Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to tr

Govt to allocate
Rs4 bln for E-
Bikes

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD:

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue.
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb on Friday said the
federal government was allocating Rs 4 billion to
promote E-bikes and Rs 2 billion for roll-out of
energy-efficient fans in the country to cut carbon
emissions from transport sector and increase (he
energy consumption.

The Finance Minister in his speech unveiling the
Budget 2024-25 said Pakistan was facing adverse
impacts of climate change and the government was
working on initialives lo promote climate
gationcfTorts.

Senator Aurangzeb said the leading efforts of the
government to address the climate crisis included
the establishment of the Pakistan Climate Change
Authority intended to implement climate
mitigation and adaptationcfTorts,

Morcover, a National Climate Finance Strategy
was being prepared that would be finalized by
October 2024 that would help devise strategics to
bring global climate finance to Pakistan which
would help undertake initiatives to reduce carbon
emissions. hie added.

Sindh budget to
be presented on
June 14

Soon Times Correspondent
Karachi
II\‘, Sindh govemnmel

is set to present its budget for
onJune 14,

Aumrdml_ 1o the sources, Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah will present the provincial budget for the
upcoming financial vear.

At least 10% to 1 5% increase in the salary ol
govemment employees will be proposed in the
‘budget. said the sources.

They added that no money will be allocated for new
development schemes in Sindh's: budget and that
funds for development projects will be released for
ongoing projects. The federal govenment, on the
other hand, will unveil the upcoming budget for the
next financial ycar, ’0"4 2025, today

s ambitious fi

ndh's

\\IE]I Lh:. International Monetary Fund
(IMF), Reuters reported

Security forces
'carried out over
7,000 anti-terror
ops' in less than 3

months

SoonTimes Correspondent

RAWALPINDI:

Pakistan's sccurity forces have carried oul as many
asT.745 error operations from April 1 1o June
10 in their bid to curb the scourge of terrorism
faced by the country

These operations were carried out in Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. and Sindh — of which the
most 4,902 were conducted in Balochistan
followed by 2,701 in KP and 142 in Sindh. the
sources added,

With a total of 181 militants Killed in these
operations. 128 were neutralised in KP, whereas,
51 and two were gunned down in Balochistan and
Sindh. respectively.

Simultaneously Publishing from Islamabad, Sargodha & Karachi
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spire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

Soon Times Correspondent
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IMF bailout beats populism in tax
heavy Rs18 trillion Budget 2024-25

3 trillion rupees to strenghthen case for

the National Assembly amud a
noisy pmlt‘sl Ty I.||\. nmmmuun
lawar s belong

Tehr [I I[]-IuLkul
Sunni Iuchad Council — who
stood on their desks, raised anti-
govemment slogans and tore the
copies of the Finance Bill 2025
"Despite the financial
political chall during the

MF deal
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progress
“Awhile ago. Pakistan’s economy
faced a U sit
State Bank's re:
for only less than fwo we
imports. The value of the

past one the govemment’s
progress on the economic Imm

¢ heard the talk of all
al parties to sit together in

pee
ated by JU% econoimic
progress was almost nil, and
milation had re; ul a level that
the people were going below the
poverty line a 1 Coming

h seemed

Punjab chief minister
launches Traffic Response

Unit in

Lahore

M Maryam sets deadline to III'II:IIDIIB flow of traffic in lahnre

SoonTimes Correspondent

LAHORE

Punjab  Chief Minister Marvam Nawaz on
Wednesday launched the Traflic Response Unit in
Lahore. On this occasion, the chief minister
inspected bikesof the traffic response unit, She had
onwith wardensand inquired about the
nd other matters,

e through pub
address in case of a traffic jam. Afler the launch of
the Traffic Response Unit. a special meeting was
held on traffic under the

adline 1o improve the
am Nawaz directed
arls for

She also directed o ensure
cases and launch ampaign for
haws and motorbikes to keep them in their
respective lanes. During the meeting,
implementation on Intelligence Trallic Signal
Managemeitt System in Lahore was reviewed. She
directed authornities concerned to e effective
and sustainable planning to solve the issue of

encroachments along roads CM Marvam also
ordered to restore the sereens installed for traflic
guidance. In the meeting, CTO Ammara Azhar
giving a briefing al traffic response unit
will reach the tra callto 135,

The special unit consisting of 50 heavy bikes and
100 wardens will take immediat 10n Lo clear the
traflic mess. Response
Unithasbeen amonth

The CTO further said that the Traffic Iiumn.w[fml
was also given first aid training by Red Crescent
Public address system and first aid box will also be
lled oneachmotorbike, The traffic wardens will
Isomake recording througha special camera

PML-N woos PPP to

attend budget session

Seon
Correspondent
SLAMABAD

The Pakistan People’
Party (PPP) finally
deeided to attend the
budgel session as a
high-powered
delegation of PML-N
visited Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari at his chamber in
National Assembly
Earlier, the parliamentary party
meeting of PPP was held with
Chairman Bilawal Bhutlo
Zardari in the chair in which it
was decided that the PPP will
not attend the budget session
today (Wednesday ).

