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PM Shahbaz takes notice of unbridled
load-shedding as shortfall tops 6,000MW

PM to rececive briefing on power demand and supply

el sofuptos
Inareas with high line losses, electricity
loadshedding may extend up to 14

Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)
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Soon Times Correspondent

ehbaz Sharif has
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eral holus in both urban and rural
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«  briefing on the demand and
supply [zap| of clectricity during a
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Due to the power shortfall, rural arcas
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Saad Rafique
demands withdrawal
of NAB amendment

allowing 40-day
remand

¢ hours.

Soon Times

Saad Rafique called /

the National
Accountability

Ordinance, which allows the extension of the
remand period ofan accused from 14 to 40 days.
Ina comment posted on the sacial media platform
X. the former minister criticised the NAB law
black law enacted by despot [Pervez Musharraf]
He highlighted its historical use by military. civil
and judicial dictators to serve their own interests,
noting that many mnocent people had fallen vietim
toit. Rafique unequivocally said that endorsing
the NAB law was unacceplable. describing the
extension of the remand period from 14 to 40 days.

ke over the

within 15 days,

was reached
nergy Minister
Laghari with
v, where the
ided to address

Govt officials likely

to get 10-

15% raise

in salary, pension

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
The government is workir

on dlﬂu'au proposals for
creases in the range
ﬂf 10 m |  for public sector

employ the upcon
budget for2024-23

Amid the wish of the
government 1o strike a deal
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) under
ended Fund Facility (
range of $6 bilhon, the
government will have to
demonstrate its political will
to place stringent l;swl
measures ineluding o

revenues of both Iu.h.nl

ng

Board of
Revenue (FBR)
tax revenues
and non-tax
revenuesas well
asrestricting the
expenditures
side

h c
government is
mulling over the
options to fix
the FBR tax revenue target of
trllion m the

front, the Minis
wanls Iu raise th

¢
the range of 125 or 15% in the
next budget.
There isanother proposul under
deration to jack up
n of cars Inr iub
les 20, ’I
d 22 in the mnbb of 20 to
25%

Supply of fertilizers to
farmers will be ensured at
all costs: CM Maryam

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHOR]
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
pledged 10 ensure the
£ atall

COSIS,
Chuef
reviewed

Marvam Nawaz
Ll'lll'l/bf

Minister
t I\L

was mpurlul tha
production of 1
Punjab is approximately 6.3
millio
M

am Nawaz expre
satisfaction with the dec

trend in fertiliz
ordered strict and  effe: the dealer
mea toprevent hoarding

The meeting also stressed the need

for a fool-proof procedure hl
ailability of fertilizes

The off

ted the implementation of

al monitoring of

ser supply from the plant 1o

amendments
Fertilize

establish a
registration
Programme.

Recommendatio
o the Pesticide: .md
Act
considered during the my
principled d;

on was made to
ial helpline for
the Kisan

s for

o

hoarding and

Card

ated thal the

ed. She highlighted
neglect in preventing the

fertilizers will not be tolerated and
that the interests of every fanner
will be protected.

FIA starts
investigations
against individuals
involved in
propaganda

Fedaral Investigation Agency

Soon Times Correspondent

RAWALPINDI

The Federal Investigation Agency has started
|1|\d~<l!},almn.|b.nnnl individuals mvolved
in propaganda against tt

Mainly. the accounts on social media which were

supply
Punjab's farmers

involved in targeted campaign would be

questioned and in this regard, various persons from

Rawalpindi were investigated.

The inquiry against the suspects involved in social
media _campaign “.-md be completed i the

smuggling of

launched
n hateful

also

The institution,

|:rc\'|=)
t thos

Punjab

Forensic

Science Agency to be
made authority

The I’u\u.:h Forensic
Agency will be
autonomous nstituton

Punjab Forensic Science
Ageney would be given the
Latus _of _an _authonty, it

dependence on other
departments would end

He said the draft law would
be approved by the Punjab
Assembly. After becoming
an authority, the officers of’
the Punjab Forensie Science
Agency would be able to
inspeet the crime scene
themselves.

The officers will also collect
evidence by taking photographs
of the erime scene. Mengal said
alter establishment of the
authority, the officers would be
able o ta cral steps to trace
perpetrators

Nawaz Sharif reclaims PML-N

Soon Times Correspondent
LLAHORE

Former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif has been elected the

m s general
meeting held on

coun:
Iuwd.n
8 f has become the party

Minister \]u.hl- z Sharil

stepped down from the position
afewdaysago.
Mawaz Sharifhad stepped down

presidency after a gap of six years

the top position

The PML-N had formed a five-

menber election commission led by

PML-N Pumab chapter President

Rana Sanaullah 'md comprising
Ish

as the president of the PML-N six
zoductoa \upmm.

country’s prime minister in 2017.
The follow ear, the then
ch lJIHlICL of Pakistan, Mian
& ruled that an
ified under
and 63 of the

. the nomination
ndidates were 10
¢ received between 10am and 12
noon, with their serutiny scheduled
between Ipm and 2pm and the
polling around 4pm

Articles 62
Constitution could not serve as

political party.

