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Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

LHC seeks reply from
Punjab govt on plea
challenging wheat
procurement policy

g
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LAHORE
Web Desk
he Lahore Ilu,h Court EI HC)
on Tu g
the P gove
ofliers on a petition challenging
the minimum support price and
procurement policy for wheat
May
e division bench comprising
e Ali Bagar Najafi and
¢ Anwaarul Hag Pannun
hnrd the petition [filed by

leIlmIlu counsel Bilal Ahmad.

!
2024 and proc
2024 for whe,

was in violation
9. 14 and 24 of the

that the minimum
».ll]lpurl price of wheat for the
¥ 3-2024 was fixed at Rs
So0 perdike

eferred 1o a report of the

sm a prmwltd }‘nld of
maunds per acre.

Pakistan, Qatar agree
to further solidify
parliamentary
relations

ing fratemal bond
l'akm.m and Qatar

|I1ruul,h L‘\pandmu

besides decpe

socio-cconomic seetors

He expressed th views in
his meeting with Ambassa

of Qatar Al Mubarak Al I
Al-Khater whe called on him
at Parliament House

Talking to the Amb
speaker remarked,
cherishes its historic brotherly
relations with Qatar and
desires them to take up to new
heights through bolstering
parliamentary coop i
expanding economic 1
1\lrlhurm«' people-to-people
contacts n the
of both the

Referring o the parli

inments of both countries,
ker noted
“Parliamentary diplomac;
quintessential in bringing two
s closer which are
ady tied in eternal
tousand historic bonds™.
He said that the Pak-Qatar
[riendship group in the
Assembly of
an would he fully
activated to bring Parliaments
and people of both the
countries closer.
During the meeting. he also
mentioned the invitation
extended to the Speaker of the
Shura Council of the State of
Qatar.
Expressing

his satisfaction
over the economic
cooperation between
Pakistan and Qatar, the
speaker said that investors
from Qatar could benefit from
investment opportunities in
Pakistan by investing in
various sectors especially the
and

collaboration between the

seclors,
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adh: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sh

departs of Pakistan after particip:

in a special meeting of the World Economiic Forum,

Real success lies in getting rid of debt, says
PM after IMF's approval of $1.1bn tranche

Fawad Chaudhry
denies quitting PTI

Soon Times Correspondent
Isla d
A day afier the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) approved
the last tranche of $1.1 billion for
Pakistan under the S3 billion

md By

xeculive Board completed the

d al review of
onomic reform
pported by the

Pakistan's ¢
programme

A
The Board’s decision allows for
an li t of

that the
lies in getting rid of the

"Real suecess lies in getting rid of’
the debt and not securing
[another] loan [tranhec).” PM
Shehbaz said while expressing
satisfaction over the approval of
tranche by the
ton-based lender which
a ed $1.9 billion

to I‘Jhmnumlnr theagreement
Lauding the Fin: team,
including Finance Minister
angzeb for their
. the prime minister said
that the $1.1 InH n tranche will

e stability™.
noted that the
bitter and

the third
Washir

The premier
government
I\m;.h d;-;mm coneerming lIu.

made

improved and stabilised
cconomicindicators.

lis remarks come after IMF

SDR %28 million (around $1.1
bringing total
the
25¢

billion).
disbursements under
a ement to SDR 2
billion (about $3 billion;
IMF smd inan official statement
Underscoring positive
dnl.l(splm.ut n l||\. mumr\'-.

Chair  Antoinette a_\cll puinlcii
out moderate  growth
external pressures, a decline in
inflation and called onIslamabad
to capitalise on this har
stability. persevering — beyond
the current arrangs with
sound macroeconomic policies

inclusive
le growth

Itis 1o be noted that Pakistan has
made a formal request to the IMF

Soon TimesC (}nup(\lldcul
RAWALPIND

Former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry Tuesday
e ting ways with

reck ¢ Insaf

ng that those
mething retum

comments
ponding to a
a media talk
within the premises of an anti-
terrorism courl in
Rawalpindi

Former PT1 chief w Iup

The politi
came while re:

former

number of
incumbent party e

charges over the in
May 9, 2023, during which
military installations were
attacked by the Imran Khan-
led workers and
supporters,

Fawad also told journalists he
appeared before the court in

ing to May 9's
ents, highlighting
.limm H\lnl_ through a
nd the need
"bitterness” 1o fade

lu] lhc

l‘omunb towards the pe
his statement on the try
that he

\u.ul

politician said he is y
his side of the story
regards 1o what happéned in
the ke of the May 9
He added that’ the
those who
on have

Bushra Bibi

wasn't given

poison, rules
IHC

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
slamabad High Court (IHC)
observed that former
wasn'l

Aurangzeb of THC conducted the
hearing on the petition of Bushra
Bibi.w ;1; of| E’I T founder.

