Judicial Commission
meeting on judges'
appointment
adjourned

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
The Judicial Commission meeting. convened to
discuss modifications in the procedure for
appointing judges. was adjourned indefinitely.
Chief Justice Qazi Facz Isa presided over the
session. Others were senior Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Munceb Akhtar. Justice Aminuddin
Khan. and Justice Yahva Afridi.
Law Minister Azam Nazir Tarar, Attomey General
Mansoor Usman Awan. and retired Justice
Manzoor Malik were also present. Chief Justices
of high courts also attended the sitting.
According to sources, despite deliberations. a
decision on amending the Judicial Commission
Rules was deferred o (he nextmeeting,
It's noteworthy that the dmﬁ amendments were
'Jb\d blished on
Dcocmth 2023, led by Supreme Count Justice
Sved Mansoor Ali Shah. with former judge
Manzoor Malik serving as co-chairman.

NAB should
investigate wheat
crisis in Punjab:

Asad Qaiser

National Assembly s|n.skcr Asad Qz 34
are in miserable condition in Punj
1 incial governme:
ing to media in Lahore. senior l’II leader
that NAB should hold an inquiry of the prev

and Il I8 Illlm'r

aid

. PTIwonthe Feb 8
clections across the country including Lahore but
those who counted the ballots were more important
the IhuM. \\]:m,:l‘.llllu\ul; id.

Thy

Constitution is not
just a piece of
paper; it is a social
contract: Achakzai

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

The chairman of Pakhwnkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) and chief of opposition allia
Mahmood Khan Achakzai said that the extension
shouldn’tbe givento a person who reaches the age
0f60.

“The extension is the way of destruction.”
Achakzai said while speaking to media in Lahore
onFriday.

The veteran politician said that all other alliances
were carlier formed 1o make or break the
government but this is the only alliance made for
the supremacy of the constitution.

“The constitution is not just a picce of paper: itisa
social contract,” Achakzai said.

Also Read: Achakzm stresses collective wisdom to
addresscountry's crises

The senior polilician said (hat the gas was
extracted at the site of Sui in 1960s and spread
across Pakistan but still the people of our area use
the firewood to cook their food,
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an's space programme
achieved a historic milestone on
Friday as the country's first-cver
Junar orbiter lifled off from
“hina's Henan Space Launch
Site.
The launch of satellite ICUBE-
Qamarwas telecast live from the
Institute of Space Technology's
(IST)website.
The quest to send a lunar orbiter
started in 2022 when the China
National Space Agency
(CNSA). through the Asia
Pacific Space
Cooperation Organization
(APSCO). offered

member

stales an opportunity to send a
student-built payload to Earth's
closest celestial nei
onboard the Chang'e 6 mission.
ICUBE-Qamar

The TCUBE-Qs

Q) was submitied as a p)

for a lunar CubeSat by the IST.
The proposal was selected afler
ancvaluation process.

The development of the payload
is acollaborative efTort between
IST's students and faculty.
SUPARCO and China
Shanghai Jiao Tong Universily
(SITU).

The pavload consists of three
parts, the CubeSal. the
separation mechanism, and the

To the moon:Pakis
first orbiter lifts off

mounting bracket. The payload
itsell weighs around 7kgs. It
carries two cameras 1o take
s of the lunar surface and
has other sensors and
apparatuses for decp-space
communication, altitude
controls, and other functions.

The primary criteria for mission
success will be achieved with the
successful separation of the
ICUBE-Q CubeSat into lunar
orbit from the Chang ‘e-6 Orbiter.
Following ICUBE-Q's
separation. the secondary criteria
will invelve the satellite
ing the beacon signal.
which will confirm that the
orbiteris working satisfactorily.

Bilawal nominates
Sardar Salim Haider as
Punjab governor

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Paku
Bhutto Zardas
Haider Khan for the coveted office of Punjab
governor.

Sardar Salim oniginally hails from Attock
served @

government in the past. He
the divisional president of PPP from Rd\\dlplﬂﬂ
division,

Speaking to Dunya News, he said that the PP

chairman officially conveyed him that he would be
the Punjab governor and notification in this regard
would be issued by tonight
other PPP loyalist Faisal Karim
Iy to be made Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP)governor
The party sources said thal Amjad Alridi and Asma
Alamgir are also in run for the race to hold the
coveted office in KP
However, the final decision in this regard will be
made by the central leadership.
Abm.lprullh.

