonthe United
he ai

carcfully  con

course of act

chall and

Alexel v remained a

symbol ition 1o the
an I'Cgl]])ﬂ i plring lﬂill]:\'

ion the status
1d political
activism and

1o qu
and dem
His

quu
hange

ience unde the
complexitie mn
contempor; 3




Zero tolerance policy for footpath encroachers
should be ensure: Commissioner Sargodha

Sheikh Nauman
Commissioner warned

‘he
i’ the

front of
immed

n against illegal constructior
and connections, and filing of ¢

shops. He directed
toppage of illegal

situation persi the accountant  against them. He demanded  wall ch:

will also be surrendered performance report of each  against offenders. He
Commending the exemplary  building inspector, clarifyving that  instructed for sirict action agains
performance, he awarded inspectors wilh mlu.lu.uul those who broke streets .md
appreciation certificates to two  performance would also be sidewalks without permission. In

recovery officials and ordered the  swirendered. The  Commissioner
promotion of one of them. The  ordered to launch an operation
Commissioner was chairing a  against encroachments
performance review meeting of all — in full swing and instructed to s
branches of the MC in his  timeline for the removal of
conference room on Wednesday, I+ from the city. He
the meeting, the Chiel’ Officer of  enforcement of

the meeting, the Commissioner
and Administrator  directed 1o
detailed review of rent
cs from shops and
propert

take

lease

ous
nucting 1o take all possible

stret i
tolerance  me

res Lo 100%

ensure

Soon Times Correspondent Sh spended Give officials fo it ahes o MC_ prcsunlc;ﬁ details of the g?:!llc)‘ against encroachments on recovery. He said that a weekly
Sargodha: Bhalti TleL h."'m" E”‘.r perioun nee ithin a u._k 8 performance of each branch. He footpath hould be ensured. meeting would be held to
e i i incgliga i performing et caverup dheif defiaiorcies Thasa directed discontinuation of  Similarly, orders were issued for  reviewthe performance of MC
Commissioner and Administrator official duties, while waming all  who are suspended include i birmmsrdy ) =, ! ‘

ons for users failing to pay
i sewage bills, enforcing

immediate removal of oblique and
unauthorized advertis

s including to determine
and

Municipal Corporation (MC)
Sargodha, Muhammad Ajmal

Tasawur, Zaid Akram, Mirza
Tanveer, Muhammad Aamir and

building inspectors, rent inspector:
and accountant to improve their

Citizen demand grant for repair
of roads from CM Punjab

Soon Times Correspondent roads, drivers try 1o save their vehicles
Nowshera Soon Sakesar, from potholes, causing damage 1o the
Roads in various arcas of the Soon which worries the vehicle

ng boards in rding of rewards

penalties.

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedule for Today:

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad:

political and social organizations here
have drawn the attention of the higher
authorities to this aspect, but ull DOW 1o

Base. Morgah ji_Foundation. Mohra
Nagyal. Mehboob Shaheed. AOWES. Wilayat

Valley, especially Jaba to Nowshera
and Nowshera to Uchhali, have
become dilapidated, n g it
impossible for passengers to travel. A
journey of a few minutes takes hours o
complete due to this. On di aled

owners, Also, accidents have become a
daily routine. Many people have lost their
lives on the dilapidated roads of Soon
Valley and many are forced to live with
i ‘he representatives of the

one has paid attention to thi
residents of S
from the Chi

nt for the construction
of the roads of Soon Valley

= — i

Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the Federal Cabinet on 17 April, 2024.

VEC recommended 10 pulses varieties

in recent meeting at PARC

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad:

(PR&P, PARC) Variety
Committee (VEC)
held tan Agricultural
Research Council (PARC) concluded
with the unanimous recommendation
of ten high-yiclding pulses varieties
poised 1o revolutionize agriculture in
stan needs 1.56 million
tons of pulses annually. We have
become  self-sufficient in mung
production during 2021-22 which was
0.263 million tons against the total
ment of 0. 180 million tons. Now

ng of Pulses

such as chickpea, lentil and h bean.
The meeting w attended by
representatives from the Federal Seed
Certificationand Registration Depart
(FSC&RD), Ministry ol National
Security & I{u« reh (MNEFS&R). as well
: from pulses research

ion (PSD). PARC, Dr.
Hussain pres
Dr. Mu
Coordinator

National

Aller
VEC
varieties that
included 03 chickpea and 01 mung bean

varielies before the commiltee.
detailed deliberations,
recommended 10 pul

ely of NIAB F, abad. 01 lentil and
01 mung bean variety of Pulses Rescar
Program. NARC, Islamabad, 01 mung
bean variety by Pulses Research Institute,
AARI labad and a mung bean variety
of NIFA, Peshawar. This achicvement is
nluc to the consistent backup support by