“W us of Bushra
Bibi’s m :Iw‘\l’]::sichH
the judge asked

Public prosecutor Abdul Rehman
told the court that Bushra Bibi
underwent with medieal tests
from Al Shifa hospital under the
supervisionof DrAsim Yousal.

Opposition
leader raps
govt for arrest
of wheat
farmers

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE
Leader of uppmmms in the
As: Ahmed
TikTok
ed to address
at procurement”
The Sunmi Ittehad Council leader
said the mmm were facing

said the prime minister had
pledged to buy 1.8 million tons
hicat but PASSCO had not

1
ullu‘r\

will become ]m\\ulul ll
iament becomes strong. as the
.supmm Count resumed the suo

muln case on the Islamabad

molu hearing pertaining &

8 -=| the \ltu
High

Court (IHC) judges’ letter 1
agencies meddling in judicial matters
The bes
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice
Mandokhel, J
Justice. Musar
Nacem AkhtarAlghan

Unless parliament is strong, others
will become powerful: CJP Isa
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foreign
erves for the
week ending on May 3.

$
$7081 billion in the week
ending on April 19 beeause ki
debt g

forcign
reserves fell by $93 mi
281 Dbillion

SBP receives
$1.1 billion IMF
tranche amid
high hopes of

reserves of commerci
banks also decreased by
million to 85299 billion, as
perthe SBP.

An oflicial statement mm.:!
by the IMF late Mong

the

v
bo.lrd
mpleted the se a
review of Pal
ceconomic reform
programme supported by
lhu

“The board’s decision
allows for an immediate
disbursement of SDR 828
million (around S1.1
billion). bringing total
disbursements  under the

third and last
3 billion SBA
IMF, which

with the

de
Washington-based lender
ho the 9-month SBA,
The ed by the exceulive
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KoFHA viable authority

Rangers/Police picket for the
purpose. He said that
according to the current laws,
fishermen can go up to 12

KoFHA. MD Korangi
Fisheries Harbour Authority
Rear Admiral Shahid Ahmed
briefed the minister regarding

easily at the jetty, Floating Pier
is needed while the auction hall
will be made as per
international standards, the

Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
on Tuesday directed the
Korangi Fisheries Harbour

Authority for taking steps to
increase its revenue and make
it a viable authority.
federal
directive during his visit to
Korangi Fisheries Harbour
Authority.
Maritime Affairs Iram Anjum
Khan and other officers were
also present on this occasion.
The federal
warmly received by the
Managing Director Korangi
Fisheries Harbour Authority
Rear Admiral Shahid Ahmed
SI (M) on arrival at the

Thrilling tradition of
kite flying in Pakistan

-~

Basant Festival or Kite Flying
Festival is better when it is
limited to the festival and the
festival sanctions many things.
Pakistan celebrates  Basant
Festival in January. It's time for
spring 1o come and winter (o go.
It would have been better if the
festival had been limited to
celebrations and  celebrations
with various meanings, butit has
lost the problem of the

day where it reveals all the
negative aspects of the above
mentioned. Itis accepted that this
postEid celebration is a place of
happiness. but this happiness
should not be so expensive that it
costs lives, The first reason why
kites are completely banned is the
use of twine and rope made of
sharp glass and metal. The sharp
slassinfused twine is also a
deadly weapon and can casily
cut the throat if' it touches any part
of the neck. Many accidents
result in serious injury or death.
During this period. we should
think about what we have
experienced and how much

The
minister issued this
p!

Secretary

minister was

im

damage

we have done to our holiday,
which spreads joy and renews the
spirit of friendship. It would have
been better if the festival had been
limited to  celebrations and
celebrations with various
meanings. but it has lost the
problem of the day where it
reveals all the negative aspects of
the above mentioned.

