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May 9 perpetrators will not go unpunished
as it's a case of entire Pakistan, says ISPR
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May 9 was not Pakistan armed forces’

people of the country
tial to punish the perpetrators of May 9 to
keep faith in the judicial svstem of the country

1 the military installations were attacked
throughout the country. There would be no talks
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Interior minister
orders crackdown
against overbilling,
electricity theft

Soon Tunes

Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:
Interior Minister
Mohsin Nagvi called
for accelerating efforts
1o curb overbi :md

2 a A\.l’ﬂ-l(\!t ance approach towards these
ssues, the minister underscored the nec
relentless action against officers
(distiibuti d ‘bl

zens with inflated bills.
“Itis absolutel ble to punish citizens for

i
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PTI demands
judicial commission
on May 9 incidents

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

“The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal
(PTI) on Tuesday demanded
the establishment o

ers including
aheen, said peaceful
protest is fundamen

any party. They
questions aboul
whereabo

of the M;

about the
outs of CCTV footage
v Qincidents.

Barrister Gohar underscored

the party's stanee on the matter

of the Publie Accounts
Committee chairman, sta
that it isan internal issue to
50 ¢ of the

g
Regarding
conterence

a recenl press
7 ISPR.
the DG IS statement .md
thencomment
Shoaib Shaheen highlighted the
alleged incidents of state
terrorism. including the
abduction of PTI's founder, as
ike Zille Shah. He
aised concern over
nctions of CCTV cameras
l moments.

judicial affiars,

ITHC judges' letter: CJP Isa
wants judges to be bold in face
of meddling in judicial affairs

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

As the Supreme Court on Tuesday
resumed the heanng on a suo mum
case related to a letter written by
judges of the I g
alleging interference in judicial
affairs by the country's intelligence
Chief Justice of Pakistan
/i a remarked that a judge
W hn puts up with interference
without taking any action should stay
home

The he..nuL was p

i u] overby a
JP

e the proceedings. the Supreme
Assoctution submitted its
the subject.

never compromis
uhlepmudumeotjudm.m

underscoring the

need for a compreh
conductoutlining the
and protection of judges.

The SCBA proposals noted that the
Islamabad High Court had the power
of contempt of court and should take

action against any  interference,
observing that the failure to act by the
higlhicourt was perplexing.

The SCBAalso noted that the judges
of the Islamabad High Court had

H:h SCBA noted with concern the

s’ letter to the
; judge with a
orm their chief
justice of the
e action,
al Council

:nmplmm b
Jjustice, and if
relevant cowrt did not
then the Supreme Judi
(SIC) should be notified

the incompetence and negligence of DISCOs,”
stated Nagvi at the FIA Lahore zonal of He
reiterated the government's commitment 1o tackle
overbilling and ensure utmost priority and relief
was given lo electricily consumers

He stressed that the priority remains fo provide
reliel to consumers affected by overbilling,
reaffirming that punitive measures will be taken
against government personnel who are found
complicitinelectricity thefl.

Ministry Withdraws
notification removing
Shaukat Siddiqui as
IHC judge

Soon Times Correspondent
SLAMABAD

he Law Ministry has withdrawn 1ts notification of
Oct 11, 2018 regarding the removal of Shaukat Aziz
qui, a former judge of the Islamabad I
ourt, in view of the Supreme Court judgement of
March22.

In a notificat

n issued on Tuesday, the ministry

stated that the pr ml\\.n.p!e\mdlnn,hm haukat

iddiqui on attaining the age of superannuation

fiect from June 30, 2021

A five-member bench, led by Chief Justice of
3 /i Faez Isa, completed hearing on

stitutional petitions filed by Shaukal Siddiqui

onJan23.