According to sources in the
PML-N, 11 party members had
ved nomination papers for

rec

Gandapur to remove poor
performers from his cabinet

Soon Times Correspondent
PESHAWAR

Yo 10 three m
Pakhtunkhwa
be removed

chairman — of the situation «
out of these provineial ministers nut

showing any progress
Any pro

party founder will
dismassal, th

extreme action

s during the meeti
between the chiel minister and the
lead to their
ey said, but added that
v would be given the last before the

Incase, the said ministers are unable to

the

change

they will ul
removed

from the

cam in their respective
departments and is
following a zero-
tolerance policy on the
subyect.

When it comes to their

replacements, the
sources say. the
decision-making

powers res
Gandapur and Imran
Therefore, the chief minister will
amnounce the decision only afler
consulting the party founding
v incarcerated
1, commonly

It is important to note that the sources.
did not share the names of those who
muay fall prey 1o the decision

Youm-e-Takbeer: Nation observes 26th
anniversary of successful nuclear tests

Soon Times
Correspondent
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On the oceasion of Youm-e-Takbeer,

Prime Ministel
Acting Pre
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nation
effortof
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Day \\mlmh-«x collective
ational power: PM

PM Shehbaz congratulated the

people of Pa

n, saving the day

nuelear anmed nation,
“1 also pay tribute to Prime
Mumister Zulfikar Al I‘}]mllo
the founder of tan’s
i nuclear programme for hls
. strategic loresight and
unwavering commitment o the
me minister.

>

l\'lnm».nl:m-un
Chairman Joint Chy
(_mmlull\:c (CJCSC) General
1i Shamshad Mirza and
services chiefs, on behalf of the
armed forees. extended warm
fielicitations to the nation
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i |
symbohisesthe collective effort of all According to Inter-Serv
facets of national power, Public Relations (ISPR).
overcoming what seemed like an momentous occas
able challenge and ~ commemorates the
ne in the  achievement of Pakistan’
lefense capabilities tests in 1998, which successful
“May 28 signifies more than just a ed grefliple
mere wmmu.nmnlmn of a day: it
encapstl [
nation’s ardum.w vet
path towards establishi
minimun deterrenc
minister wrote on X
The premier said that 3
historic day in 1998,
demonstrated bold Iéadership by
rejecting nerve wrecking o
d inducements to make P

this

3
nl‘punumﬂ!w
The armed forees and the nation pay
tribute 1o the unwaveri
and selfless sacrific
who \.(\nln!\lllul 1o this remarkable
againstoverwhelming
odd: \‘sm.l the statement. Youm-c-

estament to nation's

2 a cmhbic
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eroes oF Youm-e-Takheer

ederal Minister for
Industry,
Production, and
Food Security, Rana
Tanveer on Tuesday paid
tribute to the nation's heroes
on the occasion of Youm-e-

Takbeer."I pay tribute to the

Nawaz Sharif, senior

military leadership and

scientists of Pakistan," said

Rana Tanveer.According for the nation.Pakistan has

the Ministry of Industry
statement, due to his

determined will and

courage, the defense of Today is definitely a proud

senior leadership of
Pakistan Muslim League,
especially former Prime

Minister Muhammad

Pakistan became
impregnable for ever.He
said that Pakistan's political,

military, and scientific

Hungary's Anti

-Corruption Protests

I Dr.Muhammad Akramlaheer I

A couple of weeks
ago, the mass demonstrations
in Budapest where protesters
expressed their resentment
against alleged financial
corruption that they believed
was rampant in the country
and possibly facilitated or
ignored by the government.
These protests were immense,
peaking at a reported 100,000
participants. Since then, there
have been four or five more
demonstrations, including
some in mid-sized towns
where Prime Minister Viktor
Orban's ruling party enjoys
This
reminded me of the large

significant support.
uprisings i other countries,
such the 1968
demonstrations in France that
ultimately forced Charles de
Gaulle from office when

as

security forces could not
suppress the movement. In
Budapest, the protesters
appeared to be predominantly
anti-Orban, and the police
seemed focused on
maintaining peace rather than
forcibly removing the
demonstrators. Initially, I
perceived this as a sign that
Orban's grip on power was
weakening, given the
apparent lack of strong
resistance from his side.
However, I must admit that [
was mistaken in my
assessment. | failed to
recognize the fundamental
differences between the
context of Budapest in 2024
and Parisin 1968,

At a demonstration
near Kossuth Lajos Square in
downtown Budapest, Magyar
told the crowd that he had
shared a recording with
nvestigators and urged them
to demand justice and an

investigation into the Schadl-

Volner case, a major

corruption scandal in
Hungary. Thousands of
people waved Hungarian flags
and reacted loudly as Magyar
read a statement accusing
senior officials from the ruling
Fidesz party of corruption due
to their long hold on power.
“Jail
them! Jail them!™ in response.

