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In letter to PM,
Gandapur
expresses concern
over exclusion of

KP projects from
PSDP

Times Correspondent

TAWAR

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Mmister Ali Amin
Gandapur has a letter to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif regarding the exclusion of 91
development projeets of the provinge from the Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP).

In the letter, Gandapur stated that the Planning
Committee's decision was deeply disappointing,
observing that the exclusion of 91 development
s from the PSDP would significantly impact
1Ce.

The CM termed the exclusion of ongoing
development projects a violation of the decisions
m1d|. during meetings of the Special Investment
on L-\uuul (SIFC) as well as the National

I}

ter, Gandapur also mentioned the d
taken during the NEC meeting, where empha
placed on prioritising the completion of ongoing
projects.

PM Shehbaz
congratulates
Narendra Modi on
taking oath as
prime minister

SoonTimes Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Monday congratulated his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi on taking ocath as the India's
premier.

Taking to his personal account on X, formerly
Twitter. PM Shehbaz wrote: "Felicitations 1o
@narendramodi on taking oath as the Prime
Ministerof India."

The Pakistani premier's felicitation for his Indian
counterpart came a day after he took oath as prime
ster for e third consccutive time and
retaining the coveted position.

Modi was swom in as premier on Sunday for a
record-cqualling third term but this time his
Bharatiya Janata Party is not na strong position,

AJK poet Ahmed
Farhad transferred
to Rara Jail on
judicial remand

Soon Times Correspondent

MUZAFFARABAD

The Sessions Court on Monday sent AJK poct
Ahmed Farhad to jail on judicial remand.

During the proceedings, Farhad was presented
before the court by police upon the completion of
his remand.

An incomplete challan was also submited to the
court.

The court ordered that Farhad be transferred to
on judicial remand.

Italso directed that he should be produced againin
courtonJune 24.

Following the court orders. the arrested poet was
transferred to Rara Jail.
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PM Shehbaz attends funeral
prayer of Capt Faraz Ilyas

Funeral prayer attended by Minister foi

SoonTimes Correspondent
I\l:lln abad

(I-.\ ce (IT D) attack in District 1

1G Punjab, many senior military office

by anlED.
PM Shehbaz also met withthe martyred

ents and  expi
He renamed

=
lrm\lnnn lhu village into a model
village

The premier told the parents that the
s of ther son would not

an unpn-\wd nph Ve

I prayed for the bereay
c\l!t.ﬂrll\L loss with fortitude
“Under the Qurani

Eit d(l\\Jn their lives for the
motherland

The PM said that the nation was proud
of its brave sons and the coward
terrorists could not succeed in shaking
their strong resolve.

PTI should compete
with Maryam Nawaz in

governance not debate:
Azma Bukhari

SoonTimes

Punjab government issues
gazette notification of
controversial Defamation
Law 2024

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Punjab government has
the gazetle notification of
DefamationLaw 2024
The bill has been become law
and .applu.dhh. 0N @VETY CiliZ

Correspondent
LAHORE

Punjab Information
Minister Azma
Bukhari stated that
Punjab CM Maryam
Nawaz was getling
on the nerves of
Pakistan Tehreck ¢
Insaf (PTI1).
reference to her opponent political party’s
incompetence to beat Maryam Nawaz in
governance

She gave response on the statements of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information Advisor Barrister
Saif. said Maryvam Nawaz was violating basic
human rights to satisfy her cgo by using the
police for political revenge.

ikhari stated if PTI wants to compete
qam Nawaz. do compete in governance
information minister also
warmned of May 9 incident” accused on hiding
under the guisc ol politics.

She claimed that PTI was planning of another
May 9 like incident, saving they haven't
accepled their mistakes nor ashamed of their
acts,

confirmed signing the
Def: Bill by Acting Punjab

3 million before trial. On
evidence of accusat

e blocked.
Tribunals will be formed that

nounce the verdict w :l.hm

opinion including journalists,
lawyers on ongoing cases in
tribunal

High courts benche:
cases of person
constitutional off
Disse on of fake news,
dis/misinformation on prit
electronic and social media is
prohibited under this law.

Earlier, the Govemnor House

ill hear the
ities holding

rmvcnwrM Ahmed Khan.

b Defamation Bill 2024
d by the Punjab
5 on May 20, which was
sent to Punjab Governor Sardar
5 Haider for approval

The Punjab Dela
has been challen

ion Act 2024
nthe Lahore
s afler it was
signed by Acting Punjab
Govemnor Malik Abmed Khan
The petition has been filed in the
Lahore High Court by journalist
Jafar Ahmed Yar and Raja Riaz
through Advocate Nadeem
Sarwar. In the petition. the Punjab
chiel minister and governor
through principal secretary

Attempts to disrupt Pakistan-China ties will be foiled: Tarar

= Defends Punjab Defamation Act, argulng If one can apologise before courts In other countries, then why not In Pakistan

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Information Minister Attaullah
Tarar on Monday the enemics
| could not digest the development
in Pak he promised to foil
the efforts made by political rivals
and extermal forces.

