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All state enterprises except strategic
entities to be privatised: PM Shahbaz

W ensure transparency. the
|<:m) |m.|mu ondered 1o televis

will prvatise all sta ri

owned enterprise

1 noted that loss-making
SO were to be privatised on a
priority ba

Soon Times Correspondent

KARACHI

Jamaat-c-Islami chiel Hafiz Nacemur Rehman
stated on Tuesday that everyone who has violated
the constitution, be it a political party or an
institution, should ask for forgiveness.

During a press conference here, Nacem said that if
every department or individual kept viokating the
constitution, how the country would run.

Asked about the rij n 2024 general elections,
the JI chief said that Amwaarul Haq Kakar should
be asked about the election candidates who won on
thebasis of Form47.

The JI chief declared that his party would hold a
Gaza million march on May 19 in Peshawar where
the party’s future course of action would be
announced.

Ahou( the wheat import scandal, Nacem said that a
judicial commission should be formed 1o probe
is scam

[HC reserves verdict
on plea against
Shireen Mazari's
alleged arrest

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAID

The Islamabad High Court has reserved its verdict ona
petition t the alleged arrestkidnapping of
former federal minaster Dr Shireen Mazan

Mohsin Akhtar Kayam presided over
ring.

sal Chaudhry appeared before the court
on behalf of the petiioner, advoca an Mazari,
while Additional Attomey General Manoor Igbal
Dogal represented the federation

At the outset of the proceedings, the court questioned
the Anti-Corruption E: \I.Jbln.]mmnl (ACE) authoritics
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On Sunday. Finanee Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
dismissed the concept of
“strategie’ SOUs adve ¢

broad privatisation strate
reiterating  the gove
commitent ot

b

pre-budget conference
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by the end of the month and that — announcement that the PML-N
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government would narrow its
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essential SOEs

Govt denies impression of
interference in judicial affairs

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Federal Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tamr says
the content of Justice Babar ﬁ.ul.n's letter

wrongly gives the II!\[)I‘C\SIOII
interfere inthe judi
Federal Minister

allairs of the judi

Council was sub judice.

ar. along with Federal
Information Minister Atta Tarar, said Altomey
General for Pakistan Mansoor Awan also made
it clear that there was no interference in the
sary. They said the matter of
the six judges” letter to the Supreme Judicial

They said today there
was a lot of discussion
regarding TV,
newspapers. media and
social media regulator.
A draft came 1o the
cabinet for approval
md some  guidelines
en which are
g to the
titution of

con

Azam Nazeer Tars

further said Pakistan
¢ the cconomic crisis
Atta Tarar said if someone had dual citizenship,
he had to declare it. "This one issuc should not be
raised as a national security issue through letters.
The coun was only asked lor an in-camera
bricfing." he said.

General for P.ll.lsl.m

\-IL‘.iII\\iIll.’.‘ Allurnm

giventhat the relationship between the
i iy and the exccutive was not good. The
AGPdenicdit
He said the letterby the judge was misconstrued.

Justice Babar Sattar
highlights 'interference'
in audio leak case

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Islamabad High Court’s (IHC)
Justice Babar Sattar has pointed
out alleged interference by
Establishment in judicial
affairs.

Justice Sattar has penned a
letter to THC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq, informing him
that he was asked to back offf
from the audio leak case.

The case is related to the
petitions filed by the PTI
qund.nr s wife Bushra Bibi and
son of former
akistan (CJP)
year against

Inthe Iqu.r the THC justic
gave reference 1o the cas
stated: ... the Court has put on
notice the he c\l'mlelhgcncc

mecluding IS, [B mldl IA
from relevant Ministries of the
Federal Government and

[

statutory regulations such as
PTAand PEMRA™.

“The question before the court s
whether there exists a legal
regime permitting surveillance
of citizens.” he wrote

Justice Sattar added that at some
point during the h of the

case, ' was delivered messages
Is in the

on behalf of top officials
securily establishment a;
me to back off from extensive
serutiny of the existence and
mode of surveillance.
The high court judge further said
he pmid no heed to such
mtmidatory tactics and did not
findthat such messages created a
risk of substantial detriment to
the administration of justice.

Maryam wants all RO plants in Punjab functional,

new ones in areas with brackish water
C CM calls for a comprehensive plan for supply of clean lll'llllllllﬂ water in every Punjah area

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Punjab (‘Ind‘ Minister \’Im\,ml
i C|

mmlslu called lor a
comprehensive plan for the
supply of cleandrinking waler in
ordered the
immediate activation ol inactive

the CM
dlmulcd the relev: llll authoritics
1o utilisc all-out resources o
provide clean drinking waler to

;{Ign decided in principle
1

and damaged reverse osmosis
(RO} plamts across the province.
She also issucd directives for the
installation of new water
filtration plamts on a priority
basis m arcas with brackish
waler,

1o entrust the management of
water filtration plants o a
anthority.

The mecting was atiended by
Senator Pervez Rasheed.
provincial ister Marvam
Aurangzcb and others,

They told the court that the deputy commissioner had

meeling
Authority

been informed beforchand and that they were
accompanied by the personnel of the Kohsar Police
Station.