Project “Promoting
roductivity Enhancement
in Pulses” to its arch components
throughout the country. The Chairman
VEC was of the view that as the pulses
gene poal has widened, therefore, all
pulses scientisls across the country are
urged to focus on strengthening the pulses
foundation seed production

Dignitaries attend Malik Shakeel
Awan s cousin's wedding

Soon Times Correspondent

Bagga Sheikhan:

On the oceasion of Malik Shakeel
Awan's (Correspondent Daily  Soon
Times) cousin's wedding, important
personalities attended. On the occasion

of the marnage ol Malik Shakeel Awan
and Malik Rasheed's cousin Malik H;
ub. Pir Ghulam Shah Sahib Chhabar
(Chakwal), Malik Sacedur Rehman
acher Morgah), Muhammad Amir

(Tea

solra Sharif, Malik
Shahbaz Al Sialkot,
Malik Sajid
(Morgah). Malik
Saad, Malik Amir
Hussain (Bagga
Sheikhan), Chaudhry
Hamza Haseeb
(Sialkot), Mahik
Kamran Kami, Malik
Mohsin Ayub (Bagga
Sheikhaan), Malik
Adlil, Chaudhry Wajid
Sheikhopur, Raja Igar
Akhtar Shir
(Charah), Mali
Adnan Ashral’ (Bagga
Sheikhan), Malik
Sajjad, Malik Fida
(Bagga Sheikhan),
Malik Arshad. Malik
Sajid (Bagga
Sheikhan), Malik Amir (Bagga Sheikhan),
Chaudhry Avub (Kotla), Chaudhry Imran
(Kotla). Sheikh Asim. Chaudhry Saddam
(Bagga Sheikhan) and Malik Shan
(Sialkot)among others participated

According to Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IES
Maintenance/ Development Work is in
procs Therefore power supply of below
mentioned feeders/areas will be temporary
suspended as per given schedule:On 18thApril
2024, From 08:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Islamabad
Circle. Sohadran Road, Ghori Garden. Khanna
East, Sharifabad, Burma, Khanna Dak,
Waheedabad Feeders, Rawalpindi City Circle,
Khanna II. Al Noor. Affandi Colony. Nust
Road. Ial.lmkond R.mdnui’.nk Masryal Road.

Complex., X-Liar Colony, Pindi Board, Pa
View. Islamabad Feed Mill, Jhata Hatial,
Basali, Pind Jatla, Lab-l & TI, Reliance
Weaving Mill. Industrial, Bhal, Jarrar Comp.
New Kliam, Old Rawat, New Rawat, CWO,
Sparco, IST Feeders. Chakwal Circle.
Basharat Feeder. Jhelum Circle. Pran Feeder,
From 08:00 am to 05:00 pm. GSO Circle.
Nimbal, Tatta Pani, Schansa. City-II,
Fatchpur, Cheruhi, Cit Nar, Khoi Ratta
feeders and surrounding areas will remain
closed. TESCO management apologi

Lalazar, Jhawara, Dhamial-I.
Gulshan Saced. Lalkarti, Cantt, UC Lakhan,
Shah Jeevan, Quaid-c-Azam Colony. Qasim

for the power out
the work is completed ahead of time. the power
supply can be restored even before the
scheduled time.

Delegation headed by Chief
ECP visits Brazil

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad:

A high-level delegation headed by
Honorable Chief Election (,nnmnw.smm.l

Director (n.mml (IT) Mr. Muhammad

r nd Director Mr. Nadeem
Zubair wisited Brazil. The delegation
visited Brazil to examine and carry out
feasibility study of electoral processes
¢ Electronie Voting Machine (EVM).

USAID Launches $10
Million Climate Financing
Initiative in Pakistan

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabac:

The United States Ageney for International

Development (USAID) Pakistan launched the

Pakistan Climate y. an up to

810 million, endeavor aimed at

bolstering su v and climate resilience

Pakistan Funded through

underscores  the
1.8, government

Mm\ s a snﬂmllnnl stride  towards
fu the objectives outlined in the U
Green Alhance” framework.

USAID (.InmILI nancing Activily

Activity will
ored 10 Pal

SUpport imovative  projects
scaling up
hrough

ta
efforts to build climate resilicnce,

n’s contey

evidence-based solutions, this activ
advance Pal
climate chal
that the P:
will bridge gaps and fullill existir
and ultimately advance Pakistan's capacity to
respond to climate change effectively.”
Echoing USAID's sentiments. coordinator (o
Prime Minister on Climate Change Run
Khurshid stated. “The Government of
Pakistan warmly welcomes thisimuiative from

the United States. aimed at bolstering our
nation’s elimate resilience, mitigation. and
adaptation efforls. While Pakistan has made

stndes n fostering an imovative ¢

ain a

will help rioa
low-carbon, clim: 1t cconomy. At the
kaunch event held m [ abad, notable
attendees included repre: ives from the
Change and

