Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)
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Two terrorist
leaders killed in
Peshawar

SoonTimes Correspondent
PESHAWAR

Terrorist leaders Ayaz alias Muhammad and
Ahmadi alias Kochi were Killed. and two others
were wounded in an intelligence-based operation
inHasankhel arca of Peshawar.

According 1o the ISPR. the operation was
conducted on the night of May 30-31 following
reports of the presence of ferrorists. During the
operation. security forces successfully located the
terrorists' shelter. Muhammad and Ahmadi were
Killed.

Moreto read: Six terrorists Killed in two operations
inKP:ISPR

Pakistan Army spokesperson stated that the
deceased terrorists were involved in several acts of
terrorism against security forces and the killing of
innocent civil . The local population
appreciated the security forces' operation.

The ISPR further highlighted that Pakistan's
security forces are committed to eradicating
terrorism from the country.

Dar rules out any

talks with people

involved in May
9 incidents

ISLAMABAD

Depuly Prime Minister Ishaq Dar has ruled out any
talks with the clements involved in the May 9
incidents.

Talking to the media on Friday. Dar said he
believed in reconciliation and negotiations but
May 9 wasan uprising against the state.

“No one can be lenient towards the

nnah House and other facil
n taken by the corps com
recent meeting is stance of every Pakistani
there should be no concessions in this regar
concluded.

Dr Shahzad Baig
steps down as head
of Pakistan's polio

eradication
programme

ISLAMABAD
(WebDesk)y
Shahzad Baig, coordinator of the

National

ently included in the List off 100
ross the world in the field of
. confirmed the

¢ resignation of Mr Baig comes after the government
decided 1o appoint a burcaucrat to lead the polio
programme in the coul
He has been facing enitis

m over the spread of the
crippling s in Pakistan, with the virus detected in
atleast 153 environmental samples across 39 districts.
Pakistan has so far reported three polio case in 2024. The
third polio case of the year has been reported from Killa
Abdullah district of Balochistan
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CM Maryam meets UN delegation, vows
to boost cooperation in various sectors

Punjab CM shared her government agenda and running welfare nrmeets

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
ind the United Nations
gation held o meeling and
reed to strengthen cooperation
varios seetors
Resident and Hu
Coordinat n Paki n
Muhammad along with a
22-member delegation met with
Punjab CM. The delegation
included local presidents of UN
¢ bodies.

reed to boost cooperat

2
Both sides

exchanged views on running
developmental projects with the
support of UN bodies.

Punjab CM informed the
delegation about education, health
clor reforms, and government
policies. She boosted the Punjab

Paki
She re
and reforms in every

an’s economy.

ted that development

Clor Were

her priority. She said

governmenl was dedicated to

esolving public erisis on a

1ority basis.

“Tobuild 0.1 million homes
CM shared her

and running

be facilitated v
soon. For the v
officer's grading
devised fo
good govema
build 0.1 million he
cooperation of UN I»mhu \\:II
soon be accomplished. CM
Maryam N: lighted t'h.ll
be i ster de:
nhonor for her.

PM Shehbaz to embark
on China visit seeking
investment next week

ISLAMABAD
(WebDesk)

week on the
1 of Chinese
hip.

ling to foreign
. the prime
ster will mee
dent Xi Jinping and hold deleg
with Premier Li Qiang in Beijing.
The two sides will undertake discussions lo
further ngthen the all-v
cooperative partnership, upgr v
trade and investment, enhance cooperation
security and defense, energy, space, scien
technology.

The prime minister will also hold meetings with
the Chaiman of standing commiltee of the
National People’s Congress and heads of key

level Tinol

will address Pal

minister's 1

China-

Pakistan.

government
departments.