LHC orders action
against Nikah
registrar in underage
marriage case

regarding the Aab F
here on Tuesday.

During the mecting. a report was
presented on the status of 5.027
water filtration plants installed

IHC bars authorities
from blocking SIMs
till May 27

Aticle 18 of the constitution. He said
the bloc ol more than 300,000 SIMs
Its In]i:un mnual loss

T'he court stopped the authorities from
blocking SIMs and issued a stay order
27. The court sought a reply
from the respondents

Agreement on SIMs” blockage
Earlier, the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority  (PTA)
ed 1o block SIMs of non-filers afier
dehberations with the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR)

The PTAand telecom companies agreed
to black the SIMs of 3,000 non-filers
every day

The development came as the Federal
13 I of Revenue BR) held
ions with the PTA and telecom
es. The FBR oflicials had a
with PTA and telecom

SoonTimes Correspondent

LAHORE

The Lahore High Court on Tuesday ordered action
against Nikah registrar for arranging the marriage
of anunderage girl.

Justice Anwarul Haq Pannu heard the petition filed
by Humaira Bibi, who brought the young girl from
ashelter home and presented her incourt.

The petitioner stated that the girl. 15. was forced
inte marriage, with a case of abduction registered
at Shahdara police station. Justice Pannu asked the
if she married of her own choice. to which she
responded. ves.

When asked about her age, the girl stated she was
between 15 to 16 years old. Justice Pannu blamed appeared counsel for (he
the Nikah Khawan, question how  they company and argued that the move to
facilitated the marriage of suchayoung girl. block SIMS was in contravention of

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

I'he Islamabad High Court ¢(111C) on
Tuesday stopped the authorities
concerned from blocking SIMs of
non-lilers.

IHC Chier

ce Aamer Faroog
a lelecom

heard the petition of
which que

company
ratic
Revenue msi
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meeling
operators for implementation of the

ofnon-filers.

Advocate Salman Akram  Raja

Income Tax Ge 1 Order.
The purpose of the mectings
ensure blocking of mobile SIMs




L

resident Asif Ali

Zardari on Tuesday

visited the Green
Pakistan Initiative
Headquarters where he was
given a detailed briefing
about the Initiative, Land
Information and
Management System
operations.Sindh Chief

Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari were also
present on the occasion, the
President Secretariat Press
Wing said in a press
release. The president was
briefed about the improved
water irrigation system based
on modern patterns. A
briefing was also given over

Green Pakistan Initiative

Pakistan Initiative The
president was also apprised
of the concepts of model agri-
farms and agricultural smart
farms operations to facilitate
the farmers’ community for
progress of the agriculture
sector.President Zardari
appreciated the working of
Green Pakistan Initiative and
Land Information and

(SIFC).While lauding the
team of Green Pakistan
Initiative, he stressed upon
working with equal zeal for
the national and economic
development of the
country.For the bright future
of Pakistan, the presidentalso
assured complete
cooperation of all the

i iim-

|

Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Balochistan Chief
Minister Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti and Pakistan Peoples

agriculture, dredging of
canals, IT-based operations
and effective irrigation water
system under the Green

The Effectiveness of People-to-People Diplomacy
in Building Trust between Nations:

Rugia Akiter Malik

Fatima Jinnah Women University

Pecople-to-
peoplediplomacy is when
diplomats meet directly with the
citizens of the host country. rather
than just meeting with the official
representatives of the host state.
This type of diplomacy builds
very strong n.I:llIDIlShIpS between
nations, it can also be sensed as a
conflict rcsoluucn strategy  in
which private citizens can play a
role in mitigating interstate
hostilities.

The relation of trust is of
vital importance in building
interstate relations. It's a pillar on
which nations' success and failure
of diplomatic efforts. treaties. and
agreements depend. When
nations have trust in each other
this is when they are likely to go
for dialogues and take conflict
resolutionmeasures, it can also
help in de-escalating (el i
between states. Furthermore, the
key clement in the formation of
trade and cconomic relations
between states is truly depending
on how good allies they are of
each other and what amount of
trust exists between them .trust
also cnhances the country's
Credibility and reliability i
international Arena. it's a
compulsion for maintaining peace
and stability in the world,

Pcople-to-pecople
diplomacy also invelves a
connection-building process that
involves direct communication
between the individuals which
further leads to fostering good
relations. This connectivity can
lead to Cultural exchange
programs, cducation initiatives,
and economic programs. such
interactions can lcad to further
building of greater trust and
respect. and through such
interactions. nations can clear
misconceptions which will lead to
stronger relationships of wrust
between them which will make a

way forward for good di ic

people diplomacy when people
are not able to understand each
other this can somehow to lead
mns:onccplcom

Limited ﬁlndlng and
resources can restrict the scope
and impact ol people-to-people
diplomacy initiatives so resource

connections. Another way to
promote people-te-people
diplomacy is through Cultural
Events and Festivals where
countrics display their Traditional
attire. Music. Dances. and
Cuisine. this promotes dialogues

between different nations, constraints also hinder the

Another way to boost people-to-  *Orking. 2

people diplomacy is by providing In regions affccted by
conflict or instability. security

Humanitarian Aid and Disaster
reliel to natiens which had gone
through conflicts or natural
disasters. these gestures will
promote goodwill and solidarity
between states, Further, there are
some plans of action to make
people-to-people diplomacy more
cfective:

concerns can deter individuals
from participating in people-to-
people diplomacy activities fear
exists inindividuals.