After the deaths due to chemical
poisoning in Sargodha and
Faisalabad on March 23. the
Pakistani government started
taking strict measures against kite
Mying across the country. The
Punjab and Sindh government

have issued strict orders banning
the sale and purchase of twinc
rope. Punjab Chicf Minister spoke
about the law and order situation
in  the state and called for
crackdown on buying and selling
of problematic ropes. Following
recent disturbing events.
authoritics took swift action. The
most horrific incident took place
in Faisalabad: 22vcarold Asil
Ashfaq died from heavy blood

ongoing, proposed as well as
future projects of the authority.
Rear Admiral Shahid Ahmed
informed the minister that a

roposal for the formation of

Korangi Fisheries Harbor
Authority Board has already Food Factories” which will
increase revenue of the
Rear admiral
Shahid Ahmed informed that a
boundary wall will also be
constructed outside of the
authority to make it more
secure while provincial

been forwarded to the Prime
Minister so that the authority
could be
functional.

floating piers would be

made more
He said that

ported to expand the jetty,

which will increase the income
of the authority.
to facilitate small boats to reach

In order

loss afier his throat was cut with
a kite string while riding a
moloreycle on March 22,
Security camera footage of the
incident shows the injured
person falling off the
motorcycle. The CM asked the
police and municipal authorities
totake

strict action against companies
producing glasscovered music.
Last month. two pcople.
including a child, died as a result
of kite Mying in Punjab, and two
people died as a result of clectric
shock. The government has
decided to conduct a dooriodoor
awareness campaign to stop kite
flving. Despite the complete ban
on kite flying during Basant
celebrations this vear. business
owner's preparations to defy this
ban are in full swing in
Rawalpindi. It is important that
by promoting safety measures in
Pakistan and following the rules
regarding the risks associated
with glasscovered ropes. we can
reduce the negative impact and
contrel it so that evervone can
enjoy asafe environment.

A delegation from the Implementation Minority Rights Forum (IMRF) and the Chri

e )
ian Lawyers Association Pakistan (CLA) had a

meeting with Federal Minister for Law and Justice sanator Azam Nazeer Tarar today on 30th April 2024.

minister was told in
briefing.
minister was informed
KoFHA has also planned
lease out its 24 acres land for

years for establishing "Sea

authority.

government will b

approached for set up of the

I Mushtague Ahmed Rahu I

On April 28, 2024,
the death anniversary of Ali
Muhammad Rahu, a
distinguished scholar, a well-
known writer and translator of
Sindh, was commemorated by
Dawn Study Circle Daulatpur,
DistrictShaheed
Benazirabad/Nawab Shah.

It was presided over by Dr.
Ghulam Sarwar Khaskheli.
While Prof. Dr. Bashir Ahmed
Memon (QUEST Nawab
Shah), Prof, Irshad Ali Otho
(Principal GBDC Daulat Pur),
Prof. Shahnawaz
Unar(Principal GIBCE Kazi
Ahmed), Mushtaque Ahmed
Rahu, Rasool Bux Scomro,
Muhammad Hanif Scomro,
Muhammad Ramzan Buriro,
Sikander Ali Langah, Abid Ali
Rahu, Madad Ali Pali, Ghulam
Muhammad Langah, Ali
Akbar Kako, Khalid Hussain
Rahu, Dr.
Mithal Jiskani and members of
Dawn Study Circle Daulatpur

Saleem Unar,

CONTACTUS [ 4
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www.SoonTimes.pk

Mr. Gulab Unar Secretary
Dawn study circle and Abdul
Haleem Dahri participated as
guests of honor.

The program started with the
recitation of the Holy Quran,
which was said by Kamal
Otho, the
President of Dawn Study
Circle prof. Irshad Ali Otho,
welcomed all the guests and
said that Ali Muhammad
Rahuwasa great writer.the
vouth needed to be
enlightened about his
knowledge and wisdom. Ali
Muhammad Rahu wrote and

after which

translated many books and
published almost all books in
his handwriting. Currently, we

are trying to collect and
publish his unpublished
material and to reach the
common readers.

After that, the General

The federal

the

nautical miles in the sea, and
now, a license will be issued

hat  which will allow fishermen to
to  goin the sea up to 200 nautical
30 miles and for this, discussion

was underway.
minister assured

Authority.

with the Sindh government
The federal

that

government will soon
constitute a Board for the
Korangi Fisheries Harbour
He asked the
authority management for
taking stringent measures to

e generate more revenue and

Secretary of Dawn Study
Circle, Mr. Gulab Khan Unar
shared his thoughts and said
that Al
work is our intellectual
Asset;He served the Sindhi
language by writing and

Muhammad Rahu's

translating various books on
religion and history.

Madad Ali Pali said that Ali
Muhammad Rahu got his
basic education from
Daulatpur. After this, he
received training from famous
teachers of Sindh. I was very
close to him and seeing his
handwriting, 1 could not
believe that such beautiful
letters could be written by
hand.