'1Im| hailed from F:

ran for the provincial assembly constituency PP-18
(Altock-1V)as a PP P eandidate but did not win. He
secured 37,140 votes but lost to Malik Muhammad
Anwar of Pakistan Muslim 1
In the 2008 g s elected o
the National Assembly from NA- \')Ef\llm.k 1 as
a PPP candidate. e received 71,400 votes,
defeating PML-Q's Waseem Gulzar

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha

The newly appointed Deputy
Commissioner of Sargodha
Captain Retd Aurangzeb Haider
Khan has started his work after
the charge. Aurangzeb
rade 19 officer,
as Additional
1 the Chief: Minister's
Office. He also served as Deputy
Commissioner in Abbottabad.
Mansehra and Khushab. He held
an introductory meeting  with
Additional Deputy

carlier s
Sceretary

Commissioners on Friday
that the construction

and
|Iculuwnuu of the district and
¢ of the people were

"all officers are parl ul ny leam,

will work together and will see
improvement in administrative
matters. Among  other issues,
special attention will be

health, edus
The problems of the people of the
district will be solved on priority

Sargodha: New D¢
Assumes Charge, Talks
About His Prlorltles

cnsure visils o government
sehools and hospitals and identity
the deficien s0 that they could
cd immediately and

[ ic. He said
art from cleanliness of eities
focus should

be given on the vision of Punjab
Chief Minister Marvam Nawaz
Sharif's clean villages programme.
c-bikes and cheap bread.
clarified th:

He

alteration in revenue

officer and ofli
work properly will not stay in the
district

CM Maryam meets WHO regional director,
pledges cooperation in healthcare

LAHORE

¢ Punjab Chiel Minister Maryam
Nawaz held a meeting with the
World Health Organization (WHO)
Regional Director for the Eastern
Mediterranean, Dr. Hanan Balkhy.

D i Dr. Hanan
congratulated Mary Nawaz on
toric achicvement as the first
female CM of Pumjab. Marvam
Nawaz also extended her
congratulations to Dr. Hanan

SAE W ?a{ INE  Soon Times Comespondent

Balkly for the role of

The Pun]all CM praised Dr. Hanan's contributions to the health sector and her efforts in public infection control.

the activation of 32

WHO Regional Director.

The Punjab CM praised Dr
Hanan's contributions 1o the
health sector and her efforts in
public infectioncontrol.

Maryam Nawaz emphasized the
importance of cooperation and
collaboration with the WHO for
discasc control and treatment
iniliatives.

Highlighting the si,
the health sector, Mary

ificance of
m Nawaz

field hospitals to cater to rural
residents.

She also pledged to cstablish
state-of-the-art hospitals in every
district within five years,

Dr. Hanan Balkhy stressed the
necessity of timely prevention
and treatment of epidemics.
especially for residents in remote
arcas. She pledged that the WHO
would provide timely health
facilities during natural disaslers

Crime-friendly SHO PS
Satellite Town fails to
curb crime

Soon Times Correspondent them a
Sargodha: a
Consisting of the posh arcas of  erimin
\m.mllu and .lci_llll[“l\L. communities.

Iurulml
and thefl:

the crime-
friendly SHO Umair Abdullah leaves

are caught red-handed.

(ter intriguimg. Police patrols in the
re comple
a fice p
allows drug dealers to sell drugs by
eing extortion. The new DPO should
open court in the Satellite Town
area of the Police Station 1o
problems of the residents of the suburb so
that the exploits of the incompetent SHO
can be brought to light

closed, giving
visiting SHO

L L L4

ten lo the
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Anti Encroachment Drive

ian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada, Federal

have added extra construction
illegally inside the
courtyard/rooftops by
disturbing the original plan of
the building and directed the
concerned to start anti-
encroachment drive
immediately. Furthermore, he
highlighted that after the
issuance of notices, all illegal
occupants will be evicted from
the government
accommodations with the
assistance of the District
Administration and Capital
Development Authority, in
accordance with the law.