Another THC judge seeks
contempt proceedings
Over smear campaign

Soan Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
Following Justi

Babar Sa Ill.ll s

Justice  reque:
contempl proceedings over a
malicious smear campaian b

n al media
10 sources,

Justice

Kayani has forwarded his request
o THC Chief Justice Aamer
Faroog
Sources say a benchis likely to be
constituted based on the requests
m-n[\: by Justice Babar §

wrote a lelte
Justice to
proceeding
breached
by sha y
e their US residence
permits, online

Govt proposes increasing retirement
age to 'lessen financial burden'’

@ Fmance mnuster hmts at iner easmg tax rate to at least 14% to increase tax-to-GDP ratio

Law

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb

inet
mmhlu stated that the

Minister Azam from 38% He mentioned
¢ r following o discussions with investors
meeting. the from the UK and Europe,

upcoming IMF consultations,

and plans for structural

proposed on Tuesday r s economy  was

the retirement age and abilizing refonns including inercasing
restructuring pension Among the positive .
payments to alleviate the economic indicators X rate from 9% 0 13% 10
inancial strain on the outlined by the finance

economy. minister were foreign nce ezar also
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Soon Times Correspondent
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President Asif Al
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while PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif was represented by
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Nawaz Sharif files
plea for acquittal in
Toshakhana reference
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over the
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Lawyer raiz told the
court that President Zardari
Sharifand Yousuf Raza Gilani enjoved presidential immunity.
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ng the hearing, judge Nasir
Rana remarked that notices
issued to the parties on the plea
of acquittal. Upon this, the NAB
prosecutor said he would send
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The court has called arguments
on N.m az Shari
23.
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Pension reforms

Minister for Law and

Justice Azam Nazeer

Tarar on Tuesday said that
the government would
introduce pension
reforms to lessen the
burden on economy. The
structural reforms in the
institutions were part of
government’s agenda as
per the vision of the Prime

ister, he said, adding

in

stated

that political

that practical steps were

need of hour for economic

growth. The minister

this while

addressing a press
conference here. He said

and

economic stability were

terconnected, adding

that the Parliament should
also adopt the pension
reforms unanimously.

.H INVENTION AND ROLE OF Al

Attaullah Musakhel

Artificial intelligence (Al)isa
field that is always changing
and has big effects on many
areas, from finance to
entertainment. healthcare (o
transportation, and even from
video games to self-driving
cars. Al is used evervwhere,
The goal of artificial
intelligence (Al) is to give
computers a lot of
understanding. In 1956, the
Rockefeller Institute was the
first place to create artificial
intelligence. At the time. it
wasn'tl very advanced, but it
has grown and improved to
have greal features in this
modern age. Al's speech-to-
text creation and language
translation have had an impact
on our daily lives. Al has
ellects that are both good and
bad. People benefit from Al
because it makes their work
easier. For example. a photo
editor who once took 30
minutes 1o edit photos now
does it in seconds, Al can also
make any kind of movie you
ask for. There are also many
tools. like ChatGPT. that let us
give out tasks. Ii's also
possible to earn money with a
robot, and many people dojust
that. On the other hand. Al is
also bad because it makes
people lazy. Afer all. Al

shows how creative the human
mind is. A person can use Al to
do any work with just one
click. without having to think
or come up with ideas. This
means that people's creativity
and efficiency are slowly
going down. Deepfake is the
worst thing that Al can do. The
act of changing real movies
and pictures to make fake
content is illegal. This type of
technology poses a significant
risk to human safety. People
also use voice clones to create
fake sounds. which can
damage someone's reputation.
This technology targets
celebrities and their families.
There are two kinds of Al:
broad and specific. The way
General Ai thinks. cooks.
travels, eats, and does all kinds
of work is like the way a
person does all those things.
But a narrow Al can only do
one thing, For example. if we
download software to find
cancer in hospitals, it will only
find cancer percentages and
not do any other job. At the
moment. Narrow Al is
working on general Al
However. general Al will also
change in the future. Banks,
shopping malls. colleges, and
more are already using AL
indicating its readiness lo
replace human programming
jobs. In many countries. Al
creates traffic cameras that
kids use for school. Shortly.
robots in workplaces will
perform mundane tasks that
Al will evemally replace.