Writer Ramzan Buriro said
that there is a dire need to
digitize Ali Muhammad
Rahu's academic work so that
the next generation can get
acquainted with his work.
Abid Ali Rahu said that T am
ready for all possible help in
digitizing the work done by
Ali Muhammad Rahu free of
cost. Any book being digitized
will be preserved forever and
easily accessible to many
hands.

MithalJiskani said that Al
Muhammad Rahu gave us
Sindhi language with
important translations, he also
enlightened us with real
religious thought and did
important work on Islamic
history and Sufism.

Writer Muhammad Hanif
Soomro said that Ali
Muhammad Rahu had a large
circle of friends. Researching
him will give vou a lot of
information. He was very
active in Karachi. His circle of
friends was also wide.

Rasool Bux Soomro says that
he wasa scholar who had an
eye on his future time, so he
offered a broad perspective on
the education and training of
his time. We must remember
such types of characters.
Professor Dr. Bashir Ahmed
Memon said that people
associated with Education and
literature are our assets.
Preserving Ali Muhammad
Rahu's accomplishments is the
most important need of the
time.

After that, Ali Muhammad
Rahu's nephew Mushtaque
Ahmed Rahu said that he
rarely met his uncle. Because
he used to live in Karachi and

make the authority viable.

5"Death Anniversary of Al Muhammad Rahu

Muitifaceted Author and Translator

after that, he settled in
America. After seeing his
scholarly work, 1 wanted to
collect his work and publish it
in book form, My work in this
regard is ongoing. It i1s a matter
of great happiness for me that
Dawn Study Circle organized
this anniversary program to
introduce the youth about Ali
Muhammad Rahu.

Sikandar Ali Langah expressed
his thoughts and said that Ali
Muhammad Rahu was very
close to me. He used to write
different copies of books with
his handwriting and give them
as gifts to his friends. He has
kept his various unpublished
books and diaries. On that
occasion, He said that I would
give the book to my friends for
printing on the condition that
they would photocopy the book
and return the original
manuscript in a few days.
Sikandar Langah also said that
in the future there will be a big
program about Ali Muhammad
Rahu at the Sindh level,
Different scholars will be
called to talk about Ali
Muhammad Rahu's life and the
work He has done.n the
program, he handed over Ali
Muhammad Rahu's diary to
Mushtaque Ahmad Rahu for
publication.

In the last,while delivering the
presidential speech of the
programDr.  Ghulam Sarwar
Khaskheli said that Ali
Muhammad Rahu was a great
scholar. He was proficient m 5
different languages including
English, Sindhi, Urdu, Arabic,
and Persian at the same time.
The first translation of Nahaj-
ul-Balaghah in Sindhi
language was done by Ali
Muhammad Rahu. He also
translated "Sarmad Shaheed,
Humanity at the Door of Death,
Seerat Nabi" and many other
books. We have a dire need to
expose such diamonds to the
youth.

At the end of the program, Dr.
Saleem Ahmed thanked the
guests.Ghulam Mustafa Lakho
performed media duties in the
program.Laraib Buriro and
Saqi Mazhar Khaskheli
presented songs. The program
was moderated by Aakash
Saleem Unar.

In this Program, Published and
unpublished books of Ali
Muhammad Rahu were also
shown to the Audiences.




Chief Minister Sindh with chairman

TMC Sohrab Goth Town inaugurated Anti
Polio campaign in Sohrab Goth Town

The aim of the Anti-Polio campaign is to protect children from this deadly disease: Lala Abdul Rahim

Karac!
Chairman

Solrab Goth Town Lala
rated the anti-polio
On this occasion. Health
nister Dr. Azma Pechuho, Director
Health Services. DG People's Public

Health Init €. Anti-Polio Campaign
and other relevant officers were also
present with him. Talking about the
inaugural program of the Anti-Polio
campaign. Chairman Town sa
welcome the government's ati
the health oIlhcciuIdrencf{hcluu n.The

aim of the anti-polio campaign is to
protect children from this deadly
discase which causes disability in
children, In this regard. vigorous
n ires are being taken to administer
polio drops to every student up to the
age of 05 years inall the schools of the
town. Instructing administration, he
said that full cooperation should be
given to the representatives of the
health depariment. On the other hand.
Ie encouraged the UC Medical Officer
regarding polio and said that the polio
workers represent the government and
are rendering their services for a better
causc. He appealed to the parents to get
their children vaccinated against polio
1o proteet them from life-long
disability.