MNA Shazia Marri of PPP said
that the PML-N violated its
carlier commitments related to
the PSDP and therefore we have
decided not to participate the
budgs
Senior leader Syed
Khurshid Shah said that they
were nol informed about the
budget and the government did
not take them into confidence

regarding agreements with the
IMF and China.
Meanwhile., Deput
Mimister Ishaq Dar and senior
cabinet member Rana Tanveer
Hussain visited Bilawal Bhutto’s
chamber in NA o convince the
PPP to participate in the budget
session

The federal government is all set
to present its [first growth-
oriented budget for the fiscal year
2024-25, with an estimated
outlay of over Rs18,500 billion
on Wednesday

The budget for fiscal year 2024-
25 would be presented the
National Assembly by Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Muhammad
Aurangzeb,

Cabinet approves 25% increase in govt employees' salaries
W Saidincrement aﬂﬂlﬂ“d flll the EII'IIIII“HS in Grade 1to 16. 20% hike approved for salaries of Grade 17 to 22 employees
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Meanwhile. the govermment also
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also y\.unltl a 153% hike in the
softetired employees.

ederal cabinet had earlier in
the day approved the budgetary
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The federal government is

roposals for the coming fiscal

International Monetary Fund
(IMF) bailout, m.um!mg. toa
The News report.

Fi Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb will present the
budget in the National
he  Assembly and in this regard,
the mimstry has wmplu(ul s
preparations.

The budget comes a day after
the government said economic
growth of 2.4% expected in
would miss a
%. although

et

to unveil the much-awa revenues were up 30% over
RsI&35 ]|n|| budget for last year, and the fiscal and
fis 124-25 today as it ewrent account deficils were
aims to secure the new undercontrol

Cabinet Division submits
response on plea challenging
Ishaq Dar appointment as
deputy PM

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The Cabinet Di 1 has submitted
the response in Islamabad High
Count (IHC) on plea challenging
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar’s
appeintment in additional office of
deputy prime minister,

[HC’s Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
heard the case filed against Ishag
Dar’s appointment as deputy PM.
The Cabinet Division has submitted
the response on the case today.

The response stated that “deputy PM’s role is
of honory nature and there is no established
office forthis position™.

Petitioner’s counsel Riaz Hanif Rahi asserted
that Ishaq Dar was beneficiary of this case
and files of suchcases stayed untouched.
Counsel implied that role of Ishaq Dar as
deputy PM wasn't under the constitution and
people were holding dual charges in 126
offices under the premises of IHC. He added

that more than 350 petitions against dual
appointments were filed inthe courts.

Counsel rcqucslcd to court to form larger bench
ondual appointments cases for good governance
of institutions.

Riaz Hanif stated that Ishag Dar hold two key
position. foreign minister and deputy PM.
similarly, chief commissioner Islamabad also
hold additional charge of Capital Development
Authority (CDA) chainnann.

‘No permanent friends

or foes in po
Gohar calls

SoonTimes

Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:
Paki hreck-¢-
Insaf’ (PT1) Chairman
Barrister phar Al
Khan stated on
Wedne that there
are no permanent
friends or fu in
politics. emphasising
the
party's desire
political dialogue

former ruling
for

atKhyber-

i indicated

openness 1o l’l!\ilmnkhm M-lh

Awami Party (PKMAP) cha

M'ﬂul\(mll K Achakzai
c A

Uw PTI chairman confirmed

ongoing discussions with Maulana

Evlnr Rﬂmmn head of a Jamiat
Ulei

litics’: PTI's
for dlalogue

Gohar dismissed

any prior
founder Imran

optinism al
they wish to advance this issue, it
would be much better.”
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Kumrat Valley's Tourism Initiative

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General, Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm & Agriculture
Innovation met
Ambassador Faisal Niaz
Tirmizi, Pakistan’s Envoy
to United Arab Emirates
(UAE) today. The meeting
provided an opportunity to
discuss collaboration
between Pakistan and the

in Pakistan as well as

implementation of earlier
signed MolU between the
two sides. Pakistan’s
Federal Ministry of
National Food Security &

