Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

Nation owes its
independence and
security to martyrs’
sacrifices: COAS

oon Times
Correspondent
Islamabas

Chiel of Army
Stafl’ (COAS)
General Sved
Asim Munir on
Monday

Munir conferred
military awards
upen army
personnel for their
acts of gall

during o

and meritor
serviees rendered

of senior amy officers and
families of awardees attended
the ceremony. Officers and
soldiers were awarded medals

ara-e-Imtiaz

during an i
ceremony held at
Headquartersin Rawalpindi
During the ceremony. General

People are watching
if you interfere in
executive's affairs,

Maryam tells LHC

at
received
members,

by

Sos nes Correspondent

LAHORE The provincia
Reacting to the Lahore High by flouting the LHC rul:n»v
Court’s ruling barnng the  held e-ballotn

government

Initiative progi
CM’soflice on Saturdar

ested the court not to
ere in the executive’s
over the judgment, lln. M
said: “We introduced the bike
scheme for RllldLll[\ LHC
Judge stopy
Referring to lln. honourable
judge’s remarks on the
proceedings, the chief
Her remarks came afler the  minister said that she could
LHC last week barred the not stop laughing when she
provincial government from  heard the verdict.

tributing electric and petrol- aid that if bikes were
run  motorcy ributed among the
students and sug cluldren [students).
eclectric buses should be

PTI "victimised' under
guise of May 9, says
Ayub citing Benazir's
assassination protests

the demand 1o hold a
judicial inquiry into the
rots that broke out
almost across the
country followin
former prime ministe
Imran Khan's arres

Addressing a ceremony at the
Government Polytechnic
College for Girls. the chiel
executive said: “People are
watching il you interfere in the
executive'sal =

ck-c-Insaf (PTI)
Secretary neral Chmar Avub
has_delivered an explosive
E h on the floor of the
National Assembly, rejecting
the allegations that h
was involved in the
May 9 protests and re

opposition in the lower house
of parliament — said the
country suffered immense
s following the
tion of former prime
r Benzair Bhutto in

2007
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Azad Jammu & Kashmir matters in |

Shehbaz
steps down
As PML-N
president

Pakistan Musl

Soon Times Correspondent

Prime Minister Shehbaz
approved on Monday the
on of Rs23 billion for
£ fammu and

nid violent protests in the issued by the AJK ener

¥
Violent clashes between the  consumers

PM Shehbaz approves :

Rs 23b for AJK

ignore the necessity of
ceessible electricity and
ble bread.” said Anwar.
nnounced areduction in
bread prices.

il

ashmir (AJK)  According to a not

t, household
one to 100

departm

police and acti
as the people took to the streets
nst an increase i electric
tarifT. At least one police off
died and dozens were imured on
Saturday. A complete strike has
also been obs I in the for commercial
tmritory since Friday, bringing  consumers were also decreased
routine Iifetoalalt according to the notific
]!l \u.\\ of ll\u gravi

ists rocked AJK  units, will pay Rs3 per unit.
Those using 101 to 300 units, the
new cost will be Rs5 per unit and

given at a
chaired by the
nabad

meeting
Prime Minist
AJK  Chaudhry  Anwarul
along mt]l ml

stakeholders to exercise restraint
and resolve the issues through
d|.|1u ue and mutual

parties, st
I the people of

AJK I’rlmc Mini
Anwarul H;
reduction in electricity t
after the meeting chaired by the
|m"\|nu\.um.ludml

rdari said while
delegation of PPP

in the AJK
by according

I
I)u|mt Prime Mini;
Minister §

sal
5 10 harness the region’s

meeting with the
etary-General
Amb.m..:nlur 2 I\.mg Min
Beijing, where the forcign

€ AJK govtaccepts all demands of ARG’ as protesters march towards Muzafiarabad

Pakistan wants SCO
states' collaboration to
unlock region's potential

Stra
with Chinese Mlm ter

Cooperation Foreign Alfairs Wang

SCO) member  which would cover the full
spectrum of Pakistan-China

sustained relations

g commitment

ed in

akistan’s

SCO Charter and the
’s fundamental

Nawaz (PML-N) on Mm\
pa the way for p:
time former
pml er Nawaz Sharif 1o be
lie party head

Party leader Marrivum
Aurangzeb confirmed the news
n p‘m on X that had the
premier’s resignation letter
attached

A meeting of the party's central
committee has been called now
onMay 18

Pakistani airlines’
operations in
Europe get one
step closer to
resumption

Soon Times Correspondent

have come one step closer to
restoration in Europe with the
Europ: Union Aviation
[ Ageney's (EASA)
decision to lift the ban. The
News reported on Monday.
Both the Europe
Commission and the E
have forwarded the deeision to
the European Air Safety
of Committee for approval,
Y1 | sourcestold the publication
The development comes a day
after a high-level delegation of
the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) headed by the CAADG
left for Europe to bnef the
authorities on the m

