Ali Pervaiz

sworn in as

minister of
state

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Member of the National Assembly Ali Pervaiz

took the oath of the office of Minister of State here

on Friday.

President Asif Ali Zardari administered the oath to
vaiz in a ceremony held at the Aiwan-e-

notables from different \\nlks of life.
Ali Pervaiz was clected as MNA from NA-119
constituency of Lahore on the ticket of the Pakistan
Muslim League-N inthe recently held by-election.
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Punjab CM Maryam attends Elite Force
passing-out parade in police uniform

Saturday
May 18,2024

Sargodha

Maryam, on the occasion, announced cash pr

Soon Times Correspondent
RE

The chiel’ minister inspected

parade which w:

attended by members of h

LAHOR]
Punjab Chief Minister inet and the Punjab
Maryam Na addressing a inspector general

ssing-out parade ceremony the chiel minister
of the Punjab Elte Force, d the ceremony

e expre
dthgn on being at the parade
Sh ulated

ing
Maryam said.

ed her

r the
police cadets,
e

llu cadets,
“1 am one of

vou. | 1o the
ony
ring vour uniform. This i
iform, but an emblem
very few
peoplearc honoured to have.
Marvam, on the occasion,
announced cash prizes for the
top performers
The chiel minis

have come
il

ssing
ed that their
them and
them [their
daughters] to the national
service.

COAS Asim Munir
commends Pakistan
hockey team for fine

SoonTimes
Correspondent
RAWALPINDI
Chief of Army Stafl’
(COAS) Gen Asim
Munit receive
Pakistan hockes
at the General
Headquarters (GHQ)
Rawal,

Hockey Federation (PHF) President Tariq Hussain
and other PHF off -Services Public
Relations saidinastatement

the interaction, the COAS commended the
performance, stating,
s brought immense pride to
on, and we are committed to providing them
mprehe support to ensure their
continued suceess.” He extended his best wishes to
the players for their future endeavours

The PHF president expressed gratitude to the
COAS formeeting and interacting with the team
Pakistan reached the final of Iln. Azlan Shah Cup

performance

"ll"-l for the first time in
1 The
medal

the

in

revival of hockey in the
a ceremony held to honour the Pa
m for their outstanding performance in

Zlan Shal tou ent. He commended the
for its remarkable
that their achievement |
The ceremony was ¢ g
Information Minister At
r Ahsan Igbal. and former hocl
hbaz Senior. Samiullah, and ()I\mpmn

sl
PM Shehbaz Shanfgreeted the pl
team and honoured them
performance

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Maqvi has directed
the authorities concerned to
prepare a plan for making the
identity card system
foolproof.

Interior Minister Naqvi
visited the NADRA
headquarters in Islamabad
and met officials.

On this occasion, a meeting
was held in which the
proposals to make NADRA
public-friendly were
reviewed

Naqwi directed for a plan to

People to get new ID
cards, renewal facility
at UC level: Mohsin

make the identity cards system
foolproof. He said the plan
should be made tomake it easy
for people to get their 1D cards
without delay.

He directed officials to set up
more NADRA centres in
Karachi. Lahore. Peshawar,
Quetta, Islamabad and
Rawalpindi.

The interior minister said the
facility of making and
renewing identity cards would
be given al “ll: umon L'Ulll]cl]
level. He said the biometrie
machines would be installed at
the union council level across
Pakistan

Chiefl Justice Qazi Faez Isa
tomorrow (May 18) to attend the ECO Chief
ices Conference. During his visit till May 25,
ce Muneeb Akhtar will serve as the acting
chief just
Justice Muneeb Akhtar will take the cath as the
acting chief’ justice tomomow. The oath-taking
ceremony will be held in the Supreme Court
Judges Block at 10:30am,

Justice Yahya Afridi will administer the oath to
Justice Muneeh Akhtar Before leaving for his
foreign visit, Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa has
returned the protocol

Court summons Ali
Amin Ganadapur
in 'illegal weapons,

alcohol case' on

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

bad High Court (IHC) has directed Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
to appear in person before the court on May 20
regarding a case involving allegations of

During a hearing presided over t
Magistrate Sohaib Bilal of Islamabad

The quullonn.un.
accused regarding v
Among the que: S po-.ul to U.uld.}pllr are
mquiries about hi of the evidence and
arguments presented by the prosecution during the
hearing. as well as his involvement in a gathering
that allegedly violated orders issued by the district
magistrate on October 30, 2016.