Research and Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm and Agriculture
Invocation UAE have
signed an MoU in February
2024,

United Arab Emirates
aimed at strengthening
Pakistan’s capacity in date
palm cultivation,
production and processing
technology. They
discussed preparations in
the context of upcoming
Date Palm festival in
Pakistan, scheduled to be
held in the last quarter of
2024. The Secretary

General reaffirmed support
of Khalifa Award for
development and
strengthening of date palm
cultivation sector in
Pakistan. Ambassador
Tirmizi appreciated the
support of Khalifa
International Award and
reiterated Pakistan’s
commitment to collaborate
for organizing the festival

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The Belt and Read
Initiative (BRI) proposed by
China in 2013 is a
comprehensive  development
strategy aimed at enhancing
connectivity and cooperation
across the Eurasian continent
and beyond. This ambitious
initiative encompasses both the
Silk Road Economic Belt and
the 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road. focusi
infrastructure development,
trade. investment and cultural
exchange. The BRI sceks to
revive ancient trade routes and
foster economic integration
among participating countries
through the construction of
roads. railways. ports and
encrgy infrastructure. It spans
over 100 countries, involving
diverse regions from Asia to
Europe, Africa and even Latin
America, with China providing
financing and technical
expertise. While hailed by some
as a transformative force for
global development and
connectivity, the BRI has faced
criticism and scrutiny,
including concems over debt
sustainability, environmental
impact and geopolitical
implications. Despite these
challenges. the BRI continues
to shape regional and global
economic dynamics, reflecting
China's growing influence on
the world stage.

The Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) is a colossal
global infrastructure
development strategy
spearheaded by China
to enhance connectivity
cooperation between  Asia,
Europe and Africa. Launched in
2013 by President Xi Jinping,
BRI encompasses a network of
roads, railways. ports. pipelines
and digital infrastructure
spanning over 100 countrics,
aiming to revive ancient trade
routes and foster cconomic
integration. China's ambitions
behind BRI multifold.
Primarily. it secks to address
domestic economic challenges

g on

are

by exporting excess industrial
capacity. creating new markets
for Chinese goods and services
and facilitating the
internationalization of the
Chinese currency the yuan.
Additionally. BRI
China to assert its geopolitical

cnables

Is China Readjusting
Belt and Road Vision?

influence. particularly in
regions where it has strategic
interests, by forging stronger
diplomatic ties. securing access
to key resources and markets
and enhancing its soft power
through cultural and
educational exchanges.
BRI has drawn
for its opaque

mechanisms,

However,

criticism

financing
environmental concems, debt
sustainability
accusations of fostering
depende among
participating countries. Despite
these challenges. Chinaremains
steadfast in its commitment to

issues and

ney

BRI vicwing it as a centerpicee
of its foreign policy and a
vehicle for shaping the global
orderinthe 2 Istcentury,

Corruption presents a
significant challenge to the
success and integrity of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), This
expansive project. aimed at
fostering economic
development and connectivity
across Asia. Africa, and Europe.
1s susceptible to corruption due
to its vast scale. complex
infrastructure projects and
involvement of multiple
stakeholders. Corruption within
the BRI manifests in various
forms. including bribery.
embezzlement. nepotism. and
kickbacks. among others. Such
illicit practices undermine the
transparency and faimess of
project procurement processes.
leading to inflated costs.
substandard infrastructure and
delays in implementation,
Moreover. corruption erodes
public trust in the initiative,
discourages foreign investment
and hampers sustainable
development efforts in partner
countries, Addressing
corruption within the BRI
requires robust governance
mechanisms, enhanced
transparency. accountability
measures, and effective
enforcement of anti-corruption
laws. Without decisive action to
combat corruption, the BRI
risks failing to achieve its
objectives of promoting
regional cooperation and
cconomic growth, ultimately
hindering the prospects of
shared prosperity among
participating nations.

China's Belt and Road
(BRI)
experienced shifts in
leading to
discussions about the scale and
focus of its ambitions. While the

Initiative has
its
trajectory.

BRIwas initially conceived asa
vast infrastructure development
project spanning continents.
recent trends indicate a more

nuanced approach. Chinasecems
to be recalibrating its BRI
strategy, focusing more on

quality over quantity and
addressing concerns about debt
and
This

internal

sustainability
environmental impact.
both

as cconomic

shift reflects
factors. such
restructuring and domestic
priorities and external
pressures, including criticism
from recipient countrics and
gcopolitical challenges. While
some argue that China's BRI
ambitions are shrinking, it may
be more accurate to describe
them as evolving, with a greater
emphasis on sustainability.

efficiency. and cooperation
with international partners. This
recalibration suggests a
maturing of China's global
engagement strategy rather than
a retreat from its ambitious
vision.