1o

the

European countries,

People disseminating
‘classified documents' to be
charged under Official Secrets
Act: Khawaja Asif

addition to harming Pakistan's strategic
and economic interests.”

wiotein his post

the ministe;

all those individuals who a
mdirectly involved in the di;
dissem)
document

He added that the federal government. in

tion of seeret information or

Soon Times Comrespondent
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif Monday

said the government h:w |.1L;n "strict
notice of the
of sensitive and classitied information”

"The punishment for this crime is two
vears imprisonment and [a] fine,” he

ce minister's ement comes

in the wake of

2 ACTOSS
ing to X, formerly Twitter. the federal
minister wrote that notice has been

ys after Prime Minister
approved a draft to amend
of Electronic Crimes Act (Pl

ficd l!lh.llll\l.nl\

islation

A I Bill 2024, the

hehbaz Sharif
¢ Preves
“A) 2016 as
part of the federal government's decision
to regulate social media through

week, Geo News leamt from sources
as per the pmpuiul l‘ICC!\

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

After expelling the
firebrand  lawmaker from
the party's top decision-

|I he

s in the limelight
due to his blunt and controversial
jon | remarks. landed in hot water after he
claimed that Saudi Arabi was also

Khan-led govemment in 2022
“Thetop leadership of the former ruling
ds Ir

also served a show-cause notice on the

of a Digital Rights
has alsobeen suggested

Protection Authority

beleaguered senior leader of the PTI
He was given three days o respond o

edly involved in ihe oppling of

No issue if Marwat
follows party's line, says
Imran after issuance of

show-cause notice

the notice and explain his position as to
why disciplinary action should not be
takenagainsthim

This is not the first time that Marwat
was served notice by his party. In
February, PTI had issued a show-caus:
notice to Marwat over hisrema
the party’s Acting Chairman Barrister
Gohar Al Kl During a TV show,
Marwat had claimed that Gohar was
“removed as the p: nover his
unsatisfactory performance

SC deems 1nvest1gat10n into attacks
on journalists 'unsatisfactory'

inv

tigation
kidnapping case of journa
Absar Alam,
"unsatisfactory”
the appointment
mvestigativeofficers to handle the cases.

During the heanng of the case against

and Matiullah I
on Monday, and ordered
of competent

harassment of journalists. a three-
member bench led by Chiel’ J
Pakistan (CIP) i Facz Isa expressed
anger over the lack of progr
dsAsad Toor,  investigation concerning journalist
1 Matiullah abduction' case

The apex court ordered publishing the
sketches of the joumalist's attackers in
newspapers and advertising a reward
amount for the suspects’ arrest. The SC

in the

granted Islamabad police 30 davs

The case was adjourned till June, with
the date of hearing to be fixed later.

The court also ordered to send the
complete CCTV footage of the
Kidnappers in the Matiullah Jan case to
Punjabforensic lab,

The court began the hearing by calling
the senior supenintendent of police (SSP)
to the rostrum

Apex court gives 30-day deadline to federal police, orders appointing ‘competent’ officers

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

The Supreme Court (SC) deemed the
i the torture and

The SSP replied n the affirmative
regarding the availability of written
evidence.

The CIP mquired how long had the
been in the police force. 13 ves
police officer responded
Irked by the SSP's responses, CIP Isa
then mstructed the additional attomey
general (AAG) to "suspend him
immediately”
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he Ambassador of
the Republic of
Turkiye, Mr.
Mehmet Pacaci, paid a
courtesy call on the Federal
Minister for Economic
Affairs, Mr. Ahad Khan
Cheema. The meeting was
centered on reinforcing the
longstanding brotherly
relations between Turkiye
and Pakistan, with a focus
on elevating economic
cooperation to new heights.
The Minister for Economic
Affairs warmly welcomed
the Ambassador and
highlighted the deep-
rooted ties between
Turkiye and Pakistan,

signing of the Trade in
G 0 [} d s
Agreement/Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA) on
12 August 2022 was hailed
as a significant step
forward.The Minister
apprised the establishment
of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
in Pakistan, aimed at
attracting investments from
friendly countries, and
highlighted the potential
for Turkish investment in
Pakistan especially in
Agricultural Machinery &
Equipment and Large Scale
Corporate Farming. He
further highlighted the

which
shared faith, history, and
cultural affinity. Minister
‘Cheema commended the

are founded on

untapped potential
bilateral
investment and stressed the
importance of enhancing

in
trade and

collaboration through
Government-to-
Government (G2G) and
Business-to-Business
(B2B) arrangements. The
Ambassador thanked the
and
the
brotherly relations between
both nations. He reiterated
the significance and
conveyed Turkiye’s
eagerness to explore
avenues for expanding
bilateral trade through the
Strategic
Cooperation Council
(HLSCC) and the Strategic
Economic Framework
(SEF) and fostering
cooperation in energy.
commerce,
railways, and tourism.
Notably, plans for the next