Al couldalsotake overalotol

white-collar jobs in
accounting. healthcare
marketing. law. calering. and
other fields. While Al can do
some of the things that humans
do. it may not be able to fully
replicate human judgment.
crealivity. and undersianding
in some situations. So. Al can
help people in some areas. but
it probably won't be able to do
evervihing humans can do. Al
has many perks. such as
making things more efTicient.
lowering costs. and finding
data. It can deal with huge
amounts of data. which helps
businesses make smarter
choices in many areas. People
and Al getalong well with each
other.

Artificial intelligence 1s like
vour best friend; it's always
there to help you remember
things like due dates or the best
music o listen to. Siri is a
virlual helper that Apple made.
If vou tell Siri to play a song.
she will. Siri is an Al-powered
voice-controlled helper that
works with Apple products.
Siri can also help you find the
perfect music for your mood.
The main point of this article,
though. is that Al can do things
that people can do. but it can't
do everything because humans
made AL not the other way
around. People can think,
work. and do anything they
want: they can also make new
things. Al does specilic tasks
exactly as programmed, but
shortly. it might be able 1o do
some jobs that people used 1o
do.

Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan H.E. Yerzhan Kistafin called on Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication
Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja in Islamabad on May 7, 2024,

The Parliament, he said,

had

legislation with regard to
tax collection. Now it was

an

admitted fact that only a government institution
country with economic across the board. Nothing

stability would progress,

he added.

said that a committee had

introduced first

internationally

The minister

implemented in every

proposals regarding it. He
said that the pension
reforms would be

view the different

was going on under the

carpet. he said, adding

that the decisions would

been formed on pension be shared with the public.

reforms which would
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by Dr. Saba Amwer

In the remote and rugged
terrain of Naani Mandar,
Baluchistan, a tragic incident
has sent shockwaves through
the conservation community.
The lifcless body of a rarc and
majestic white Farsi leopard
was discovered. its once
beautiful fur stripped from its
body. a cruel and senseless act
of illegal hunting. The white
lcopard, a creature of
breathtaking beauty and rarity,
was discovered lifeless in the
mountains of Baluchistan. Its
once magnificent fur, a source
of'envy and desire for poachers.
had been callously stripped
from its body. The sheer
brutality of its death speaks
volumes about the depths of
human depravity and the
disregard for the sanctity of
life.One of the most tragic
consequences of illegal hunting
in Pakistan is the deeline in the
population of endangered and
rare species. Take, for example,
the case of the Markhor.
Pakistan's national animal.
Once abundant in the
mountains of northern
Pakistan, the Markhor is now
on the verge of extinetion duc to
overhunting and habitat loss. In
2018, a report by the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF)
estimated that there were only
around 5.754 Markhor left in
wild.
continuing to decline.

the with numbers
Similarly. the Chinkara. a
species of gazelle native to
Pakistan, is also facing a steep
decline in numbers due to
hunting and habitat destruction.
In 2019,
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) listed the
Chinkara as a species of "least
concern.” indicating that it is at
risk of becoming endangered if
current trends continue. Despite
being protected under the law:
cases of peacock hunting
continue to be reported across
Pakistan, In 2020, for example.
a case of peacock hunting was

the International

The Tragedy of the White

Farsi Leopard

BT

reported in the Tharparkar
district of Sindh province
According to reports, poachers
had killed several peacocks for
their feathers and meat. leading
among
conservationists and coneerned

to oulrage

citizens. The killing of
peacocks for their feathers is
particularly disturbing. Despite
these challenges, there are
signs of hope for the future of
wildlife conservation in
Baluchistan. Non-
governmental organizations
such as the Baluchistan
Wildlife Conservation Society
are working to raise awarencss
about the importance of
protecting the provinee's
natural heritage. By engaging
with local communities.
conducting research. and
advocating for stronger
conservation policies, these
organizations are making a
difference in the fight to save
Baluchistan’s wildlife.In
Pakistan. weak hunting laws
have contributed to the decline
of several endangered species.
The penalties for illegal
hunting arc often minimal.
failing to serve as an effective
deterrent. Poachers caught in
the act are sometimes let off
with minor fines. encouraging
repeat  offenses. Despite  the
existence of wildlife protection
laws. cnforcement is often
lacking. This allows poachers
to operate with impunity,
contributing to the decline of
vulnerable species. Trophy
hunting permits are issued
without adequate consideration
for the long-term viability of
the species. This has led to
overhunting of species such as
the markhor. putting their
populations at risk. Weak