Syed Kausar Abbas met with hostility,Family
members demand justice from authorities

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad:

Syed Kausar Abbas. a 27-year-old
vouth from Meetha Khan, a suburb of
Kohat, who left home for work. but
instead of being supporied by his
parents, the dead body of the young
man returned wrapped in a shroud,
Rawalpindi Police arrested the
accused. After big revelations, father
Amir Jan and brother Hasan Jan along
with a few facilitators were found

involved in the murder. The accused tried
1o pressurize and bribe the police Tl\mu"h

Jan and brother Hasan Jan
due to personal enmity on
12 Scpl:mbcr 2022. He
used 1o work in his taxi in
Rawalpindi. The police
have arrested one of the
mainaccused of the murder.
Mossadeq son of Amir Jan,
while flecing abroad from
Peshawar Airport.  While
the two named accused in
the FIR are still missing.
Some political figures of
the area are supporting and facilitating the
accused. Mossadeq has d his

political influence. Syed Mol

Naseer. a resident of Kohat. hnsdcm.mdcd
from the Federal Home Minister. 1G
Punjab. DPO. CPO Rawalpindi to arrest
the named accused and 1l ilitators in
FIR 221181 murder of his son Sved
Kausar Abbas. Talking to the media. the
Tather ol the deceased said that hissonwas
killed by the accused Mossadeq son of
Amir Jan on the orders of his father Amir

crime and admitted that he had killed Syed
Kausar Abbas. He Killed his father Amir
Jan and his brother Hasan Jan residing in
the UAE because carlier the deccased
Syed Kausar Abbas and the aceused Hasan
Jan used to do joint business in the UAE
but later due to mutual differences and
disputes Sved Kausar Abbas had ended the
business with the accused.

PTI infighting comes to end as
Sher Afzal Marwat nominated
for PAC chairman slot

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad:

Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali Khan on
Tuesday announced that his parnty has
finalised Sher Afzal Manwat's name for
the slot of all-powerful Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) chairman,
ending the infighting inthe ranks of the

During his interaction with journalists
in Rawalpindi. the PTI chairman said:
“All disputes are over [now] as the
parly has picked the name of Marwat
fortheslot.”

Last week. PTI
Secretary
General and
Leader of the
Opposition in
the National
Assembly
Omar Ayub
Khan said that
Manwat should
be the
chairman of
PAC as he was
named by the
party’s founder. Earlier names of Hamid
Khanand Hamid Raza of the Sunni Itehad
Council (SIC) made headlines in the
media forthe PAC 1opslot,

Earlier. in what was seen as a dramatic
move, senior party leader Latif Khosa
declared that PTI had decided to appoint
senior leader Hamid Khan as the chairman
of the PAC.

Categorically rejecting the media reports
claiming PTI formed a commitice to hold
talks with the military  establishment.
Gohar said: “Neither we have backdoor
contacts nor intalks withanyone.”

According to media reports, the PTI
formed three-member committee
comprising KP Chiel Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur, Omar Ayub and Shibli Faraz to
hold dialogue with the military

a programme Naya
r leader Shehryar
Afridi last week claimed that his party
would hold "dialogues with the Chief of
Amy Stafl (COAS) and the Director
General of the Inter-Services Intelligence
(DG ISI) soon" instead of talking to
"rejected people” who reached parliament
via"Form 47",

Responding to another question. the PTI
chairman said that they were in contact
with Jamiat Ulema-c-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman, once
Imran’s political foe. in connection with
the anti-government protests.

Relations between the PTI and the JUI-F
significantly improved after both erllcs
found “ideological coordi on
following the February 8 “rigged” general
clections,

“We will talk to everyone except the

MQM-P. PPPand PML-N."

Ms. Jo Moir, Development Director, British High Commission, Pakistan :all‘s on the Federal N‘!Inlsler for Economic Affairs,
Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema on 30th April, 2024.

Two dead 1ght
injured in Karachi's
gas cylinder blast

Soon Times Correspondent

Karachi

Al least two people were Killed and eight
others were injured after a gas cylinder
exploded in Karachi's New Challi area on
Tuesday.

As per the details, the blast occurred whena
evlinder exploded in a shop located in the
gencrator market which then resulted in a
blaze.

The sheer force of the blast caused the goods
inside the shop to scatter out on the street.
Rescue teams have reached the incident site
and have confirmed one fatality and six
injuries inthe incident.

Commenting on the incident, SSP City said
that the roof of the affected shop collapsed
due to the blast and that a scarchis undenway
after witnesses said that a person was still

buried under the debris.

Furthermore. the police official revealed
that the bomb disposal squad has been
called for further investigation.

The incident comes as gas cylinders.
whether used for commercial purposes or
for domestic use. arc quite pronc o
explosions for various reasons such as low
quality cylinders. failure to adhere to
necessary standard operating procedures
(SOPs) while refilling ete.

