THC seeks
'proof’ ex-PM
retamed cipher

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Tuesday
observed that the chenl Investigation Agency
{FIA) had no proof that cipher was retained by the
former prime minister and it went missing from his
possessior.
The observation was made by a div n bench
comprising Chief Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb while hearing
appeals filed by the ex-PM. who is the founder of
the PTI, :md his fol nister Shah Mchmood
i agai victionin the cipher case.
Earlier, dcl‘cncc counsel Barrister Salman Safdar
had submitted a report of the forcign ministry
regarding distribution of copies of the secret
document. The report revealed that almost every
ncluding the former army chief and the
chief justice. returned the copy “after a case was
registered against the former prime minister.”
Special prosccutor Hamid Ali Shah briefed the
court on how the cipher was sent to the PM Office
from the forcign ministry. Chief Justice Farooq
asked him if the FIA had any record that prove the
ex-PM retained the cipher.

Punjab police need
reforms, donning
uniforms doesn't

solve problems:
Gandapur

Soon Times Correspondent
PESHAWAR

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chiel Minister Ali Al
Gandapur said on Wednesday the Punjab pol
needed reforms, and the pmhlc:m could not be solved
Jjust by donning police uniforms.

Ali Amin Gandapur, while speaking to Dunya News,
said. “If 1 pinpoint something., evervone starts
criticising me. Everyone knows what's economic and
emplovment situation when the PTI govemnment was
in power and how the PDM performed in its previous
.mdprgw.nln.ymc’

¢ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa cl
service would not work.
ald not help resolve 1
The Punjab police remained instrumental
poll rigging during the general election, he said while
seiterating the need toto reform them.

PM forms
committee to probe
wheat import
during caretaker
govt

e

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

With the farming communj a great hue and
cry over the govenment’s failure to commence its
wheat procurement drive, Pnime Minister Shehbaz
il on Weednesday formed a committee to probe the
circumstances under which wheat was imported
during the caretaker govemment

According to a Dunya News report, the prime mi
Mian Mushtag in
committee which will probe the unnec 3
mmport that caused losses of billions of rupees o the
state Kitty. The committee will submit its findings to
the prime mimster after two weeks.

Scores of farmers took to the street on Monday against
what they call the government’s indifference to their
plight. Police used force to disperse the protests of
farmers particularly in Lahore and south Punjab.
Arrests werealso made.
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PM Shahbaz urges businessmen to prioritise
improving working conditions of labour class

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbax sn-mim. labourer at a luncheon he hostad in thair hanour on the

occasion of Labour Day in Lahore n 15t May 2024,

Soon'T
LAHORE

Prime Minister
Sharil’ on Wedn,
that they were fully
of the importan

\h erenl  sectors

residence in
the
Internatic

nes Correspondent

Shehb:

labourers and workers in the

nection with
observance of
bour Day, the
ster said
V's economic situation
challenging but they

sineerity.

country through
functioning of a Fair

of the

and |hc hard work of

lllc gove ment v
to bring about subs
changes in the
economy and to reco
billion of rupees bel
wasted dueto corruption.

at his

said  the
that
other leadership desired
see Pakistan moving on

were striving to turn itaround
with colleetive efforts and

He said that Pakistan would
soon become a powerful

0 his recent visitto
PM Shehbaz
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and

pallmt progress,
business and

the I he prime minist

the upcoming fi

budget,
they would try to provide
further relief to the the labour
class,
Calling
entreprenewrs and well-to-do
ster said
think
and

upon the

ver
ng

class, the prime mi
that they should
bevond their families
businesses and inve

projects for the deprived
to  classes like those established
the  inthedeveloped cor

Deputy PM Ishaq Dar
arrives in Gambia to

represent Pakistan at
OIC Summit

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar on Wednesday arrived in Gambia to
represent Pakistan at the 15th Organisation of
lsl amic Cooperation (OIC) Summit being held
anjul onMay 4-5.

mounced his arrival in Gambia in a post
onsocial media platform X erstwhile Twitter

Jjuncture for the Muslim Ummah. particularly

Dar was received by the Gambian Minister of
Petroleum and Energy Nani Juwara, Forcign
Secretary of Pakistan Ambassador Muhamumad
Syrus Qazi and Ambassador of Paki
1o Senegal accredited to Gambia Sa
Maymunah Sayed.

The Foreign Office announced in a press release
on Wednesday that Dar would also attend the
OIC Council of Forcign Ministers” Meeting
preceding the summit on May 2-3. During this
meeling, ministers will discuss and finalise the
agenda and outcome documents for the sum
The summit is being convened at a critical

the conflict affecting the people of Gaza persists
without resolution. It presents an important
v for OIC leaders to address the dire
situation in Gaza and present a unified stance on
the Palestinian question.

Gen Asim

addresses

conference on
Pakistan-UK regional

Soon Times
Correspondent
RAWALPINDI
Chief of Army
Staff Gen Asim
Munir delivered
akeynote speech
at the conference
on Pakistan-UK

X
g

c¢

University on Tuesday.