attended the meeting. During the
course of meeting, Dr. Shahzad
Khan Bangash, directed Obaid
ud Din, Director General, Estate
Office to issue notices to all
those allottees who have made
additional construction in their
government allotted houses and
subletting of federal government
owned residential
accommodations. Secretary
Housing also directed to issue
notices to the allottees that are
using federal government
accommodations for
commercial activities. It was
also decided during the meeting
that stern action shall be taken

against all property dealers
facilitating the subletting of
government accommodations.
DG Estate Office assured the
Secretary that notices will be
issued immediately in
accordance with Rule 16 and 19
of the AAR. He further apprised
that a similar action was taken in
2018 on the directions of August
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
whereby 2200 houses were
vacated from the possession of
illegal occupants.Secretary
Housing emphasized that
according to the directions of the
Housing Minister strict action
shall be taken against those who

Minister for Housing
and Works, issued directives to
take stock of illegal occupations

and encroachments of federal
government owned residential
accommodations namely in
various sectors of Islamabad. Dr.
Shahzad Khan Bangash,
Secretary Housing and Works,
chaired a meeting in this regard.
Muhammad Ashfaq Ghumman,
Additional Secretary Housing,
Malik Saeed, Joint Secretary
Estate, Obaid ud Din, Director
General, Estate Office, and other
senior officers of the ministry

Echoes of Freedom: Navigating "Towards Meaningful and

Press Challenges in Pakistan

Adnan Hameed

World Press Freedom
Day. observed on May 3rd
globally, serves as a poignant
reminder of the indispensable role
a free press plays in upholding
democracy and safeguarding
fundamental rights. In Pakistan.
however, the landscape of press
freedom presents a complex
narrative  marred by financial
struggles. unequal treatment, and
grave risks flaced by
Journalists. The backbone of
journalism. comprising beat
reporters, camerapersons, and
supporting staff. often grapple
with dire financial crises as media
houses withhold salarics and

neglect their rights. While
prominent media figures cnjoy
preferential treatment and hefty
compensations, the vast majority
toil in obscurity. their
contributions sidelined and
undervalued.It is imperative that
we break free from this dichotomy,
The time has come for media
institutions to recognize the equal
worth of all journalists and afford
them the rights and respect they
deserve. There must be an end to
the disc: ation that perpetuates
disparities within the
industry.Morcover. the
establishment of robust platforms
forthe protection of journalists and
their families is paramount,
Existing media unions and
organizations. dispersed across
Pakistan. must unify their efforts
and speak with one voice 1o
amplify their demands. Only
through collective action can they
effectively advocate for their
rights and confront the challenges
face.In Pakistan.
governmental and

they
non-

governmental stakeholders alike
must adhere to both international
and national press freedom laws.
Concrete steps must be taken 1o
address the identified issues
plaguing the journalistic
community. ensuring their safety.
security, and well-being.On a
global scale. the plight of
Jjournalists in conflict zones. such
as Palestine, serves as a stark
reminder of the dangers inherent in
their profession. The staggering
number of journalists killed and
detained underscores the urgent
need for enhanced protections.
Journalisis are not mere targets but
invaluable conduits of truth,
combating disinformation and
documenting reality amidst
adversily.As we commemorale
World Press Freedom Day. lel us
reaffirm our commitment to
defending the rights of journalists
cverywhere, Their freedom is
intertwined with the very fabric of
democracy, and their protection is
nen-negotiable.

At OIC CFM, Pakistan calls for
immediate Gaza ceasefire, humanitarian
corridor, Israel's accountability

BANJUL (Gambia)

Web Desk

As the foreign ministers of the OIC
countrics gathered ahcad of the
Islamic  Summit here. Pakistan
called for the declaration of an
immediate and unconditional
ceasefire in Gaza, lifting of the
inhuman sicge and opening of a
humanitarian corridor. besides
urging the international community
1o hold Isracl accountable for its war
crimes in Gaza.