4 He also noted that some fc
ted to disrupt Paki:
: relations and were working on the
arious agenda of creating a
ation where there could not be
1 peace inthe country

The minister |!|ﬂm|\,u| to extend
complete seeurily to the Chi

na

living and working in
Pakistan uhch rooting o\ll the

he said an
ched on
1da mon ni Lhm.a-I kistan

Shehbaz  Sharif,
agreement had been r

ed  that
Yy owas a
for economic
he cniticised those

YOU CAN'

" BE BIGGER
N

ress conference that
no political leader could be
bi ¢ than

<
n through court

humil

globe, but 11||. things were
ging, as Paki
historic juncture leading to
development and prospenty

Budget 2024-25: PM Shehbaz Sharif to review
development programmes in NEC meeting
The 13th five-year plan — 2024 2029 —Wlll alsnlle nresented for allll'ﬂllﬂl in NEC meeting

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif will chaira meeting of
the National Economic
Council (NEC) at the PM
House today to finalise the
development programme for
the next financial year,
Thedevelopment pro, me
for the current financial year
will also be reviewed during
the meeting which will be
attended by the four
provincial chief ministers as
well as the representatives of
the federationand provinces.
The NEC. during the
meeting. is set to green light
c targets for the
financial year
2024-2025, while the 13th
five-year plan — 2024-2029
— will also be presented for
approval.

The economic growth target

inflation target for the current
fiscal yearwas 21%.

A target of 2% growth for
agriculture sector for new

for the mext fiscal year is
proposed to be 3.6%. the
publication said while the
economic growth target for the
current fiscal vear (2023-24)
wassetat 3.5%.

The average inflation target for
the new fiscal vear is proposed
to be at 12%. The average

3.5%.
The industrial sector growth

is proposed to be 4.4% in the
n nancial year. The target
of industrial sector was 3.4%
for the current financial year.
The services sector growth
target in the new financial year
is proposed to be set at 4.1%.
The target for this sector for the
cument fiscal year was 3.6%.

The investment targel is
proposed to be 14.2% of GDP.
The mational savings target
would be at 13.3% in the next
financial yes

According to sources. the
federal government has
prepared a five-vear (2024-
2029) plan for determining
important economic goals.
Magcroeconomic framework
has been made part of the plan.
The federal government has
decided to approve the five-
year plan in the budget of next
financial year. Under the five-
vear plan. important cconomic
goals will be determined,
The sources said
macroeconomic framework,
energy. balance of paymeni
development budget. food and
agriculture, population. poverty
and governance reforms are
partof the plan.




Minister for Religious Affairs
Interfaith
Chaudhry Salik Hussain,

and

Saudi

By Syedu Pakeeza Batool

The rapid proliferation of digital
teehnologies along with the surge in
cvber threats has promoted sl
throughout the world 1o design and
implement  effective

archartic

Vbersceurity

; xplores the
elobal security

announced the successful
conclusion of the pre-Hajj flight
operations with the departure of
the final flight from Pakistan to
Arabia.The last Saudi
Airlines flight,
Pakistani pilgrims, marked the
end of the month-long operation
as it departed from Islamabad to
the holy land on Monday.In his
message to all those who

Harmony,

carrying 380

Exploring glohal cybersecurity challenges;
Acomparative analysis of national strategies

compliance highlight
approach to managing evherspace.

phase, the minister expressed his
satisfaction with the successful
completion of the pre-Hajj flight
operations."This achievement is
a testament to the meticulous
planning and coordination of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony and other
stakeholders,"

he stated.The

minister emphasized that the
smooth operation was the result
of the tireless efforts of the
ministry's staff, who worked

of its import:

allocated
billion for
indicating significant st

=

mvestment
Japan
orappling with the cybersccurity
xmphuuuus of its advanced

k I nfrasiructure has

in this sector. Conversel

hall and provide
a comparative s of national
strategies, | L. the diverse
approaches adopted by different

countries 1o

uard their digital

infrastructure. According o a 2023

report by evbersecunty ventures, the

global cost of cybererime is projected
o reach S10.5 1 "
2025, up from S$3 trillion in 2015,

underseoring the escalating financial
threats

The United

impact of eybe
States, for instan
multi-layered  def v that
integrated public-private parinerships.
advanced threat detection and a strong
legi ¢ framework. The National
Institute of standards and
techmology(NIST)
in developing cyber:
cly

which are wi

various sectors
govemment allocated 513 78 billion
for federal cybersecunty spending
reflecting the  prioritization of llam
domain. In contrast. the European
union has pursued a more unified
approach through directives like
General data protection regulation
(GDPR) and The Nrmnlk uml
informa
(NSID). Im.lm:\l. on both data
protection and eritical infrastructure
security. The EUs strategy underscores
the importance of cross-border
cooperation and  hanmonization of
eybersecurity policies among member
states. with an investment of SL89
cybersec under the
rope program for the 2021-
2027 period.