People-to-people  diplomacy
plays a erucial role in promoting
conflict resolution and peace
building. It fosters mutual
understanding and empathy,
which are key in reducing mistrust
and hostility between nations,
Activitics such as cultural
exchanges. sports diplomacy. and
humanitarian efforts provide
platforms for dialogue and
reconciliation. layi the
groundwork for peaceful conl‘h::l
resolutions. People-to-people
diplomacy enhances traditional
diplomatic efTorts by involving a
wider array of participants in
international relations, While
traditional diplomacy primarily
involves interactions between
governments, people-to-people
diplomacy engages
governmental organizations, civil

iltural Exchan

Programs:Studeni exchanges:
Students from diffcrent countrics
visit cach other's schools to learn
and make friends, Arvist and
cultural groups: Artists and
cultural groups visit other
countries to share their art and
learn about other cultures.

r
Diplomacy:fnternational sporis
events: Sports competitions where
teams or athletes from different
couniries compele. promoting
friendship and teamwork.Sporss
exchanges: Athletes from
different countries visit cach other
to train and compete, building

non-

friendships socicty. and individuals. This
Vv 1n r_ar broader engagement can foster
Humanitarian _Efforts:[isaster  public backing for diplomatic

initiatives and generate grassroots
support for constructive
developments.

In conclusion, our exploration has
highlighted the pivotal role of
people-to-people  diplomacy  in
global relations. We've observed
its capacity to forge personal

refief: providing help to nations to
recover from natural disasters like
carthquakes floods.and
tsunamis.Community
development  projecis: Working
with local communities to build
schools, hospitals, or clean water

SOUrCes.  IMprov lives and 4

fostering understanding bonds. cultivate mutual
1 DigitalPlatforms_and Social “nderstanding. and drive

Media: Online cultural grassroots endeavors, all pivotal

relations and a more peaceful
world.

This concept was
introduced in the mid-20° century
during the conflicts when modern
systems were prevailing with all
zeal and zest. There are various
initiatives through which People-
to-people diplomacy can
boostvital ways Student exchange
programs where students from all
around the world travel abroad to
acquire cducation in esteemed
institutions that not only promote
cultural exchange but also build
long-lasting friendships and

Abdul Qayoom luhrani

Eradicating  Societal Evils
Literature, as a mirror reflecting the
of human existence,
the unique ability to
mspire, and ultimately

challenge,

exchanges: Using the intemet o
connect people from dlfl'r.'rcm
< hare their
learn from cach other.
The work is not so smooth in
people-to-people diplomacy there
are various challenges they have
1o face that hinder their “ork
L Political tensions and
government policies can hinder
diplomatic efforts ¢ Visa
restrictions, and travel bans which
can hinder individuals from
participating in exchange
programs and can also hinder
international collaborations.
Lingual barriers and
cultural differences will also
hinder the progress of people-10-

in fostering trust among
nations.Governments and
organizations must prioritize
investment in people-to-people
diplomacy initiatives. These
endeavors have demonstrated
effectivencss in fostering
comprehension, collaboration,
and peace among nations,
Through backing cultural
exchanges, sports diplomacy, and
humanitarian endeavors,
governments and organizations
can play a pivotal role in
advancing a more harmonious and
interconnected global
community.

Management System under
Investment
Facilitation Council

the Special

Initiative.

provinces for achieving the
objectives of Green Pakistan

The Historical Nexus between

Pakistan, Saudi A

| or.Munammad Akramzaheer |

The rapidity with which

on the world stage Furthermore,

both countries have historical ties
with Pa shaped by shared
religious affiliations
longstanding
partnerships. However.
mamtain significant relatons with
India, the world's largest democracy
and a crucial trading partner By
advocating for peace between
Islamabad and New Delhi. Saudi
Arabia and the UAE aim 1o navigate
a delicate balancing
cordial relations with

and
economic
they also

act,

the newly Pakistani
Prime Mim
embarked on s inaugural official  regional

visil to Saudi Arabia underscored
the significance of the relationship
between the two nations.
what truly captured glo

However,

attention
was the outcome of this visil,
marked by a joint declaration that
not only reaffirmed Saudi Aral
ment o invest $5 billion n
m but also urged for the
resolution of longstanding disputes
between Pakistan and India, notably