Deputy Prime Ministerand Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar, in his address at
the Preparatory Meeting of Foreign
Ministers for the 15th Sessionof the
Istamic Summit Conference held
here on Thursd: Iso called foran
end to indiscriminate use of force
and retum of the displaced people.
Ishag Dar. who arived in the
Gambian capital city of Banjul on
Wednesday for the OIC Islamic
Summit, also emphasised the UN
Security Council’s role in
implementing ils resolution 2728
for cessation of hostilities, asking
Isracl to halt all settlements in the

nccnplcd Pnlcslmnn tcrnloncsmsd
quish all usurped
propertics.
The theme of this year's Summit is
“Enhancing Unity and Solidari
through D!.I|D_L,\IC for Sust;
Development”™. Dun
Pakistan was unanimously clcclcd
as the Vice-Chair of the Burcau of
Foreign Ministers” Preparatory
Mecting for 1 5th Islamic Summit of
the OIC.
Deputy Prime Minister and Forcign
Minister congratulated the
Gambian Foreign Minister
Mamadou Tangara, on assuming
the Chairmanship of the Session
and 15th Islamic Summit and
appreciated the role of the outgoing
chair. the government of the
Kingdomof Saudi Aral
Dar expressed Pakistan’s deep
concern aboutl the ongoing
genocide and starvation of Gaza
people d called for the
reactivation of OIC's Ministerial
Commiltee on Isracli aggression
1 the Palestinians. offering
an ‘s assistance to the body.

The deputy prime minister and
foreign minisier reaffirmed
Pakistan’s full support for the
umllclmblc right to sclf-
of the F ini
people and stated that the only
permanent solution o the current
crisis lies in the creation of a secure,
viable, contiguous, and sovereign
slate of Palestine based on the pre-
June 1967 borders. with Al-Quds
Al-Sharif as its capital.
He strongly condemned the
oppressive actions in Indian
Illegally  Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (ITOJK) including
extrajudicial  killings and media
blackouts. He pledged Pakistan’s
unwavel iplomatic support for
the Kashmiri people’s right to sclf-
determination as mandated by
relevant UN Sccurity Council
Resolutions.
Ishaq Dar stressed the imperative of
joint action by the OIC 1o confront
rising Islamophobia. which was
manifested by an increasing
number of incidents of
discrimination, violence.

Enlightening English"

Mushtaque Ahmed Rahu

"Towards Meaningful and
Enlhightemng English” ering

h Through Grammar,
v oand Compo:
the legendary English teacher is
literary gem that stands as 4
for aspiring candidates
for recruitment

appoiniment exam
competilive examinations,
ncluding & CCE. This
comprehens book offers a
holistic approach to cnhancing

lang skills, focusing on
grammar, com pl'illli)ll. error
detection, vocabulary,

ng, writing skills, a
wriling.

One of the standout features of this
book 1s its meticulous attention to
lundamental grammar rules. The

nm\ulm;. clear i.‘\p\ml'llwna a I

examples. The book

s their

grammatical proficiency, offering
a systematic breakdown of
grammar C(\lh}cpl
compelili a
The section on compo
true highhght, showcea;
author’s experti

ng the
m guiding
through the art of efliective

2. The book not onl
essential techniques for erafting
coherent and compelling
compositions but also  nurtures
creativity and originality in
expression.  Aspinng  candidates
section particularly
as it equips them with

W communicate ideas
ely and eloquently

skill in any competitive
and "Tow
and  Enlighter
" c\ul». i provi
\um.lum! approach to dentif
and rectfying emors. The hm}.
presents a wide amay of ex
that challenge readers to sharpen
their error-spotting
2 they are well-prepared for
the rigorous demands of
recruitment tests. So e ernor
detection seguent is a gem for
takers, as it meticwlously dissects
common mistokes, By elwcidating
the rationale behind ervors, the
book equips readers with a
discerning eve for identifiing and
rectifving  grammatical slip-ups.
This section serves as a vital tool
Jor howing precision in langnage
usage. acrwcial skill incompetitive

abilities.

st

1=

examinations,

Vocabulary ennichment is another
forte of this book. The author
ntroduced

a diverse range of

words, idioms. and phrases.
fostering a nuanced and
sophisticated command of the

comprehension and reinforces
leaming.

Whether any student. educator, or
I i "Terms of

English 1 The incl of
contextual examples ensures that
readers not only expand their
vocabulary but alse comprehend
how o use these words effectively
indifferent scenarios,

The speaking English tips
component adds a creative
dimension to the book. Levemging
the narrative form. the author
skillfully d the art of

Language” serves as an invaluable
reference ool that enriches
understanding of the intricate
workingsof the English language.
"Cloze Test Mastery” is an
indispensable resource for honing
language proficicncy skills,
particularly in the context of
competitive examinations and

effective communication. This not
only enhances language
proficiency but also instills the
ability to convey ideas in a
captivating manner an asset for
any teacher or professional
communicalor.