The crowd chanted,

Since 2010, Prime Minister
Viktor Orban and the Fidesz
party have dominated
Hungarian politics, using their
supermajority to change
election rules, control the
judiciary, limit independent
media, and weaken the role of
political opponents.

Magyar publicly
broke with Fidesz after a
scandal invelving a pardon led
to the resignation of
Hungarian President Katalin
Novak and caused Magyar's
estranged ex-wife, former
Justice Minister JuditVarga, to
withdraw from polities.
Varga, who had planned to
lead Fidesz in the upcoming
European Parliamentary
elections, claimed that
Magyar's recording was
foreed and part of a long-
standing scheme to blackmail
her, and she accused him of
abusing her during their
Magyar has
consistently denied these
accusations. On March 26,
Magyar spent several hours at
the Prosecutor-General's
Office and stated that the
recording implicates officials
in several crimes. He also
mentioned that he possesses
many more recordings related
to the Schadl-Volner case and
intends to share them with
investigators. The Schadl-
Volner case involves possible
illegal activities by
GyorgySchadl, the head of the
chamber of judicial officers,
and a former state secretary at
the Justice Ministry, Pal
Volner, and reportedly
includes wiretaps and
classified information.

Magyar believes that
prosecutors have no other

marriage.

choice but to summen several
government members as
witnesses and insists that they
must summon the prime
minister as well. He argues
that Prime Minister Orban is
more
wrongdoing than Magyar and

aware of much
his ex-wife knew. Magyar has
accused Antal Rogan, a
loyalist of Orban who
manages the prime minister's
cabinet office and government
messaging, of having
significant influence within a
corrupt political group. Fidesz
officials have dismissed
Magyar's accusations as
baseless and an attempt to
harass his ex-wife. Magyar
has called for a major rally in
Budapest on April 6, hoping it
be the
demonstration in the last 14

will largest
years o push for change. His
previous call for an anti-
government protest on March
15, anational holiday, drew an
estimated 35,000 people,
where he announced his
intention to start a
political party. This rally
followed significant anti-

new

government protests in
February, sparked by a
controversial presidential
pardon granted to a man
convicted of helping cover up
sexual abuse at a children's
home

The Hungarian
political landscape, shaped by
Fidesz's decade-long
supremacy and its strategic
alterations to the political
system, remains resistant to
immediate upheaval.
However, the sustained public
demonstrations and the
mounting pressure from
figures like Magyar indicate a
brewing discontent that could
eventually lead to significant
shifts in Hungary's political
dynamics. While the
immediate future may not
mirror the swift changes seen
in 1968 France, the persistent
and organized efforts of the
Hungarian opposition could
pave the way for a gradual
transformation in the
country's governance.

leadership came together to
achieve this milestone,

making May 28 a proud day

crossed an important

milestone

constant defense

day for us, as our dear
country has emerged as a
nuclear power on themap of country and stabilize

the world, he added.Rana

Seerat Fatima

in the face of

threats.

Pakistan's economy.

Lifestyle Choices and
Cancer Risk Reduction

Therefore. every individual

Tanveer emphasized that
Youm-e-Takbeer
symbolizes the power of
unity and strong will,
enabling the nation to
overcome external
internal challenges. He

urged the nation to come

together under the green

crescent flag to defend the

and

healthy life. Healthy and

bal d diet planning is an

should take special pr
1o protect themselves from
deadly discases like cancer.
Every human should choose a
healthy lifestyle for an active and
hearty life. These healthy habits
not only help prevent cancer but
also allow a person to live a