Minister
acknowledged

High-Level

banking,

Pak-Turkiye Economic Partnership

session of the HLSCC,
expected to convene soon,
were discussed, with a
focus on increasing the
volume of trade to US$ 5
billion. Additionally, plans
for the establishment of a
branch of a Turkish bank in
Pakistan were also
discussed inorder to further
solidifying economic ties
between the two nations.In
his concluding remarks,
Minister Cheema reiterated
the Government of
Pakistan’s commitment to
continue working closely
to realize the full potential
of the bilateral relationship
and enhance cooperation

across various sectors for
the mutual benefit of both

countries.

Urgent Appeal to President of Pakistan for Peoples
Bus Service Expansion: Enhancing Connectivity
and Mobility in Shaheed Benazirabad District

[ Mushtague Almed Rahu. I

I am writing to vou with the
utmost respeet and  humility,
hoping to bring to yourattention
a matter of great importance to
the residents of Shaheed
Benazirabad District.
particularly the towns of Moro,
Shahced Benazirabad. Daur.
andSakrand. We believe that
your esteemed leadership can
make a significant difference in
addressing one of its pressing
needs.
It is with sincere admiration for
vour dedication to public
service that we express the
fervent desire of the people of
Shaheed Benazirabad for the
provision of a Peoples Bus
service connecting Moro to
Shahced Benazirabad and Daur.
Sakrand. Such a service would
not only enhance transportation
infrastructure butalso serveasa
lifeline for thousands of daily
commuters., including
employees, students, and
patients. who rely on efficient
and affordable means of travel.
Excellency, as the
of a distinguished
¢ voursclf, Shahced
Benazirabad deserves special

attention and investment in
transformative projects that
uplift its communities.
Introducing a Pcoples Bus
service along the Moro-Nawab
Shah-Daur Sakrand route
would be a remarkable step
towards fulfilling this
aspiration. It would not only
facilitate scamless connectivity
between these towns but also
stimulate economic growth,
educational opportunities, and
access to healtheare for the
residents.

The implementation of a
Peoples Bus system holds
immense potential to alleviate
the transportation woes faced
by the people of Shaheed
Benazirabad. Daily commuters,
especially  those reliant on
public transportation, often
encounter challenges such as
overcrowded Vans, irregular
schedules. and lengthy travel
times. By introducing a modem
and cfficient Peoples Bus
service, these hardships can be
mitigated. ensuring a more
comfortable. reliable. and time-
saving joumney forall.
Morcover. investing in public
transportation infrastructure
aligns with broader goals of
sustainable development and
rural planning. By promoting
mass transit options likc the
Pecoples Bus Scrvice. we can
reduce traffic congestion, and
enhance the overall quality of
life in our citics and towns. This
holistic approach to
transportation management not

only benefits the present
generation but also lays the
foundation for a more
prosperous and
environmentally responsible
future.

Your Excellency. Iam confident
that your visionary lcadership
and commitment to the welfare
of the people will guide vou in
making the right decision
regarding the provision of a
Peoples Bus service for
Shaheed Benazirabad District.
By extending this essential
public utility to our
communitics, you will not only
leave a lasting legacy of
progress and prosperity but also
fulfill the aspirations of
countless individuals who
vearn for improved
transportation facilitics.

We respectfully urge you to
consider the implementation of
a Pcoples Bus scrvice
connecting Moro to Nawab
Shah and Daur Sakrand as a
priority initiative for the
betterment of Shaheed
Benazirabad District. Your
support in this endeavor would
be deeply appreciated by the
residents. whose lives stand to
be positively impacted by this
transformative project.