The anthor's emphasis on honing
writing skills extends to the
seclion on essay wriling. With
insightful tips and model essays.
the book cquips candidates with
the tools to tackle cssay prompls
effectively. The inclusion of
€s5ayS 0na variety exams.

of topics ensures that readers are
well-prepared  for the diverse
themes that may appear in
recruitment and competitive
exams,

"Paragraph Writing Unleashed” is
a practical guide that demystifics
the process of crafling cohesive
and compelling paragraphs,
Through clear and concise
instructions, the book covers
cssential aspects such as topic
sentences. supporting details. and
transitions. empowering readers to
express their ideas with clarity and
coherence. What sets this book
aparl is its emphasis on creativily
and individual expression.
encouraging writers o develop
their unique voices while adhering
to cstablished conventions. The
inclusion of diverse prompts and
exercises slimulales creativity and
facilitates practice. making it
suitable for leamers of all levels,

Whether any. student,
professional, or aspiring wriler,
raph Wi Unleashed"

provides the tools and guidance
needed to unleash I|K.‘ full potential
ofwritien expression.

Precis wril an often
overlooked skill. is given due
impontance in this comprehensive
guide. The book demyslifies the
artof precis writing, offering step-
by-step guidance on summarizing
passages while ret. ng their core
meaning. This scction isa valuable
resource for candidates aiming to
ace the precis writing component
of competitive exam:
"Terms of Languag

is a must-

decper understanding of English
language concepts. This book
offers a comprehensive
exploration of various linguistic

terms, ranging from phonetics to
syntax. and scmantics lo
pragmatics. Each term is
clucidated with clarity and
precision. making it accessible to
both beginners and advanced
learners. The inclusion of
examples and excrcises enhances

The book presents a
wide array of cloze test exercises.
cach strategically designed to
challenge and improve
comprehension, vocabulary. and
grammar, What sets this book
apart is its progressive difficulty
level, allowing learners o start
from the basics and gradually
advance to more complex
exercises. The detailed

explanations pro

weakness and offer
improvement. Whether anyone
preparing for standardized tests or
simply aiming (o cnhance
language skills, "Cloze Test
Mastery” is a valuable tool that
equips you with the strategics and
techniques needed toexcel.
In conclusion, "Towards
ul and Enlightening
English" isa must-have for anvone
aspiring to excel in recruitment
tests, teachers' appointment
exams, and CSS/CCE. The book is
the gifl of the author's 50 years of
rich experience of teaching
English Grammar and
Composition at college and
university levels. The legendary
English lcencl\cn‘s expertise shines
through. providing a holistic and
enlighte approach 1o
mastering the muances of the
English language. This book not
only serves as a guide for exam
preparation but also as a
companion for a lifelong journcy
towards meaningful and cloquent
expression in English. The book
has received an overwhelming
response. and feedback from wsers
has been overwhelmingly positive,
with many lavding the book's nser-

[riendly approach and its practical

applicability. Some have
highlighted the efficacy of the
provided exercises in reinforcing
concepts. while others have
praised the book for demystifying
complex grammar rules. |
recommend this book to every
student, Every English subject
Teacher. and the libraries of Govi
colleges and schools must put for
studens study.

Note: The first edition of the book
was published in August 2023, the
second edition (Revised &
Updated) in December 2023, and
now the third edition is duc in
March2024.
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Shakir Bashir Awan maugurates OPD

building at THQ Hospital Nowshera

Soon Times Correspondent
Nowshera Soon Sakesar:

PML-N's Leader and MNA Malik Shakir
Bashir Awan, Former MPA Malik Javed
Awan, ADCG Qazi Sohaib Ahmed, CEOQ
Health Rana Akbar, Assistant Commiissioner
Nowshera Irfan Martinand MS THQ Hospital

building at Tehsil Headguarters Hospital
Nowshera. MNA Malik Shakir Bashir Awan
said that with the establishment of OPD, an
emergency  department eq with
technology and for

ched for the population

nl Soon Valley. In accidents and other

bia Javed d the OPD

prompt medieal attention ¢an

lives. In PML-N's government,
are being provided to paticnts
Punjab goves committed
o provide quality 2

peaple. Doctors in THQ Hospital Nowshera

will be appointed scon on vacant posts. Later
he inspected the und building

DSP Patrolling reviews the
performance of Patrolling
Police for Aprll

Soon Times Correspondent
Nowshera Soon §
Under the chainn hip of DSP Patroll
Ghulam Mujtaba. the performance of Patrolling
Police Distriet Khushab for the month of April
2024 was reviewed. In the month of April.
P: m\llm.. Police Khushab tered 01 drug

erim |.|\x and 03 court fugil
2663 challans were issued against overloaded
vehick ¢ and helmetless drivers,
2 (\Ihn.r traflic ml