The cell is the basic structural
and functional unit of life. A cell
1s often termed as a single room
in which all biological processes
take place. Cells form the basis
of life. and willions of cells
combine to form the human
body. Cells are referred to as the
ng blocks of a living
. as they replicate to
give rise Lo the body's structure
and perform essential functions,
There are trillions of cells
working in the human body. and
the function of each cell is of
utmost importance. In this vast
universe. Allah has not created
anything without purpose, and
similarly. every cell in our body
has a specific and neccessary
function. Problems can arise if
cells do not work properly, as
thousands of cells work together
to perform specific functions in
our body. Cell division is a
continuous process that occurs in
the human body. cnsuring its
growth and stability. Simply put,
cell division is the process i
which a parent cell divides into
daughter cells. It is a simple
multiplicative process that forms
new cells from older ones. Any
abnormalitics in cell division and
replication can lead 1o a disorder
known as "cancer.” Abnormal
cells divide uncontrollably and
spread 1o form twmors in the
body, disrupting normal bodily
functions. Cancer has the
adverse ability to develop and
spread in any tissuc and organ of
the body. Malignant tumors arc
the most dangerous tvpe of
cancer. as they can invade
neighboring ¢cells and  cause
severe destruction. It is
important to note that cancer
does not have a single cause.
While the

most common concept of cancer
is based on uncontrolled cell
reproduction. this is not the
complete picture. In addition to
spontancous internal mutations.
external agents such as radiation,
chemicals, hormonal drugs. and
other toxic substances can
disrupt the normal process of cell
division and cause cancer.
Almost 40 to 60 percent of
cancer cascs are altributed to
exposure to environmental
chemicals in food. such as
pesticides. herbicides. and
preservatives, Cancer can bring a

crson 1o _the brink of dcath

di free life. Itis datory
for individuals to quit smoking if
they desire a

healthy and productive life.
Tobacco contains 7.000
chemicals. 250 of which
seriously affect human health,
with 60 being carcinogens that
can directly cause cancer.
Carcinogens are so devastating
for human health that they
directly damage the DNAof cells
and cause uncontrolled cell
division. When tobacco smoke
comes into contact with body
organs such as the mouth and
lungs. it causes severe irritation
and inflammation. Smoking
increases the risk of weakening
immunity. as it playvs a
detrimental role in lowering
white blood cell counts and
causing inflammation,
Continuous smoking can lead to
lung cancer. which is the leading
cause of death among men
worldwide. According to 2012
statistics. 1.6 million people
globally died due to lung cancer.
anumber expecled lo increase in
the near future. Lung cancer is
the second most prevalent cancer
among men in Pakistan, with a
high prevalence of tobacco use
among men aged 25 1o 44,
particularly in rural arcas. where
illiteracy and lack of education
are significant contributing
factors. Alcohel consumption
significantly contributes to the
development of various types of
cancer in the human body.
Acetaldehyde is produced as a
byproduct of alcohol metabolism
and is a carcinogen that
significantly increases cancer
risk. Alcohol stimulates the high
production of estrogen in
women, which can cause breast
cancer. Alcohol also afleets the
immunc svstem, lowering the
body's immunity, making it less
capable of detecting and
destroying cancerous cells.
Morcover. a weakened immune
svstem makes the body more
vulnerable to other infections.
Alcohol has a severe impact on
the liver, disrupting its activity
and causing mutations,

known as liver cancer. Recent
studies have shown that cven
small doses of alcohol have
highly detrimental effects on the
human body. making it advisable
1o avoid alcohol entirely for a

exceptional solution 1o treat
cancer in the body. Healthy food
choices are essential for
maintaining a robust body. A
balanced dict. including foods
from all food groups such as
fruits. vegetables. legumes.
pulses. meat. and dairy products.
is recommended for cancer
patients. To maintain a stable and
healthy body, all nutrients are
essential and should be
consumed in adecqualtce
quantitics. While carbohydrates.
fats. and proteins are all crucial
for normal body functioning.
proteins are particularly
recommended for cancer
patients. Cancer patients often
undergo complex treatments,
including chemotherapy and

radiation, which can lead to
musele loss and weakened
immunity. Protein plays a

cant role in the healing
process by repairing tissues and
promoting growth. For patients
wheo need to fulfill their protein
requirements, lean protein
sources such as skinless poultry,
fish. and boiled cggs arc
excellent choices. Additionally,
casily digestible proteins can be
obtained from plant sources such
as pulscs. legumes, and beans. To
boost immunity. fresh fruits and
vegelables containing
antioxidanis. vitamins (E and A).
and minerals arc essential. Garlic
can strengthen the immune
system. soy foods can help
shrink tumors. and carotenoids
found in some fruits and
vegetables can protect cells from
free radicals and reduce the risk
of cancer. The mmpact of ats on
human health varics depending
on the type consumed. Saturated
fats have highly detrimental
cffeets on human health and are
commonly obtained from
animals. including red meat,
poultry. and full-fat dairy
products. Coconut oil and palm
oil are also rich sources of
saturated fats. Saturated fats are
responsible for increasing blood
cholesterol levels, which pose a
significant threat to human
health by increasing the risk of
heart discases. They are also a
major cause of weight gain and
obesity, which directly
influences the risk of
cardiovascular discascs,
diabetes, and cancer. particularly
colorectal cancer. In contrast.
healthy fats. known as
monounsaturated and
polyunsaturated fats. are mainly
obtained from plants such as
olive oil, nuts, seeds. and fish,
which also contain healthy
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Pakistan Eyes Economic Lessons
from Indonesia: A Path to Prosperlty

Islamabad.