Ministry of Climate

b P

from the provincial departments of the
Government of Pakista as well as
representatives from the private
deve LIK\'HIIL decision-makers from
sector and academia.
ng the audience. USAID Deputy
Mmum I )m.clur M1m.1 o Iim.n em Jnsmd

\ tion,
2 together government, private seetor,
onmental experts and  development
to tackle the challenges posed by
The USAID Pakistan
i gns with
iative lo enhance
vulnerable and

climate
emerging markets

investment in



Paris Olympics
flame to be lit in
its Greek
birthplace

OLYMPIA(Greece)

Nearly 100 days before the 2024 Paris
Games open. the Olympic flame will
belitin ancient Olympia Tuesday fora
torch relay stretching from the
Acropolisto

For the first time since events for the
2020 Tokyo Olympics and 2022
Beijing Winter Games had to be toned
down due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
spectators will be able to attend the
torch relay events.

Some 600 dignitaries are expected at
the ceremony on Tuesday, headed by
Greek President Katerina

ternation:
ent Thomas

Sakellaropoulou and
Olympic Commitiee Pre
Bach.

The ritual will see actresses m the role
of ancient priestesses coaxing  the
()l\mp:ullnmcmt fe withthe help of
abolic polished mirror in
pia. southwestern Greeee, where
mes were born in 776 BC
i MezzZo  soprano

Ameri
DiDonato is 1o deliver the Olympic
anthem.

Joyee

Lemma powers to
Boston Marathon win,
Obiri repeats as
women's champ

BOSTON
Ethiopia's ay  Lemn
carly and held on for a dom
victory in the Boston Marathon,
gaining the redemption he sought
Jl\.rldlhl\!lulll’ll hlastyear.

Lemma seized control in the opening
miles and builta lead of more thantwo
minutes by the hall\\m mark on the
way lo viclory in2
By the time those cha:
any inroads on

compatriot Mohamed Esa -- who
surged late to grab second ahead of
Kenvan who was

V' Wire-10-wire victory
ed contrast to the late push
n Hellen Obin delivered to win
cond straight women's title
37,
race that saw 19 women clustered
m a leading group at the halfivay
it. Obiri and compatriots Sharon
Pokedi and Edma Kiplagat finally
separated themselves in the final three
miles.

IMF calls for
fiscal restraint in
year with most
elections ever

WASHINGTON

The International Monetary Fund
urged countries on Wednesday to rein
in fiscal spending and rebuild their
bui but said that could prove
difficult in the world's biggest-ever
clection year.

A record 88 countries, home to more
than half of the world's popu
have held or are holding
clections in 2024, the IMF said,
noting that governments tend to
spend more and tax less during
election yeal
"The most acute nsk to public
finances ari; from the record

i

number of elections being held in
2024,

which has

led to it being
cetion Year." the
al Monitor

1 ils
puhlmllom
The United States will
presidential election in November.

hold its

while voters in India will begin voling
later l|||4- month. Taiv Portugal,
have already held

Israel will defend itself, Netanyahu
says, as West calls for restraint

Netanyahu's office sald he thanked David Cameron and Annalena Baerbock for their support, while telling them

| Al Qadir Trust case isillegal, |
ated for revenge: PTI chlef
&

JERUSALEM/CAIRO
sracl will make its own decisions about how to defend itself. Prime
er Benjamin Netanyahu said on Wednesday. as Wi
fc iz toavolley of s
nd G7 group of
dustrialised Il ider lighter sanctions
seen as aimed at mollifying |M‘IL|.II’|£| persuading it to rein in
ion for the first ever direet Ir: f

k

sters, who both
ed push to keep confrontation
onal conflict fueled

ed David Cameron and Annalena
Baerbock for their support. while telling them: "I want to make itclear-
we will make our own decis State of Isrel will do

r id it was now apparent [srael planned to retaliate
for the Iraman missile and drone strikes. which Tehran launched on
Saturday inresponse to a prmnnmi]wnh wirstrike that killed mili

ation "would serve no one. not Isra
zens of hostages still in the hands of Hamas, not the
peopk Tran who are
nd not the third countries in

s launched on Saturd:
nd caused no de:

1o preserve the credil
ersthe matter closed but will retali:

e
niflsracl does.