Thank vou for your attention to
this matter. and may your
leadership continue to inspire
hope and progress for all
Pakistanis. With warm regards,
Citizens of District Shahced
Benazirabad.

l Ahsan Ali Rind —I

Science has
revolutionized human life in
countless ways. transforming it
from a primitive state to a
modern. technologically
advanced society. The effects
of science on human life are
multifaceted and far-reaching.
impacling various aspects of
our daily lives.Scientific
discoveries and advancements
have led to the development of
new medicines. vaceines, and
treatments. significantly
increasing human lifespan and
quality of life. Medical
research has enabled us to
understand and combat
diseases. reducing mortality
rates and improving overall
health.Seience has driven the
creation of innovative
technologies. revolutionizing
communication.
transportation, and
entertainment. The intemet.
mobile devices. and social
media have connected people
worldwide. making
communication faster and
more accessible Scientific
discoveries in agriculture have
led to increased crop yields,
improved farming practices.
and enhanced food security.
reducing hunger and

The profound impact of
science in human life.

malnutrition worldwide.
Irrigation systems. [ertilizers,
and pest control methods have
enabled us to cultivate land
more efliciently Science has
helped us comprehend the
natural world. enabling us to
address environmental issues
like climate change,
conservation, and
sustainability. We now
understand the importance of
preserving ecosystems and
biodiversity.Scientific
breakthroughs have enabled
the efTicient hamessing of
energy resources, mitigating
the impact of human activity on
the environment. Renewable
energy sources like solar and
wind power have reduced our
reliance on fossil [uels.Science
has lacilitated the development
of transporiation modes.
enabling fast and efficient
travel, and expanding our
understanding of the universe
through space exploration. We
have explored the moon. Mars,
and beyond. broadening our
knowledge of the
cosmos.Scientific
advancements have enabled
rapid global communication,
access lo vast information. and
the internet. transforming the
way we connect and leam. We
can now access knowledge and

connect with others worldwide
in real-time.Science-driven
innovations have [ueled
economic growth, created new
industries, and improved
productivity. raising the
standard of living for millions.
Technological advancements
have enabled us to produce
goods more efficiently and
effectively.Scientiflic
discoveries have led to the
development of safety
measures. such as airbags.
seatbelts. and medical
treatments, reducing the risk of’
injury and death. We have also
developed emergency response
svstems and disaster
management stralegies.Science
has enabled us to enjov a better
quality of life. with
advancements in fields like
entertainment, recreation, and
consumer products. We have
access 1o a wide range of
products and services that
improve our daily lives.In
conclusion, science has had a
profound impact on human life,
transforming it in countless
ways. From improved
healthcare and technological
advancements lo environmental
understanding and economic
growth, science has enabled us
1o live longer. healthier. and
more comfortable lives.

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Pakistan is facing many
problems of rising inflation, food
shortages, the threat of sovereign
debt, and escalating violence, its
political system entered 2023 with
high stakes among the political
causing government
paralysis and confidence. The
institutions are

elite,

democratic

populist campaign that now
looks likely to see him retumed to
office in the next national election.
The current political deadlock is
particularly over setting the date for
those elections, constitutionally
mandated for October 12,2023,

Building on the momentum
of his move, Imram Khan and his
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) supporters
are trying to hold early elections,
while a coalition led by the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz) party
arrives as late as possible. To stay in
power, the government relied on its
patronage networks and resorted to
politicizing key state institutions

heavily in Pakistan.

powers. Many Gulf States,
which for years have relied on
Pakistan's military to provide
security for the government and
value Islamabad's regional
diplomatic role, need the security of
a politically predictable and stable
Pakistan. The same is true of the
international financial community
which, along with the Saudis,
Chinese and others, has invested

The year 2023 probably has
many open questions. Among them,
can Pakistan’s warm political system
succeed in curbing election
violence? Will the army keep its

such as the judiciary, the

promise not to interfere in the

drastically going to be declined.
Harsh politics are not new in a
polarized Pakistan, but their

accountability office, and the
country's electoral commission. In
mobilizing his supporters, Khan

electoral process? Could the
resounding triumph of Khan's

conspiratorial populism reshape
politics in a way that sets Pakistan ona
more authoritarian path? How could a
collapsing economy affect the
political process, possibly postponing
elections? The minor question is that
Pakistan has a long way to go to
establish a stable and functional
political system, let alone build a
democratic political culture.

Now all eyes are on how
military-civilian relations that
arebeing shape up under AsimMunir,
Under Bajwa,
conselidated its control over all sorts
of behind-the-scenes politics. Bajwa
presided over a close "same page"

- II Pakistan has long way to establish stable political system

ally of the military and head of the
civilian government. Bajwa resigned
saying that the army would no longer
be involved in political affairs. Very
few people in Pakistan believe him.
With politics dominating the agenda
this year and elections approaching,
army chief AsimMunirhas a chance to
show the country whether he will
follow in his predecessor's footsteps
or chart a new course for Pakistan's
civil-military relations. The political
parties must also agree that in future
the opposition parties will fulfill their
duties but will not
overthrow any existing govermnment
before the end of their term, All
political parties must also express
their commitment to

the military

attempt to

maintain

relationship with Khan. When this
conflict occurred, the Muslim League
(N) was eager to replace Khan as an

continuity in the economic policies of
each governmenl
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PTI founder may face
fourth Toshakhana case,
says Barrister Gohar

Soon Times Correspondent
RAWALPINDI

PTI Chairman Bamster Gohar Ali Khan
says efforts are afoot to file a fourth case
against the party founder related to
Toshakhana

He alleged that the National
Accountability Burcau (NAB) was being
used against the PTI founder.