Pakistan, in its
revitalization, Indonesia
inspiration, recognizing the parallels
between the two nations. With a shared
1 for economic growth and prosperity,
n s to glean insights from
Indonesia's successful policies, particularly
in trade liberalization, security
enhancement, and fostering religious
from Indone

ol cconomic
for

pursuit
looks to

Paki

harmony.Learn

(FDI) in export-focused industries, PaKist
aims to break free from the debt trap,

towards
on and
s tax

reallocatimg
public welfare,
health

regions. including Hunz.
Baltistan, Skardu, |
K.|~-h.u| Atta-ul-Karim,

an Indonesian
rman of the
change (ICE),

sole of tourism

underscores the pivot
and edu
"Creative Economy” g s
ties with Indonesia. ICE, a non-political
aims lo facilitate
knowledge exchange and collaboration
between the two nations, paving the way
for economic integra nd
prosperity.In a joint press conf
with the Charge d Affairs of Indone
bad, Rahmat Hindiarta,
red the importance of bilateral
highlighting  initiaty
trade volume and people-to-

1on, es 10

5

countries ICE's vision
objectives of both Pakista

Indone: secking lo bridge lhc gap
between bu S COMIMIN]

reforms and structu aims
to strengthen its . fostering
a conducive environment for business
growth and I tax

policies, Pakis
collection and promote economic
stability. Furthermore, Pakistan endeavors to

hamess the power of ils tourism sector,
Tid

i in trade and inv
Through its endeavors, ICE
contribute to the economic ad
and well-being of both
I’-lkhlan embarks on this joumey of

drawing inspiration from 's

seeks o boosttourism exports, unlocking the
economic potential of its scenic northern

it Tooks to its
a heacon of
pathways to

> transfy E

1 counterpart as
forging new
prosperity and growth
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We should celebrate Youm- e-Takblr W1th
full national enthusiasm: AC Martin

Soon Times Correspondent

Nowshera Soon Sakesar:
Arally was held under the leadership of
Assistant Commissioner Irfan Martin
regarding Youm-c-Takbir of Pakistan.
Rescue 1122, teachers, police

personnel and others participated in the
rally. Participants in the rally carried
banners and placards highlighting the
nportance of the incibility of the
Islamic State. Assistant Commissioner
Irfan Martin said that we are proud of the

scientists. We should celebrate Youm-e-
Takbir with full national enthusiasm. Our
defense is impenetrable. At the end of the
rally, prayers were made for the security of
Pakistan.

.
News —

Road Safety Seminar
at M-14 with cadets of
Isakhel cadet college

SoonTimes Correspondent
Mianwali:

Under special initiative
regard Seminars by 1G
National Highway and
Motorway Police. Road Safety
seminar was conducted
yesterday under supervision of
Zonal Commander Motorways
North Farid Khan by SC M-14.
Pre Cadets oflsakhel college
were given lecture and tips along
with shields and principal Malik
Ferozodin paid the vote of thanks
to highups.

Pakistan trade deficit to
increase by over $4.16bn
in 2024-25: IMF

ISLAMABAD

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
has predicted an

SOUrces

Mmhu.r
Muhammad
Aurangzeb 15 set lo

Finance

present the 2024-
budget next week.

Pakistan will see the

by $4.165 billion in FY25. says the
programme.
Although the dialogue did not produce a staff-

level agreement, the IMF noted that
significant progress had been made towa
a deal for an Extencled Fund F

“acility

The statement was i1ssued after an IMF team,
led by mission chief Nathan Porter, concluded

ler arriving

"The nuission and the authorities will continue

Navy thwarts major drug smuggling
attempt in Arabian Sea

PNS Rslat seizes large quantity of narcotics estimated to be worth thousands of dollars in int'l market, says ISPR

i

SoonTimes C dl

Karachi
The Pakistan Navy (PN) on Tuesday
successfully intercepted a significant
drug smuggling operation the
northern Arabian Sea. according to a

from the Inter-Services Public
Rcl.a ons (ISPR).

ne patrol as part of the
maritime security  patrol, the
al ship PNS Aslat scized a large
of narcotics. The confiscated

drugs are estimated to be worth thousands
of dollars in the international market.

This successful operation underscores the
navy seffective mantime surveillance and
ils commitment to combating drug
trafficking. The ' s regularly
conduct these patrols to prevent drug
smuggling, piracy. and human trafficking
alsea.