(.Inu.- s evbersecurity

strategy
1

prionitized the protection of eritical
information mfrastructure through the
basic Act on cybers: '

nd the

iness and Strategy
n's
strategy is marked by an emphasis on
public awarcness and international
collaboration, particularly in the
context of major international events
like the Tokye Olvmpics.
Japan committed 82
enhancing its na
framework,

cybersecurity  approach.
¢ interiwined with its national
writy stralegy
amprehensive eyber defense

al eybersecunty

cignty, The Federal Service for
Supervision of Communications,
Information  Technology and mass
media (Roskomnadzor) plays a crucial
role in monitoring and controlling the
digital space, while policies like T
Sovereignty Internet Lawaim
isolate the R

Imm global

sive posture again
In 2023,
expenditure was

external threats.

cybersecu
estimated

National Cybersecurity
palicy(NCSP) of 2013 although
eriticizedfor its

lack of
comprehensiveness marks a

significant step towards establ

shing a

d by stringent

and comprelic ¥
the evbersecurity law of 2017, reflects
its broader political

nd  social

governanee model, This law mandates
data loc

ization, extensive monitonng

penaltics for non-

i 2ty
witl initiatives aimed at capacity
building. research and development,
and fostering a cullure ofeybersecurity
India

awareness
million 10

Asia

pires o

M Akbar
——====_ by stratcgic partnerships
South Asian region became  with technologically

nuclearized in 1998, this  advanced states. Relations H :
are conflictual litical  €nvironment. Due to failure
phenomenon reeeived #r¢ conlhictual at poliica :
India is trying to ' Alghan

international
immediately. Due to
traditional hostility,

allention

n wants to resolve the

-:nnllml

power

while

tble.
Americ

unre:

Global playe

inter A behaviour is cold war but it wrned out 10
concerned onm the threatlo \lf‘lh. ic ilil have more disadvantages
introduction of nuclear ;:'“"“ 3 [:::E::: *"""'U‘ lh(;lr than advantages giventhe US
weapons in South Asia. o s stable. There imposition of arms embargo

v factors at
regional and

There are
international,
local level which impacts

deterrence stability n South elv beer : against
¥ 3 doctrines, rale of Do SNl besn of aela All those ooy inlran, The program
'[,;M: Iovof 1 international factors, 'Nis deal. Th developments give India a desirived th ‘ir T
e to rivalry of twa uclear |1 EETI RO S o diaasa nocledr. Talss sénke of sedly wnd. 91 e centrifu;
states caic rezional challenges like ;o
virommentin South Asnis  leTrorism and non-state power but continues to there are chances of low
constanly changing. It is #¢tors. technological exclude Pakistan [rom casualty '"I:“""‘ India and
5 = e ¢ cvbe t zreat 1 o strategie
ery 4 4 like eyber npuclear club. In order 1o ! '8 B T i
YECY Mot To AT technical issues e ¥ stability in South Asia. India  Years. In this ¢ e there are
eredible  deterrene all g ter China, US tends to . Hegedly state:
like accidental launcl of is continuously expandi allegedly state
! because Ilun. o NG AICHOSIU. launc i O and ee ¢ and : .
d local chall expand econamie and eienr program which  inthecaseof thecyber-attack
likelihood tha i local challenges 4 L : prog Y
2 like leadership role military eaf of India 4, hifts inNuclearForce  on the K
nucloar weapdns ix S SRR RS This deal allows India 1o Posture of India which is pl Ind ¢
renounced by both the states,  these  factors 3 b osture of India which is  plant in India, & group o
% deterrence stabil carry nuclear trade and based on counter force

India wants to become a

are different challenge:
deterrence stabil

Asia This artiele fo
challenge:

v in

like shifts in

International
specially US have a key role

actlors

in South Asian strategic

relations with US have been
Pakistan joined
an alliance during

o after 1965 war to appease
IndiaIndo-US nuclear deal
signed in 2008 and Paki

The Middle
ceybersecurity landscape with countries
vhersecurity like Israel and SaudiaArabi

reflective of

adoptingdistinet strateg
their geopolitical contexts.
renowned for
prow
innovation