Speaking to media outside the A il
in pindi, Barrister Gohar quoted
the PT1 founder as having said apology
should be sought from h and not the
other way round). He {founder)

condemned the May 9 violence and
underlined the need for a judicial
commission o m ate the matier.

The PTI founder insisted he would
pursue  dhalog not deal. for the
betterment of Pakistan. He stressed that

personal interests would not dnve
discussions. However, he lamented a |

ased by the former
prime minist ling tax mlh.xlmn
and the IMF

said

pOWer

nnels

Gohar urged the judiciary 1o expedite the
hearing on the Iddat case and decide it
without further delay. Also, he mentioned
plans to move court on a statement made
by former i

Anwarul Hag Kal

regarding Form 47

Sindh considers to form Dolphin
Force to combat street crimes

Soon Times Correspondent

Karachi:

Home Minister Sindh, Ziaul Hassan
Lanjar, paid a special visit to the Karachi
Police Office. Additional IGP Karachi and
other senior police officers welcomed him
at the KPO. A guard of honor was
presented to him by the police contingent
The Home Minister Sindh, chaired a high-
level meeting on the law and order

situation in the city and issued further
necessary instructions after a detaled
briefing on various aspects. Additional IG
Karachi, Imran Yaqub Minhas, presenteda
briefing on the measures being taken to
curb street crimes, including theft,
robbery, and drug trafficking, and
ed the formation of a Dolphin
similar to the Punjab Police. to
combat street crimes. He also

recommended the provision of 1800
motoreyeles for this purpose. The
Additional 1G Karachi informed the
meeting that the police are constantly
working to profect Chinese citizens,
experts and other foreigners. He said that
the incidents of motorevele theft and
mobile phone snatching have decrease
significantly due to effective poli
constant action ag;
Additional IGP Karachi briefed the
meeting on the measures being taken 1o
curb street erimes, ineluding the formation
of a Dolphin Force, The Home Minister
wh, directed that the police take
cffectivi d coordinated action a; <t

Is and their groups, and
st of those invalved in such
he Minister of Home
ain visit the city

street crimi
ensure the
activitie

said that he
month and review the progress on the
instructions given. He said that he will
personally visit different areas of the city
and review the traffic sitwation. The
meeting was attended by all the DIGs of
SPs and other senior

Karachi Polic

police officers.

After SC order, ECP suspends
lawmakers elected on reserved
seats denied to SIC

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

After the Supreme Court order on
Sunni Ittehad Council's (SIC)
petition regarding reserved seats,
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECPy Monday suspended
77 lawmakers elected on scals
denied to the party.

The issue of reserved seats had been
a point of contention between the
SIC. which primarily comprises
Pakistan Tchreck-c-Insaf-backed
independent candidates, and the
ruling parties notably Pakistan Musli
League-Nawaz (PML-N). the Pak
Peoples Party (PPP). Muttahida Qau
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P). and
others,

Dozens of members of the PPP. PML-
N. MOQM-P, JUI-F and others had taken
oath on reserved seals in different
ies across the country
the PHC's verdict.

The ruling PML-N is the biggest loser
as 44 of its members have been
suspended while 15 lawmakers from
PPP. 13 from Jamiat Ulama-e-Islam
Fazl (JUI-F) and one each from MQM-
P. Istehkam-c-Pakistan Party. and

mnmms

Following the top court’s order. the ECP
today withdrew the notification of 22
returned candidates who were allotied
seats in the National Assembly. Out of the
22, 11 of them are female lawmakers
givenscats in the NA from Punjab. 8 from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 3 minority seats
inthe lower house.

On the other hand, in KP Asscmbly 21
laswmakers on reserved seats for women
and 4 for minorities have beende-notified.
In the Punjab Assembly. 24 women
lawmakers and 3 non-Muslim legislators
have been de-notified. While in the Sindh

Assembly. the commission de-
notified 2 female MPs and a minority
member,

All the lawmakers that hane been de-
notificd belong to the PML-N, PPP,
MQM-P. JUI-E. Awami National
Party. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-
Parlimentarians (PTI-P), Pakistan
Muslim-League-0Q1 (PML-Q)
and Istehkam-c-Pakistan Panty (IPP).
Supreme Court order

Last week, the apex court suspended
the Peshawar High Court's (PHC)
verdict on reserved seats while
accepling the SIC’s plea against the
highcoun's ru
The Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) had rejected the pany's plea
depriving it of reserved seats.