On Saturday. the navy deployed the PNS
Aslat 1o conduct regional maritime
security patrolsin the Indian Ocean,
This deployment aims to safeg
merchant vesscls entering and exil
Pakistani ports. Additionally. PNS Asl.
presence secks to enhance the security of
international shipping routes. ISPR said.
Throughout its mission, the warship will
engage in collaborative efforts with allied
nations while also undertaking
independent operations.

Equipped with advanced weaponry and
sensors, the warship is prepared to tackle
diverse threats and exccule various
maritime missions effectively.

PTI asks judiciary to expedite

May 9 accused cases

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:
The Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insal (PTI)

trials of civilians
the May 9, 2023 violence.
ur“cd the judiciary to
uals who have

itary

beendetained foroveravear
Speaking to reporters.
P Raoof Hasan hi;
that despite the Supreme Court ruling
declaring civilian trials in military
courls unconstitutional, many
individuals remain unjustly deta
suffering under statc oppression.
Hasan emphasized the urgency of the
situation. noting that it has been over a
month since the request to forma larger
bench for appeals against the apex
court ruling was made. However. the
case remains unscheduled since the last
hearing on April 24,

The spokesperson pointed out the
immense suffering endured by the

VPTI

families of these victims e
due to inhumane . nichi
conditions faced by those
unlawfully  imprisoned.
He also highlighted the
violation of fundamental
human rights, particularly
during the harsh summer
conditions.

Hasan underscored that
the Constitution prohibits
the trial of civilians
military courts, especi )
defense ministry employees as judges. He
asserted that in any zed democratic

nonexistent.
He condemned the practice of falsely
acH lsmg citizens and proiongmg lhclr

attack on human rights. The Supreme
Court. he urged. should mediately
establish a larger beneh to hear intra-coun
appeals against military count trials and
proceed withthese casesurgently.

The Supreme Court must ensure
protection of both the Constitution and
fundamental rights. and should order the
release of those currently in 1
custody. the spokesperson added.

Meanwhile, the PTI spokesperson
underscored the significance of May 28,
commemorating  Pakistan's successful
nuclear tests as a testament o national
determination, sacrifice. and unity,

However. he criticised certain groups for

exploiting Pakistan
progranune for polit

peaceful nuclear
gain

policy

virtually over the coming
iming to finalise discussions, neluding
support needed to underpin the
reform efforts from the IMF and
lateral and multilateral partners,”

Pakistan is likely to seck at least $6b under the
programme and request additional
ing from the IMF under the Resilie:

new

fin:

Federal development budget
ollection target Rs12,500bn
ad of the discussions, the IMF had wamed
downside risks for the Pakistani cconomy
remained exceptionally high.

"The authorities’ reform program aims 1o
move Pakistan from economic stabilization to
strong. inclusive, and resilient growth,” Porter
added

Coming hack o the tr

le deficit. the IMF has
s imports will increase

As faras the overall s are coneerned. the
IMF says Pakistan is likely to have imporls
worth $60.48bn against the exports of
32.76bn, which translates into a trade deficit
ofaround $27.72bn
On the other hand, sourees in ¢ MInstry
revealed that Pakistan was likely to witness a
trade deficit of $23.76bn during the outgon
fiscal year. with the country exports projected
toreach $31.20bn

Pakistan heatwave pushes
temperatures to 52 C, westerly
to hit upper areas

MOHENJO DARO

Upper parts of the
country are expected to
get much needed relicl
amid a persistent
heatwave with the
arrival of a westerly
afler lemperatures rose
above 32 degrees
Celsius (125.6 degrees
Fahrenheit) in

summer Jrid close to t]n: country’s record
high amid an ongoing heatwave,

Extreme temperatures  throughout Asia
over the past month were made wo
likely as a result of human-drive
change, a team of international
have said

Read more: South Asia - the global
pollution hotspot: Pakistan. India see
fourfold increase i vehicles since 2000
indh known
cal sites that date back to the
ilt in 2500 BC,
shighas 522C(126F)
24 hours, a sentor official of
the Pakistan Meteorological Department,
Shahid Abbastold Reuter:
The reading isthe highest of the summer so
far. md approached the town's and

for archacolo,
]ndu Valley

and JJLLIZ‘) 2F) respectively.

Mohenjo Dare is a small town that
es extremely hot summers and
and low rainf but s
ncluding bake
electronic repai
and fruit and vegetable sellers, are usually
bustling with customers.