In December 2023, at least three people
were killed and 17 others were wounded
afteratwo-storey building collapsed due to
a gas cylinder blast in Karachi's Machar
Colony.

The blast took place in a gas cylinder shop
during transfer of gas in the shop as a
vehicle loaded with gas cylinders came to
supply gas

Sukkur: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi listening to the issues of special citizens
during his visit to Sukkur on the occasion of inspection of NADRA Center on April 30, 2024,

Maryam-led Punjab govt
renews order for 'one-dish'
policy in weddmg events

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE:
The Punjab govermment has ordered strict
implementation of the ‘one-dish rule' in
wedding events — which promotes
aunsterity and disconrages exl e trends
amongcitizens.
A set of decisions was taken in the
provincial cabinet session chaired
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz on
Tuesday. The provincial chief exccutive
approved restoring [ree-of-cost medicines
for cancer paticnts. Other decisions include
approval 1o lllc issuance of Kisan Cards,
for wheat p
cash subsidy to small farmers, a dl“llal
system for monitoring the prosecutor
department’s performance and increasing
standards of the first information report
(FIR).
CM Marvam also ordered to strict
implementation of the one-dish rile at
wedding parties.
The law was takeninto effect foryears in the
province to discourage the exhibition of

money among citizens, specifi A
reducing the burden of expensive wedding

feasts on deserving familics who were
foreed to follow the trend despite facing
financial challenges.

these / law by
showering local and foreign currencies. as
well as serving lavish and expensive meals
1o the guests.

id 1o conserve enmergy amid the
worsening power crisis, the federal cabinet
also decided in 2022 1o impose a ban on
wedding functions after 10pm in Islamabad,

At least 143 Kkilled in

unusually heavy April rains

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

At least 143 people died in Pakistan from
lightning strikes and other storm-related
incidents in April. with the country
receiving more than twice as much rain as
usual for the month. officials said on
Tuesday.

April brought flash floods. landslides and
inclement weather that caused houses 1o
collapse in some areas and destroyed crops
inothers.

Pakistan saw a rainfall "increase of 164 per
cent above the normal levels in April. which
is very unusual”, said Zaheer Ahmad Babar,
spokespersen for the Pakistan
Meteorological Departiment.

"We've observed these eratic weather
patterns as a direct result of climate
change.” he told AFP,

Pakistan is increasingly vulncrable 1o
unpredictable weather. well as often-
destructive monsoon rains that usually
armveinJuly.

The largest death toll for April was in
Khyber-Pakhunklwa, where 83 people
died. including 38 children. and where
more than 3.500 homes have been
damaged.

“The fatalities resulted from roof collapse
and landslide incidents.” Anwar Shahzad,
spokesman for the provinee's disaster
management authority.




India announce
Rohit Sharma-
led squad for
T20 World Cup
2024

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) announced the squad for
) World Cup 2024, which is set
to take place in the United States and
West Indies from June 2
The squad will be led by Rohit
Sharma with Hardik Pandya his
deputy
Yuzvendra Chahal has been picked
after impressing in the IPL. along
with fellow spinners Kuldeep Yadav.
nd Axar P;
Meanwhile. the pace attack includes
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Sirajand
Arshdeep Singh with Pandva and
Dube also available as seam-bowling
npllnm
Sanju Samson and Rishabh Pant arc
the two wicketkeepers m the Indian

Hardik
ce-Captain).  Yashasvi
. Virat Kohli, Suryakum
Yadav, Rishabh Pant (wk). Sanju
Samson (wk), Shivam Dube,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammad

NFL‘s Travns
Kelce signs $34m
extension
agreement with
Kansas City

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis
Kelee has signed a two-year contract
extension, ording to an
anenymous source who spoke to USA

According to the report, the deal i
worth $34.25 million and mal
Kelee, 34, the highest-pad tightend in
the National Football League (NI'L),
The extension also means that the
Chiefs star will remain in Kansas City
until the end of the 2027 season.

Kelee has been the top pass catcher for
Kansas City since he was drafled by
the club mn 2013 and 1s widely
regarded as one of the best tight ends
inthe NF
The nine-time Pro Bowler ha
a pass in 158 consecutive games,
longest streak in franchise history.
Last season. he led the Chiefs in
targets (121), catches (93) and
receiving vards (984).