> e iy "
Prime Min The foreign office
spokesperson said an
important aspect of

F
the prime minister's
visit will be meeting
with the corporate
exeeutives of leading
Chingse compar
dealing in of
energy,

In the Chinese city Shenzhen, the prime minister
China Business Forum. He
cconomie and agriculture zones in
China. According to foreign office, the prime
manifestation of the iror

i
frequent high level exchanges and
Earlier, the prime minister dire
concerned to prepare an action plan to encourage
the Chinese companies to set up industries in

Soon Times Correspondent
LONDON

Federal Interior Minister Mohisin
Naqvi has met with Britain
James Cleverly. During the
meeting, a Letter of Intent (Lol)
a ned between the
akistan and

d gas,
ICT and

508

1on will be done
by a Joint Steering Commiltee
including es from

logue

Mohsin Naqvi meets
British counterpart, signs
LOI to combat crlme

The initiative will promote
mutual cooperation in drug
prevention, invesligations of
serious erimes and 1o combat
illegal r o1

It will 0 improve joint
cooperation in com! ¢ illicit
financial threats and bilateral
assistance intracking crimes at air
and sea borders

Talking to media, Mohsin Naqvi
stated Britain was long-term
partner of Pakistan and the
bilateral ties between both states
at govemment and public were

ed the authorities

the Interior Ministry, the
National Police Bureau and the
British High Commission.

On this occ: 1, Britain Interior
Minister stated that Britain
honoured the relations .

Pakistan demands India stop suppressing

FOREIGN AFFAI

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Friday

Jammu and Kashmir should be
Jblc to freely exercise their right to
its call i

Kaghm

public.

ammu and Kashmir,

“The headquarters of the All Partics
at Conference in Srinagar also
remains scaled. India must stop its
ongoing campaign 1o suppress
political activists and intimidate the
The people of

ion as enshrined in
the relevant UN Security
resolutions,” Forei
spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said at the weekly press
Dbriefing here.
HlbhllgllllnL the unabated Indian
aign lo crushdi inlIOJK

n Illcg.ill\

political activists, intimidating Kashmiris

Kashmiri youlth, were scaled in
Shopiandistrict.

The Indian authorities have so far
seized hundreds of propertics
across the occupiced fterritory to
punish Kashmiri activists. she
added.

The spokesperson reiterated
Pakistan’s resolve 1o conlmm

political. di

and the confiscation of properties.
the spox told the media that earlier
this week, the propertics. including
lands and a shop of Iwo more

moral suppon to Kashmiris for the
Jjust and peaceful settlement of the
dispute as per the UN Sccurity
Council resolutions.

190m pound reference
against Imran, spouse
adjourned untll June 4

SoonTimes Correspondent
RAWALPINDI

The hearing of the 190 million
pound reference without
proceedings has been
adjourned until June 4 due 1o
the absence of lawyers in

court. During the hearing.
Imran K and his spouse,
Bushra ppeared before

the court. Both said their W
lawyers couldn’t appear in
court as cases of lerrorism
were regisiered against them in
Islamabad.
why

examined. Barrister Sall
representing the accused.
before the court. The pel 1
filed by PTI lawvers Azhar Saddique.
Shoaib Shahcen. and others in court,
The petition contended that the
counsel. Usman Gull, who had to
cross-cxamine and defend the 190
defend this reference. had been  million pound reference, had been
accused of terrorism. Owingtothe  named in the terrorism case.  The
the court adjourned the case hearing
the prosecution’s nine without proceeding until June 4.

be cross-

The court inquired
the lawyvers who filed the
o behalf of Tmra
peared.

Imran Khan replied that the
lawyers, who were supposed to

hearing,
wilnesses couldn’t

IHC declines request to
dispose of petition for poet

Farhad's recovery

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The Islamabad High Court on Friday
rejected the request of the additional
attorney general to dispose of a petition
secking the recovery of a poct from
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, remarking
that the case could Dnl\ be Donclndcd

IHC’s Justice Mohsin Akhiar
presided over the proceedings on the
plea filed by Arooj Zainab. Farhad's
spouse.

Lawyers Imaan Mazari and Hadi Ali
Chattha represented the petitioner.

Al the outset of the proceedings.
Additional Attorney General Munawar
Igbal Duggal stated that there were
cases registered against Farhad in Azad
Kashmir, and he was on physical
remand until June 2.