Pakistan, China agree on more investment
in CPEC, peace in region: FO

G v

Su(m Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said on
Friday that Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar

officials during his visit to China.
Both countries agreed on peace in
the region and investment. Mumtaz

Zahra

ch told the weekly news
hat various investment
ues including CPEC were
cussed in the meetings of Foreign

Minister Ishaq Dar:

Discussions were also held
regarding work on the second
part of CPEC. Various issues
including regional peace and
vwere discussed.

The Foreign Office said that
during meetings of Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar with the
Chinese autho , both sides
expressed their resolve to curb
terrorism and eliminate forces
thatsabotaged peace.

She said India was involved in
human rights violations in
occupied Kashmir and Indian

forces were continuing their
aggression in the occupied valley
The intern:

Indian atro
Kashmir.

Baloch further said s
attacks on Palestinians
must be stopped forthwith. She
said, "Pakistan welcomes the
General Assembly resolution on
Palestine's permanent
membership in the United
Nations," she added.

PTI leaders grill
Punjab govt over
injustice with

Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
Former National Assembly

Punjab_govemment should
esolve the issues of fa
instead of making TikTok
videos.

The opposition on Friday
staged protest demonstration

wheat,” §;
Asad Qa
the wheat ¢
some relief.
farmers and

nt House to show

t the PTT will not let
is todic until the farmers get
“We are standing with the

government should be

leaders from the
opposition benches participated in the

protest ashamed onitsconduet.” he said
Addressing the press conference. PTI The PTI said that they wanted to
leaders said that the farmers were ¢ the issue in the house today but the

ion was prorogued in a hurry
“The govemment prorogued the session
just after the proceedings of 15 minutes
today. W issue during the
session called on e 3. Barrister Gohar
said

isalabad when they met

¢ farmers in Punjab don’t have
amount for xt crop and the
government isn’t procuring  their
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inister for Religious

Affairs Chaudhry

Salik Hussain on
Friday visited the office of
company/Maktab
Asnaad Al-Mutakaamil
invitation of its CEO to discuss
Hayjj related matters particularly
departure of ‘advanced caravans’
of Pakistani pilgrims today from
Madinah to Makkah.Adillah, a
service provider company, is
responsible for dealing with all
hajj related/pilgrim welfare
affairs including passport
collection, departure of Hujjaj
from Madinah to Makkah, visit
Riazul

Adillah

to

T im‘.

|

Adnan Hameed

As the world prepares to
celebrate International Museum Day
2024, on May
Islamabad joins in commemorating
h free entry toall its
the

18, the city of

this occasion w

renowned mus From
Pa

the Pakistan Monument Museum,

an Natural History Museum to

and from the National Book Museum
to the Sir Sved Memorial Museum,
Islamabad boasts a rich tapestry of
culural institutions that serve as

custodians of our collective
her
"Mu

Research,” resonat

This ¥ theme,

ms for Education and

deeply with the

ethos of Islamabad's vibrant museum
These institutions,

ge Museum Lok

community

including the Her
Virsa, have long beenat the forefront
of promoting education, research,
and cultural understanding. Through

annual events such as exhibitions,

on

Jannah,

Innovation, Insight, Inspiration: "International Museum
Day 2024 Salutes Museums as Drivers of Change"

seming curator speech

activities, and awarenes
they continuously strive lo
Through

and enrich the public
immersive exhibits and educational
programs, he has helped foster o
deeper appreciation for the diverse
cultural tapestry that defines the
nation In Pakistan, the sig

nce
of museums cannol be overstated
Having served with over a decade of’
experience as the former "Incharge
Protocol and Visits” of Pakistan
Monument Museum. Lok Virsa
Islamabad. T have had the priv

ege

of witnessing firsthand the

transformative power ol in

accommodation and transport
facilities. During the visit, the
minister held a meeting with
CEO of Adillah Company Esam
Damyati and discussed the
ongoing Hajj operation in
detail. The Adillah CEO
appreciated the Pakistan Hajj
Mission administration for
making comprehensive
arrangements to facilitate
pilgrims, hoping “This year’s
pilgrimage will be one of the best
experiences, better-management
wise.”Minister Salik Hussan
thanked the Adillah CEO for
extending all possible assistance
and cooperation to the Ministry

understanding. As we celebrate this
day, let us rec

mmpact of museu

¢ the profound

n shaping our

collecti

identity and foste
positive change in our

communities T the spirit of this

years theme. let us reaffirm our

commitment to supporting museums

as vital hubs of learni search,

and cultural exchange. By investing
in their continued growth and

accessibility, we empower fi

generations with the Knowled,
empathy needed 1o na
world

igate an ever-

Together. let us

enduring legacy of

enriching minds and bridging
cultural divides. With over 2500
delegations of foreign dignitanies
including head of the states visiting
Pakistan under my stewardship, I've

seen how museums serve as
powerful vehicles for diplomacy,

fostering dialogue and cooperation

on the global stage International

Museum Day serves

a poignant

reminder of the mvaluable role

ums play in our society.