Israel

its eybersecurity

leveragesits technical

svstem. robust

intelligence  capa and strong
private scctor collaboration
estaldishment of Israel National
Cyber Directorate (INCD)
exemplifies a centralized approach to
cyberseeurity e In 2003,
Israel's cybersecunty exports exceeded
S1L hillion demonstrating its global
leadership in this field dia Arabia
focusing on diversify its economy
through vision 2030, has implemented
the National Cybersecurity
Authority(NCA) o enhance cyber
resilience across The
Kingdom's strategy is characterized by

he

vern

seclors

.‘Hglnl‘l int investments in
evhersecurity infrastructure, talent
tional

development and interr
partnerships. 5

$800 million towards cybersecurity
"l}z‘

wlia Arabia allocated

Cybersecurity Strategy2021.
emphasizes  buil
infrastructure. creating a safer
cyberspace and fostering intermnati
cooperation. The Cybersecurity
Agency of Singapore(CSA jplay
pivotal role in orchestrating national
efforts and ensuring a proactive
eybersceunity posture.,

which

a

collaboration.
AustralianCybersecurity cenfer
(ACSC) serves as the central hub for
threat incident
response. Australian’s evbersecurity
budget for 2023 was $920million

ntelligence and

matenal

fissile

region will be d
All these developm
push Paki towards
wstan's | p which does

ese

not cleardy [l in line with

what the US want vis-:
its China Strategy.
Technological advaneements
and developments of
weapons useful in
counterforce role lead India
to denounce ne fist use
peliev. All these
developments can lead to
conflict escalation in South

diligently to ensure the comfort
and safety of the pilgrims.He also
highlighted the wvarious
initiatives taken by the ministry
to facilitate the pilgrimage.
including the introduction of
discounted long and short
packages. The minister expressed
his gratitude to the pilgrims, the
airlines, and the ministry's staff

for their

cooperation and
dedication in making the pre-
Hajj flight operations a

contributed to the success of this

SereneAir,

success.He underscored the

decided 10

an statehood, Thi

recently
Pales

poter

ally help revive the idea of a

two-state solution which 15 a long-

supported international goal that I
Prime M;
strongly

ister Benjamin Netanyvahu
apposcs. Spain's Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez clarified that

this decision should not be seen as an

action 1 lsrael
Nei

terronsm”

again

Despite

ahu labeling it a “reward for
ep

ropean

chez views it as

towards peace. Other

countrics might follow suit adding to

the over 140 nations that already

recognize Palestinian statchood

the
remains complex and fense. R

However. situg

on
h, &
n the Gaza Strip 1

der the heavy

k despite international calls for

tramnt

This includes
tional Court of Ju: the
and the European Union

3 it challenging 1o sec these
diplomatic recognitions. ag ar

more than symbolic gestures,

highlighting internal divisions within
Europe and s struggle to apply
The
by Ireland, Spain and Norway

coordinated pressure on Tsracl

actio

1 reflect growing frustration in
Europe over stalled peace efforts and
the Tsmeli government’s perecived
withoul a unified
European approach, these individual

stubbomnness. Yel,

itions  may

not significantly

change the sitvation. The ongoing

violenc

in Rafah emphasi

s the gap

targets India claims th:
war preparation are
China but
China is also dos
Pakistan. There arg
other wa i i
poliey go

many

the

Nucl
Facil

rs or individuals with

technological e
el

Sev
evbe

Natanz Nucle:

Asia

wvolved but

hncl.us was ired for the
their

task. In
objective was o acquire W
mformation on
based nuclear fuel.
case of Indin and Pakistan,
Agreement on
Prohibition of Altack

December 1988 s sl in to
t it does not ensure
that a cyber-att:

be preven
the agreement. There can be
al objectives behind a wy
ack. As densely
populated as
aftermath of a possible
reactor meltdown
catastrophic.
Non-State actors are threat to
strategic stability
Attacks on
Parliament and military base

respectively  brou
and Pakistan cnis
peak. Both states mobilized
forces along

Recognizing Palestine Marks
New Era in Diplomacy

between diplomatic actions and on the

ground realit en though more

countrics recognizing Palestinian
statehood could be a s

Palestinans it is uncertam if’ this wll

‘mbalic win for
lead 1o real progress towards peace
especially with strong opposition from
key players like Isracl and the United
States,

For these recognitions 1o be

effective. Europe needs to present a

ed and strong front which is
difficult given current geopolitical
dynamies. The deeision by Ireland,
Spain and Norway was expected ducto
their national debate
public support for a
ally
because other s

and growing
pporting
s 15 notable

n

Palestine. Pol [

ropean countrics,
such as Malta. Slovenia and Belgium
have hesitated to take similar steps.
Belgium
Palestinian rights during
of the Council of the

Unionhowever national ele

has been vocal about

presidency

‘uropean

ns and

other factors have made it cautious.

National clection eyeles and the
jon of a new European
have influenced how

governments  handle the
ve Middle East issue, depending
on their domestic politics and the views

of their ruling parties.