According 1o the Public
Relations Department of the
akistan Army (ISPR). British
Chief of General Staff Sir
Patrick Sanders also attended
the conference while the

General Staff. Roland Walker.

among the speakers.
perts in various fields.

Ex
defence officials, intellectuals

and civil society

stability

representatives participated in
the conference. added ISPR.
The conference is an important
defence dialogue between the
Iwo countries. A 30-member
British delegation is visiting,
Pakistan from April 29 to May
3 for the conference.

Earlier. Gen Asim met the
British generals and discussed
matters of professional interest
and development of bilateral
defence relations. said ISPR.

Maryam launches field hospitals project to
bring healthcare to people's doorsteps

B Punjab CM says dream she shared with ex-PM Nawaz Sharif has been realised today

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz has launched the field
s project with the aim of
vering healtheare facilities
to the doorsteps of the

1
directly
people

at the ina guration
L E,

being established in
She smd these hos)

facilitics offered at
1|n. field hospitals. Maryvam
highlighted that |I|u-4 would
include

stating that numerous ficld
hospitals had been  estabhshed
six months since she

of containers by the Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insal (PTI). Mary
remarked that previou

{OPDs),

cen re:
announced

32 field hosy
across the provinee, with the first one

the

newborns, maternity  serv

and the

availability ul I-u!\ healthworkers.
The

CM affirmed her
t's commitment o

the provision and

s
were solely employed
son and
up utility Howe
dded. Tro now
ners would be repurpose
orms for delivering medical
aid to the people

CM Marvam urged critics of her
initiatives.  particularly  those
serutinising her videos

US supports Pakistan's
efforts to combat

PESHAWAR

Opposition alliance demands
full court for judges' letter

Soon Times Correspondent

terrorism: State Dept

SoonTimes Correspondent
WASHINGTON

US State Department principal
deputy spokesperson Vedant Patel on
Tuesday said the United States
supports Pakistan’s eforts to combat
lerrorism.

Bricfing the newsmen in Washington,
Vedant Patel said the United States
and Pakistan have a shared interest in

capacil

Reply

John

includes
dialogue.

combating threats to regional

1 Patel said that we support
Pakistan’s cfforts to combat
terrorism and ensure the safety
and security of its cilizens in a
manner that promotes the rule of
law and protection of human
rights,

He said that our partnership with
Pakistan on security issues
a high-level counterterrorism
nding robust countenerrorism
nd building programmes and

supporting a series of US and Pakistan
military-to-military engagements.

g 10 a question. Patel said that
acting Under Secretary for Political Affairs
Bass
Islamabad,

is on visit o Doha and

The leaders of the Tehreek-¢-Tahafuz-
c-Ayeen-c-Pakistan (TTAP). a _5r.1:|d
alliance of six oppos
convencd here on Tuesday.
Mahmood Khan Achakzai presiding
overthe meeting.
The mecting. attended by former
National Asscmbly speaker Asad
Qaiser. Balochistan National Party
(BNP)chief Sardar Akhar Mengal and
others. conducted a comprehensive
review of the country's political
landscape and cilg,(li:.l‘d in m-dcplh
the
raised by six judges of the Is|z|n1.|b(|d
High Court about alleged intervention
of intelligence agencies in judicial
matlers.
Following the meeting. a communique
was issued. wherein the opposition
leaders highlighted the significant
pressure exerted onjudges.

The alliance decided to reach out to bar
councils and lawyers across the country,
observing that safeguarding the
constitution was the fundamental pil
of Tehreek-e-Tahafuz-c-Aycen-c-
Pakistan's mission.

The alliance demanded that the matter
pertaining to the judges' letter should be
heard by a full court bench of the
Supreme Court and those responsible
for meddling in judicial affairs be taken
to task. During the meeting. the TTAP
vehemently condemned lIsraeli
aggression in Gaza and the genocide of
Palestinians.




? Federal Minister for
Privatization, Board of
Investment &

Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan has said on

person who is serving this
beloved country. He added
that one who is performing
his duties even in the most
difficult situations is

worker,

Labor Day that he salutes the
high morale of every hard
laborer and skilled

Navigating the Indus Water Treaty:

praiseworthy and we must
acknowledge such services
not only on 1st May but every

India’s Hyper-nationalism and Pakistan’s

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore

The Centre for A
Sceurtty Studies (CASS), |
hosted a seminar titled "Nav
the Indus Water Treaty:

India’s
Hyper-nationalism and Pakistan’s

er Sceurity Challengy
heart of
onomie

event focused on the
Pakistan’
wellbeing = its water resources, and
the challenges the T
10 the changing paliti
in India
with opening remarks by Dr Bilal
Ghazanfar, Associale Senior
Researcher at CAS!
emphasised that cooperation, not
conflict, is the key to securing a
shared water future for the region
Thiswas followed by akeynote

address by Engineer Suleman
K Water

y face

| dynamics
“The seminar commenced

Lahore, who

and

Resource Development Council,

Convener,

who spoke about India’s water
ession and termed 1t as an
ecocide in motion. He added that
no silver bullet and Pakistan
must build the Indus Cascade for its
water seeurity. Mr Ahmed Rafay
Alam,
discussed the legal perspective on
the Indus Water and
highlighted the need for Pakistan to
obust stanee m de
er rights and
national support to resolve
dispules the

there

an - environmental lawyer,

reaty

ling its

seeking

nl

and cnsure

implementation of the aceord. The
last speaker, Dr Hassan Abbas, a
renowned hydrologist, framed the
Indus Water Treaty as a catalysi

environmental ]KJL\.')\IIMI}I" He
promoted a holistic approach 1o
water sement,  emphs
cooperation,  sustainabi
regional stability in the face of
climate change and  geopolitical
challenges.In his concluding
remarks, Air Marshal Asim
Suleiman (Retd), President, CASS
Lahore. reaffirmed Pakistan’s
steadfast dedication to upholding
the fundamental principles
enshrined within the Indus Water
Treaty. He cemphasised that as
Pakistan’s eastem neighbour, India
shares the responsibility Tor
m: ning peace in the region,
Therefore, he urged India to
reatfirm its solemn commitment to

sing
and

international reements and
cautioned against any unilateral
that could potentially
Jeopardise the T
Furthermore. he said that
international institutions that
plaved a pivotal role in formulating
the Treaty must step forward 1o
safeguard
continued  elficacy. The

mea

realy's inlegrity

ctity and ensure its
peakers
hyper-

pointed out that Inds
nationalism and unilateral
res on the Indus Water Treaty

mea
threaten Pakastan's w
and peace, endangerng the liv

ter security

©

Water Securlty Challenges

and livelihoods of millions in the
region. They also noted that
Pakistan faces sigmficant seeurity
challenges. including
climate chang:

water

and
upper
an state. Therefore, the
oncluded with a resolute

commitment 1o uphold the Treaty
and a fervent call o action for the
intemnational community

peacebuilding. He promoted a

SALUTE TO LABOR COMMUNITY

day. Abdul Aleem Khan said
that the there is no doubt our
labor community has great
in the country's
economic system and keeps

share

its alive and active.

Minister stressed that we
must adopt such ways to

provide maximum facilities
to the labor class and to
include them in the national
stream. Abdul Aleem Khan

Federal

success.

expressed his good wishes for
every laborer living in this
country and prayed for their

Putin's Message to
the United States

Russian President
Vladimir Putin undertook an
unprecedented action last week

holistic approach to water
management, em )h.,l\l:.lll[. when a two-hour press
cooperation, st and fc e ded for the

regional stability i the ol
climate change and geopolitical
challenges.In his concluding
rema Air Mar:
Suleiman (Retd), Pre
Lahore. reafTirmed Pakis
steadfast dedication to uphold;
fundamental principles
hnmxf within th Indus Water

unlnl.lmmg. peace in Ihu. region

Therefore. he urged India to
reaffirm its solemn commitment to
imternational agreements and
cautioned against any  unilateral
measures that could potentially
Jeopardise the Treaty's integnty
Furthermore, he d that
international institutions that
played a pivotal role in formulating
the Treaty must step lnru ard to
saleguard its sancty
mnlu\uml eflic

nationalism and
measures on the Indu:

and Lvelihoods of millions in the
ion. They .xl-m noted that

climate change. and
sseriive achions as an upper
n state. Therefore, the
oncluded with a resolute
commitment to uphold the Treaty
and a fervent call to action for the
mternational community.

On the occasion of International
Workers' Day, the largest gathering of
the federal capital was organized at
National Press Club Islamabad under

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

On the oceasion ol International
Workers' Day, the largest gathering
of the federal capital was organized
at National Press Club Islamabad
under the auspices of National
Press Club, Rawalpindi Islamabad
Union of Journalists and Pakistan
Workers Federation
Implementation of the minimum
wage law
inclusion of representative labor
organizations in the consu
process in the privatization of
national enterpn: violation of

across the country,

workers' rights in the name of
ion

pen reforms, full
1mpl on of labor laws in the
public and private
Implementation of health insurance
for yournalists, timely payment of
abolition of forced

ector,

dismissals, abolitton of undue
restrictions on freedom of
expression, abolition of black law,
implementation of PEMRA
Amendment Act, esl;
Council of Complaints
workers. Other demands of the
workers, including the
implementation of the minimum
wage law, immediate government
purchase of wheat from farmers
and immediate approval of their
demands and the release of arrested
farmers, were unanimously

presented to the gov
according to dets
International Workers' Day. On the
on of the Federal Capital. the
thering of the Federal
Capital was organized at National
Press Club Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
abad Union of Journalists and
ional Press Club under the