They

e not merely repositories of

facts and rely

hey are dynamic
ions that spark
and

promote cross-cultural

. inspire creativity,

guardians of our past,
present. and future.In today's
interconnected world,
ital
diplomacy, promoting dialogue.

Museums

ents of eultuwral

SCIVE aS

tolerance. and mutual respect across

borders. Through international

collaborations, exhibitions, and

cultural exe

cs. muscums
cultural  di

facilitate  cro; alogue,

won for

fostering a deeper apprecy

our red humanity and diverse

heri

age. By showcasing the richness

and diversity of global cult

museums promote empathy and

laying the

for a more peaceful and harmonious

world

[ ||| mnation, conomy and economics

Ic

mber Jilani

has become a

Inflation
dangerous problem for every country.

an every person. The
daily ine
comnod
difficult for an Econor v average
person to manage their economic

activities. In simpler words, the rising

costs of basic necessitics are causing
financial stru,
people Develoj
Pakistan, which are already

i chall E—

cs for ordinary

are finding this

numerous other
situation even more distressing. Let's
lock at it mn simple terms: what 1s
and what dogs
bout it? How can we

inflation &5

Economi

try to control it?"In Economics,

nflation is a sustaned inerease in the
general price level of goods and
sery

of time. Ba

in an economy over a period
ally, It
macro_Economic phenomenon as

is a

well as one of the main problems of

developing

countries
tvpes or causes of Inflation can be

Tvpes of Inflation;

orouped into two main categorics 1

ians

Demand-pull Inflation. (Keyr

Approach):- Inflation due to increase

i n
deman

where

Aggre

gale

deman

the full employment level and
is Tofl:

result on 2 Cost-push

Inflation’= Inflation or Higher Prices
n Cost of Production,

When the costs of productic

due 1o inere:

Supply Cury
left becauseof low production. FHe:

also Aggregate Demand is g
than Aggregate Supply which causes

prices to rise. But after some times due

ses. High prices and slow
lead towards
unemployment. The

growth
Extreme
condition of Cost Push Inflation is
called "
higher inflation relates to  higher
unemployment (The Opposite
Situation of Phillips Curve. PC)

agflation™. In that condition.

Some times expeeted inflation in

future is also the cause of

Inflation. Measurement of

Inflation: The most well-known
indicator of inflation is the Consumer
Price Index (CPI). which measures the
per
b
consumed
houscholds Formula:Inflation
Ratio=P2 _PI/PL- 100In inflation the

entage change in the price of a

of goods and servi

by

purchasing power of households Or
Consumers is decrcased, And the
mers are foreed to

spend much more money for the same

So, we

= v tha 1 has multiplier
effects notonly on individual's budaet
but alse on the whole
mployment, d
currency. poverty, I

onomy like

on of our

Morcover. it is

Loans and interesis
also harmful for growth.How to
Control Inflation: There are two main
methods or Ways to Control
Inflation.]
Central Bank:- The most important
and commonly used method to control

Monetary Poliey by

inflation is contractionary monetary

poliey of the Central Bank. Mostly

[he Central Bank of a Country uses

high interest rates and lowering the
prices of bonds and securities (inopen
makert opration) to reduce the money
supply in the economy Thus.
consumption falls. Aggregate

Demand decreases, prices fall and

inflation slows down.2 Fiscal poliey
by Govi- Strict or Contractionary
Fi

also a methed to control inl
which it
dee

al policy by the government is

tion in
might raise taxes and

ase government spendi

reduce money supp

consumption level of the
that can make the resull of falling

pricesand reducing Inflation.

and Pakistan Hajj Mission in
ensuring seamless
operation.He also mentioned that

digitization of Hajj

services by the Saudi authorities
had really worked in improving

the

arrangements.Moreover, he

appreciated the

government for taking a number
measures
formation of new companies,
increasing number of hajj
welfare staff both male and
female and use of latest
technology.The Adillah CEO
stressed the need for increased
interaction between his company

of innovative

Hajj
related
Hajj
Saudi

like

2024.