Additionally, his performance was
instrumental during Kansas City's
Super Bowl 38 victory

Elon Musk
becomes Swiftie
after Taylor
Swift's new
album

ift has a massive fanb
wifties and Elon Musk mi;
be the new member of the stan group
after the global icon's album The
Tortured Poets Department swept the
cne.

ng to his platform X. the mult-
billionaire made sure not to sound like a
I nol quite the target
nonetheless very

His comments come on the Grammy
winner's that saw her paying
tributes to her fans for making the album
tophit

"Youve outdone yourselves. is
unbelievable,” the 3d-vear-old penned
by sharing a Billb 1
celebrated her album's groundbi
success.

The outlet states. that Taylor is "the first
artist in history to occupy the entire top
14 spots of the Hot 100 simultancously™

ing

of

share part of her re-recorded version off
1989 "music or coneert videos directly

French charity boycotts Olympic
torch relay over Coca-Cola

The Olympics are set to start on July 26 and run until August 11, followed by the Paralympics from August 28-September 8.

.._.,—._._.__...—,__.—_...—.—__..—I

| charity said it had tumed down the chance
Olvmpics over the

nmjurspulmm.
. an NGO in Marseille which specialises in
ceived funding from the 2024 Pans Olympics
forits work ing school clildren,

announced on Monday it would not take part in the torch
which will begin in Marseille on May anks in part ta
financing from premium Oly ola,

"We are not going to carry a flame which is paid for by the same
people who make us bend over” the founder of Clean My
.\uqlm Eric Akopian, mk(AI P

up in 2017 the or

s clean beaches around

most polluting (companies)
nd cans some ul the products found

in the world”, with its bottl

T

| Pro-Palestinian protesters | | s
occupy building at
Columbia University

Web Desk
Pro-Palestinian
protesters al Columbi
Jniversity were
e a lmlldm;; on
ork  Cily

Ticials limiled access
to students who live
there and essential
employees
The protesters who were

most [requently during th tv's bea

Inavideo m . he said ll\corg sation had
deeided 1t was ase” with the commercial aspects of the
Olympies, although he stressed they had "nothing against sports or
the athletes
Akopian noted the

oodies” linked to

s production of so-called *
5 u.h.b. h.\ rings. p-.nc-ur m;

s
soing to find them on

;! hs. Iold/\l P.

v up to 150,000 people are set to gather in
which will see the Olympic
 the country's ove
n

flame carried through mainland France
termtoriesin the bean and Indian Oc:

4 s 1o the

A Hamilton Hall displayed Imnnnn from a window reading
"Inulad.n the Arabic word for an upri
\‘idco llk, school said in an early mmmng notice that
campus has been limited to

CNN reported

%ll\duntﬁ T
viding essential se:

inding. "

ing in residential buldings on campus and emplovees

cess restriction will remain in place until circumstance:
t said. "The safety of
amount. We thank you for your pat

ry single member of this

2 pro-Palestinian student activ
p on the New Yo

antle a protest 3y
a stalemate in talks

campus 1L‘lcr the Tvy League school declare
I ku\gwendlhud\.molhlnunn

S ——— |

Exclusive: Gaza
hospital staff
questioned by

ICC war crimes

prosecutors

THEHAGUE

Prosecutors from the International
Criminal Court have interviewed staff’
from Gaza's two bigges! hospitals, two
sources told Reuters, the first
confirmation that ICC investigators were
speaking to medies about possible crimes
nthe np.

The sources, who asked not to be
tdentified due to the sensitivity of the
subjeet. told Reuters ICC inve

ad taken testimony from
worked in the main ho:
i the north of the enclave. Al Shil
the main hospital in Khan Younis in the

declined to provide more
citing concems aboul the safety of
lwitnesses,

¢ of the sources said

1 events
the hospitals could become
partof the investigation by the ICC, which
I i1 criminal against individuals
for war crimes, crimes against humanity,
genocideand aggression
The 1CC's office of the prosecutor
declined to comment on operational
matiers in ongoing inves citing
the need toensure the safety of vietimsand

ting both
A e both the
Oct. 7 attack by Hamas fighters on Israel
nd lllc sub«.qu‘.ul Isracli offensive in

cli prime minister's office did not

I immediately respond 0 a request for

comment. The r hospital director in
Guza did not respond o a request for
comment and the director of Al Shifa
could not be reached. A spokesperson for
Gaza's Health Ministry o did not
request for comment about
any ICC investigation with staff

During the conflict, the two main Gaza
Jmspmh have both been high profile

allow

. cooperation

¢ Istaeli forees \\Ilu ageused
tants of using them for military
which Hamas and medical staft

What is the International Criminal Court
and why it has Israeli officials worried