5

the contentious issue of Jammu and

shmir. This diplomatic move by
Saudi Arabia aligns with a broader
trend of Gulf
engaging in efforts to faci
peace between India and Pakistan
The United Arab E
particular, had previously brokered
e between the two
hbors in 2021,
diffusing escalating
tensions and averting potentially
catastrophic eross-border confli
that had flared up since 2019.The
motivations driving Saudi Arabia
and the UAE to step into the role of
mediators in the India-Pakistan
confliet are multifaceted and rooted
in both regional geopolitics and
historical dynamics. Understanding
the complexities behind their
intervention neeessitates a nuanced
appreciation of the evolving
landscape in both the Middle East
and South Asia Firs the Gulf
States have strategic interests in
fostering stability in South Asia,
given its proximity lo the energy-
rich region they inhabit. Instability
the Indian
subcontinent could have ripple
effects on global energy markets.
which the Gulf’ economies heavily
rely on. Additionally, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE seek to position
themselves as key

nations

acrucial cea
South Asian
effectively

or conflict in

plavers in

regional diplomacy ng their

geapolitical stare and influence

both countries while promoting
stability. Morcover, the
mvolvement of Gulf States
mediating the India-Pakistan
conflict reflects a broader trend of
increased diplomatic activism in the
region. As (raditional
dynamics undergo shifts and new
geopolitical fault lines emerge,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
secking to assert themselves as key
arbiters of peace and stability. not
only within the M

power

ile East but also

‘he ties between the
Middle East and South Asia have a
ng
Zlous
These

vich and complex history, sy

centuries of commereial, 1
and  cultural
connections have

interaclions.
endured through
various historical epochs but recent
umes have seen significant
developments,  particularly  since
the establishment of modern
Middle | r the
collapse of the Ottoman Emy
the partition of Indi
rped
crucial supporter of stan
shortly after its inception in 1947
pite being resource-
ed, Pakistan

sterm sl

e and
and

an Saudi Arabia em

with its

Arabia, MollL with II||. UAE. has
provided P: n with essential
financial assistance in the form of

d concessional oil

loans, grants
Pakistan reciprocates by sending a
significant portion of its workforee.
numbering 12.4 million overs
workers. predominantly to these
Gulf States. These workers,
constituting over 77% of nearly
£30.000 who ventured abroad for
emplovment in 2022, contribute
substantially to Pakistan's cconomy
through remittane
relationship between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia extends beyond

The

Transformative Power of Literature:

transform  soc
it ha
change, offering
Iman condition
on the i that plague o
world. In this article, we delve into the
profound impact of literature in
combating societal evils, exploring

examining the perspectives of real
individuals, literature mvites readers
to step imto the shoes of others.
fi ng empathy and unders
across cultural, secial, and ideologieal
divides.One of literature's most
profound effects 1s its ability to
cultivate empathy—the capacity to
understand and share the feelings of
others. Through vivid storytelling and
rich character development, authors
imnierse readers in diverse narmatives,
allowing them to witness the joys,
sorrows, triumphs, and struggles of
individuals from all walks of ife. By
expenencing the world through the

ves of fetonal or lustoncal figures,
readers develop a deeper appreciation
for the complexities of human

histo

how it serves
htenment, empathy, and social
ref Al its core, literature
encompasses vast spectum of
written works. from novels
and poetry to pk
unites these diverse forms is their
capacity W capture the essence of the
human experience and provoke
thought and reflection. By delvin
inte the lives of fictional char

emotion and the interconnectedness of
humanity. Throughout history,
literature has played a pivotal role in
confronting and exposing societal
evils, from mjustice and oppression to
disenmination and inequality. Writers
have used their crafl to shine a
spotlight on pressing social issues,

challenging prevailing nomus and
advocating for change. Whether
through allegory. satire, or stark

realism, literature serves as a powerful
tool for critiquing the s quo and
inspiring readers to envision a better,
more just world Countl works of
literature stand as iments to the
transformative power ot storytelling in
combating societal evils. From Harriet
Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin,”

which exposed the homors of slavery
and galvanized support for the
abolitionist movement, to George
Orwell's "1984." which wamed of the
dangers of totalitariamism and
censorship, these works have [mrk«l
conversations, provoked outs
mobilized individuals to take action. ]n
today's world, literature continues to
confront pressing societal challenges,
ranging from environmental
degradation and political corruption to
systemic racism and cconomic
nequality. Writers around the globe
are using their platforms to ampli
marginalized voices, challenge
entrenched power structures. and
advocate for meaningful change
Whether through novels exploring the

rabia and UAE

CCONOMICS 10 encompass sirategic
and secunity dimensions. Pakistan
plaved a pivotal role in traming
“holy warriors™ alongside Saudi
Arabia and the US to combat the
Soviet Umon's presence
Afghanistan following its
occupation in 1979, Furthermore,
during the Iran-Iraq war in the
1980s, Pal tioned tens of
thousands of troops in Saudi Arabia
Military  collaboration,  including
training and arms exports, has been
a consistent feature of Pakistan's
cengagement with Saudi Arabia and
the UAE. Additionally. Pakistan,
along with Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, supported the rise of the
Taliban m Afghanistan during the
carly 1990s, pereciving it as a buffer
t India. This st
sted with India and Iran's
backing of the multi-ethnic
Northern Alliance, reflecting
broader regional
dynamics Despite its close ties with
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, Pakistan
also seeks to ma
Iran, mindful of
minority. Iran was the first country
to recognize Pakist
mdependence and  both nations
enjoved closer security cooperation
during the reign of the shah.
particularly through their
involvement in the Baghdad Pact.
However, the 1979 Iranian
revolution altered the geopaolitical
landscape, fracturing alliances and
forcing Paki: 10 navigate a
divided Middle East marked by the
between Iran and Saudi
Arabia. Pakistan found
cmbroiled in a sectarian proxy war,
exacerbated by the nse of Sunni
militant groups nurtured by Saudi
and American the
Afghan jihad. Conscquently.
have become
entrenched within Pakistan, posing
challenges to its internal
stability. The relationship between
Pakistan and the Middle East
lv Saudi Arabia and the