Ihdb:K‘hllLdlllll\L n.mmml m..mm I)Hl‘
Rana Ghulam Mujtaba expressed his
n with the performance of patrolling
in the month of April and directed to

of Trauma Centre.

Imran accuses CJP of being
‘biased’ against PTI

@ Ex-PM alleges Justice Qazi Faez Isa hehaving like gout's 'B-team’

Saon Times Comrespondent

Former prime minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-c-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan on Friday urged the courts to
expedite hearings of his cases,
accusing Chicl Justice of Pakistan
(CJIP) Qazi Facz Isa of being “biased™

gainst his party.

"l urge all judges presiding over my
cases Lo expedite the hcarmgs ;md
refrain from unjustified delays.” he
said in a message from Rm\:llpmdx s
Adiala Jail.

o Sa\ ing that delaving the
st he
sald that all cases against
him were false. baseless.
and concocted. Khan
' referred to CIP Isa's
statement, saying, "He
stated that there is no
pressure on him, but
pressurc comes to those
who refuse to indulge in
wrongdoing. You are
behaving like
[government’s] B-team

against PTL"

"You snatched clectoral symbol from
PTI. denied a level playing field. and
violated our fundamental human rights
in the guise of the May 9 incidents, on
which our on has been pending
since May 25, 2023, without a hearing
1ill today.”

He said that PTI's petitions against
rigging during the general clections have
not been heard vet. adding that PTI's
women's reserved seals issue is also
pending.

"The Supreme Court's decisions have
revived the doctrine of necessity once
again. This is a historic opportunity for
great nations o capitalise on historic
moments.” Khan emphasised.

He criticised that decisions were being
cocreed through threats, which was
dismantling the country’s judicial
system. “The remarks of high court
Jjudges have proved that jungle law
prevails in the country. It's time for
Supreme Court judges to stand up like
high court judges and reject wrong
decisions.”

Khan stated. "I am always ready for
dialogue, but dialogue will only happen
when ourstolen mandate is returned. and
our innocent workers imprisoned in jails
arereleased.”

He asserted that dialogue occurs with
adversaries, and PTI's most formidable
adversaries are the ones with whom
dialogue will be initiated.

The former prime minister said that he
had written a letter to The Telegraph, i
which he explained that not only his life
wasindanger butalso his wife's.

ADB, donors agree $5b ADF replenishment;
grants also available for Pakistan

m Grants more

TBILISI:

Donors and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) have agreed 1o a
replenishment of $5 billion for ADB’s
Asian Development Fund (ADF) 14 and
Technical Assistance Special Fund
(TASF) 8. with Pakistan emerging as a
recipient of the grants.

The commitment was made during
ADB’s 57th annual meeting held in
Thilisi, Georgia. said a press relcase on
Friday.

The ADF is ADB’s largest source of
grants for operations in its poorest and
most vulnerable developing member
countries and is replenished every four
vears,

ADF 14—marking the 13th
replenishment since the fund’s
establishment—will support grant

operations during the 2025--2028 cycle.
The statement said that the ADF 14
replenishment is about 22% higher than
the $4. navailable in ADF 13, and
provide eligible ADB members with

than ever as most

the largest-cver volume of ADF grants,
TASF 8 will provide grants that help
prepare projects. build capacity. and
provide technical or policy advice.
“Grants are more important than ever as
our poorest and most vulnerable
members seck 1o reverse recent
development setbacks and take urgent
action to combat the climate crisis,” said
ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa,
“This remarkable replenishment
demonstrates ADF donors™ continued
partnership with ADB to address the
pressing development challenges of

seek [o reverse recent

says

those most inneed.”