But with the current heatwave, shops are
seeing almost no foolfall

"The customers are not coming to the
restaurant because of extreme heat, Isitidle
at the restaurant with these tables and
and without any customers.” Wajid

Ali, 32, who owns a tea stall in the town

"] take baths several times a day which
gives me a little relief. Also there is no
power. The heat has made us uncasy.”
lose to Ali's shop is an electronic repairs
shop run by Abdul Khalig. 30. who was sat
working with the shop's shutter half down
1o shicld him from the sun. Khaliq also
complained about the heat affecting
busines
Local doctor Mushtaq Ahmed added that
the locals have adjusted to living in the
extreme weather conditions and  prefer
ing indoors ornear water.

an is the fifth most vulnerable
country to the impact of climate change.
We have witnessed above normal rains,
Rubina Khursheed Alam, the
coordinator on ¢l
onl\.n.nce onFr

prime mi
qml at anev

he highest temperature recorded in
Pakistan was in 2017 when temperatures
rose 1o 34 C (129.2 F) in the ity of Turbat,

and fourth highest in the world,
Sardar Sarfaraz. Chief Meteorologist at the
Pakistan Meteorological Department
The heatwave will subside in Mohenjo
Daro and surrounding areas, bul another
spellis expected to hit othe: s in Sindh,
meluding the capital, Karachi — Pakistan's
largest city.




Ireland officially
recognises
Palestinian state

LONDON

Ireland officially recognised a
Palestin state on Tuesday, the
government said in a statement,
defying Israel which had condemned

The government approved the
recognition in a cabinel meeting on

as a sovereign and independent
and agreed to establish full diplomatic
relation

between Dublin and
allah,” the statement said

An Ambassador of Ireland to the State
of Palestine will be appointed along
with a full Embassy of Ireland in

Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris the
bout keeping hope for peace

Dutch parties to
propose former
intelligence chief
as new prime
minister

AMSTERDAM

Former Dutch intelligence chiel Dick
Schoof will be presented on Tue: s
the proposed prime minister of llw
Netherlands' incoming rightwi
government, public broadecaster NUH
said citing sources close to the matter.
ction winner Geert Wilders earlier
s month r u.ln.d an a ent on
fo W nt with three
other conservative parties. after ruling
imself out for the top job in the

As Israel attacks Rafah, Palestinians are
living in tents and searching for food

Entry of fuel has fallen to about a t

DEIRAL-BALAH, Gaza Strip sprawling into
‘The tent camps stretch for more  and town
than 16 Kilometers (10 miles)  Photo/T

Pal
Israeli bomba
Strip set

Gaza’s coast, [illng the
i sprawling into emply
fields and town streets
trenches o use as
search for food and

Ali.file)

by a dr

Over the past three weeks
olfensive in
a million

nw.I\

times during
mm\lh old w
© said

ne.
LE - Palestinians displaced by
the Israchi bombardment of the
b o

h on D 2023, The tent
nps sm:uh for more ux.m 16

> <o
,p,ggts)én

——

P a tent cam, al;
on Dec, 6, 2023 (AP Photo/Hatem

The situation has been worsened
atic plunge in the
mount of food,
supplies reaching
other aid groups to
population. P
I\u.n on

20 people in the tent, w
water, no eleet

hoolteacher in a Iu.nl

through
. losing your loved
he said
d¢-1|\ susmentally.”

Q!teu?

empty lots, fields
streets. (AP
i

which can run up to $300, not
cou Is and the cost
of hpmlm-- the material. the
humanitarian group Mercy Corps
id.

Israeli authoritie

controlling all
ave been
of private
into the
mitory, the U.N. and aid worker
say. More fruitsand lesa
found in markets now.
on some have fallen,
ay

fuel 1 other
the UN. and
stribute to the
inians have
their own to
nd find the

al

can't afford them. Many in G

have not received  salari
months and their s
depleting. Even those who 'Jl.lu.
money the bank often can’t
withdraw it because there is so
little physical cash in the termitory.
Many turm to black market

il charge up to 20%

You have
1o clean
. We have
Mohammad Abu

n what it Teels like
constant

huma
convoys with suppli N.
and other aid groups o distribute

“All of this

Mohsin Naqvi rewards Wheelchair
cricketers for Asia Cup triumph

LAHORE
C an Cricket Board (PCB)
Mohsin Naqvi on Monday presented a cheque
worth mupees 15 million to the Pakistan
Wheelchair ericket leam on winning the Asia
Cup024

The Pakistan Wh
overcome Sn 1
Wheelchair

enickel team had
nal of the Asia Cup

In order o the team’s achicvement, C|
PCB invited members of the Pakistan
Wheelchair Crickel team to the PCB
ters at Gaddafi stadium and
tulated them on their trinmph

Mohsin Naqvi lauded the team’s efforts and
expressed best wishes for the team’s continued
success. He also assured PCB'’s support for the
Wheelchair Cricket Team in its future
endeavours,

Anant Ambani,
Radhika
Merchant set for
another %re—
wedding bash

(Web Desk) - Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant are .nIL setlo n_mn grace their pre-
wedding ga

ll\u wupm festivity will be
several famous faces

Anant and Radhi
between May 28and J
1t 1s reported that approx
will be presentat the event
The cruise 15 set w inelude a memorable
4380 Kilometre journey from ltaly to the
Southof France and back

cruise will take place
2.

nately 800 guests

Ronaldo breaks Saudi Pro

Rivadh
Cnstisno Ronaldo
Droke the record for
the most goals ir
idi Pro League
season when he
struck for the 34th
and 35th time in Al
Nassr's [ game
of the campaign.