The decisions by Ircland,
Spain and Norway's involvement
(though I member) are
EUs
diplomatic unity rather than for their
impact. Most of the few EU
members that recogmzed Palest

not an F
king the

legal

an
statehood did so in 1988 before joining
the EU
Warsaw

and were manly former
5. Belore the

recent declarations only Sweden had

Pagt countri

departed from the EU's general stance
on Palestine, doing so in 2014, The
current Swedish government's
different stance compared to the

s one shows how volatile this

previ

the

this case.

thorium-  threats  that
In the
esealation
the

st existence

allations
ed on 3lst
Pakistan-based

k will also
ed by the foree of

Air Foree ba

claimed
Pakistan i

can be
Terrorism and

in South
Indian

the strategie stability

importance of the Hajj
pilgrimage, which is a sacred
duty for Muslims worldwide,
and pledged to continue working
towards ensuring a smooth and
enjoyable experience for all
pilgrims.The flights were
operated by wvarious airlines,
including Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), Saudi Airlines,
and AirSial, to
transport pilgrims from Pakistan
to Saudi Arabia.

mtemnational border. There
exchange of nuclear
to be
emploved in the case of
Both sides
withdrew their forces due to
of nuclear
d deterrence. Attacks in 2008
on Mumbai were also linked
terronst

were

organization Laskar-
Tn 2016 Indian soldicrs were
Killed and in Un and Indian
in Pathankot
also attacked
suceessiul
the  launching of surgical strikes

15 were rejected
Pakistan. In 2019, 40 Indian
soldiers were killed in
Pulwama in a suicide attack.
India clamed 1o

could pose serious threats to
mn South

is still no

There

issuc can be.

consistent, unified approach among all

27 EU memb

national political eycles and short-term

stales that goes bevond

agendas. Even though there has been

some agreement within the EU since
the conflict

started, reaching a

compreh -wide consensus is

still far off,

sive

al to

It would be too cyni
dis il
after the October 7, 2023, Ik
he EU High
Representative JosepBorrell has

iss the entire

diplomatic effort

terrorist attack as futile

worked hard to coordinate a common
1

European position during eriti

moments of the contlict

sometime:

with suceess. The Spanish and Belgian
EU presidencies have tried to convince
Israel that resuming peace talks is a key
1o defeating Hamas politi
militarily. Despite Israel's ongeing

Iy not just

military campaign which has killed
tens of thousands. EU leaders like
Germany and France have become

French

more entical of Ismeli policy
Presidel manuel Macron even smd
in February that nizing
Palestinian statchood is no longer a

taboo for Paris.

reco

How
united around

he EU has not vet

neasures that would
apply real pressure especially in trade
and economie relations. The EU is the
largest provider of aid to Palestinians
biggest trade partner.

and Israel’s

Recently, sanctions we

discussed for the first

seriously

forcign ministers' m
agreement was reached. IU's smportant
for the EU to stay invel ved in resolving
the confliet by engaging with Arab
but
ternal  differences and

countries, its eflectiveness is

limited by

political cycles. With pro-lsracl
Hungary taking over the EU Couneil

presidency in July,

hieving a
common and meaningful EU position
will ren

achallenge

Asia. Terronst attacks and
non-state actors causes st
in the relations of slates
which ecould lead to the
ion. There are no
es 1o control es:

and there are also no
determined nuclear
thresholds, so terrorist

incidents posed serious
threats to strategic stability
There is a continuous series

Taiba.

of blame game, India blames
Pakistan for sponsor
terronism i Kashmir wihile
Pakistan believes that Indiais
exploiting the issue of
terrorism. To iselate Pakista

India

and undermine its image.
India alw;
issue of
mul
forums. Leadership in India

fries to raise the

rrorism at

al economic

camp in 2001 and 2002 shot down is also exploiting this
bt India  Indian aircrafts. There were  situation and they are
10 their risks of escalation which promoting rivalry between

both states just for their vote
bank
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Rai Kalan, District Kasur: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif offers Fatiha at the grave of Captain Muh.

llyas who was martyred in Lakki Marwat. June 10, 2024.

Talpur reviews performance

of Irrlgatlon Department

Soon Times Correspondent

and Agriculture
reviewed,  E: I
anger. h
resolution ¢
non-particiy
meeting, Chairman  Mir
Anwar Talpur took notice of Ihs k

n mp.lrlmu\l to take
said that due to the
2022 proble

proper condifion. There is a
fertilizer. sceds and agricul

ral standard

- Therefore, it is 1Iu

the better production ul
sion, District Council members
attar Khaskhel

water. Paddy crop has been planted in
khas due 1o which there is a problem of

LHC's Registrar Office accepts
petition challenging Punjab
Defamation Law 2024

Acting Punjab Governor Malik Ahmed Khan signed the controversial Defamation Bill

SoonTimes Correspondent

LAHORE

The Lahore High Court’s Registrar Office
1 challenging the Punja
2024 admissible and
accepted the petition for hearing

Earlier. LHC'S Registrar Oflice ra
objections to the petition
1 Law 2024, It 4

di and the def: act, a new law

afler the petitioners
i was filed m the LHC by
journalist Jafar Ahmed Yar and Raja Riaz
throughAdvocate Nadeem Sarwar,

In the petition, the Punjab chiel minis

and
d

soveror through principal sceretary
Punjab government have been made parties,
The petitione taken the stance that the

cannot be made, they contend
aid the government did not
sts while

law was brought in haste to curb freedom of’

sand media

Journal
Ilu petilioners py
law nu

d 1o court to declare the
and void and stop its

Jefi law vielates the and
law. In the presence of the defamation

implementation tll a final decision on the

petition.
The bill has become law

The Punjab Defamation Bill 2024 was passed
by the Punjab Asscmbly on May 20. which
was sent to Punjab Governor Sardar Salim
Haider for approval.