"[We are accepting the [SIC's] pleas
[against the PHC verdict]. Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah stated. and asked
under what law [reserved] seats were
allocated to other partics,

A three-member bench headed by
Justice Shah and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice
Athar Minallah heard the SIC's plea
filed throngh Advocate Faisal Siddiqui
last month.

, Mr. Emin Cohodarevi

, called on P Asif Ali Zardari,

The Ambassador of Bosnia & Hi

at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad on May 13, 2024.

Establlshment should
positively respond to olive
branch: Parvez Elahi

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Senior Pakistan Tehreck-¢-
Insaf leader Parvez Elahi
says the powers that be
should positively respond
to the dialogue overture (a
ml'cmncc 1o PTI's cfforts 1o

corruptio
averred that negoliation
was the only way out of the
impasse. The PTI founder.
he said. had agreed to sit on
the negotiation table for the sake of country.
He said talks with only those in position of
authority could be successful and they
should positively respond to Anf Alvi’s
ive branch.

i Rcl‘us-!l 1o sit for talks at

The former chiel minister said the PML-N
was sabotaging talks between the PTI and
the Establishment as it knew that the stolen
mandate had to be returned in case of
successiul negotiation.

The PML-N was sceing its annihilation in
successful PTI-Establishment talks, he
emphasised.

ANF continue operations
against drug trafficking

Soon Times Correspondent

Rawalpindi:

ANF continue operations against drug
trafficking. ANF recovered more than 287
kg of drugs in 10 operations and arresied 16
suspects. The ANF recovered 8400 narcotic
pills from a parcel destined for the UK ata
courier office in Rawalpindi. 108 kg
hashish. 3.6 kg opium and 2 kg icc were
recovered from the accused near
Expressway Islamabad. 72 kg hashish was
recovered from the accused near Ring Road
Peshawar. 48 kg hashish was recovered
from near M1 Islamabad. 24 kg of opium
was recovered from 3 suspects near Kala
Shah Kaku Toll Plaza Sheikhupora. 12 kg
hashish was recovered from 2 accused in
Sohrab Goth Karachi. ANF recovered 8 kg
hashish from 2 accused in Tandujam
Hyvderabad. 5.8 kg hashish was recovered
from 5 accused in G-9 Islamabad. 2 kg of
opium was recovered from the accused near
Burhan Interchange Autock. 105 grams of
ice was recovered from the accused near the
university in Islamabad, According to the

spokesperson of ANF, investigations have
been started by registering cases under the
Anti-Narcotics Act against all the arrested
accused.

£190mn scandal:
Accountability court

adjourns hearing
until May 15

SoeonTimes Correspondent
RAWALPINDI

An accountability court on
Monday adjourned the hearing
of the £190 million scandal case
against the PTI founder and his
wife. Bushra L until May 15,
Judge Nasir Javed Rana heard
the case at Adiala Jail. PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi.
alongside NAB Prosccutor
General Sardar MuzafTar Abbasi
and his teamwere present,
Lawyers representing the PTI founder and
Bushra Bibi. mclndmb Zaheer Abbas
Chaudhry. Intizar Panjutha. and Shoaib
Shaheen, were also inattendance.

Requests for medical examinations of the
PTI founder and Bushra Bibi. as well as a
meeting with Saceda Warsi, were filed by

oo

respondent lawvers. This was approved by
the court

During the hearing. statements from three
NAB witnesses were recorded. and the
c of two was pleted
So far, statements of 30 witnesses were
recorded while cross-examinationof 19 was
done.

Wheat production
in Sindh was more than
42 lakh metric tons,
Jam Khan Shoro

Soon Times Correspondent

Karachi

Food Minister Sindh Jam Khan Shoro has
said that the process of purchasing wheat
from farmers in Si is going on. the
production of wheat in this scason has
been more than 42 lakh metric tons.
Talking to the media. JamKhan Shoro said
that this time the wheat harvest has been
better than the previous ycars. The
provincial minister said that the food
department will purchase 9 lakh metric
tons of wheat this year. He said that Sindh
The official price of wheat in India is four
thousand rupees per forty kg. Jam Khan
Shoro said that there are already 5 lakh
metric tons of wheat in the warchouses of
the food department. He further said that
the food department has so far 6 lakh 43 A

thousand metric tons of wheat has been
purchased.
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Israel offensive on

Rafah would not

eliminate Hamas,
says Blinken

WASHINGTON.
An all-out Israch offensive on the
ty of Rafah would provoke
anarchy” without
Hamas, US Secretary of
Blinken said Sund:
stepped up a pressure e.mlp-uyl
nst such an It

v, US National Sccuri
Sullivan emphasized
concerns about an
Israch

"Mr. Sullivan re President
Biden's longstanding concems over
the potential for a major mi :
ground operation into Rafah, where
over one million people have taken
shelter.” a White House readout of the Five houses were damage
phoneall

Web Desk

The Russian defence ministey said on Monday its air defence
systems destroved 16 missiles and 31 drones that Ukraine
launched at Russian territory overnight, including 12
missiles over the batiered border region of Belgorod.