ADF 14 prioritises dedicated assistance
to small island developing states that are
particularly  vulnerable—especially to
climate chzmy:—emd o counlrics i
fragileand conflict-affected situations.
ADF 14 will continue to play a critical
role in supporting climate change
adaptation and disaster risk reduction. It
will cnable expanded assistance for
regional cooperation i
goods, and for transformative gender
action. [1 will also provide a
assistance in the event of emergencies
throughits crisis response window,

The press release said that more than
$2.5 billion, or 51%. of the
replenishment will be funded by
contributions from donors including two
new countries: Armeniaand Georgia.
ADB will significantly increase its net
income transfers to ADF, from just under
$1.2 billion in ADF 13 to almost $1.6
billionin ADF 14, anincrease of 35%.

Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan discussing Pak-Australia historical relations with the Australian High Commissioner
to Pakistan, Mr. Neil Hawkins on the occasion of Australia Day in Spring 2024.

P Turther.

Deputy Drugs Controller
conducts surgical grand
operation

Fimes Correspondent
podha:

Deputy Drugs Controller
conducted a surgk
against drug m
Chief Drug Controller T

m

sod's Medical Service,

lmits, stolen drugs from PAF
Force hospital, drugs without bill
warranty and huge quantity ol expired
were seized and sealed under the
2 Act. He Sent letter to District
Quality Control Board

large quantity of narc
L\pullml from Auf’ Pharmac
Pur city
Distriet Quality  Control
prosecution. ]kpm\ Drugs

mits of Shah Pur
ients through
it a letter o the

Distriet Quality Control Board to take action
againsthim

illegal advertisement

ANF recovered 2 tons &
133 kg of drugs, arrested
71in 10 operatlons

Soon Times Correspondent
Rawalpindi

ANF operations against drug trallicking are
continuing. ANF recovered 2 tons and 133 kg
of drugs in 10 operations and arrested 7
suspects. ANF s of heroin
from a parcel destined for UK at DHL office at
Lahore Adrport. 460 grams of ice
recovered from a passenger going to
atKarachi Airport. 1.4 kg of icews

was

raim
recovered
from 3 parcels at the couner office in Quetta
The ANF recovered 14 grams of weed from a
pareel sent from the HI\ at a courier office in

d from Qila Abdullah. 19 kg
recovered suspects at Port
hi. ANF recovered 14 kg ha
ukran Road Hub, 8. 8kg b

m were recovered from the

kg opi
near M1 Islamabad. 5.6 kg diazepam was

tional at Zero
ms of hashish was
ed near GT Road,

recovered
Attock. €
have been

under the Anti-Narco

g
accused and inve:

Celebration of Australia
Day in Spring 2024

gender eque High Commissioner
affirmed: "We're particularly excited to be
working with our Pakistani colleagues 1o
support their \.ﬂulh to empower woimnen and
full potent Mr.
car we celebrate
the

Soon Times Correspondent the
Islamab
Australia’s High Commission
Neil Hawkins celebrated Aus 1y
Spring with a vibrant reception, to mark the
enduring
Pakist
kins empha I the historical t

vears and the d ambition to
capitalise on the dvnamism m the two
countries.
relatively yvoung nations but old civil
We share a federal system of governance, lian-Pakis!
together with a rich cultural diversity thousands of Pakistani A 1 alumni will
delicate ecosystems, and unique bring our countries closer together.” The
" Mr. Hawkins remarked celebration witnessed the participation of
cmains a steadfast supporter of a many [riends of Australia, including
that democers politicians, officials. diplomats. media.
prosperous and stable, 1 development partners and
Constitution. Highlighting the importance of

between
Inte

of cooperation
: n Centre for tonal
Agricultural Rq ch and P: n. We also
celebrate 40 of cooperation between our
Looking ahead Mr Hawkins
m confident that the more than

is and

many

colleagues.




Judge says gag order
won't prevent Trump
from testifying in
criminal case

NEW YORK

he judge overseeing Donald Trump's
crminal trial said on
Friday that a gag order preventing him
from commenting about witnesses and
Jurors does not bar him from testifving
ineourt on his own behalf.

1o Mr. Trump: vouhave
an absolute right to testify at trial,”
Jus

reporters before e
courtroom.