regulations create loopholes
that facilitate the illegal trade of
wildlife products. This includes
the trafficking of animal parts
such as skins. bones. and horns.
further endangering  already
threatened species. Addressing.
these weaknesses in hunting
legislation is crucial to
protecting Pakistan's rich
biodiversity and ensuring the
survival of its endangered
species.  Stronger  penalties.
improved enforcement. and
better regulation of trophy
hunting arc essential steps
towards preserving the
country's natural heritage.In
Pakistan, the practice of hunting
animals, both for sport and
profit. has reached alarming
levels. leading to a significant
decline purcbhred
populations, other
animals. including the Snow

in

Many

Leopard, Himalayan Brown
Bear. and Indus River Dolphin,
are also at risk due to hunting
and habitat loss. As purcbred
populations dwindle, the
genetic diversity of these
species is also reduced. making
them more susceptible to
discase and environmental
changes. This, in tum, has a
ripple effect on the entire
ecosystem, leading to further
declines in biodiversity and
ecosystem health It is time for
Pakistan to join the ranks of
progressive nations that have
banned hunting altogether,
Countries like Kenva,
Botswana. and India have
recognized the importance of
protecting their wildlife and
have implemented strict bans on
hunting. Pakistan must follow
suit and take a stand against the
senseless slaughter of its
precious natural heritage.
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Commissioner orders disconnection
of water & sewerage connections of
non-paying government offices

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargod!
Commissioner and Administrator
Municipal Corporation Muhammad
Ajmal Bhaui has given a one-week
warning to the revenue officials
making it clear that employees who do
not achieve the farget will not be
tolerated any more and will be sent
home. He has also ordered immediate
disconnection of water and sewerage
connections of non-paying government
offices. These orders were issucd by
himinthe conference roomof his office
on Tuesday ina meeting to review the

recovery of MC dues. Revenue stafl
nn:lurluu= chief officer and

units carrying oul commercial activities
without ization. He said that

officers participated in the meeting. The
Conunissioner said that the collection of
dues should be expedited and 100%
collection should be ensured by the end of
the current financial year. He directed to
send bills every month while taking notice
of sending water bills to consumers every
three months, He said that the e-payment
will also be provided soon along
with sending the bills 1o the customers
through the post office. He also ordered
the  building mspccmors to survey all

id liately scal

ial arcas and i 2

free IT and Al training is being conducted
forMC employees on 25th and 26th ef this
month. The employees should master
inform; n technology to improve their
performance. He said, work is also in
progress 1o start c-parking system on
important roads of the city. He
congratulated the Head of Planning

than the target. Da
sewerage. encroachment fines and map
fee so farwere presented in the meeting.

Saudi trade delegation’s visit significant
headway in bilateral ties: PM

B KSAdignitaries hailed preparedness and confidence exhibited hy
ialleral IIlIIIISII}rS ﬂllll officials, Shehbaz tells cahinet

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

icant milestone in strengthening
liu. ties between Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia

Chairing a federal cabinet meeting. the
prime

minister commended the

3 .md stafl’ for
ensuring the success of the Saudi
delegation’s visit, according 10 a press
sued by the PMOfllice.

During the meeting, Prime Minister
Shehbaz highlighted the positive

releas

id
federal

regarding the prey
exhibited by the
nd government team members,
He added such commendation bodes well
for the future of the country

Reflecting on his interactions with the Saudi
delegation during a dinner reception, the
prime minister expressed i

at the unprecedented
by the head of the Saudi delega
pledged to conve
pe knowledge the effort
cabinet members and government offici
whocontributed to the su the visit
The prime nunister shared that the head of
the Saudi delegation, acknowledging the

idence

sl 1 presence., e,

and follow-ups d
meetings. The Saudi delegation
tion with their v
promising new chapter ¥
development

In recognition of the collective cfforts,
Prime Minister Shehbaz congratulated the
cabinet members and federal seeretaries,
noting that the positive feedback from the
Sauch delegation brought joy not only to him
but to the entire nation.