Pakistan  Workers
m which the leaders

auspices of
Federation,
and workers of important labor
organizations across the country
participated. attended  Sccretary
RIUJ Asil’ Bashir Chaudhary was
responsible for or g the
ceremony. Speaking at the
. former Chairman Senate
ary General of the

People's Party  Parliamentanan,
Nair Hussain Bukha nid - that
when the People's Party came to
power, the worket rights of
We faced trials and jails for giving
Jjobs and ending forced dismissals

N: Bukhari said that today a
big issue is with our farmers. If
fammers are not heard today. there

may be famine in Pakistan in the
coming years. Tt is idieulous to use
storage as an excuse for not buying
wheat. Wheat harvest comes in
April and wheat importers should
be traced in March. Chairman NAB
is sleeping??? NAB takes
immediate action against the
political people and also asked the
carclaker rulers

American public. It didn't quite
fit the conventional definition of
a press conference, as Tucker
Carlson. a talk show host
perceived as sympathetic o
Russia. was the sole reporter
present. Nor was it strictly an
interview, as Putin
predominantly spoke without
the benefit of questions. In a
way. this format enhanced its
value. allowing Putin to
articulate his views in a manner
that might not have been
possible with questions framed
from an American perspective.
What emerged was a distinetly
Russian perspective on the war
in Ukraine, presenting Putin as a
seemingly recasonable and
thoughtful individual. While he
made some dubious claims. it's
acknowledged that leaders often
make such assertions. even those
who project statesmanship.
Putin's conduct conveyed to the
American public that his
position is not entirely baseless.
He emphasized his role as a
Russian patriot working in the
interest of his country,
discouraging any comparison to
figures like Sta Furthermore,
he demonstrated extensive
knowledge. surpassing that of
most politicians. Though aided
by pre-prepared questions, Putin
gave the impression of a
sophisticated thinker,
showeasing Russia as governed
by an adept leader.

However. due to the
interview's length and
complexity, there's a possibility
that some of the American public
might have tuned out carly,
missing parts of the
conversation. The historical
context. the intended American
audience and the remarkably
detailed description of Russia
ts history seem to be

ans

selting the stage for
negotiations. In defense of

Russian attack, Pulin accused
the United States and NATO of
dishonesty and duplicity in
dealing with Russia, which he
argued was simply pursuing its
This
wasn't an ordinary program. nor
was it a self-indulgent rambling;
Putin's emphasis on the failure
of negotiations in Turkey at the
war's outset makes this clear.

historical imperative.

Putin®s main
presentation delved into Russian
history. expl

ng its formation
centurics ago and drawing
comparisons with the formation
of Eastern Europe. He argued
that Ukraine had always been a
part of Russia. both physically
and linguistically. Though
unstated. implicit in his
argument was the notion that
Ukraine is an integral part of
Russia and the invasion
represents a return to an older
reality. Consequently, according
to Putin. Russian actions in
Ukraine constitute a special
military operation rather than an
act of war. He also touched on
Poland. suggesting that Poland
and Lithuania are rencgades
inscparable from Russia. The
discussion on Russian history
was lengthy but not merely
academic. Putin's argument was
that history connects a place to
its environment and inhabitants,
giving Russia the right. in this
casc, to make claims on forcign
territory. He subtly slipped in
claimsto the region that could be
dismissed or overlooked. laying
the foundation for Russian
claims in Poland. Somec of
Putin's statements were
confusing. For instance, he
claimed that the current
Ukrainian government and its
predecessors were Nazis and
therefore enemies of Russia. He
cited collaborators before
concluding that Ukraine is a
remnant of Nazi Germany and
therefore hostile to Russia and
other countries that fought
against Hitler. This left me
puzzled. as cvery German-
occupicd country had
collaborators, from France to the
Netherlands, cte. Some may
have been ideologically aligned
with Nazis, but all sought to
survive or prosper. Putin has
proven (o be sophisticated. so he
must understand what he says
and likely depends on the world
not taking his claims seriously.

world not taking his
claims seriously.

Elsewhere. while
cxpressing his willingness to
negotiate. Putin mentioned that
the United States was harming
itsell by using the dollar to force
foreign powers to align with its
worldview. He then made
disconcerling comments, stating
that China's economy dwarls
that of the United States and that
its economic luture is bright. It's
as ilthe reality of China has been
overlooked in the two vears
since Ukraine was attacked. He
said this in the context of
claiming that a new economic
order is emerging and that for
that to happen. China must lead
it. It's interesting that Putin's
deeply analytical remarks. even
il some parts are debatable,
concluded with obviously
crroncous claims, likely duc to
fatigue. Another point that
caught my attention was his
comments about Russian
intercontinental hypersonic
missiles. The speed and
maneuverability of hypersonics
make defending against an
attack very difficult. The United
States has not yet deployed a
hypersonic missile and there is
no evidence that it is developing
an intercontinental version, Iff
Russian intercontinental
hypersonic missile is as capable
as Putin suggested. then that
mayv have been the most
significant aspect of his
stalement. The remainder of
Putin's comments comprised
complaints about NATO and the
United States and his insistence
that the uprising in Kyiv in 2014
was the real start of the war. He
did not explain how Russia
could have ignored such a
significant threat for so long, As
the president of a modern nation-
state, Putin is obligated to
clucidate his policies 1o his
people and seck to influence
forcign governments and public
opinions. The objective is not
solely truthfulness. but rather
persuasiveness. strategically
applying pressure on other
govemments. It can be observed
that Russia has embraced
modernity, adeptly balancing the
presentation of truth and myths,
even allowing Carlson some
oppertunitics for refutation.
Putin perceived him as a friendly
vet unpredictable ligure, leading
o a cautious approach with
limited engagement.