China's scaling back of
its ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) holds
significant consequences. both
domestically and
internationally. Domestically.
this shift reflects recalibration
in China's cconomic strategy.
prioritizing sustainability and
risk management. By reducing
the scale of BRI projects, China
aims to mitigate financial risks
associated with debt-trap
diplomacy and address
concerns over environmental
degradation, However, this
downsizing may also lead to a
slowdown in economic growth
as BRI projects have been
instrumental in driving
infrastructure development and
fostering trade opportunitics.
Internationally, the contraction
of China's BRI ambitions could
reshape global geopolitics and
cconomic dynamics. Countrics
heavily reliant on Chinese
investment may face cconomic
challenges while those wary of
Beijing's influence may see this
as an opportunity to diversify
their parmerships. Morcover,
the recalibration of the BRImay
alter perceptions of China's
global lcadership ambitions,
potentially prompting other
major powers to fill the void left
by China's retreat. Overall, the
consequences of China's
shrinking BRI ambitions are
multifaceted, with implications
spanning cconomic.
geopolitical' and environmental
domains.
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Yes sindh is the center of
education where education reached

to japan through our so called
educated politician and
nationalists, When there was a dark

age people were like in the caves
and hadn't knowledge how to create
but when a
people were in the phobia of so
called capitalist no one was there
except karl mars than marxisim
theory was being applied upon the
lower class a large number of

a positive atmospher

labours were trained there in
industries and factories and than a
new movement appeared m the
shape of
"Ren
moveny

people but also created a positive

aince”.Rens ince
not only trained the

Influences of So called
Capitalist in sindh.

sociely and now a day
movement is changing the world
with so many new things hike we
have a best
system:when all mstituitions are in
the phobia of authority and there is a
few
promoting the best quality
cducation Education not only
crealing a positive aspects to society
but a good guider
too.Religious.political.social and
economical circumst 't be

same

educational

number of people are

and  lazy

emolional

people with thier
and with
revolutionary slogans We have (o
change the s v instead of
measuring the capitalist we have

tones

to

need

produce
.engineers advocates teache
n do thier

new revolutionary
and scientific so which we
have to drowned the capitalists.In

This crucial time we have to make
n

complete without the rudimental
roots of education and through
education the roots of nation can be
with the sustain and
n.When all the things are
respirating thier last souls than there
15 a education which is promoting
the nation with the high
spirit.Cirticisim, literature  and
poetry can fresh the minds of aweak

i ke astrong society
and produce a lot of witty mindsand

destination and destinatin isn't away
il we have full emotion and energy
to do all these we bring a
Enlightenment with education

o

o
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The performance of
Pakistan's 16th
National Assembly.
which concluded its
first 100 davs

following the oath-
taking of legislators on
February 29, has been
described

“slow-

paced despite high
attendance”
According to a report
published by the Free
and Fair
Netwvork (Fafen), the
assembly's
"parliamentary
transparency and gender
as deseribed as a
erishic of NA's first

Election

foeus on

responsiveness’
definmg chara
100 days

The report added that the House
cd bipartis
allocating nearly 54% of the time
used for points of order to the
apposition,

Following the February 8 E_:,‘T!u.ll
elections, the Pakist

encou

ship by

descended into inst:
political party
majonty. However. several of the
winning parties formed an alliance
with the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N). forming a
coalition government at the Centre.
The PML-N, thercfore, formed the
federal government with the
support of eight parties, including
the Pakistan Peoples Party
Parliamentarians (PPPP).
Mutts a Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P), Pakistan
Muslim League Quaid (PML-Q).
Istchkam-c-Pakistan Party (IPP),
Pakistan Muslim League Zia
(PML-2), Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP, the National Party (NP)
The House, however, still remains
shortof 26 members,

Plenary proceedings
According o Fafe

ility as 1o
secured a clear

lower house of the Parhament up

until now, spanning over 66 hours
and 33 minutes. The speaker and

deputy speaker chaired 84% of the
proceedings.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sh:
so far, attended only two sessions,
which makes up 10% of his
attendence as compared to former
premier and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’ (PTI) founder Imran Kha
29% in the first 100 days of his
ousled government.