During the meeting. the federal cabinet,
following the Ministry of Aviation's
recommendation. approved Air Sial's Mlight
operations ln Llnun.:ln S m»lmlm} China,

ion Poliey d Air Services
Agreement,

Furthermore, the cabinet endorsed the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding 1o establish a Jomnt Trade
Committee  between Pakistan and the
Kingdom of Colombia  Additionally, it
approved the transfer of the Directorate
el of Special Fducation from  the
v of
Profies 1
fied decisions
M projects
made in the Cabinet committee mecting
held on April 30, 2024

Regional passport offices in Lahore,
Karachi begin round-the-clock operations

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

In compliance with directives from the
Ministry of Interior. one passport office in
both Lahore and achi will operate
round the clock.

As per a notification issued by the
stry. the regional passport office in
Garden Town. Lahore. will remain open
to the public 24/7, while in Karachi, the
regional passport office at Awami Markaz
will be operational 24 hoursaday.
Services will be provided to the public in
threeshifts at these regional offices,
Interior Minister Mnllsin Nagvi on
Sunday announced via a social media
post on X that this initiative would make
access to passport office facilities easier
and more convenient for citizens at any
time.

Thunderstorms, duststorms

We have asked to form
an Election Commission to
conduct elections: Kapoor

SoonTimes Correspondent
Sargodha
Those claiming to hold clections by placing
boxes in Kachehri Bazar Chowk are running
away from the clections. We have asked
several times to form an Election
Commission to conduct clections in
Sargodha Chamber of Commerce. but our
opponents are not ready to agree. These
views were expressed by Nacem Kapoor,
the candidate for the President of Central
Association of Traders (Markazi Anjumanc
Tajiran). District Sargodha. He said that
elections are the need of the hour. Naeem
Kapoor said that there is only one question
by businessmen to them who went to .
participate in politics leaving the political party so they are now dreaming of
businessmen  helpless for their own taking revenge on the busincssmen. Traders
interests. They are not entertained by the arc now savvy and understand their moves
) - well.

We fully support the
press briefing of DG
ISRP: Chishti

Soon Tur “orrespondent

Nowshera Soon Sakesar

Religious, spiritual and political s
personality Abul Hamid Pir
Muhammad Ameer Sultan Chishti
has said ll| we fully support the
press bri
Ahmed

We strongly

forms of terrorism.

write and agitate

!
ideology of Pakis
said that our for

Islam forces. On this oceasion, he
directed the atiention of the ofT
and senior oflicers ol the state ir

the Afghans and said that

PTI founder declines to
meet Sher Afzal Marwat

Soon Times Correspondent

RAWALPINDI

The PTI founder declined to meet Sher
Afzal Marwat, as his name was not included
in the list of scheduled mectings provided
by the founder himself,

Tuesday's list of meetings was provided by
the PTI founder. who is currently
incarcerated in Adiala J
It's worth ment
is provided in ad:
PTl founderin,

Minister for intensifying
crackdown on overbilling,
power pilferage

Investigation Agency's (FIA) Lahore office to
review progress on action against overbilling
and electricity theft, the minister stated that
would be adopled

ey should be

itutions o

nce formeetings with the

underscored the need for impartial
officers who burden citizens
throughoverbilling.

He said it was preferable to provide relief to
electricity consumers incases of overbilling.
The minister ordered 1o continue the

SoonTimes Carrespondent
LAHORE

likely to hit 'upper parts of
country this weekend’

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Tuesday
issued orders for expediting erackdown on
ng and electricity thefit.

meeting at the Federal

crackdown on electricity thieves. directing
officials to take indiscriminate action against
government officials involved in clectricity
theft.

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

As many arcas experiencing extremely
hot weather conditions. upper parts of
the country are likely to receive rain-
dust storms and thunderstorms this
weekend under the influence of a
westerly  system  which is entering
western parts on May 10 and expected
to bring wet spells on May 11
(Saturday).