The governor ref

the bill while
ng some reservations. After that the
Punjab government held a meeting with the

govemor, which bore no result
Earlier, the Governor House confinned
n Bill by Acting Punjab
hmed Khan
The Ministry of Law
natification of law in its
issuance of the not
law
and isapplicable on every

s formally come into force in Punjab

citizen

U.S. and Pakistan Shape the

Future of Hl_gher Education

Soon Times Comrespondent
Islamabad

US. Chargé d'Affaires Andrew 1.
Schofer today imaugurated the three-
day International Summit on Higher
Education alongside the Cha 3
the Higher Education Comn
Mukhtar Ahmed. and professors
the Umversity of Utah. The USAID-

funded summit brings together over 18(}
Pakistani and American univer, S
ulty 10 collaborat
owledge, and build partnersh
improve: the quality of highe

and slm{uulcmplu

Education
that ~<u|1|m1 Is

cm Strenglh
16 Pakistani puhlu

universities to improve higher education
management, market-relevant instruction,
and  stud support s
opening remarks, Chargé d'affaires
Schofer emphasized the crucial role of
higher education institutions i driving
istan’s economic development
“Higher education institutions hau.' an
essential role to play in ’
development. When universities d
equitable education, provide youth with
employment-ready  skills, and lead in
applied research and mnovation, both
mdividuals and society  prosps he
stated. Dr: Mukhtar Ahmed. Chaimman of’
the Higher Education Comumission of
Pakistan, appreciated this robust

partnership between the Univer of
Utah and Pakis o
exchange ideas and share m\\.mmh
across borders.

PPP vows to play role in 'withdrawal'
of Punjab defamation law

PML-N-led Punjab gout did not consult allies, stakeholders on budget 2024-25, claims PPP leader

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore

s Pui Defamation Bill,
2024, led to protests by
opposition. journalists and
rights bodies, Pakistan
Peoples Party Central (PPP)
Punjab General Secretary
Syed Hassan Murtaza said
on Monday that his party
would play its part in the
“withdrawal™ of the
controversial law.,

“PPP was ncither taken on
board regarding the Punjab defamation
law nor budget preparations.” Murtaza
said while speaking to joumalists in
Lahore.

He added that the Bilawal-led party’s
legal team was working on the disputed
lation and will make effonts to
vince the provincial government to
withdray
The PPP senior leader claimed that his
party was informed about the defamation
bill when it was presented before a
commitiee. “PPP was never willing to be
part of that legislat " he added.

He further clarified that Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem Haider’s
farcr'n visit had been planned before the
ion was tabled and passed in the
il assembly, The bill would have

been approved anyhow even if the
governor sent it back to the House, he
added.

The defamation law had been passcd by
the interim governor of P
belongs to the rulin
League-Nawaz (PML-N). said Murtaza.
He claimed that the citizens and the
Journalists were not satisfied with the
Punjab government's steps despite

failed to table a
comprehensive plan for
addressing the issues of the
labourers. salaried persons,
sludents and other segments
inthe budget proposals.
Commenting on the Punjab
defamationbill.another PPP
leader and Sindh
Information Minister
Sharjcel Memon said that
his party’s Punjab govemor
did not sign the
controversial law. He added that the PPP
would never introduce a bill that would
compromise the press freedom.

He blamed the former Pakistan Tehreck-
e-Insaf (PTI) government led by ousted
prime minister Imran Khan for
introducing same genre of law which
was named afier the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act (Peca) during his
Icnum in the name of legislating against
and I he:

pinning hopes on belter perfc
from the administration led by Chiel
Minister Maryam Nawaz,

Murtaza appealed to the provincial
government o protect the poor segment
from exploitation. He criticised the
PML-N-led government for not holding
consultations with its allies and
stakeholders forthe budget 2024-25.

He alleged that the Punjab government

Mcnmn said that his party is firmly
standing for press frecdom and the
Jjournalist fraternity.