and Pakistan Hajj Mission
representatives. Adillah's Head
of Investment Management
Ahmed Hammad said
company was keen to explore
ways and means for enhanced
investment in the Hajj related
matters with the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Pakistan
Hajj Mission.Operational
Manager of the company Aasim
Sheenavi said an exemplary
dedication had been observed in
the team of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Pakistan
Hajj Mission, eventually leading
to a successful Hajj operation

the

Gulf States as Mediators in
the India-Pakistan Conflict

| or.munammad akramzaneer |

In recent vears, Pakistan
has made concerted efforts to
strengthen its ties with
Iranalthough hindered by
American sanctions on Iran and
concerns regarding cross-border
militancy. The prospect of being
drawn into Saudi-Iranian proxy
conflicts has further complicated
Pakistan's diplomatic stance,
notably demonstrated by its 2015
parliamentary decision against
joining the Saudi-led coalition
cd at combating the Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
and recinstaling Yemen's
internationally recognized
government. This neutrality in
Yemen's conflict was a difficult
choice for Pakistan, given ils
historically strong relationship
with Saudi Arabia which has
provided crucial diplomatic and
finang support, particularly
during times of international
isolation following Pakistan's
nuclearization in response 1o
India's 1998 .Former
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
cfforts to foster alliances with
Muslim-majority countries such
as Qatar. Turkey and Malaysia
have strained Pakistan's ties with
traditional Gulf allies.
particularly Saudi Arabia and the
UAE. These tensions have
inadvertently allowed India to
enhance its trade and security
relations with the Gulf States.
‘While India’s engagement with
the Gulfl historically revolved
around encrgy imports and labor
exports, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has sought to deepen
bilateral ties. both economically
and strategically. with countries
like Saudi Arabia. the UAE and
Iran Pakistan, recognizing the
shifting dynamics, has attempted
to mitigate strains with its
traditional Gulf partners. For
instance. former Army chief Gen,
Raheel
leadership of the Islamic Military
Counter Terrorism Coalition.
comprising 42 nations. in 2017,
However, Prime Minister Khan's
decision to forgo participation in
the alternative Muslim Summit in
Mala

tests in

Sharif assumed

ia in 2019, scen as a

< to Saudi

failed to fully assuage tensions.
Meanwhile. India's growing
clout in the region was
underscored by the UAE's
decision to conferits highest civil
honor on Prime Minister Modi,
even amidst controversy over
India's Citizenship Amendment
Act. which discriminates against
Muslim refugees.Despile
Pakistan's pleas. Saudi Arabia
and the UAE have refrained from
openly opposing India's actions.,
including the revocation of
Kashmir's special status in 2019,
However, the Muidity of bilateral
relations in the region suggests
that these dynamics are subject to
change. The interplay between
major Middle Eastern powers
and South Asian stales.
particularly India and Pakistan. is
increasingly influenced by
broader strategic considerations
amidst the emerging great power
competition between China and
the United States. As such, the
geopolitical landscape in the
Middle East and South Asia
remains in flux, with implications
for regional stability and global
powerdy namics,

The intensifving rivalry
between China and the United
States in the Middle East and
South Asia has significantly

heightened regional insecurities
while simultancously presenting
unforeseen oppoertunitics for
reconciliation. As China seeks to
¢l ge American d
in the Middle East. India. too,
endeavors to expand its influence

to counterbalance China's

growing presence in the region.
India’s collaboration with Iran,
exemplified by its investment in
the Chabahar scaporl. has
emerged as a direct challenge to
China'sinvestmentin Gwadarvia
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. Conversely. China's
substantial investment plans in
Iran signal its ambition to deepen
lics in the rcg further
solidifving its status as Iran's
largest trade partner and
facilitating Iran's integration into
influential regional blocs.
Despite Pakistan's aspirations o
mediate between Iran and Saudi
Arabia, China achieved a
signifi breakthrough by
brokering the restoration of
diplomatic ties between the two
Middle Eastern rivals. Amid
escalating regional lensions
trigaered by conflicts such as the

ant

Gaza war, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE demonstrate a willingness
1o de-escalate tensions with Iran
rather than exploit them for
strategic advantage. Recent
cflorts to repair tics between Iran
and Pakistan. following tensions
sparked by missile exchanges.
reflect a renewed commitment to
enhancing bilateral relations and
fostering  securily  cooperation.
While the US appears open (o
and UAE
investments in Pakistan. it is
concerned about Islamabad's
growing reliance on Beijing.
With the US bolstering mil
cooperation with India to counter
China, its neutrality in potential
Indo-Pakistani crises is