Trump said hn legal team \mul\l iry to

ng the

L public comments about

s nd families of the
wtors if those
to interfere with

judge and pro
statements are me:

Top US officials
Blinken, Austin to
visit India for
Indo-Pacific talks

TBILISL
Marniam Tsertsvadze, the co-founder of
an animal chanty in the (n.nq_ldu
capital. has man v
hours of sleep a night in the past few
she is full of energy.
has joined thousand:

government bill on
that have
authoritarian and

uul\]\.l\lm.d

The bill, which purliament approved in
the second of three readings on
Wednesday, would require
organisations receiving more than 20%
of their funding from abroad to register.

NATO members 'deeply concerned' by
activities such as sabotage on alliance soil

NRTO allies condemned Russia's hehat

BRLU
NATO countries say the

are deeply
of I\\l:rm
lliance’s soil
d which t]lu

Jens

NATO Seerelary
Stoltenbeng said Thursday in a m
posted on the social med;
that actions including d
sabotage. acts of violence
tronicinterference “will not deter us
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duropean countries, posing a strategic
threat to NATO as its members focus on
the war inUkraine.
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Sudanese refugees
flee UN camp in
Ethiopia following

attacks
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Web Desk
Al least 1,000 Sudanese refugees have
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Pakistan to tour South Africa in
December for T20I, ODI, Test series

Sports Desk

“The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Friday announced that the Green
Shirts would tour South Africa in
December for three T201s, three
ODIsand two Tests,

Durban. Centurion. and

Johannesburg will host the T201s
from December 1010 14. The ODIs
will be played between December
17 and 22 in Paarl. Cape Town, and
two ICC
2023-25

be held at Centy
W Cape Town — from December
26 to 30 and from January 3 to 7

respectively the ericket board
said ina press release
The PCI3 said the al side will

depart for Durban on December 2
afler reluming from Austra
November 19, having featured ina
senies of three ODIs and three
T20Is from November 4 1o 18
After completing their African
safari on January & the national
side will take on New Zealand and
South Africa in a three-nation ODI
tournament on home » which
will be followed by the eight-team
ICC Champions Trophy 2025 in
Pakistan
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Pakistan slide to number
7 in T20 rankings

Sports Desk
tan on Friday lost two spots in the
national Cricket Couneil (1CC)
iding 1o the seventh
positi rding 1o the annual
update issued by the global eri
oy
India (264) are still at the top in the
updated T201
has dropped from 11 po
seven with second-placed Australia
(257) rising above third-placed
England (
South Afiic

el

(230) also jumped two
spots from sixth to fourth 0w
only two rating points behind England
West Indies (249) in sixth place are two points ahe:
of [Pakistan.
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ries triumph over Australia under
2021

impressive
skipper Virat Kohli that finished in Janvary o
dropping out of the rankings period.” the ICC said in

21 and May 2 ¢
nd the ones in the
that includes Australia's

Iin\lomm. 12 months
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Liverpool manager
Klopp speaks up
about Mohamed

Sporns Desk

Days after heated exch
between the Liverpool manager
and the forward player last week
that made headlines. Jurgen Klopp

revealed the status of his
relationship with Egyptian
Mohamed SalahFriday.

While speaking in a pre-match
press conference. Jurgen Klopp
told the media that they have
known each other forvery long and
they know how they should deal

with it without any oulside
expectations.
The manager said while

responding 1o the question about
the bilateral matter: "Completely
resolved. It's no problem. If we
didn't know cach other for that
. I'm not sure how we would

r-old German noted:
"But we've known cach other for
that long and respect cachothertoo
much that it's really no problem. I
think ave the right to deal with
these kinds of things completely

r Blie Area, Istamabad. Printer Sargodha,
3rd Floor, Handicraft Building, Abdullalt Haroon Road, Karachi.

Salah amid spat

independent of any expectations
from the outside. So we are
absolutely fine with it, that's a
long story."

Liverpool’s Mo Salah and the
manager were spotted having a
spat last week Saturday against
the match with West Ham at the
London Stadium when the teams
drew by 2-2.

At that time, Salah did not reveal
anything about the argument. but
said: "If I speak. there will be
fire,"

Referring to Salah's benching,
Klopp s:nd "In general, the best
situation would be that
evervone's in the best possible
place. we win the games. we
score loads of goals and yes. then
the situation probably would not
have been exactly like that."
Salah has been off the field for
two of Liverpool's last three
stand-offs, but will be in action
against Totienham Sunday.