He detailed that the PPP government
took stern nst those who tried
to target the journalists — including the
slain journalists Khan Babar. Aziz
Memon and Nasrullah Gada and
arrested all culprits behind the

SoonTimes Correspondent
Sargodha
The Minister for Communication and
Works Malik Sohaib Ahmed Bharath
visited the house of special children in the
Sargodha district. who made a portrait of
the Chief Minister of Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharil and presented it to her
during an cvent organized in Lahore some
days back. On the direction of the Chicef
Minister of Punjab. the Minister for
Communication and Works, Malik Sohaib
Ahmed Bharath, visited their house along
with the Deputy Commissioner of
Sargodha. He handed over a one lakh

Bharath hands over
cheque to special children
on the direction of CM I
Punjab

cheque to cach special student. The
Minister for Communication and Works
also thanked special students Abdul
Rehman and Rimsha Sajjad. students of
the Special Education School in Sargodha,
for making the portrait of CM Punjab.
"The Punjab Government has been
focusing on the education of special
children and will not leave them behind in
the ficld of progress.” he added. He further
said that Special Children are not less than
anyone in regard with abilitics. He also
ppericitaed the parents and teachers who
are playing important role in their
education. I

The Ambnludorvdl!'\nl!xil ‘of Pakistan o Ausiria, Mr Muhammad Kamran Akhtar, called on | Prasidont Asif All
4.

lnl‘!ln at Aiwan-e-Sadr, on 10-06-202:

ITHC orders federal
government to pay 3m to
father of missing person

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

I'he Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has ordered the
federal govemment to pay

Mian Gul
b heard
of missing person Haroon
from Khyber

the case of recov
Muhammad disappeared
Pakhtunkhwa since last 1 3 years,

Additional Attorney General Munawar Iqba
and petitioner’s counsel Inman Maza
I before the court, du

ITHC
federal government o
compensate the father
of missing person with
3million

The court directed to

ordered the

o

Islamabad High

the compensation
father of missi
person before the next

hearing.
THC 1
mspector general (1G) through home sex
for compensation

During the hearing. advocated Tman M,
contended that the applicant’s family
getting threats for filing the case

ued the orders to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules for Today
& Tomorrow

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad:

According 1o Islamabad  Electric
Company  (IESCOYs spokesman, Sy
Mamtenance/Development Work is in
process. Therefore power supply of below
mentioned feedersfareas will be temporary
suspended as per given schedule:

On 11th June, From 07:00 AM 1o 10:00 PM,
pindi City Circle. ¥ Block Feeder.
Ipindi Cantt Cirele, CBR-I Feeder, On
12th June 2024, From 07:00 AM to 10:00 PM,
Rawalpindi City Circle, Raja Sultan Feeder,

Supply
wslem

Rawalpindi Cantt Cirele, Doctor Town Feeder
and surrounding areas will remain closed
Moreover Due to installation of PLC on
Ch: -C.5 Shah Transmission Line, powes
supply will be provided from alternative
sources al 132KV CS Shah Grid Station,
however necessary Load agement can be
il required. IE ‘\(.() management
pologizes to its for the
power autage. If the work is completed ahead
of time, the power supply ¢an be restored even

done

before the seheduled ime.



UN Security
Council set to vote
on Gaza ceasefire

deal today after
US call

WASHINGTON
The 3

announced on

ted o UN Seeunity
vole on its drafl resolution
ing a plan for an "immediate
efire with the re of hostages”
between Isracl and Hamas
Diplomatic sources said the vote is
planned for Monday, but has not vet
been confimed by South Kore:
curity Couneil presidency
for the month of J

United

the ”\d\.]q.d!llil\ \\III\NH. <pmr\ inga
vole date.

5 l

Russia appears to
make headway in
key Ukrainian town
of Chasiv Yar

Web Desk
Russian forces appear to be making
waty d

cording to upml\
h sides of the more

there have been
nces of shelling off
iv Yar from the

Ne,w

b o

Hamas claims 3 hostages were
killed in Israeli operation in Gaza

CAIRO
Hamas' armed

d ina video I
v (Jun 9) that
n, inan

said to be
Killed, but the video showwed sehal appeared to be three
unidentifiable corpses using censor bars over their

MEXICOCITY
Mexico's ruling Muh.m
party and its ha
Worl 4 supe
the lower
Co e

held by |
ge-frecing operation in central Gaza'
which killed 274 Palestinians.
ertion on Saturday that some he
were Killed in the operation was
afterwards as a "blatant lie" by
spokesman
The Pale

na
al-Nuseinat

2es
dismissed shortly
an Ismeh mlitary

o
falling_ju:
two-thirds majority
needed in both houses o
change the constitution.
Preliminary results from
the June 2 vole, which
clected Claudia

period of the Gaza war for months and includes many
wonten and childre i
ISRAELCI

Isracli
from w

P

a

i Sl e

274 people were
|

ide, had showed her
dits allies coming close
out on the two-thirds

fexico in a
P, Morer
but " missing

Nuseirat refugee camp area as nm .s\\mipcd nto rr

More coalition, which
includes llh: (m.ul Party and the Labor
Party, will control 83 seals i
Senate, just shy of the 8:
majority threshold, Morena Pri
Ma I I