However, day temperatures would rise
duc 1o high pressure in the upper
aunosphere in most parts of the country,
particularly in the southern half of the
country, the Pakistan Metcorological
Department (PMD) said on Tuesday.
According 1o the weatherman,
continental air is prevailing over most
parts of the country while mainly hot
and dry weather is expected which
would increase mercury gradually in
plain arcas.

The highest mn\lmum tcmdpcralurc was
rccnrdcd in Jacobabad 46°C 5°C
in Mohenjo Daro and Dadu, v ::slcrd

A weather analyst also predicted the
prevalence of heatwave in the port city
for the entire week and temperature will
vary between 35°C and 37°C which
could further rise this weekend by

In the latest development. the PMD
released a province-wise weather
forecast today. predicting dust storms
and thunderstorms in upper parls
following a westerly wave likely 10
enter the country on May 10¢vening.
Balochistan

Day temperatures are likely 1o remain
3-5°C above normal from 8th to 10th
May. Rain-dust storms and
thunderstorms are expected in Quetta,
Zhob, Ziarat. Barkhan. Kalat. Khuzdar,
Qilla Saifullah, Kohlu and Mastung on
10th {evening/night) and 11th of llus
month. The same weather cond
are also expected in Kharan. Chag
Panjgur during the period.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Day temperatures are likely to remain
2-3°C above normal from 8thto 10th.

Rain-dust storms and thunderstorms are
expected in Chitral. Dir. Swal.
Abbottabad. Manschra. Haripur,
Kohistan. Shangla. Buncr. Malakand.
Waziristan, Kohat. Lakki Marwat.
Bannu. Dera Ismail Khan, Bajaur.
Mohmand. Karak. Khyber, Peshawar.
Charsadda, Nowshera, Swabi, Mardan
and Kurram from 10th (night) to 12th

Hailstorm is also expected at isolated
places during the period.

Gilgit Baltistan/Kashmir

Day temperatures are likely 1o remain
3-5°C above normal from 8th to 10th
May. Rain-wind and thunderstorm are
expected in Gilgit Baltistan's Diamir.
Astore, Ghizer. Skardu. Hunza, Gilgit.
Ghanche. Shigar.

Subscquently, in Kashmir, the same
weather conditions are predicted in

Neelum Valley. Muzaffarabad.
Rawalakot. Poonch. Hattian. Bagh.
Haveli, Sudhanoti. Kotli, Bhimber.

Mirpuron May 11and 12.

Hapless farmers still await govt
nod for wheat purchase

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

The government has failed to provide gunny
bags to farmers and purchase (heir wheat
evenafter more thantwo-week standofT.
The govermment had announced that it
would provide bardana (gunny bags) and
purchase wheat from 119.000 registered
farmers but the announcement could not be
materialised.

Sources said the farmers were forced to sell
off their produce at throwaway price
between Rs2.800 and Rs3.300 per maund
They said the flour millers were buying and
storing the wheat.

According to the government
announcement. the bardana distribution was
o on April 20 but the farmers are still
awaitingit

the government had not
TTCTS.

Food Minister Bilal Yasin said there was a
stock of 2.3 million metric tons of wheat in
Punjab which was enough for the whole ye
He said wheat was unnecessarily imported in
the interim sct-up. creating a crisis for the
farmers,




Israeli forces seize
Rafah border
crossing in Gaza,
putting cease-fire
talks on knife's edge

CAIRO
Israeli tanks seized control of G
vital Rafah border crossing on Tuesday
Isracl brushed off urgent warn
from close nd moved into
southern ¢ even as ¢

3 fire
negotiations with Hamas remained ona

¢ after hours of whiplash
n the Israel-t s war, with the
militant group on Monday saying it
cepted an Egyptian-Qatari mediated
cease-lire proposal. Isracl, however,
d the deal did not meet its core
demands
The high-stakes diploma @
military brinkmanship lefla glimmer off
hope alive — if only barely — for an
accord that could bring at lea
m the 7-month-old war that has
devastated the Gaza Strip.