1stan

nce

power

n relations with
mificant Shi'a

n's

itself’

support  for

sectarian  tensions

an's «.ng.ip.mcm with thc
region is also influenced by its
cfforts to balance relations with Iran
and navigate the complexities of
.reflecting the intricate
I landscape of the
and South Asia

geopolitl
Middlel

immigrant experience, poetry
addressing climate change, or essays
exposing corporate  malfeasance.
literature remains a potent force for
social awareness and
transformation.In conclusion,
Iterature stands as a beacon of hope in
our troubled world, offering solace,
inspiration, and the promise of a better
tomorrow.  Through its capacity to
foster empathy, confront injustice. and
nspire action, literature has the power
to remove the veil of ignorance and
mtolerance that shrouds our society
As readers and writers, let us embrace
the transformative potential of
literature and work together to build a
more compassionate. equitable, and
enlightened world forall.




PS Jhal Chakian arrested women
gang; recovered goods worth S0 lakh

Soon Times
Correspondent

Sargodha:
Ina major ope
the

police

son
the pretest of work
nd looted them
worth

rupees was recovered
from the women
SHO Jhal Chakian
Inspector Arif
in along with a
of
Khawar Igbal and others arrested
member gang of women

wo-
Their names are

Afsana Bibi alias Farzana a
Both belong to Khanuwala
In this regard. during the press

FTaisalabad

fing held at

Jhal Chakian
on. SP Headqguarters
Mubammad i that
the aceused used to enter
and
commit crimes on the

Police

people’s houses

pretext of work. During

the

preliminary

value of
lakh 21 thou:
have been recovered so

A far. They are beng further
- T ted. While DPO
ljaz Malhi has
praised the SHO and his team for the said
actionof Thal Chakian police station

Commissioner to activate closed
filtration plants in the city

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha:

Commissioner Sargodha Divis
Muhammad Ajmal Bhatti has ur;,cd
fora plan within a week to run the non
active water filtration plants in the
Sargodha city on a permanent basis.
He issued these directions in the
briefing session of Punjab Council of
Rescarch of Water Resources
(PCRWR) in the conference room of
his office on Tuesday. The meeting
was also attended among others by
Deputy Commissioner Captain
Retired Aurangzeb Haider Khan,

Superintending Engincer of Public
Health Engincering Department,
Director Development and other
concerned ofTicers. In the bricfing. it was
informed that Sargodha city rececives
about 350 mm of rain annually and this
rain water can be harvested from various
sources and used for agriculure and
domestic use. It was further stated that
adding rainwater to the ground water
through modern means can help bring up
the saline water arcas where the
ground water is very low. Under this
project. water can be reserved by

rainwater accumulates in large
quantities. It was further informed that
by keeping small tanks in government
offices and cducational institutions. the
rain water can be used for vegetation
other similar purposes. The bricfir
revealed that the cost of this project will
be very low. The commissioner
emphasized the need for the PCRWR to
take steps to construct such ponds at four
different locations in the city on a trial
basis. "If successful. its scope will be
extended to more low-lying arcas.”. he
added.

nd

We won't accept rude, arrogant
behaviour of anyone: Asad Qaiser

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Tchreck-c-Insal
(PTI) leader Asad Qaiser said
on Tuesday his party would
not accept rude and arrogant
behaviourof anyone.

The National Asscmbly
session started with Speaker
Ayaz Sadig inchair.

Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insal
leader Asad Qaiser. in his
address. said the way Khawaja
Asil spoke to the speaker
yesterday (Monday) was condemnable,
He said Khawaja Asif was an clderly
person 80 years of age. Bei
parliamentarians he should realise this
andshow telerance, said Qaiser.
Speaking about erstwhile FATA, Quiser
said all partics in parliament had
unanimously given fax exemplion lo
FATA and this facility was meant to bring
them on a par with other arcas of the
coumtry.

But, rc"rclrull\ they were dcpn\cd of
b.lslcnbill id and added. FATA had

area. That created unemployvment and
mong the people.

"In such a sitwation, how can they be
equal to other arcas and now il tax is
imposed on them, it will be an unjust
slep."” said Qaiser.

"Itis said that people of these arcas do not
axes. | have all the data with me.
About Rs70 billion are being collected
from FATA as taxes." the PTI leader
claimed

The PTI leaderappealed to the speaker to
form acommitice on the matter including

been a war-torn arca. No hospital or
college had been established there so far.
no development work was done in the

TENDER NOTICE

INVITATION TO BID

Government of Pakistan

PSDP

Geological Survey of Paklslan._lslamahau

esfrom FATA,
Dm:trA}'llb
Leader of the Opposition in the National
Assembly Omar Ayub, while reacting o

Khawaja Asif's statement, said
Asif used indecem language
and unethical words while
talking about his grandfather
nd his family.

"He has not studied history
correetly. 1
something."
added ths
around him had been
with different parties which
were now part of Muslim
League-Nawaz.