¢ captives from two buildings and then flew them out
by helicopers

Isracli military uul the extraction 1
captives came under he
killed one police officer. while Ismel's air force I
launched strikes that reduced nearby building
rubble.

death toll is the worst over a 24-hour I

m - and

s o S — — —— — — — f——— {— — — f—

Mexico ruling party wins I
lower house super-majority |
but falls short in Senate

the
Congress. the ruling lef

Sheinbaum as first woman president of In
nd:
have 372 seal

ee
Inmhhnl. a \.ul!ll
shared prosperity

it would recount 60% of v
opposition leader Xochitl €

e e e e e e st e ]

500-member lower house of|

coalition will

L 34-
hold, Delgado said
inthe lower house
L we \\ ]
formation  to I
with well- hum. m\l
Delgadosaid

Italy's PM Meloni
comes out on top
in EU vote,
strengthening her
hand

ROME
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s arch-
conservative Brothers of Ttal
the most votes in th
parliamentary

group won

election ov

weekend, results showed, boosting her

standing both at home and abrog
With 96% of
Brothers of Italy won 28 8%of the vote,
more than four times what it took m the
last EU election in 2019 and exceeding
the 26% it secured m the 2022 national
ballot, when it r
I am proud that Italy will present itsell
to the G7. to Europe with the strongest
government of all. Thisis something that
has not happened in the past but is
happening today, it i

the ballots counted,

€ 1o power

clion and

also a great responsibility.” Meloni said
early on Monday from the party's
headqu:
The opposition
Party came in

centre-left. Democratic
ccond with 24%, while
another opposition group. the 5
Movement, was third with 9.9% of the
acountrywide

le up of partie:
h from the centre-right 1o the
right of the political speetrum, had
its support edge up to more than 47%

from justunder 43% in 2022

1 .am proud that the majority governing
this nation has been able 1o grow
together. extremely important

thing for me and for us. The me
from ltalians is: 'Go ahead'.. and if
possible with greater determination,”
Meloni said

Forza I

founded by the late Silvio
Berlusconi, was in fourth place with
9.7%. swpassing the anti-immigrant
League, which had 9.1% of the vote.
0 Salvim who
pushed his party hard right,
nising its old guard.

Mohsin Naqvi rudely awakened to need

for 'major surgery' in Pakistan team

NEW YORK perform currently at its Iu\\ul

level

(Wb Desk)

who had pl

from a deep slumber afler

{wo consceutive losses to the  gh hopes on the Ha
ket teams of the US and India, PCB shirts,  “The del
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi emerged on disappointin
s that should have  who also holds the

ident prior o the commencement l'"l
xtended version of the Twenty20
Waorld Cup.

Unsurprisingly, Nagvi
understood “what was
team™ and “the reasons

Nm\i.,n.

the

behil nd the loss to

s obviou most every
lover prior 1o thé tournament. the
PCE chiel remar “I'm now
that a major surgery is required.”

However, lisation dawned only
after Pakistan cndured a humilia
the hands of the Indian side.

acknowledzment that the team's

Sonakshi Sinha
to marry
Zaheer Igbal
on June 23

(Web Desk)

Bollywood

star Sonakshi Sinha will be
artner and actor Zaheer Iqbal in

partn
Mumibs
Sonakshi and Zaheer have be
for a long time but never spok
other publicly
However.

their appearances together and

photos of the two while wi
ppy hirthday to Sonakshi. and captionc
post. “Happy Birthday Sonzzz.”

'Happy' Arpichaya fires
sizzling 61 for LPGA
ShopRite Classic lead

New York

Arpichaya Yubol, ridis
a hfth-place [finish at the US
Women's Open. fired a record-
cqualling 10-under par 61 on Friday
ound lead in the

i
The 22-year-old I\ln matched the
tournament record at Seaview Goll'
and Country Club, where she teed
the 10th hole and birdied four
straight from the 14th through the
17th before chipping in for ¢
18

“1 justtry to hit elo:

and then m
I is in the hole

1 week in the US
K inmy life and it

confidence i

aid of her
is look

I
came out of nowhes
straight cuts heading pearance in
the Open but closed with rounds of 68 and 69 at
Lancaster Country Club in Pe
fifth behind winner Yuk:

's LPGA carcer
missed six

i - at the

third. fourth,
shot lead over §
into the weel

ed o play b
said, "Becase 1 feel my

v Press Isle

Yumna Zaidi, Usama Khan
set to captivate audience in
new drama serial

(Web Desk)

Yumna Zaidi and Usama Khan are set

to captivate audience once again inan

upcoming drama serial. promising to

recreate the magic they delivered

the film N;
Za

nd Usama Khan, two
television and
a considerable

acclaimed
film actors, boast

M
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is¢ due to their exceptional talent
and caplivating performances.
l"anslc\cumn\orkﬂs“cll Yumna
Zaidi is currently

nd successful
c actor who boasts am an
of 9 million

fem
following
Instagram,

on
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