Fafen added that the assembly

has,

First 100 days of National Assembly

'slow-paced': Fafen

In the first 100 days, only a money bill has been approved.
In 23 NA sessions, on average 230 members were present.
Out of 336 seats, House still remains short of 26 members.

law and order, the Fafen report
maintained

Specific commitments, 1t added.
mcluded providing high-quality
seeds to farmers, creating export
broad tax reforms.
renewable energy projects.
scholarships for students. and
addressi well as the
missing persons in

Zones,

2 lerrorsm as

issue of
Balochistan

elected its standing on
May 17 after amonth-long delay. In
the first 100 days. only amoney bill
hasbeen approved by the House.
Particy nand business

The Fafen report haghlights that at
least 139 members. or 51%, actively
participated by sponsoring agenda
items or participating in discu:
out of the 310 members, 61% of
which were females and 49%

males

On average, 230 members were
present o one ion, with a
maximum attendanee of 302 and a
minimumof 176.

The House addressed 76% of its
busin

ess, including 20 legislative

bills, 93 questions, 28 calling
attention notices (CANs), and 11
resolutions.

First speech by leader of the House

In his maiden speech, PM Shehbaz
outlined his government’s plans for
foreign relations. agriculture,
economic affairs, tax reforms.
energy. human development. and

It v and ibil
The report underscored that the
details from

the assembly
ailable on the

s website, but
live streams or video recordings
and largely

remain limited
restricted
Additionally. the citizens’ aceess 10
the Common Man's gallery has
been restneted on the pretext of
seeurity concerns, read the report
Giender sensitivity

The NA. in general, displayed a
gender-sensitive and  responsive
outlook towards female issues,
stated the Fafen report, while the
House censored the use of

mapprop: nguage against
women lawmakers by adopting a
Treasury-sponsored resolution
The lower house of the Parliament
also constituted a Parhamentary
Committee on Gender
Mainstreaming to solicit
recommendations on women's

empowennent.




Incompetence of Municipality
Administrator results in loss

of crores of rupees

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha
Street lights were installed by the

ged. Street lights have been

wpletely switched off on
several highways., which has
lunged the roads into darkness
creasing the crime rate. The
street lights lled at a cost of crores of
rupees were damaged withina few days due to

s also

continuous  switching on.
responsibi

which is the
dmini
and people of

ty of the

cipality. Traders, ¢

rator

different schools of thought
say that the admimstrator
Sargodha municipality had
only to order the lights to be
turned on and off, due to
which street lights worth
¢ been

installation. On the mtm

that
switching off or lighting
street lights is the
respansibility of WAPDA
authorities. It was told

several times but it did not pay attention and
the corporation’s bill hasalsoincreased

Former Cricketer Abdul Razzaq visits
Dr. Falsal Masood Teaching Hospital

SoonTimes Conespondent
Sargodha:

Former famous cricketer
Abdul Razzaq visited different
wards of Dr. Faisal Masood
Tea 2 Hospital. Sargodha.
He visited the patients. On this
occasion, Additional MS Dr.
Nayyar Abbas Khan, AMS
Nursing and Establishment Dr.
Kashifa Bhalli and Senior
Surgeon Dr. Usman Imtiaz,
YDA General Sceretary Shah

Hasan Wasim were also
present. On this occasion.
former well-known cricketer
Abdul Razzaq expressed his
happiness after secing the
arangements of the hospital
He said that Dr. Faisal Masood
Teaching Hospital is the only
hospital in Punjab where all
medical facilities are provided
to the patients, At the end, he
also cut the cake.

w days of

3 Sanitary workers died in water
disposal; Arora takes quick action

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore:

During the cleaning process of water
disposal. sanitary workers fainted due
to toxic gas in Bhalwal, Tehsil of
Sargodha. Three of the four sanitary
workers died on the spot while one is
inacritical cond

workers were shified to THQ Bhalwal.
Provincial Minority AfTairs Minister
Ramesh Singh Arora comtacted DC
Sargodha by telephone. He said that a
full and transparent investigation should
be conducted into the accident,
Provision of medical facilities to the
surviving worker should be ensured. In

all circumstances. efforts should be
made to save the life of the worker. Try to
shift him from THQ to DHQ. He added.
when an individual meets an emergency.
his entire family is affected. Punjab
government is ensuring the protection of
humanrights.

Journalist Imran Riaz 'arrested'
from Lahore airport

Individuals in plain clothes detained senior journalist while he was departing to Saudi Arabia for Hajl

KARACHI:

Anchorperson ITmran Riaz
Khan was apprehended at
Lahore airport in the carly
hours of Wednesday as he was
departing (0 Saudi Arabia for
Hajj pilgrimage. his lawyer
Advocate Azhar Siddique
stated.