Five houses were damaged in Belgorod, but according to
preliminary information. there were no injurics, Governor
Wyacheslav Gladkov wrote on the Telegram messaging app.

. 15 people were killed in Belgorod when a section of an
apartment block collapsed after being struck by fragments of
aSoviet-era missile. launched by Ukraine and shot down by
Russian forces, Russia said.

The Russian defence ministry said on Monday the 12 guided
missiles were launched from a Ukrainian Vilkha multiple
rocket launcher.

The ministry also said four Storm Shadow aircraft guided
missiles and seven drones were downed over Crimea, eight
droncs \\cm destroyed over the Kursk region and four were
l over the Lipetsk region.
Adrone sparked a short-lived fn. atan cl

India elections:

Fourth phase of

polling begins as
religious fault lines

deepen

HYDERABADYBHUBANESWAR:

Millions of Indians are taking part in
the fourth phase of the country's
clections which I on
Monday as religious and economic

Belgorod but there were no

Russia says it downs 16 Ukraine-
launched missiles, 31 drones

overnor Gladkov said
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| Dark side of First Lady
: Jill Biden revealed

First Lady of the US
Jill Bidel
I another s
personal

revealed
e of her
while
d President
Joe Biden as the
I commander-in-chiel
was under uprmhri\lm
from Vice President
Kamala Harris
The frustration burst
out during a group call
inwhich Jill Biden reportedly told the participants that Kamala Harris
could"go f-ck herself
The comments were released days after the 81-year-old Biden recalled
the early days inthe Oval Office and highlighted about himselfof being
I anegotiator.
Al that ime when Hams was not VP in 2019, sh
i

ticised her

s deepen due 1o nereased

in the Kursk region. Igor Artamonoy, the governor of the
region in Russia's south, wrote on Telegram.

“There are no casualtics. The fire in the territory of the
electrical substation is being extinguished.” Artamonov

said,
R 1d

e Minister Narendra Modi
Hindu nationalist Bharativa
a Party (BIP) seeking a rare third
straight term, the voting in the wo[kls
most populous nation ¢
April 19 whereas the ballots
becounted onJune 4,

The BIP is going up analliance of more
than two dozen opposition parties,
including its main nval Congress.

not ind dently verify the reports.

There was no immediate comment from Ukraine. Kyiv says
that targeting  Russia’s military, transport and encrgy
infrastructure undermines Moscow's war effort and is an
answer to the countless deadly attacks by Russia.
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Pak vs Ire: "We need same mindset in World
Cup,' Shahid Afridi says after win

Sports Desk
Former Pakistan skippe
rounder Shahid Afridi app
Green Sh for their much needed
win against Ireland in the ongoing
T201 series
The Men in Green on Sunday inflicted
seven-wicket defeat on
in the second T20I at the
Clontarf Cricket Club in Dublin
Afridi, while lauding wicketkeeper-
batter Muhammad Rizwan and batter
. said that the team
needs the same mindset in the World
Cup and simi
batsmen.
“We needed this win. Well done team,

strike rates for most

for apposing "federally mandated interr:
desegregate schools”
Atthat time, the first lady responded: "With what he cares about, what I
he ts for, what he’s committed 10, you gel up there and call him a
:l \ull\uul basis? Go [~k yourse
» books will be written on the 2020 cam,
I B R
Politico Playbook in a statement,
| Cal dy and her team do not planto comment onamy of them
The 72. Id Jill also declined to speak on the reported incid
while Visiting Children's National Hospilal in Washington, te
reporters: "That was two vears ago. We've moved on from that, We are I
hereto do vaceination

busing to

with countless
curate,” LaRosa told

e e e s e e s e e e e e e s s ]
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lespecially] te way Riz)
khar played.”
er