increased Saudi

iy

increasingly questioned.
Conscquently. the US may
encourage regional actors with
influence over both India and
Pakistan to cstablish crisis
management  mechanisms o
prevent cross-border escalation.
Secret talks facilitated by the
UAE between Indian and
Pakistani intelligence officials,
along with Saudi statements
advocating dialogue on the
Kashmir dispute. suggest a
regional push for conflict
resolution. While Indian media
views such statements as
endorsing its stance against third-
party invelvement in Kashmir,
Pakistan interprets them as a
show of solidarity against India's
reluctance to engage in Kashmir
talks. Despite diplomatic
overtures. challenges persist,
including India's upcoming
clections and the delicate security
situation in Kashmir. Despite the
potential bencfits of
reconciliation for India and
Pakistan, the current political
climate may not favor immediate
rapprochement, India's domestic
politics and security concerns,
coupled with ongoing tensions in
Kashmir, present obstacles to
meaningful dialogue. However,
incremental confidence-building
measures and continued
international encouragement.
particularly from Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, and the US, could pave
for constructive

the way

engagement between India and
Pakistan, reducing Pakistan's
dependence on China and
fostering regional stability and
cooperationof the Middle East
and South Asia,




DC for strict anti

Soon Times Correspondent
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Deputy
Aurang

Commissioner Captain (Retd.)
b Haider Khan.
anti-dengue activities,

while reviewing

instructed the
concemedoffices urtherattention and

emphasized that dedication

commitment,

importance of preventing mosquito

dengue measures

should be |

meeting of the
Distriet Coordin
Prevention on

for Dengue
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Ll er stated that I

Friday

inspecied. Tt i e
seminars and
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The rooftops of
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Prosecutor General Punjab inaugurates
Dlstrlct Public Prosecutlon Office Sargodha

Soon Times Correspondent

Sargodha:

Prosccutor General Punjab  Syed
Farhad Ali Shah has said that by
improving the links between
Judiciary, police. prosecution, bar and

media. delivery of justice quickly and at
the doorstep of the common man is the
main priority of the Punjab governn
Concrete and effective sieps are being
taken in this regard. A Prosccution
Facilitation Center has been set up in

Sargodha where complete guidance and
facilitation will be provided free of cost
from obtaining copy of FIR 1o other
stages of prosccution. He expressed
these views while interacting with the
media after imaugurating the District
Public Prosecution Office Sargodha and
Prosecution Facilitation Center along
with District and Sessions Judge Akmal
Khan and DPO Dr. Asad ljaz Malhi,
District Prosccutor Malik Ehsanullah
Tiw officials and members of the bar
were present on this occasion. The
Prosecutor General said that the staff
will be present in the facility center from
9 am to 4 pm for the guidance and
welfare of the people. He said that the

&

fifteenth facility center h'\s been
inaugurated today in Punjab. 1500

prosecutors are currently working across
the province while an internship
program is also being started for fresh
law graduates.

Salaam Family Takaful Limited obtains
the license to operate as the first ever
digital Islamic Life Insurance provider

Soon Times Correspondent
Karachi

Living up to its reputation of ¢
revolutionary solutions and
unprecedented initiatives, Salaam
Takaful Limited has gone ahead and
developed another first, not only in
tan, but across the globe, a digital
Islamie Life Insurance company,
Takaful Limited. The
¢ was handed over to
ain, MD and CEQ of
m Family Takaful Limited by Akif®

Saced. Chairman, Securities and
nge Commission of Pakistan
iCP) in the pr alaam
Family Takaful's Sha . and
their endorsement signified that the new
nization with its operations and
offerings are completely  Shariah
compliant. The company will provide a
complete end to end digital offering as
per the stipulations and guidelines of
SECP. On this occasion, Rizwan
Hussain, MD and CEO of Salaam

nce of

Takaful Limted stated. “With
this license of our new company, we will
be revealing a new brand 001,
which will not only resonate with our
values of customer and
i ion but will the
much-needed ¢ changing Islamic
Life Insurance and Savings offering,
never seen before in Islamic Life
Insurance
Salaam F
subsidiary of Salaam Takaful Limited

Family

centricily

also i

IHC says it didn't stop authorities
from blocking SIMs

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Islamabad High Court Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq said on
Friday the court did not stop
authorities from blocking
SIMs but barred them Irum
taking action against a
private company. |
The Islamabad High Court
conducted In.'\rlng ol‘ a
petition against 2
o stop <|c|iun
privale company
SIMblocki
As the hearing started. THC

Chief Justice Aamer Farooq remarked
that media did not report court
proceedings ina correct
The attorney general said Scction 144
|:m vided the complcw information
X, "One whose income
\\|I] be less will obviously not apply.
evervthing is also clear regarding NTN
number."