“He was arrested by
unidentified individuals
accompanicd by law
enforcement personnel,”
Siddique disclosed. noting a
scuffle occurred during the
incident.

“Imran Riaz has been granted
bail in all the cases registered
against him.” stated the anchorperson’s
counsel.

Follow ing this, Siddique filed a petil

clarification on the first informal
report (FIR) v
detained. The pet
abench for hearing.

According to the filed petition, R
about to leave for Hajj when
plainclothes officers from  different
authoritics arrived and arrested him

without explanation™ and then
“transferred him to an undisclosed
location™.

“No information has been provided
regarding the FIR used for the
applicant’s arrest on the night of
11.06.2024. hence. itis necessary for the
respondents to appear before this court
and disclose which FIRs have been filed
nst the applicant. lcrLdiub o his
unlawful and arbitrary arrest.” it stated.
The petition also mentioned that Ri

r's

name was removed from the
Exit Comrol List (ECL) on
Tuesday.

The plea requested the court to
accept the petition and direct
the police. Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA),
Secretary Interior, and the
Anti-Corruption
Establishment to present
details of the FIR under which
the anchorperson was
apprehended.

On June 3. Imran Riaz was
reportedly stopped from
. boarding a flight to depart for
Hajj pilgrimage at the
Islamabad airport. Imran later
decided to take the matter 1o the court.
Earlier this year. Riaz was arrested
corruption case regarding the DI
Lake contract in Chakwal and later
granted bail by aspecial court. However,
le was rearrested in another case related
to violence outside PTI founder Imran
Khan's Zaman Park residence.

On March 10, an anti-terrorism courl
granted him post-arrest bail against
surcty bonds worth Rs200,000.

PM Shehbaz vows to ensure
complete eradication of polio

Announces state of the art constructions of Quaid-e-Azam Heaith Tower In the Federal Capital

ISLAMABAD

(Web Desk)

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
directed authorities concerned to depute
the most capable lealth professionals in
Health Ministry and its relevant
deparument to provide best medical
fac slopcuplc
Chairing a meel n Islamabad today
(Wednesday) to re matters related to
health sector. hie announced state of the
art constructions of Quaid-e-Azam
Health Tower in the Federal Capital. He
also dirccted to prepare an action plan
related to the establishment of health
tower under the public-private
partnership.

The Prime Minister said despite
establishing the highly standard
hospitals. medical and nursing
s. state of the art laboratories
ignostic centers will also be
established inthe health tower.

Expressing concerns over the emergence
of new polio cases in the country, the

Prime Minister vowed to eradicate polio
from the country by utilizing all
resources in - collaboration with all
stakeholders.

Shehbaz Sharif directed relevant
authorities to conduct a third-party audit
of the nursing schools and colleges and
Dmnig Regulatory Authority under the
Ministry of Health.

He also directed the authorities
concerned 1o conduct audit of all the
nursing schools and colleges across the
country. He also instructed 10 set up a
plan of action to separate Drug Pri
from DRAP,

Adetailed briefing was also given to the
Prime Minister about health related
issues.

Govt is using all resources To
develop skills of youth: Haral

Soon Times Correspondent

oner Mudassar
d that vouth are
future. The
I possible
lls. They

our
government 15 using
resources to develap th
should Focus on sports a
long with technolo
ng to members at a reception in
s homor at Bh Press Club
Registered. On reaching the club, the
members, under the leadership of
Sahibzada Abrar Ahmad Bagwi and
club president Shaheen Farooqui,
welcomed him. Assistant
Comumissioner Mu Mumtaz
Haral said that cleanl and sports
play an important role in developing
any society, Members associated with Bhera
Press Club have alwavs helped the

management by pointing out problems in a
positive manner. He urged the public to pla
atreeand protect it

Smugglers

SoonTimes Correspondent

Rawalpindi:

During the operation against drug
trafficking. the ANF team was fired upon
by the smugglers. As a result of the firing,
3 people including 2 ANF personncl were
martyred. An atteinpt was made by the
ANF 10 stop the suspicious vehicle at
Turkai toll plaza near Jhelum. The accused
tried to escape instead of stopping the

attack ANF
team; 2 personnel & a
civilian died in firing

vehicle. During the pursuil, the accused
opened firc on the ANF team. Asa result of
firing. an ANF personnel and a civilian
were martyred on the spot. A personnel
was shifted to DHQ Hospital Jhelum with
serious injuries. The injnrccl ANF
personnel could not survive due to his
injurics, Head Constable Gulzar and
Lance Naik Mazhar are among those
martyred. .