India votes in
third phase of
elections as Modi
escalates rhetoric
against Muslims

ramping up
v incendiary
ted the Muslim

In recent campaign rallics. Modi has
called Muslims trators”™ and said
they “have too many children.” referring
ttrope that Mus|
dren with the aim of
outnumbering Hindus in India. He has

also accused the riv Ind

ng: “loot”
weallh from the cmmln s ]Imdus and

redistribute it among Muslims.

HRW: Israel attack on Lebanon
rescuers was 'unlawful'
it Putin begins his fifth term

as president, more in control
__ of Russia than ever

seven [irst responders
ttack on civ
hington to susg
I’rL dent Viadimir Putin began his fifth term at
%allu:mlg Kremlin inauguration Tuesday.
embarking on another si i}
| Russia afler destroying his political opponens,
launching a devastating war in Ukraine and
I concentrating all power inhis hands.
| At the ceremony inside the gilded Grand
| Kremlin Palace. Putin placed his hand on the
| Russian Constitution and vowed to defend itasa
. crowdof hand-pickeddignitaries looked on.
| “We are a united and great people and together
1 we will overcome all obstacles, realize all our
+ plans, together we will win.” Putin said after
carried | bel
|
I
|
|
|
I

I
|

srael-Lebanon border area has
d near-daily  exchang
een the Israch army and Hamas
ally Hezbollah since the Palestini
militant group ked southern |
on October 7 sparking war in Gaza,
i strike on an emergency and

“unlawful attack on
civilians that failed 1o take all
necessary precautions”, HRW said ina
statement.

and the longest-serving Kremlin leader since
Josef Stalin, Putin’s new tenn doesn’t expire
il 2030, when he will be constitutionally \
eligible to runagain
Ina heavily choreographed pecforma
was pictured in his office looking at his m pers |
before walking along the Kremlin's aﬂng‘
corridors, pausing at onc pmnl to look at a;
painting, onthe way to |
His guard of honor waited i the
for hours, in temperatures hovers
freezing, while Putin m..m the brief journey to - I
llu.(:rnnd Kremlin P:

out intentionally or recklessly, it | Since succceding President Boris Yeltsin in the
iz RO, I hours of 1099 Putin has transformed
should be mvestigated as an apparent ! Russia from a country emerging from economic
warerim added | collapse o a pariah state that threatens global
But at the time the military sa | secunty. Following the 2022 invasion ﬂl
target was "a military compoun Ukraine that has become Europe’s
(G fhe: btk I A Vaters ! confliet since World War I1. Russia has
5 D | heavily sanctioned by the West and is turning lo
terrorist operative” from Jamaa | other regimes like China, Iran and North Korea
s| Lebanese group close 1o ¢ for support
dother "terrorists” | Already in offiee for nearly a quarter-century

Ukraine foils
Russian
assassination
plot targeting
Zelensky

Web Desk
Ukrame on
detaned two Ukraiman s
mvolved in a plot coordin
1o ate senior Ukraimian off
includi Voledyvmyr Zelensky.
Two colonel he State Guard of
Ukraine, which protects top offici
were del
the plan drawn up b
Security Service, a statement said. The
colonels were recruited before Russia’s
Tull-seale invasion of Ukraine in February
2022, according to the statement

1t quoted the head of the
Service, Vasyl Maliuk, as saving the plul
foresaw an attack ahead of Russian
President Viadimir Putin’s inauguration
for a fifth term Tuesday. Maliuk said he
oversaw the top-secret operation to track
theplot

Zelensky has been targeted by Russia on
multiple o including at the
beginning of the Russian invasion in
February 2022, aceording 1o Kyiv.

In the lates!

sday announced that it had

s10n5,

security off|
to identify individu
seeurity  detmil who could take the
Ukramian l a

The two Ukrainian colonels were arrested
on suspicion of treason, which carries a
life sentence, the statement said

Polish and Ukrainian prosecutors
announced last month they had detained a
man suspected of aiding o Russis
assassination plot on Zelensky.