As Ayub tried to say something
about the father of Khaw
Speaker Avaz Sadiq stopped him from
talking further and told him not to
mention those who were not in this world
and let the session continue.
AliMuhammad Khan

Leader of Tehreck-c-Insaf Ali
Muhammad Khan said he wanted to talk
about Pakistan. He said the house would
investigate how the Killers of Benazir
escaped from the cameras that were
installed inthe bedrooms of the judges.
"Those who do not like PTI founder
should go to another country.” he said.
"My grandfather was a colleague of
Quaid-c-Azam and a soldier of Pakista

Research Laboratories, Islamabad

Sealed Tenders are imvited from the GST, Income Tax registeted

Advance

taxpayer list

of Revenue for the supply of Microwave Digestor for sample

Soon Times Correspondent

Tender
Survey of Pakistan on FOR basis (as per specifications).
Conditions & Regulations:

of Pakistan,

=

a) Thelastdate of receipt of bids is 29-05-2024 til 1030 hours. Bid
must accompany bid Secuity of Rs 1,00,0000- inthe shapeofa
pay orderiCDR in favor of Director General, Geological Survey

Tender documents/RFPs (Separate for each typa) containing

LAHORE

officers

Commissioners (ACs).

Mol

bidding procedure, lerms &

eprocure gov pk

as AC Bahawalpur.

PPRAwebsite

w.ppra.org ok

29-05-2024 by 1030 hours.

e

representatives.

Laboratories Islamabad to be used In

Park Road, Chak Shahzad, Islamabad
Ph. No. 051 137

€] The tender nolice is also ava'able on www.gsp.gov.pk and
d) The Bids must be submitted online on EPADS on or before

) Technical Bids/proposals will be opened on the same date at
1100 hours in the presence of bidders or their autherized

CHAIRMAN PURCHASE COMMITTEE
Instrumental Up-gradation of Geo-science Advance Research (_'

Economic Mineral Exploration Geological Survey of Pakistan
PID(1)6909/23

Gujranwala.

G Khan.

The Punjab govemnment posted
and transferred some  junior
including Assistant

According to the notifications.
nad Akhtar was posted
SO
Agriculture Ayesha Shafgat as
AC Rawalpindi. and SO Home
Department Zuha Basit as AC

S0 S&GAD Kashif Amir was
posted as AC Nankana Sahib.
SO C&W Mohsin Igbal as AC
nwala, Fahad Noor as AC

ACs transferred
in Punjab

Development Board Adnan
Bashir was posted as AC
Coordination Lahore, SO
Primary Health Care Saima
Nazir as AC Rawalpindi. and
SO Chicf Minister Office Faisal
Imranas AC Sahiwal.

Also, Quratul Ain, awaiti
was posted as AC
anewal and OSD
Muhammad Imran as AC Okara.

Mmm\hlk SO Planning and

Islamabad: May 14, 2024:
Speaker National Assombly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq.

My gt

&,

v

an Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan called an

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Autormey General for Pakistan
(AGP) Mansoor Usman Awan
in a rare press talk on Tuesday
refuted allegations of the
govemnment or any other state
institution interfering,
matlers.

Awan’s remarks came shortly
after the IHC began I)cnnn;,luo
ning to the

Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
on social media and the leaking
of Justice Babar Sattar’s
personal details.
Awan maintained that it is necessary to
issuc clarification as the matter of the [HC
Judges' letter being presented a
manner that implies a growing conflict
betweenthe executive and the judiciary.

“It was requested to hear surveillance-
related matters in-camera, to ensure the
malter does not go into the public domain
in order to protect the capabilities of our
security and intelligence agencies.” the
ntained. adding that this was
communicated to the relevant quarters.

He clarified that the office of the AGP and

the AAG acts as a "bridge” to facilitate
conmunication.
"Neither the government or any stale

istitution can meddle in the affairs of the
judiciary and I strongly deny any such

Impressiof
"According to my information. no officer
of any sccurity cstablishment has

contacted or can contact [any member of
the judiciary]. And the comtact that was
]- made. was done through the AGP's office

Attorney general
denies allegations of any
interference in Judcmry

made public.
Earlierin March, six judgesof the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) reached out

secking clarity on the alleged intrusion of
execulive members. including
intelligence operatives. in the judicial
matters.

Six judges DI the IHC—Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kiy Justice Tariq Mchmood
Jahangiri, Justice Babar Sauar. Justice
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan. Justice Arbab
Mubammad Tahir and Justice Saman
Rafat Imtiaz—penned a letter to the SJC
led by Chief Justice Qazi Facz Isa,
expressing concerns about the
“interference” of intelligence agencies in
the afTairs of the courts.