He also congrs
Shaheen Shah Al
300 wickets m intem:; al matches.
The Men in Green cl d down the
target in the 17th over on the back of
performances by Rizwan, d
Azam Khan. With the fresh \Mun
Pakistan levelled the three mateh
eries 1-1

nand Fakhar paired upto forma
Their 140-nm
partniership is Pakistan's highest for
the 3rd wicket in T20Is, breaking the
record of 105 between Rizwan

wrote the f

i for .u.lm.\mg_

Katy Perry
stuns fans with
'magical' Disney
princess

Katy Perry has honored the stage of American
Idol with her several stunning outfits but this
time she has slayed it.

months,

Kansas City star Patrick Mahomes took to
social media to make sure that his wife, Bri
Mahomes. eltthe love on Mother's |
In anadorable post on Instagram on \und.l\ the 2
year-old quarterback an adorable |vhnln o
celebrate | the world marked the
Inten i

The photo he shared showed Brittany posing for a
puum with their two children: ihllLl\lu Sterling
Sk and son Patrick "Bronze” Lavon 11, 16

¢
Patrick’
Ir:

maplmdl\\]):sm pr B i
She captioned the video with the lyries of the
odmother in the Disney movic that

Patrick Mahomes celebrates wife
on Mother's Day w1th cute post

The o wore a simple wardrobe that consisted of
white tops and denim.
c captioned the post: "Happy Mothers
friend and Kansas City
is Kelee
comment seclion. writing:

photoshoot ineludin,
posing with their kid

Sports Desk

completes 300
wickets

Dublin's Cl
saw the Men

Fakhar Z:
fiery knocks.

an

respective cancers.
Most successful captain

For the star batter. Su
tight ¢nd

Lany m the

50 wished wished ]

— the most by

Babar becomes most successful
captain in T20Is, while Shaheen
international

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam and
star pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
achieved notable carcer milestones
after the Green Shins defeated
Ircland in the sccond T20I on
Sunday. The match being played at
- Cricket Club,
n Green sccuring a
wicket win against the hosts
by successfully chasing down the
194-run target in the 17th over
courtesy of Mohammad Rizwan,
nd Azam Khan's

With the national side levelling the
three-match series 1-1. the match
held key significance for Babar
and Shaheen with regards to their

lay's win
made him the most successful T201
caplain in history as the 29-year-
old won his 45th match as skipper
in the shoriest form;n urlhc game

Cold lava
claims over
40 lives in
Indonesia's
Sumatra island

Al
fash foods and "cold lav
from a voleano in the
Indonesian island of Sumatr
reported.

Over the weekend.
torrents of ash and rocks down Mount
pi. which is Sumatra’s most active
volcano, inundating twodistricts,

The torrents swept people to their deaths
and dam: 100 homes,
mosques and public facilities

By Sunday aftemoon. rescuers had
found 19 bodies in the worst-hit village
of Canduang in Agam district and
recovered nine other bodies in ]
ing to the National
ueAgenc
Meamwhile, 17 peopleare stillm
Survivors fled as the "cold lav.
is a mixture of volcanic material and
pebbles that flow down a voleano's
slopes in the rain, Nowed towards their

western
. the BBC

heavy ram swept

as pitch black, so | used my
cellphone 1 torch. The road was
muddy. so | chanted "God. have merey’

overand over again,” Rina Devina, a 43-
vear-old housewife from the Aga
district told AFP

She revealed that a neighbour’s house

What does ‘cold lava' mean?

The phrase cold lava is a
the term "lahar” in Indonesian and
Tagalog

Temperatures range between 0°C and
100°C, according to how they are
formed. but are typically below 50°C,
according to several academic reports
on the phenomenon.

A moving lahar resembles a "roiling
slunty of wet conerete” that can grow in
volume as it incorporates other debris in
its path, saidthe US Geologieal Survey.

| |
Babar Azam, Shaheen
Afridi achieve career
milestones after
Ireland win

matches he's plaved as a skipper.
Heis followed by Uganda's Brian
Masaba in second position with
44 winsin 56 maiches.
Meanwhile, Afghanistan's
Asghar Afghan and England's
Eoin Morgan are the third and
fourth most successful T201
caplains with 42 wins ecach.
Afghan, however, led his side in
52 maitches. while Morgan was
England's captain for 72 games,

300 int'l wickels

Separately, the win also saw
Shahcen bagging 300
intern nal wickets after

dismissing three players during
Friday'smaich.

The left-arm pacer achieved the
feat in 145 matches. He has 113
and 104 wickets to his name in
Test and ODI's. respectively.
he has

Whereas in the T201s,
dismissed 84 players.
Pakistan Cricket Board

Chairman Mohsin Naqvi. who
met the team on Sunday after
their loss in the first T201,
congratulated and presented
Babar and Shahcen with team
Jjersevs for theirachievements.

Babar achieved Ilw fc'u in 78
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