Justice Farooq inquired whether those
ordinary workers having a kiosk would
be included in tax net? The attomey
general replied. "Definitely they will
not be issued notices by the FBR."

The chicf justice inquired if somebody
was nol a laxpayer and his son or

related to

daughter was using the SIM in lis
name. then what would be done with
them? "What will the poor inando who
had not registered himself?

The attorney general replied. "No poor
man will get FBR notice. Notices are
being issued to mon-filers from
November 2023. If a person submits a
reply or satisfies the FBR after the
notice is issued. the SIM will be
restored.”

The IHC CJ remarked that people were
ing that the FBR would not spare
anyone.

Referring to different cases relating to
tax. the attorney general said the court
had to sec membership of the company

and how many
shares did 2
Pakistani had in
the company?
He then
requested the
court to set aside
itsorder.

The court
remarked that
the order was
misreported in
media, The court
said it did not
prevent blocking
of SIMS. it only prevented the action
against the private company.

"hotlcc is being issued on your
request. When do vou want it to be
fixed for hearing?" the court asked.
The attorney general took the stance
that he had no idea. He said he had so
many cases and the court could fix the
hearingonMay 22 or 23 next week.
The THC CJ remarked that the main
case was scheduled for May 27. The
attorney general said a date before May
27 could be fixed by court.

Later. the court issued a notice and
fixed the case for May 22 for hea

ary 1o raise public |
other |

| and die
| common man. Qandhani pointed out that while
Officer Health Dr. Asad |

KATI welcomes drop in
Petroleum prices, calls for
transportation cost
reductions

Soon Times Correspondent

Karachi

The Korangi Association of Trade and Industry
KATI) has applauded the recent significant
on in petroleum prices. P t Johar
" w\ phasized that this d n petrol
1 prices should directly hl.m.!:l the

red
Qand

transporters ;|mcM\ raise
v

es when petrol
zly

&=

are reductions for both fre
|\||hlm transportation. He argued that lowenng

¢ to benefit [rmn
the govemment's positive decision. He stressed
the need for the benefits of reds petrolenm
prices to be effectively comm and
passed on to the public. He pointed out that

ated

industri
<o
ser

re currently burde:
due 10 expensive

ed with record-high
shipping and fr

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The membership of PML-Q
senior leader Tariq Bashir
Cheema was restored in

National Assembly moments
after being suspended.
1

suspended as he used
and objectionable language
against PTIMNA Zartaj Gul.

onal Assembly

gave a ruling on Fri
membership for the ongo
However, th
prorogued for inds
the membership of Che

g session

was restored

Tariq Bashir Cheema's
NA membership
restored moments after

| being suspended

Zarlier, PMI
apology to |
remarks pi
Assembly

to suspend his

rent NA session was later
ne period and

leader has tendered an
T MNA over objectionable
d during the National

on B _J

Summer vacation for
schools in Punjab to
start from June 1

Soon Times Comrespondent
LAHORE

The provin
department on Frid:
the schedule for summer vacation
across the province as above-
normal temperatures hit the parts

al education
¢ announced

of country
The department

s dssued @

notification, st that the
summer holidays will be
observed from June 1 1o August

14, It added that all public and
e schools will reopen on

the blistering heat. As per therevised schedule,
n till
v while the classes will conclude at

schools will open at 7:00am to 11:30am
Thuy

anwhile,

sure in the

Met office said due to the above

u :p-.r

especially over Punjab and Sindh from 21st
May and likely to convert to severe heatwave
conditions from 23rd 1o 27th May

nin4 10 6°C

Day temperatures are likely to res

above normal in Sindh and Punjab from 21st to
23rd and from 06 to 08°C from 23rd to 27th
May

Day temperatures are likely to remain 4 to 6°C
normal i Islamabad, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Balochistan from 21 st to 27th May.