THEHAGL
Israeli offi
c

:, Netherlands
s sound inere:

ingly  prosceute individuals res

riminal Court could issue an
warrants for the country’s leaders
more than six months into the

rocitics — wa
ainst humanit
erime ol aggre
The Rome Staf
was adopted

crim

Mnuucr Ben
ahu has writlen in general
ibout [CC action st
- offici

5. and

try has said it (e but the court is
is also tracking reports of pending  independent
achion. Without a police force. the 1CC

e ICC was established in 2002 a5

cerned that the International  for the world’s most heinous
. crimes
enocide and the

1998 and entered
into force when it got 60

ions on July 1, 2002, The
endorsed

relies on member states to arrest

. which has proventobe a
e to prosccutions.
Netanyvahu said Friday on the
501 Iphll’um\XllmlT» el “will
never accept pt by the
ICC to undermine its inherent
right of sel f-defense.”

“While the ICC mll not u"(\l

s abroad of * rumors ™ that
the court could order the arrest of
senior Isracli political and military
officials. The ministry did not give
asource for the rumors.

In a statement emailed to The
Associated Press, the court’s
|\mm.l1lmn office declined 1o

mber states have
signed on to the Rome Statute.
Dozens of countries did not sign
ceept the court
Jurisdiction over war crimes,
nocide and other erimes. The:
l\kk Isracl, the United States,
and China

Ru

Duchess Sophie visits Ukraine in first
trip by British royal since start of war

LONDON

Sophic. Britain's

Edinburgh. has visit

meeting with President Volodymyr

Zelenskiv and his wife in the first

trip to the country by a Bntsh
1h

brother Prince
rprise visiton
oreign Office
to show solidarity with those
impacted by the war and as part of
her work to champion
conflict-related  sex

her n.‘i]n.i.hlo!hmt. who ImL thei
lives in Bu Kyi
where Russian forces
of committing
mcludi

true that women .‘l!l;lg Is pay
the highest price interms of human
cost when it comes 1o the »

T
»

cused
war crimes
xeeutions and rapes

5

e s s Rt oF before recaptured two vears
she said in a speech during the 28> ’ . .
vigil. She met with survivors of confl

related sexual violence

"Rape is used 1o den ,
survivors of torture, the mi

degrade and to destroy,
have 1o get better at trving to
prevent that from happening.” she
added

The foreign office said Sophic paid

separated from their
taken to Ru
he also met fen

le voluni

said. and childien who had been
retuned to Ukraine after being
< and

s

who qu. helped their
cope with the
aftermath o acks with mental
healtheare activities for children
Britain has been one of the most
vocal and aetive backers of
Ukenne since Russia invaded. and
has pledged more than 4.7 billion
pounds ($5.91 billion} in non-
military support.

Sophie's trip to Ukraine follows
previous visits she has made to
countrics including Kosovo, Sierra
Leone, South Sudan

TELAVIV, Israel
Isracli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu pledged Tuesday to

ty of R
thousands of Pt
sheltering from |E\L

hcg,.mlin;. eam.
Netanvahu's comments came hours
before U8, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken arrives in Israel to advance
the truce talks — which appear to be
one of the most serious founds of

for-hostages deal was struck or not
Netanyahu's comments appeared to
be meant to appease h
govemning partners but it wa
clear whether they would have any
bearing on any emerging deal with

The idea that we will stop the war

according to a statement from his
“Wee will enter Rafal

there — with or without a deal, to
achieve the total victory

With more than half’ of Gaza's 2.3
million people sheltering in Rafah,
international community,

_Netanyahu vows to
invade
without a deal' as
cease-fire talks with

afah 'with or

Hamas continue

including Ismel’ top ally Ih; us.
has wamed Israel ag
offensive that puts civilians:
ahu on ]
fab, where hundreds  addressing the a
group of families of hosta
net from the m
T the families of captive
Israelis that has indicated it prefers
to see Har crushed over the
freedom of their loved ones.
Families and their supporters have
demonstrated in the thousands
every week for a deal that would
bring the host
should tak
military action.

Netanvahu's coalition i
ultranationalist and ¢
rehigious part
Isracli leader say hi
making during the war has been
driven by political consider
rather than national interests,
charge Netanyahu denies
government could collapse if one of
the parties opposed 1o a deal pulls
nol  oul,ascenario Netanvahu would try
to avoid considering his support has
plummeted in opinion polls
the war began, although it has s
slight gradual uptick

he current deal being di
biokered by the US,

meursion into the southern

ppear to

between s

tionalist

|mlml plw. mxm\lm{. o
yptian official and Israch media
Hundreds of Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel would also be
released
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