y |
President Asif Ali Zardari being briefed about the overall security, law and order situation of the
Sindh province, at the Chief Minister' House, Karachi on May 1, 2024,




egional News

Crackdown is ongoing against the
officers who harass the businessmen:
Fayyaz Ahmad Ranjh

Soon Times Correspondent

Sargodha:

Member Advisory Committee Federal
Tax Ombudsman Dr. Fayyaz Ahmad
Ranjha while 1alking to the women of
Women's Chamber Of Commerce and
Industry at FTO office said. crackdown is
ongoing against the officers who
unnecessarily harass the businessmen.
So far, 15 officers ol various tax age
have been sentenced on convi
Traders should mark the officers of Iilc
tax authoritics who are blackr
They can be punished up to six monlhs
under Section 2 of the FTO Act afier a

transparent investigation. He expressed
this while addressing anevent for women
of the Women Chamber of Commerce.
President Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Shamim Aftab.
8r. Vice President Sadia Khan, Vice
President Tanzeela Fayyaz and
Exccutive Member Dr. Humeera were
also present in the ceremony. Member
Advisory Committce Federal Tax
Ombudsman said. traders should d]SO
come into the tax system and pay

on time. The purpose of es
Federal Tax Ombudsma to ensure
prompl and affordable justice to the

people. Thc institution has been
successfully solving the problems of the
applicants and [aci them
Applicants just submit their complainton
plain paper or our SMS service. We will
protect the complainant in all possible
ways. He added. the Federal Tax
Ombudsman is pla animportant role
in promoting the private scclor.
protecting the industry and increasing the
investment process in Pakistan. At the
end, the shicld was presented to the chief
guest by the women of the Women
Chamberof Commerce and Industry,

62

7 injured in foiled overnight attack

ies Correspondent

Seven policemen were in
overnight attack by terrorists on the
Jhangi checkpost in Punjab’'s Taunsa
district, police said on Wednesday.
According to the Punj: |b Police
spokesperson Syed Muhasln
second altac
J.lmmn when a police official and a
had lost their lives while another
police official was red in a drive-by
altack.

The “already alent policemen™ stationed
al the checkpost engaged in a three-hour
gun battle against the ~13-20 temorists
who took Jd\ antage of the dark to huncl\
a fierce attack from various dirce 5
Mubashir said of the latest atack.

“The terrorists wanted to take over the
checkpost and take the officials hostage.”
he stated. adding that the attackers used
modern weapons. including rocket
launchers. hand grenades. and guns with
laser light.

on pollce checkpost in Taunsa

The spokcspcrson added that the
terrorists were “forced to flee after strong
resistance” put up by the policemen as
they ranout of ammunition,
Elite Foree constable Shahid Mansoor,
who was seriously injured. was shified to
Nishtar Hospital in Multan for treaument,
the spokesperson stated.
Additional Sub-Inspector Imran,
constables Muhammad Amir. Ashiq
Zain, Rehmatullah and Sanaullah, and
Elite Force constable Tariq were among
the injured. headded.
Mubashir lighted that the Dera
Ghazi Khan regional police officer
(RPO) and the district police officer
(DPO) had visited the checkpost two
days ago to warn the personnel about the
threat of an attack. The police officers
had also carried out adefence rehearsal.
Meanwhile. Punjab Inspector General
(IG) Dr Usman Anwar said that the
provincial police were “alert” and vowed
10 “neverlet the terrorists succeed in their
nefarious aims”,
Hesaid the DPO and the RPO reached the
scene with reinforcements as soon as
they received reports of the incident.
Noting that seven personnel had
injurics while “fighting
v, 1G Anwar said that the district
policeand the elite forces responded with
Tull force

ECP to unveil objections |

on PTI internal polls

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

The Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) on Tuesday issued directions to
provide details of its objections to the
PTloveritsintra-party elections.
Afive-memberbody headed by the chiel’
clection commissioner hicard the matter
of the PTI's internal polls objections.
PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
id Chief Election Commissioner Raoofl
ns.umppcmdbcfnrclhc ECP.

ice Director General

Masood Akhtar .\ppc.lmd

with the details ol‘ the objections and

before the
and informed it that the
Supreme Court had
decided that PTI should
conduct its internal polls
on November 23 and
December22.