Ishaq Dar's appointment
as deputy prime minister
challenged in IHC

The petitioner submits that the appointment i

a violation of Article 4 of the constitution

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

After the Lahore High Court
dismissed a petition against
appointment of Foreign
Minis! 1q Dar as deputy
prime minister on Thursday,
a citizen moved the
abad High Court (IHC)
riday

Fahad Shabbir through
Advocate Nadeem  Sarwar
submitted that the
appointment wa
the Constitution
government v
appointing Dai
The petitioner p

He said
ated  the
deputy prime min
:d that the notif]

T

violation of Article 4 of
the federal
constitution by

ion of
appointment be declared null and void

and he be barred from work ull the final
decisionof thee

to the prime minister,

Cabinet Division secretary and Ishaq Dar
havebeen made parties in the petition.
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North Korea test-
fires suspected
missiles a day after
US and South Korea
conduct a fighter jet

drill

Turkey opposition
chief cool to
constitution talks
with Erdogan

ANKARA

Turkey's main opposition leader,
boosted by sweeping local clection
gains in ch. said he
upcnm; talks with Tayyip Erd 3
ruling party over a new constitution
3 Iiu: president doesn't abide by the

a fired suspected short-range
ballistic missiles off its east coast on
Friday, South Korea
dav after South Korea and the US. flew

powerful fighter jets in a joint drill that

Tt: an interview with Reuters. Ozgur
Ozel, who was elected chaimman of the
Republican People’s Party (CHP) last
November, also c1Llc:I on Ihc
government to orce
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the North views a

Hezbollah introduces new weapons and tactics | "
against Israel as war in Gaza drags on

a major s

curity

oint Chiefs of Staff smd
unched from the North's
veled about
) before

tion ul' whether and how to
muld

the weapons |
1 coast Wonsan region b
300 kilometers (185 mil

document could potentially _extend landing in the waters between the Korean
Erd; ule bevond 2028 when his % P e e e e e - Peninsula and Japan. Japan's Chief
P _'I*If\‘-”*[”l" o iR . Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi
¢ Lebanes a oup hol 5 weel
g L B it I said a North Korea sile landed

Rescue efforts halted after

amilitary post in northern Isracl using a drone
fired two n The attack \\nllmls:l thres
soldicrs. one of them s
military

Hezbollah has regularly fired m
border with Isracl over the past seven months. but the
one on Thursday appears to have been the first
It irstrike it has launched from wathi

outside Japans el
South African building collapse || &5 v s cuee o s
where 33 died

Ve economic

I statement called the launches “a clem

provocation” that threatens peace
Korean Pennsula. It sad South Korea
will maintain a firm readiness 1o repel
potential aggressions by North Korea in
conjunctions with the mili
withthe U

on the

Putin says Russia JOHANN
wants a buffer
zone in Ukraine's
Kharkiv but has
no plans to
capture the city

s of fi
KYIV, Ukraine oing since early Ol mmpln

o Prissident Vindamis Futin sdid Hezbollah f fter Iran’s unprecedented
ay that Moscow's ; droneandm Israclinmid-April
In the past two weeks, Hezbollah b ed further
in response to the Isracli incursion into the city of

Officials
South Afri
city of George
halted the search
for survivors and
more bodies on
Frida

ary alliance

part
efforts to enlarge and modemize its
enal while diplomacy with the United
s and South Korea rema talled
st week, North Korean r Kim
Jong Un supervised the test firing of a
new multiple rocket launch system.
according tothe North's state media

33 people died

Rescue
personnel and
volunteers have
been combing
through th
rubble for 11
days. after the

_is believed that migrants from

ea 1 : North Korea says it has been forced to
a6 cepticaih souther Rafah in the ¢ ese official ing under consin [‘l"ﬂ!'!“‘ and Zimbabwe S G e
Pt coaante s g (o Cliti familiar with the group’s operations said. The official of Cape Town crumbled, leay p boget ite niiglear and missile programe fo

@
deal with U.S-led hostilities. North
Korea cites expanded U.S.-South
Korean military traiming. which it calls
an invasion rehearsal. Many foreign
experts say North its rivals’
mulitary drills as a pretext for building a
larg al in the belief that

dn\u}ul dust inits wake
The Western Cape government said it
now believed 62 pcupk were at the site al
the tme of the dis wenty-nine
people survived after be muu

ed

I|M| Is be
\\hu\ the hmhlmﬂ

ause he was not

on the offensive
launched on May 10, which opened a ation to the media

new front in the war and displaced ¥ aflemoon attack by a drone carrying
Disisands. 5 Ukalabans: sl T missiles came just days after Hezbollah launched three