Officers & Citizens attend
funeral of martyrs of
landmine blast

Soon Times Correspondent
Rawalpindi
Subedar Major Mubhammad Nazir (50 years

he district)

ullah (33 years old, resident of Mml.u\)
Sipahi Manzoor Hussain (27 vears old,
resident of Gilgit distriet). Sipahi Rashid
Mehmood (31 vears old, resident of District

Rawalpindi). who were martyred in a
landmine blast in Lakki Marwat district on
June 9, 2024 have been laid to rest in
honours. A

aki
re determined to end the
menace of terrorism and their sacrifices
strengthen our resolve

Budget 2024: Govt to abolish
import tax exemptions
for luxury vehicles

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

The PML-N led federal government decided
to abolish import tax exemptions for imported
Tuxury vehieles in the budget for the fiscal vear

Inamove I(ull\u\l the impor I‘)I'IIJLh-;.lh]

government proposed a decision toabolish lh-.
import exemptions for imported luxury

s0 meludes me
rting from Rs 50,000 on

The federal excise duty on cement has been

inereased from Rs 2 to Rs 3 per ke, reflecting
the government’s effort 1o generale more
revenue from the construction sector.

The government has decided to end sales tax
emptions and concessional r: opting
instead to impose a standard rate of sal N
onmultiple items.

Furthermore, the budget introduces put
withholding tax on scrap materials such 3
copper. coal, paper, and plastic.

Similarly, the government has abolished

import duties on imported glass produ
likely to ~|=p|ml: local industries reliant o
the:

s

IESCO Power
Suspension Schedules
for Today

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad

According to sl
Supply
spoke
Maintes developmer

abad Electric

man.,

in process, Thercfore powe
of below mentioned feeder s
will be temporary suspended as per given
schedule:

On 13
Raw <I]=|mh [§
Chowk ed

¢, Pind Hoon, Ha
ndi Cantt Circle,
arden-1T Feeder, From 06:00 AM 10

09:00 PM, GSO Cirele, Tipu Road. FFC
Fawara Chowk, Pakistan Railway Feeders
Morcover Due to the installation of PLC o
New Rawat-Chakwal Tx ssion Line,
power pply  will be provided from
ernative sour 2KV Chakwal Grid
on, howe oad manag




North Korea's
Kim boasts of
'invincible' ties
with Russia amid
talks of Putin visit

SEOUL
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has
said his count an_ "invincible
comrade-in-am Russia in a
ige to President Viadunir Putin,
state medin KCNA said on Wednesday,
amid sy ition over
impending visit 1o North Korea
Marking Russia's National [
said cting with Putin
sp:
the ties of their "century
relationship”

The message came after Russi
Vedomosti newspaper on  Monday
reported Putin would visit North Kore:
and Vietnam in the conming week:

m

Putin's

elevated
old strategic

'Immense' scale of
Gaza killings
amount to crime
against humanity,
UN inquiry says

GENEVA
I!mh Israeland H.

a UN on

Wednesday, saving
also constituted mes against
hun mity because of the immense

lian losses.

The findings were from two parallel
reports, one focusing on the Oct, 7
Hamas attacks and another on Israel's
response. published ¢

on of Inquiry (COI,
mandate
lence and  1dentify
perpetrators of international crimes
committed in Israel and the occupied
Palestinian territories.

Istacl does not cooperate with the
commission, which it savs has an anti-

Israel bias.

Rizwan equals th1s Indlan cricketer's
T20I record after triumph over Canada

Hamas responds to Gaza ceasefire plan
seeking some changes; US 'evaluating' reply

ian enclave overn|

| Russian air attacks cause
| industrial faclllty fire in Kyiv I
region, injure several

“on thedeal
It appeared the reply was short of an outright
acceptance that the US has been pushing for but kept
1 elusive halt to the ¢

confirmed that the:

facility. d1nn--ml.
suid mediators wet
“We'

residences and injuring
several people across six
regions, local authorities
said

Ukrainian military said
it shot down five out of
i les and all 24
unched during
overnight

fevpLa
White House national
told reportersin Washi i
Hamas spokesman Jihad
included “amendments that confinn the ceasefire,
withdra reconstruction and (prisoner) exchang
Tahadid not elaborate.