"We, therefore. request that a judicial
convention be called to consider the
matter of interference of intelligence
operatives with judicial functions and/or

SC allows video-link
facility for PTI founder in
NAB amendment case

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The Supreme Court of Pakistan on Tue:
allowed video-link facility for the Pak
“Tehreek-e-Insal (PT1) founder in the National
Accoun ility (NAB} Ordinance 1999
amendment case

"The PTT founder can present
the upcoming hearing vi
wishes W do s0 |

rzuments in
co link il he

said

He said so during the hearing of the federal

government's intra-court appeal [iled against
2023 verdict which annulled

nendments

h aneludes Justice Aminuddin Khan,

Jamal Khan Mandokhail. Tustice Athar

wallah and Justice Hasan Azhar Rizvi

It may be recalled that the PTI founder had

challenged the amendments made to the
National Accountability Ordinance (NAO)
1999 by the PDM government. Then chiel
Justice Umar Ata Bandial-led bench ordered
restonng all grafl s worth less than Rs300
million that were closed down against the

cal leaders belonging to the ruling

on parties and public office-holders
The government governmnet challenged the
verdiet of Justice Bandial and and the PT1
founder wanted to present b iments in the

case
TODAY'S PROCEEDINGS

At the outset of the hearing. a letter by the PTT
founder was presented before the court in

which he had prayed the court to allow him to
present b uments in person,

The C ustice that according to the
letter. the PTT founder

wanted to appear before
the court m person.

al Mandokhel said that he [PTI
0 decide whether he wanted to
wver.

ked that if the

should be brought here. He was a party to this
¢. how can we deny him the right to appear
rding NAB

before the court. This
and itishisright toapp

e re|

rinperson.
CIP Isa observed that this is a constitutional

and not a case of personal rights. Wi

ol ey

ave to see how cana person who 1

Our order was that he could

wyer help us
resentareuments throushhis counsel




Russian president
Putin to make a
state visit to
China this week

1 the two authoritarian allies
gainst the U S-led Westem liberal
;.Iuh.:! order.

Putin will meet Chinese leader Xi
Jinping during
Thurd;

v

it starting on
v, the ministry ving the
would discuss “cooperation
1ds of bilateral relations ...

well as international and regional

of common concemn.” No details

werementioned,
The Kremlin i
the trip and said §
anvitation. It said that th
Puli 1 foreign
swom inas president ar
term inoffice.

Mement confinmed

New Caledonia
deploys more
police as 'streets
on fire' over

WELLINGTON/PARIS
Authorities in 1]}«.] rench-ruled Pacific
sland of New ent more
olice onto the streets, shut the
intemational airport and imposed a
curfew in the capital after protests over
the territory’s voling system tumed
violent

New Caledonia's capital Noumea was
covered by a i
smoke as night fell and

reported, adding that a local sport
facility had been set ablaze.

The previous night, rioters burnt cars.,
supermarkets, clashed with police and
sel up barricades wilh tensions
focused on plans to allow more people
to wke part i elections in New
which indigenous Kan

Palestinians mark 76 years of dispossession as a
potentially even larger catastrophe unfolds in Gaza

M
lestimans on Wedn,
their mass expulsion from what is now I
ll\cu-n. ol th
comparison 1o the

ra
s the Nakba., Arabic for

fled or were driven from their
he 1948 Arab-Isracli war that

After nn war. |>ru.| refused to allow them to
beca «.unmuld h.mm uuulm a I‘l

refi
6 million, w L||l lnusl liv
camps in Lebs
occupicd West Bank.

s and their deseendants make up
rs of the populati

 outon fool o
P £ xpands its
Irmn several mmnh of mass
¢ -month war are
strikingly similar 1o black-and-white photographs from
1948
Must al-Gazzar. now 1. still recalls his family’s
monthslong flight from their village in what is now
central Isracl to the southem city of Ratah, \\]u.nlu was
5. At o
another, they dug holes under a tree o ;]n. p in for
warmth

s e S —— — — ——— —————— —

| Poland to boost intelligence
| spending due to Russian threat

WARSAW

Poland will allocate
an additional 100
millionzlotys ($25.30
million) to boost it
intelligence services,
Prime Minister
Donald Tusk said on
Tuesday, ashe wamned
of a rising threat from
Ru
Poland
as a distribution hub
[ supplies to

1
|
|
:
X
I
I
}
Ukraine has made it a ki
1
1
|
i
|
1
1
|

“We will have to invest more resources,
time, more actions when it comes 1o our
special " he said.

However, he said that there was as yel
nothing to indicate that several large I
in Poland i |m\.\u.n| days were the work of

target for

Moscow's intelligence services, fears that

were exacerbated last week when a judge

Zlotys
of the prime
to strengthen the internal
Tusk

from my reserve, lku. reserv
ninister,
and intelligence agencie:

In. said that Polish services
several sabotage attempts. I
“In the last dozen or so weeks. also thanks
to the support of our alli
thwarted attempts to commit
and arson,” he said
usk added that Poland was likely to get
J funds to help strengthen its
with Belarus

and the Ballic states, were set 1o inte
m the run-up to

furopean elections

I__._...____._...._.__._..._.__._...

Top US and
Chinese officials
begin talks on Al

in Geneva

NEVA

op envoys from the U8 and China
huddled inclosed-door talks in Geneva on
Tuesday to lay out their national
approaches 1o the promise and perils of

emerging artificial intelligence
technology
The talks, which Presidents Joe Biden and

Xi Jinping agreed to launch in last 2023
it to open up bilateral dialogue
between the world’'s two biggest
cconomies — ngl
geopolitical rivals — on a fast-movin
technology that already has consequences
for trade.

are m

nd incr

lifestyles, culture,  polities,

and defense and much

national security
more.