However. he added that
there were objections
over the PTD's intra-party
clections and it was
necessary o clarify them.
The PTI chairman told the
ion that he would
allthe objections.
Gohar added that the PTI had submitted
the details of its intra-party clections on
March 9 this yvear but it was not vet
provided with the ECP’s objections over
them.

The PTI chairman further said if the
objections over the parly’s internal
clections were given to him, he would
submit lllC‘.ll]S\lCl’S.

After hearing the arguments. the ECP
issued instructions to provide the PTI

adjourned thel s of the case.
Spcakulz, o lhc medis i

from parliament. he said Sunni lucll:ld
Council (SIC) chiel Sahibzada Hamid
4 had asked the PTI to consider the
option.

Gohar said as far as dialogue was
concerned, it should be held with
cvenvone.

“We have not engaged in a logue
process with anyone vet. We will inform
vouifithappens.
The PTI chairman claimed that there
were 175 political parties in the country
but none of them had conducted their
internal  clections according 1o the
Conslilution.

He added that the PTI had held its intra-
party elections in line with the orders of
the ECPand Supreme Court

Gohar stressed the need for lowering the
pelitical temperature.

P <A - g .
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif interacting with families of labourers at a luncheon he hosted in their
honour on the occasion of Labour Day in Lahore on 1st May 2024.

Federal Minister for Interioi

in Naqui visiting Pakistan Coast Guards Headquarters in Karachi

Nagqvi lauds coast
guards’ performance
during Karachi visit

KARACHI

SoeonTimes Correspondent

Federal Interior Mimister Mohsin Nagvi paid a
visil to the Pakistan Coast Guards (PCG)

Headquarters in Karachi on Wednesday. Upon

hie was warmly welcomed by the
c kistan Coast Guards,

L

to honour their supreme sacrifice inde
the motherland.
Naqvi received a comprehensive

(-u.mh

Il their
enting various forms

particular emph

activities,

He was briefed on the professional training

highlighting  their
ponsibilities in
ing, witha
reolics

programimes undertaken by the Pak
Guards and the proactive m
implemented to combat \mu;.\_hn
accounts of seized ¢
aleohiol, and other

stitution's - professional
Nagvi lauded the umwavering
ellorts

and
\ i personnel of
the Coast Guards, He emphasised the pivotal
role played by the Pakistan Coast Guards, not
B but also in

esof conflict
pport, the interior minister
st wishes Lo the Pakistan Coast
Guards and assured them of the government's
commitment to providing all necessary support
and resources to enhance their effectiveness
and resilience.

xpressing
extended his by

mes Correspondent

The Sindh government on Wednesday
announced that a new batch of buses had
arrived in Karachi under the People’s Bus
Service initiative aimed at enhancing
public transport services for the masses.
The move comes as part of effonts to
bolster the existing transportation
network. particularly in Karachi city. the
province's largest urban centre.

Under (he initiative, a new batch of buses

operate on additional routes within the

ity. The move is expecled to alleviate the
ng transportation
rastructure provide

and

Karachi gets more
buses, routes to be
announced soon

-

challenges faced by commuters. including
overcrowding and insufficient coverage I
of certainarcas.

Last week, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had d the inclusion of 150 buscs

with more efficient and reliable travel
options. .

Talking to the media, Sindh Minister for
Transpoert, Shagjeel Inam Memon,
highlighted the the government's
commitment lo improving public
transport services.

He emphasised that the introduction of
new roules will be prioritised to ensure
maximum benefit for the general
populace.

Memon indicated that the imported buses
will be strategically allocated 1o serve
areas where there is a high demand for
public transpertation. This targeted
approach aims to address the longstanding

into Karachi's transport network during
his m:lugnnl visitto the eity.

The premier commended the efforts of the
provincial government in enhar
transportation  services for the public
during his visit.

Earlicr this month, Karachi introduced the
Pink Bus service calering exclusively to
womenand girls, offering free rides for the
first two months and subsequently at a
nor farc of Rs50 per passenger.

PPP Women's Wing Chairperson MPA
Faryal Talpur maugumlcd the se
lauding its role Il'Il:ll]pﬂ\\[:l'lllj,\\ﬂl]lL‘Ihlliﬂ
fostering development and prosperi

Govt tightens noose
on non-filers

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD.