Last August, the SBU said a woman had
been amrested over a plot 1o kill the
Ukrainian leader by trying 10 uncover
details of his movements outside Kyiv.
Related Topics

Zelensky's

Babar Azam on verge of surpassing Virat
Kohh Rohit Sharma in T20I cricket

g o

Sports Desk Indian duo
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam is on  abar necds only 151 runs to cqual
the verge of achieving another . whe

‘milestone in T201 ericket, which will
elp him surpass India’s Virat Kohli
and Rohit $harma

arlicr today. the Pak
for Dublin. Ireland. from Lahore via

ently 3.82 « i
Ill:::ilr- ""L"_“_'"Ei l"‘l‘.'d-g-.‘“t.ulu “:. 1 team will play three T201s
201 cricketand is third on the listof {1 followed by four in
i the shortest format of nd. Afler the England se

et Pakistan will leave for the United
ure in the T20 World
er squad, which
for Ircland and

Virat Kohli: 4.037 (109 inning
Rohit Sharma: 3.974(143)
Babar Azam: 3.823(107)

Lup 2024 afer the first T201 against

this month, which provides a
England on May 22.

v for Babar

Nadia Afgan,
Behroze Sabzwari
stress quality
showbiz

and Nadia
the need for

n showbiz,
acti

expectations,” he said
lizhted the significance of ed
developin
country

Nadia Alg
practice are essential for success.

unaware of th

he did not think
and standards off

s are subpar,
ng for actors to meet

cation in
basie ethies, which is lacking inthe

MLS must attract best
players to grow: Infantino

1 Monday
0 nore top

n order to boost the profile of the sport in

lln United State:

Infanting, speakin

licrlm
time  Champions

"I told them you have to be a bit more bold, a bit the Spasiond ohos
mstead,

the Milken
n the best
gning of to relax those rules in order o enable clubs to L

ofother  moretoplalent.

Suarez and S Infantino said br intop talent would ultimately
nd for top reap dividendsat grass roots level in North Ameri
“Is F lI A chiel’ alluded to the oung p];m_-m to believe they could
record 65,612 crowd who flocked to the New
il Revolution's recent home game ag
i at Gillette Stadium, home of the NF|
igland Patriots
i effect' il we want lo ca

B
Infantino wd Inter Mmml
il the club's
uch as |

plavers.”
Lionel Messi. a
big-na

et progress to Wembley, the
their famous vietory

Borussia Dortmund m 2013

"For thr. weneed to s because we
want o show to the kids who play soccer when they
are at school or when they are very young, that there
path in soceer to glory to become one of these
\\nrld stars,

ppointing season
Kane. famou:

3 mean that tleams
are unable 1o spend freely when it comes to signing
topplayers. However theleague has faced growing

id swirling

p fornext season, with reports
emerging on Monday that Julen

with
i West Ham

said he told ML at bringing in
¢ old " SN Lopetegui became the latest to
the world's best players would take football 1o the
: knock ¢ German gian
nextlevel

Bayem drew 2-2 at home against
Real in the first leg and needa win to
of
over nvals

With Dortmund 1-0 up heading to

Skl org, oule change b6
rative surrounding  Bayern's

v still without a team
trophy despite a decade collecting

banking on Kane and
victory to change the
narrative

individual honours, left Totten|

for the stability of serial winn
ay ern last summer.

tumbles and Bayer

kusen's incredible unbeaten

on under Xabi Alonso ended

15" 1 1-year Bundesliga

ern's climination in the
Cup at the hands of third-
division  Saarbruecken with
Kane on the bench throu,
meant that the Ch:
as their only chance of a trophy
this season

While that looked unlikely when
Bayern lost 1-0 at Lazio in the last
16 first leg -~ with coach Thomas
Tuchel agreeing to leave the club
Just day er - the German
behemoth > just one win away
from a 12th Champions League
final

But while the club and their
hicrarchy continue to suller from
sell-inflicted wounds on and ofl
the piteh, Kane is reliably carrying
them to within touching distance
of a Wembley returnand a possible
seventh crown,
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