U.S. technology experts say the meeting
— led on the American side by high-level
White and ¢ Department
officials — could offer a glimpse into
Beijing’s thinking about Al amid a
generally tight-lipped Chinese approach
tothe technology
Co-founder Jason €
Seeurity in Redmond.
esperton neviand emerging Hirc
by Al handicapped the m
to-know-vou that will 1i

House

Iv yvield few
concrete results, bul get the two sides
ing

at’s most important right now is that
¢ they each have a lot to
becomes weaponized or
Glassberg said in ane-mail. “All
k. Right

lose i Al
abused,”
parties involved are equally
now. one of the biggestarcasof risk is with

deepfakes, particul
disinformation camy

Iy for use in

s

“This is just as big of a risk for the PRC
itis for the U.S. government,” he added.
refeming 1o the People’s Republic of
China.

It was not immediately clear why the
meeting was laking place in Genev
though the internationally-minded S
city bills itself as a hub of diplomaey
UN. and international institutions

Sabalenka reaches Rome last 16
Djokovic returns after bottle drama

ROME

game and never looking in trouble,

Open

the Rome Open w

ForoRtalico, or Anna K.
The 26-year-old Bel
short work of Yastrem:

s.«lululkn cruised into the last 16 of
h & stranght-sets
1 Yastremska, 6-4,

vietory over Dava leas
6-2 finals.
Second seed S Zarlier Mana Sakkan lined up a
first win in four matche probable last-16 clash with Vietoria

Ukrainian Yastremska to set uj
in the next round with either El
Svitolina, a two-time winner at the

dispatching
her opponent in one hour and 28
les withoul dropping

Aryna Sabalenka, who has never won in
Rome but is a two-time champion on
the Madrid elay, looks in good sh

s 80th-ranked
Sherif later on

who Fa
gyptian  Ma;
Sunday
Novak Djokovie retums to centre
court later as he takes on Chile's
Alegandro Tabilo on the hunt for a sixth
Rome title and a record-extending 41st
Masters 1000 crown

made

service

Alizeh Shah
claps back at
haters

{(Web Desk)
Alizeh Shah, Paki
actor. has ereated
choice of dress ata recent award show:
Her short black outlitled toa wave of eriticism
aimed at her
bold choice of a
It however, app
not qurmnmu te

1 entertainment industry

her moo

h took to social media and
ill looked better than the peoy
ting at home typing nonsense,” in
m Story

Before Alizeh rushing to her defence, the
backlash was severe and some even compared
ctor also known

Record WSL goalscorer
Miedema to leave Arsenal

Web Desk
Captams will be the only

ones
allowed to speak to the referee and

Only captains will
be permitted to
speak to referees at

il s 202 o e e Eu ro 202 4

them understand how a decision

coachs

Sports Desk

at end of season

H

have welcomed the new approach.

"Explaining a decision with up to
22 players mobbing you is
impossible for a referee. It can lead
ng 1o breakdown in communication,

discuss a decision during matches at
the upcoming uropean
Championship in a bid to fac)
UEF
wging director of refere

stir recently due 1o her

er to task for her

“hd-e-Wafa actor has

an

The highest Wome
Super League (WSL)
goalscorer of all time
nne Micdema will
Arsenal in the close

leav

ar

The Dutch
who has 79
als to her name,

stay. the club
international,
WSL g
joined Arse from
m Munich in 2017
nd helped the club win the
league in 2018-19 while
selting the m,urd for

aWs 1.:-‘|\llp:ngl

‘arly on atArsenal | knew
place for s
r and a person,” Miedema said in a video
posted by Arsenal on social medi
Mied: carned two WSL golden boots w
ind was the mp goalscorer in the
1r"(l L“ 2

Roberto Rosetti said

be shown

is very difficul
open letteron

mateh- th

¢ been of the highest quality
» many wonderful memories for us over the
* Arsenal's sporting director Edu
a statement. The 27-year-old forvard st
during her last two S0 "
an anterior eruciate ligament (ACL) injury
1ber 2022 that required surgery

pundits alike
“They (refer
information

from

Iv to speak and s

If any other plaver is found to
approach the referce showing any
sign of disrespect or dissent they will
ellow card, Rosett
“Being a referee in the modem game
R\»wm said in an

sand. speaks to the refer

“The official in lhl. middle takes
between 200 to 250 decisions per
isoncevery 22 wunmtx-

multiple different angles by fansand I the

es) receive a lot of
the Video
tant Referee (VAR ). and we are
e more details
with the players and coaches to help

with the beautiful game tuming
very ugly very quickly." headded

 that all teams ensure their
n is the only plaver who

o
capta

captamns to ensure the
donot encroach upon and surround
the referee. allowing direct
conversations to lake place in order
that the decision be relaved in a
timely and respectiul manner.

in difficult and sometime "Importantly, we want only the
controversial situations, under huu. captam from the team who wishes
pressure, with each of them  todiscussa du.mnn to be able to
serutinised and re-watched from approach the refere

aptain a goalkeeper,
Rosetti said an outfield player will
be nominated to communicate with
the referee

The quadrennial tournament will
be held in Germany from June 14-
July 14
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