In a major development, the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) on Tuesday issued legally-
structions to the ant departments
to block mohile phone connections of over half-
a-million non-fi

1 to

campai

voluntanly re; 115 apart with

The tax machinery also faced another setback on
Tuesday when its 10-month tax collection fell
short of the goal by around Rs40 billion. A;
the Julv-April target of Rs7 4 14 trillion, th
provisionally collected over Rs7.38 trillion
There was a 31% increase in the collection

during the 10 months period
The developments

¢ onthe heels of growing

resentment within the tax machinery over the
govemment’s decision to remove 23 allegedly
comupt and inellicient officers. The ¢
body of the customs officers meton Tuesday
the 450 officers from grade 17 to 22 considered
the options lo either go on strike or file en masse
applicationsto goonleave

The FBR has issued the Income Tax General
Order (ITGO) to disable the mobile phone SIMs
of 306,671 persons who were not appearmg on
active taxpaver list but are lable o file the
Income Tax Retums for T 023 under the
« Ordinance, 2001,
by the FBR.
v have more than one SIM card
conneetions will be cut off with
immediate effeet, sard a senior FBR official. He
said that about | million to 1.5 million SIM cards
\u-mdlxh]nghuilu.u~x he FBR order.

r, much-needed step
T all its reminder:

provisions of the Income 1

ACCOr

ng Lo
One person ma
and all of th

Under the act of
carning  Rs600,000
st 1.000ce car or

The FBR
such no
blocked the

ble ing

ved tax notices on 2.4 million
and in the first phase it had
Acards ol over halla million whao
d were ier fl
ut did not file this time
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Virat Kohli's
loved-up
birthday wish

: 'lights' up
) Anushka
. B CIy Sharma

Kylian Mbappe
named 'greatest
player in PSG
history’

AFRO

to become
uro Sport reported.
of the Champions
League semi-final against Boruss
Dortmund, Laurens said that while he
believed that Mbappe was "the greal
player” in PSG history, manager Luis
Enrigue will play a key role in the semi-
final

Web Desk

Indian star cricketer and former
Laurens said: “Theres definitely a skipper Virat Kohli has once again
dif] ality this year to any I've melted hundreds of hearts with an

seen Exlm'“ - adorable wish for his wife, Anushka
ol

Sharma, as st 36 (Wednesday).
inezser | Pakistani players see improvemen | i
\ is known for their love and bond as the
Tail 1o ex heir feeli
in latest ICC T20 rankings i —

Taking to his Instagram account, Kohli

season, which has been like the |
footballer's 'Last Dance' type sea;
has been a big help to bring down |

cgo. He said that had it happened ; ,, s
it could have even led to a akistan's Fakhar Zaman also improved 10 places to 62nd after his 104 runs during the series against New Zealanu. wished lis love.a “happy birthday
ht.nlﬂ e - . with asweet note with a some adorable
o fie decied \I‘Wl‘ Desk S o e j pictures of the Indian filmstar.

Pakistani plavers have R * d . “ : &

SOtk o R e e | RUSSia ramps up arms production || voudieoenconpih iosir
drive recruitment with fewer stars], but s atest T20 rankings I didn’t find you. Happy birihday my
1 the time, Luis Enrique was nol the 4 by e Tterastisasl Crickat l S b t rt f l k love. You are the light to our world. We
s =\l~dc\‘ur\‘lhullgllk' that Council(ICC). as OOS S Suppo Or ralne love you so much,” he wrole in (he
Now it’s too late. Even if he thou The rece: C e e "

this is really cool, 1 love this dressing Pak POSLOwApROR.

room. Yes, Marquinhos is the captai The pictures also included a couple of
but really &\h.m r-llu. captain, I've got snaps of the two vacationing together
allmy ondifferent occasions that represented

MOSCOW T
Ru defence ’ .
rating of 763, jumping one spot to b pihicier on

seeure the fourth spot on the list sl | Wednesday
one below his teammate ordered a hike

e} Shirts weapons companionship and connection that
Alcaraz hopes for Mok production and Ao .

. the third-best T20 batsman in the said deliy ceveryone dreams of inapartner.

dream Olympic i tecdodinhe e This is not the first time Kohli has

abar's improvement in the rankings | 1J 3 shown how much he loves and values

doubles matCh'up :;'"!'ml' o il f]ri:‘“d‘_m o his better-half as he keeps expressing

: he recently concluded home series © She ey - hi

with Nadal agsinsiton Zaofand wherehaf 3 | Bidensipned ofton how Sharma has always stood by his
aslhu'lnl.hnlnln ‘IL"E‘I of »lll;om. of side in his good and mes.

The IC ) b }.:E],;;,’,] ‘;]d"l‘,:‘, Similarly, the Rab Ne Bana Di Jori

topped by In
followed by
and sccond position:
doesn'tinelude any Pakis!

actor also keeps heaping love and
praiscon her husband.
The two tied the knot in 2017 and are

stated that U.S. arms will not prevent vic

10U h‘d ofl the worst
it S oscow, but some Russian  offici

1

50, ) "(]he‘ lt‘\;xh l&lm.cnhlgus med that the U.S,. support will es parents to two children, nd

Meanwhile. s toRussi 1U.S Akaay. Sharma has been a successful

Markram (Sth). Rilee Rossouw (7h) | pigen on April 24 signed 2 il into law that meeting with the top military brass in i bstor sthee {he:stirt:of Mercarcer
Markid along with England's Jos Buttler (8th) es $61 billi chates. ol et Moscov, walle.Lio oo but ever since she had her first girl. she
Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz says he will and Dawid Malan (10th) are included tillery, rocket  Military operation® in i s o
form a dream team with his’ legendary inthetop 1020 batte Smifion Mdlﬁlu";»q. Shoi \':\I1d\l|\c\nmu.lq\mlll(_\'_ has been priontising her family over
compatriot Rafael Nadal in the men's Also, New Z cifert L key points  ono sheed of arms: production needed 1o be work.