The state lawyer stated that Farhad's
family had met him. so the habeas
corpus petitionbe disposed of.
Advancing her arguments. petitioner’s
lawyer Imaan Mazari said her client

ition 'md ccuns \\hcﬁ: it
kistani courts were treated similarly to
Jjudgmentsof forcign courts,

The counsel for the petitioner informed the
court that from Islamabad. Farhad's family
went to the Dhirkot police st;
was not there. adding thatuponingu

had not only asked for the retum of her
husband, but also sought action against
those responsible for his enforced
disappearance.

n. but he
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he Securities and
Exchange Commission
of Pakistan (SECP) has
issued the draft Securities
= Managers (Licensing and
= Operations) Regulations,
2024, along with a
consultation paper on the
proposed Regulations, in order
to obtain feedback from

market participants and the
general public. The proposed
regulatory framework permits
eligible securities brokers to
provide portfolio management
services after obtaining the
requisite license to act as a
‘securities manager” from the
Commission. The licensing
requirements for securities

managers include net worth,
fiduciary rating, research
capacity and other related
areas, as provided in the
Regulations. Additionally, the
securities manager is required
to maintain customer funds
and securities with an
independent custodian. Other
key areas addressed in the

Regulations include licensing
procedures, conduct of the
securities manager,
preparation of Investment
Policy Statement for the
customers, management of
conflict of interest,
management and investment
of customer money and
portfolio of securities.

reign investment is indispensahle

Tariq khan Yousafzai

The key to economic
development in today's world
is to create an investment-
friendly environment. No
country, no matter how
developed it is, cannot
progress without private
investment. Investors,
whether local or foreign,
invest only when they believe
that their capital is completely
safe. The People's Republic of
China has given investors
confidence with its reform and
opening-up policy. Especially
in the last ten years under the
leadership of President Xi
Jinping, the wonderful
policies that have been
introduced in the People's
Republic of China, these
policies have greatly
promoted the speed of the
country's development.Qur
natural ecosystems have never
faced such a cnitical situation,
to combat which
infrastructure development is
amajorresponsibility. About 1
million animal and plant
species are threatened with
extinction, while biodiversity
loss causes global economic
output to decline by about 10
percent annually. The biggest
challenge for this is to reduce
these environmental damages
while increasing the world's
built environment. How is it
possible to achieve both goals
with these contradictions?
There are several methods by
which construction companies
can achieve the desired goals.
However, this will require
huge investment?There are
always big promises to invest
by friendly countries, whether
it is to remedy the damages
caused by climate change orto
restore the country's economy.
But they are not implemented.

Lack of investment despite
announcements and promises
is a very important question,
which needs immediate
attention. What are the
concerns of friendly
countries? The answer of
course is that the political
situation is unstable,
everything. It is in specific
hands. Political parties and
leadership have no importance
in the country. Evidence of
various actions and decisions
taken in the past is sufficient,
In this regard, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, who is
confined in jail, is an example,
whose official X handle has
uploaded a video of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the main
character of the fall of Dhaka.
The answer is, because it has
unsuccessfully tried 1o incite
the officers and soldiers of the
Pakistan Army to rebel,
dereliction of duty and to
incite the officers and soldiers
1o take action against state
institutions. The said video has
been viewed by 4.2 million
people. See, 56,000 people
liked it while 38,000 users
reposted it. Moreover,
according to him, he was kept
in solitary confinement, and
he made a big mistake by
trusting General Bajwa.
Serious allegations have been
made that the move is seen as
an act of mutiny in the ranks of
the armed forces and the PICA
Act, 2016 is applicable. That
is, now Imran Khan will also
face this dangerous trial, as far
as the country's economy is
concerned, no investor will be
willing to invest in this
situation. Despite this, the
government has made
reservations for friendly
countries, To remove the
Special Investment
Facilitaion Council (SIFC)
has been formed, which
includes the heads of the army
in addition to the relevant
govemnment institutions. The
purpose of establishing this
imvestment council 15 to
facilitate investment from
friendly countries and
Implementation was to be