"I don't follow the
records, the records
follow me." the 39-
vear-old Portuguese
forward tweeted
afterwards

The former Real
Madrid and
Manchester United
star struck in lirst-half stoppage time and
69th nunute with a header as 3
Itihad
The prev " g
was the 3 Ncmcd by the Morocean Abderrzak
Hamdallah n2018-19.

League scoring record

Ronaldo joined Rivadh-based Al Nassr in December
2022, the start of an influx of overseas plavers to the
Saudi league on lucrative contracts.

Ronaldo, who led Portugal to victoy 2016
Euros, has been selected for the squad for this vear's
edition v <t month - h 1th

international tournanient

He is the most capped plaver in men's intemational

football with 206 appearances and has scored arecord
soals

d of what itwas before the Rafah offensiv

ccording to OGHA.

for free have fallen to nearly their
lowest levels in the war, the UN

the U.N. was

\u-.au of
May 6,
figures from the
humanitarian office OCHA on
Friday. Some 600 trucks a day are
needed o stave ofl” star
according o USAID.
In the past three weeks, most of
| has entered thro
Israel

m

northern G
floating picr ta

|I\mu"h )\uu\l .\]mlu
U.N. has only been able to collect
about 170 of them on the
side over the past three v
because it can’t reach the cros

Paris

actor Searlett Johansson |
for using hy
ir — on s late

they used was Johan

lh\. film "Her",

previously

the start, Al
proved problematic.
Last ¥

when it rel
software

celebriti
Emima Watson was
Hitler's Mein Kampf,

could be used to e
loved ones over the phone
The technology

rapidly inthe
more realistic

CEO of British Al firm Sy
told AFP it was I.iry.l\

released two vearsago.

OpenAl was foreed 1o apolo
1 week
voice — or something
chatbot,
he spotlight on 1o voice-
ch

Although OpenAl denied the voice
their
s¢ was not helped by CEO Sam
Altman flagging the new model

1

aid 1s his favourite film
about the technology. Right from
voice cloning has

British firm Elevenlabs
went viral for all the wrong reasons
sed its voice-cloning

Intemel pranksters immediately
began pushi e out deepfa

Harry  Potter star
hown reading
Law
enforcement warned that Al clones

rmoney from

has developed
styear becoming far
and nuanced. D
entreprencur  Victor Riparbelli, el

down to
c that was

Polish man
sentenced to life in
Congo on
espionage charges
has been released
and returned to
Europe

WARSAW, Poland

Congolese authorities have released a
Polish man who was sentenced there to
life in prison on espionage charges,
Poland’s foreign minister said Tuesday
Radek Sikorski wrote on social meds:
platform X that Mariusz Majey was
back in Europe. Sikorski posted a bric
video of himself apparently talking to
Majewski over the phone to welcome him
back. He did not say where exactly

\ detained by
Congolese forees in February and later
faced a military court inthe restive Central
ion, accused of spying Las
week he received a lifes sentence in prison
No details were released as to where he

ry protested
1 week

innocence
¢j Duda spake on the
phone with Congolese President Felix
i secking o obtn Majewsk

iplomatic m

ion

Last week, Polish Forcign Ministry
\'p«:ku‘n n Pavel Weonski said withost

due to a chain of
coincidental circumstances and evenls
that he found himsell in Congo and hi;
“behavior was the resull of a lack of

month, the Congolese army
W foiled a coup atiempt and
amested the perpetrators, including some
! Several U

OpenAl's Johansson
gaffe pushes voice
cloning into spotlight

The program'’s developers threw
thousands of hours of voiee data
mto their model inan unstructured
way and discovered 1t not only
Z mt\\!mnm v but hm\ tosay it

\!un ¥ on 1hm
sidelines of last week's VivaTech
conference in Paris. Tortoise was

using it. OpenAl uses
systems though they do not

voice cloning has 1o
coneerns over people misusing the
software, But the claim inst
OpenAl is unusual because it is
the company itsell aceused of
playing [ loose.

"W very unfortunate that
OpenAl did that - really not very

1
without her knowing then 1 think

that's very very bud." said
Riparbelli
“The two entreprencurs are among

hundreds harnessing Al voice

programs for uses that they argue
ish  will make compa more
cient ne's i pi vides

virlual voice assistants --
essentially Al customer service
ager
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