Hul w Luk

Taha said the response

w

Dnipropetrovsk governor said the attack
lmumd three ;!u\pl d damaged nine
that

the broad outlines of the deal,

ssover Wi s ]u.r

apons on their \l|||p[l).ii.h to llw
Mllll\ Popko, I K
1 on tlm

el w |1lnl\;|\\.;l from (n
held by the mily
aid Israel
Benjamin Netanyahu

Israel will not stop until its

Hamh.l\rm maged
n the Ky

2
g
=
z
z
Z

ui lm.nllopul
(ml Il\L ire as of Wednesday morming

as been i the tack nmm.\d one_resident
I the deal - his a £ . 4 garage, 4
ignited Israel’s ation \mnl a storage unit. the

Pakistan claimed their maiden victory in just six runs. leaving the Green Shirts

going 120 World Cup 2024 on 20-1 4 20vers.

Tuesday as they defeated Canada, However. Pakistan confinued to play

ve for the Super 8 with eaution as Babar Azam
Mohammad Rizwan formed a 63.

r Azam and Co emerged victorious
ctin
the

County International Cricket

The Green Shirts carned the the erucial
two points with the win which
breather for the te fler b
Menin Green had a shaky start as
they failed to score a boundary in the
first four overs. Saim Ayub soon
departed for the pavilion afer sconng

ipper Rohit Sharma's record of
most fifly-plus
up\.\l\.l T20Inten
Both Rizwan and Rohit have surpassed a
total of 30 fifly-plus scores as openers in

losse:

Why Sonya
Hussyn rejected
movie with
Emraan Hashmi

KARACHI (Web Desk)
Popular Pakista
disclosed that sl
Bollywood actor Emraan Hashim
ade this remark
anne] where she talked frankly
rious topies
id she would like o do
tor Al Zafar instead of F

novie due 1o a few limil
ily and 1 was also underag
time", the actor rer

actor Sonya Hussyn has
nee rejected a movie with

annterview

at that

T20 World Cup 2024:
Australia humble Namibia
to qualify for Super 8

shane (Australia)

Mollie O'Cal
freestyle world

just weeks

Sports Desk

hit the wall at A
als in Bi ~l!.sm.

target of 73 runs in j|
overs al the Sir Vi

Stadium. leh
ua. on

ous world
I 37 83, finishing in 1:52.48

win, Australia

n pushed h
mvkm!. at the r
I'm rea
finally produce
that I feel likemy u
said Titmu:
"I think just the field th:
why weare swimming 5o

Is under (1

Australian
that

throughout N:

nd invited the rivals
secoring only 72 runs

mibia's innings
wood took lwo wickets for 18 runsin
also contributed with two and the progra
ismissed in 17 overs stunned  Amel

first who were all out after
inl7overs.

great

Titmus shattered fellow
han's  Shewill head to Pa
record
touching in Imin

SCCS before
defending her Olympic title i

an, who also went undes
record of

went out hard and held on Sof:
 to the
Its, i's e
lly happy to
wimi in the 200
greflects,”  Br

atwe haveis

eredit to him
Titmus
Katie

Fire in Kuwaiti
building housing
workers kills 41,

deputy PM

DUBAI

A fire that broke out in a building
housing workersin the city of Mangaf in
southern Kuwait carly on Wednesday
has killed at least 41 people. the
country's deputy prime minister Sheikh
Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah said during
avisillothessite.

The deputy PM accused real cst
owners of violations and greed. s:
those factors contributed towards the
incident.

"Unfortunately. the greed of real estate
owners is what leads to these matters.”
said Sheikh Fahad. who also mns the
interior and defense ministrics.

The fire was reported 1o authoritics at
6:00 a.m. local time (0300 GMT), Major
General Eid Rashed Hamad said

"The building inwhich the fire occurred
was used to house workers, and there
was a large number of workers there.
Dozens were rescued. bul unfortunately
there were many deaths as a result of
inhaling smoke from the fire," another
senior police commander told state TV.
"We always alert and wamn against”
cramming too many workers into
housing accommodation, he said.
without providing details on the
workers' type of employ ment or place of
origin.

The fire was contained and authoritics
were investigating its cause, officials
said.

ale

Titmus shatters
200m freestyle
world record weeks
before Olympics

Ledecky to clinch gold in Tokyo
three year
a red-hot
allaghan,
smashed Italian greal
a Pellegrini's 14-vear-old

Tavourite alongside O'C
who

w
cight of the 10
history, with

. Melntosh is the only other
swimmer 10 go under 1:34 this

Pallister and B
Throssell came third and fourth in
ane to position themselves
to be part of an ominously fast
4x200m relay team

Titmus has been in top form in
Brisbane, swimming the second-
Fastest 400m freestyle of all time
onMonday asshealso prepares o
fend that Olympic title. She is
50 the world record-holder in
that event.
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