I fabric

seeurity. not I

s — — — — — — —

RAWALPINDI
Pakistan Tehreek -¢- Insaf (PTI) chairman Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
id the Al Qadir Trust gal and it will be proved that the
pnlm \I"\ motivated and made for score settling

ing to media outside Ad id the hearing of Al
¢ was held but the media was not allowed in the hearing
Ilc;(ll oml Illlu\ll-cllllillnlkll‘

&

\\-Iiich“

al \.'I\\J n:
lnr
apology.”
Khan complained that I'll» I”[

cases were not being set for hearing in
the Supreme Courl.

|_;______

nternational & S ports News

British envoy says
Israel is 'making
a decision to act’
as Iran vows to
respond to any
incursion

JERUSALEM

British Foreign Secretary
Cameron said Wedne; Tsra
making a decision to act” in response to
Iran’s missile and drone attack over the
weekend, while Iran warned thateven the
“tiniest” iny

David
1

ion of ils territory would
bringa siveand harsh” response,

Israel has vowed to respond 1o Iran's
unprecedented i
when or how. leavir
for further escalation afler months of
unrest linked to the ongoing war in Giaza
Israel’s closest allies. including the
United States and the United Ki
which helped it repel the Irani
ng tolimitany further e

regin
Adding to the already high tensions, a
rocketattack by Lebanon’s Hezbollah on
¢l border town on

a northern
Wednesday wounded 13 people. four of
them seriously, according 1o the Isracli

rescue service M he
Iran-backed mil
to the killing of a number of its
mcluding
Israeli strikes on Lebanon the
Both Cameron and Germany’s Forcign
Minister Amnalena Baerbock were in
srael on separale visi

respons

fighters, a commander, in

!sr el’s closest al]n.s. have urg..d

Israel and Hamas indicate no deal is
imminent after Biden signals Gaza
cease-ﬁre could be close

COLOMEO
Sri Lanka will
International
(IMF) to as
proposals di [uesday rejected international
bondholders were within the  ponpdholders' proposal to
parameters ol its bailout  restructure more than $12 billion

prog
finance

the country's
consult with the said on

Fund

Jand nationon

in debt, putting at risk eritical
IMF support and delaying it

g these consultations.
we hope to continue discussions
with the bondholders to reach
common ground ahead of the
IMF board consideration of the
second review of Sn Lanka's
EFF (extended fund fa
te finance

programme." s

emasinghe

nd nation defaulted onits
n debt i May 2022 and

off’ negotiations  with
bilateral creditors several
months later. eventually secuning
an agreement in principle with
China, India, and the Paris Club
last November.

Web Desk
More tha

cnsisisdeepening
Organiser:

Indonesia's likely next president
Made 4-star general despite links to
alleged human rights abuses

Thilisi
Georgian lawmakers gave the first

und:nmu:
pirations
The bill. which 83 ruling Georg
Dream party MPs backed after
first reading. has been criticised as
irroring @ repressive  Russian
law on "foreign agents” used there
to silence dissent.
Opposition deputies bovcotted the
vote, and on Monday and Tuesday
night thousands took to the streets to protest the draft
law:

In chaotic se

an

midnight, Georgian riot police
chased demonstrators in the labyrinth of narrow
streets near parliament, beating them and making
arrests, an AFPjournalist saw

Several local outlets said police had attacked
their journal
Another pro
l'wlh\,r'\\\

day evening

percent of funding from abroad 1o register as an

raise the
but rather to b

Humanitarian A
saidin astatement,

Twenly countrics
pledges, with Ethioy
the United States — say
pledged an addition:

Fundin,

ap

and climate shocks
increasingly  dire
malnutritioncrisis.

The UN has

the interests of a foreign

ore :gu agents” was dropped as
ss protests outside the parliament displaced people.
. during which police used tear gas But befors Tues
gainstdemonstra

id ahead
conference they did not expect to
amount by Tuesday.
the

said that with member states
pledged more than 'B131 million

21 million people
thiopia, where a food

of

5 Just the

aurs Jovee Msuva

made

nullion T

Britain, which co-hosted Tuesday's Brita

conference, pledged over BI1T  Andrew Mjluln.l]
million, while the nUnion  situation w

Ethiopians are facing ongoing
internal conflicts amid economic
and
food and

id over B3 billion is
needed this yvear alone, including to

some four million internally

event, that

new "The

had

an

w | UN falls short of billion-
dollar pledge to tackle
Ethiopia's hunger crlsls

thiopian
gement
Commission. told reporters in

the  Geneva before the start of the

conference

The UN said an imtial billion-
im was needed for an
d response through the

endol June.

o and we hope for ¢ for the
continued increased support 5 from July
throughout the vear.” UN Assistant to September when around 11
Secretary-General Tor  million people are projected o be

critically !und insecure.
'Vs.h fra
humanitarian  situation in
Ethiopia is critical - but there is a
window to act right now lu br ;.n}\
the downward s

worrying”, but .uldul the
\||L‘.1n.:lmu.|] communily,
closely with the

an government. was "in a

“«.I\'numlllun\ nd millions ol
people in
severe food insecurity.
deputy administrator Isobel
Coleman head of the
conferen: that "the
in the

USAID

forecasts by 0.4 percentage pe crucial parliamentary funded o
GDP. compared to non-election een as a key demogratic test for 2 :
vear Iy
—
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