nt line and

improved seveny venth

doubles at the Paris Olvmpics later this
evervihing goes well

The w'lmi"‘.' :mj.\ .m\c[} \;.]‘wbl run:l: "

from July 27 to August 4, takes place af

o :Lt...nmhtm.m et | Im Israel, Blinken set to push Netanyahu

be 38 by then, has won a record 14

e o v for sustamed aid into Gaza

m.ah - extending his
Madnd Open winning strea
record-cqualling 14 -- Alcaraz

Hlustrating the trip's humanitarian
focus, Blinken is set to visi
Ashdod port in southern Isracl,
which has recently started
receiving aid for Gaza. He will ask
Isracl's government to take a set of
specific steps to facilitate aid to
Gaza, where nearly hall the
population is suffering
catastrophic hunger.

He met Netanyabu alone at his
office ahead of a wider meetin

i 3 e Georgian police crack
awnenisions | down on 'foreign agent'

p s weesenmimwiitie | bill protesters with water
e : cannon, tear gas

. like I have
the doubles

here 18 2
underway.”

long way to go till it gets

Sofia Vergara
gets real about —
Joe Manganiello US Secretary

. Blmkus met Israci l’mm. Min
marriage: nyahu on
'"Wasn't fair

1 for a

TBILISI government whose powers are

of ting with Terasli Georgian seeurity forces used water — mostly ceremonial, said ina post on

e on Oct. 7 when | President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv cannon, tear gas and stun grenades X the crackdown had been "totally
attacked Isracl N against protesters outside parli unwarranted. unprovoked and out

late on Tuesday, sharply e of prapartion.” and
crackdownafler lawmaks had b

Phlllpplnes Says Chlnese "foreign agents” bill which is viewed I!\c!ul[hmchs.wghlcnc\ldl\umns‘m
by the opposition the deeply polarised southern
nations as o : C 2 the ruling

- coast guard elevating tensions | ...
el htrmfil‘]'.';;‘_“f-é"ﬁ.‘.':;‘;icﬁ.': ln South Chlna Sea )

d the reason behind it.

Back in Jan
alum had conf

the protests

us country, sett
an Dream party
movement  hag
ion groups, civil
3 rities and the figurch
it them, before using tear gas, president
nd stun grenades 1o Parliament. which 15 controlled by
strators from the the Georgian Dream and its all
outside the Soviet-built parliament  likely to approve the bill, which
building, must pass two more readings before
Levan Khabeishvili, the leader of Im.mmn[. w. Lawmakers ended
Georgia's largestopposition party, the Ty
United National Mover i1, posted a and the d\.l\lk will resume on
picture on X with his face bloodied Wednesda
and sporting a black eye. A party T
official 1old Reuters Khabeishvili
was beaten by police alter
disappearing from central Thilisi
After being dispersed from  Georgian critics rre Tobsticd the
parliament. around two thousand  bill "the Rus comparing it
pmlutuswumm\,d1n||1m,l.lluhsn "foreign agent"
main Rustaveli Avenue, barricading it ion, which hw been used to
ppines’ ¢ with cafe table:
has been a cons Some shouted *$ y 3
m-l(.hu\-i "Ri " al poliee. ipport of the
G actions do not count as an Earlicr. riot police used pepper spray — breakaway regions of Abkhazia and
Philippine vessel, but he said and batons 1o ¢lear some protesters South Ossetia. Georgia lost a briel’

2

» the Modem Far
m:d lll.ll Iu.r marri

MANILA

The Philippines on Wednesday accused
d,‘c‘l,d,” Chin rd of elevating tensions
broke up because my in the South Umm Sea aller two vessels
younger. he wanted (o suffered damage from water cannon use

mA\ I didn’t want to be an old

|‘h1||pme officials have
d ship and o fisheri

would require
civing more than
zl:n1. fromabroad o

to the disputed
sday to help

in a recent i

a
ticla, Philippine
coast guard spokesperson on South
Chir aid their Chinese counterparts
have elevated e after it directly used water

ral countries. The shoal falls inside

that is used by se

no
When asked
be “empowering, i\m
a mother already. !hm\\ \\Iml || means
lu be a i_.-ud mml\u or to Iy 1o be the

energy.” China has been rais e of its water who were trying to prevent  warwithRu
lI|'||\L:: o cannons which have damaged their ships lawmakers from leaving the back  The United Stal and the
have J 5 gift shop in Hong entrance of parliament Union, which granted

lmhm older. “\.lun. nature for some
reason tells your body at 50 you are in
menopause.
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No country has sovercignty over Scarborough Shoal.
a prime fishing patch close to major shipping lanes