4 Tt il hoitrs -tank guided missiles at an Israch military post that
controlled a surveillance balloon flying over the
border. 3 d camera fool afterward 10
show they I|.‘rd hit their mark. Hours later. the Isracli The site is empty. We have :E(mc T
ing ‘aircraft :nuL fuel military confirmed that the spy balloon had been shot Ii"l‘“ Anton_Bredell, a Westemn Cape

€. downoverLebanon wm meial official, told reporters.
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Pakistan finalise s squad for T20 World
) 2024; announcement soon

LAHORE
Py

orea

81 |n.\zl||lc were o
camed

own

| building where

* T Weapons arsen:
President Cyvnl Ramaphosa visited the I -
2 Thircday and met families m-uh_.l it would boost leverage in future

diplomacy withthe U S

ember
\4||m(| for the ICC Men's World Cup — AbbasAfridi
2024, source. The travel reserves would include
The squad includes five pa four  Salman Ali Agha, Hasan Ali and Irfan
all-rounders. three  wicketkeepers, i
utsmen and one spinner. The  Meanwhile, reports said the board
Cricket Board (PCB) is would announce the squad Jfl\.f
T201 match

s | Sohauffele equals

The ninth edition of the ICC Men's
Avub, T20 World Cup. which will be a 20-

FAKHAL ﬁ:'}':;'um. Fakhar Zaman, teamevent, will take place nthe USA record—low maj Or

Mohammad Rizwan, Azam Khan,  and WestIndies from June 11029,

= = B — I'Ollnd With 62 to
Netizens start | Bra7i] to host 2027 Women's World lead PGA

blocking Alia
Bhatt for Leeping Cup as Gaza war overshadows ;;’,!ff;?"!;ﬂ, S

mum on Gaza FIFA congress roud nmaor o

a nine-unde par 62

Cri i fier the opent
SIS Ih‘ Wonen's World Cup will take place in
& sttime after Brazil was

day of the PGA Championship.
en 1o host the 2027 edition at a FIFA

Reigning Olympic champion
Friday marked by debate about the war

two
Pakista

expeeted 1o announce the
fer approval from chairn:
Nagui

“The likely squad of Pakistan incl
Babar Az

1 s00n
Mohsin

qard, one-bounce eagle from the

iron,

Schauflele started ofl the 10th tee
and birdied five of his first nine
holes. then birdied four more afler
the tum in a bogey-free round for a
three-shot lead al rain-softened
Valhalla

"It feels great, Schauffele said. "If
someone told me I'd shoot nine-
under I'd hi . It's a great

64 pl.um under-par
were the second-most below par
after any round toumanment
history nd more rain is expected

se lo continue its
potball 10 new

SchaufTele .|iu=|d\ shared the
record-low round in major golf
history with his 62 from the first
round of last year's US(!pul.:lI 0§
Angeles Count natched by
American ku.‘klc ‘owler in the
e round and South African
Branden Grace at the 2017 British
1 B

The India actor is accused of not speakin

. ; o tlu hud of
dein Gnza, bid Trom Belgium,  the Netheriands. g
ngly landed on the ‘Blockout | Gennany. The decision sparked jubilant celebrations
st for not addressing the mounting | from the Brazilian bid team

1. home of womien's football great M

he m topped
the lead 'hum\] over counl

decade. The By an Football
s0 been i turmoil with legal

© won five
ver lifted the

Unlike their male counterparts, who
World Cups. Brazil's women have
trophy and made a group-si

Alia Bhattis in the headlines a

cport, The FIFA in
impact on women's footb; gion”

America hosting the Women's World Cup would from 24
have. with over 1.4
Brazil's bid includes 10 stadiums used for the r
22024, Theactress” | World Cup in 2014, with Rio de Janei
rity has skyrocketed after her show- Lup for the

e has been recei
on the ongoing
e. Bollywood actress. Alia Bhatt has
been making the headlines for her stunni

't nat-pick. I'll take a 62 inany
vorany day,” Schauflele said
Collin & He set Valhal course tecord,
MeNealy sharod filth on ing the 63 fired by Spain's
Jose Mana Olazabal in the first
round of the 2000 PGA
Championship

hatred for keepin

teams would dilute the spee

llion through th

of shocks.

through results

Gone were the lopsided scorelines that were a feature Top-raaked mew. dad

g ht World Cups. reflecting a growth Schefl
1l

'ales

's

||p‘.<|r'mu. on the red carpet, with But work needs to be done. in particular to the
Amazonia stadium i Manaus which has stood

reda 67, including
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