for economic stability

ensured. After the Prime
Minister's visits to the Gulf, it
1s expected that Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
promised to invest 15 billion
dollars, after which economic
stability began to come to the
country. At present, China,
which has been given
opportunities in Afghanistan,
is not taking much interest.
However, investment is
expected from there too, inthis
case, the release of a very
dangerous video by the
founder of a major party in the
country is very meaningful,
after which investors will
definitely prefer to stay away.
No one denies the fact that
Pakistan wants to get out of its
economic difficulties through
the investment of friendly
countries, but those who want
power and the government's
institutional system are not
allowing the investment
agreements to be converted
into practical form. Although
in the world After changing
the form of energy, the Gulf’
countries want to invest in
various sectors in the countries
of the world where their
investments are safe in order
to reduce their dependence on
oil. Although Pakistan is a
more attractive place for them.
But the unstable political
situation in Pakistan, mistrust
of each other in the provinces
and the federation, as well as
the business environment, the
most important of which are
high interest rates and security
issues due to the lack of
governance in the
implementation of investor
announcements and
agreements. In this situation, it
is necessary for the leadership
of all political parties to unite
to bring economic revolution
in the country. And where
there are concerns of the units,
the path of immediate
legislation should be adopted
to Jcreate such a capital-
friendly environment, in
which the capitalists approach
for investment here on our
terms rather than on their
terms.

The ""Books and Novel Ghar' program of
The Literary Forum "Tameer-e-Nau"’

As part of the program, students are offered free
PDF books for research purposes.

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore:

The literary forum "Tameer-e-
Nau" is providing free PDF
books to students and
researchers as per their needs.
under the 'Books and Novel
Ghar' program. The Tameer-e-
Nau team, both in Pakistan and
abroad. strives to make
available the creations (books.

cte.) of any writer. to the extent
possible. so that writers may not
face difficulties in their rescarch
work. The Tameer-c-Nau team
believes that our main objective
is to promote knowledge and
literature, Moreover, we also
provide books and national
newspapers/magazines o
students. including textbooks
for "All Educational Boards' in

Pakistan and Competitive
Exam materials. without any
doubt. this is a laborious and
commendable effort. The entire
responsibility of this series of
Tameer-c-Nau lies with Syeda
Sadia Amber Jilani and Mah
Gul Baloch, who are working
with full dedication. hard work.
and enthusiasm.

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
Friday asked Pakistan Tehreek-e~
Insaf (PTT) founder Imran Khan 1o
keep his "mouth shut" if he wants
political tension in the country to
lessen

“I think founder PTI wants to
increase tension," said the minister
inan exclusive interview with in
the wake of the controversial social
media post shared on Khan's
official X — formerly Twitter —
account.

A post on X was attributed to the
former premier said: "Every
Pakistani should study the Hamood
ur Rahman Commission Report
and get 10 know who was the true
traitor. General Yahya Khan or
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman."

Asif said the former prime
minister. who remains incarcerated
at the Adiala jail since August
2023, is trying again to create a
situation like that on May 9.

The minister, comme 2 on the
video inquestion. said attempts are
being made lo retract the tweel
related to the former Bangladeshi
president,

"Barrister Gauhar [Khan] clarified
that the social media team did not

Imran Khan must keep 'mouth
shut' if he wants tensions to
reduce: Khawaja Asif

seck permission before tweeting.”
said the minister. adding that this
was the first time that the party had
to retract a post on their social
mediaaccount,

Khawaja Asif said he has a
different stand on the history of the
Bangladeshi po
tragedy of East Pakistan.

"By exaggerting the tragedy of
East Pakistan today, vou want 1o
increase the tension” he  said.
slamming Khanand his party.

The minister maintained that
whether it was in politics or sports,
the former premier had stung
evervone who had done good to

an and  the

him.

"General [Qamar Javed| Bajwa's
father, General Faiz [Hamid] was
his uncle. now [he is] dumping all
the debris at them.” said Asif.

commenting on Khan's
relationship  dynamics with the
former military men when he was
inpower.

Meanwhile, the Federal
Investigation Agency's (FIA)evber
crime team on Thursday decided to
i tc action against Khan over
his controversial tweet on social
media.

To pursuc an investigation. the
anti-crime body reached Adiala jail
late Thursday night. but was turned
down forameeting by Khani
According to the sources within
Adiala jail. the former prime
minister refused to become part of
the FIA investigation related to the
controversial social media post.
Khan refused to answer any
questions from the FIA ?Mtcam,
said the sources,

Digital Transfer Application
launched by PULSE Project and
Multan Development Authority

Soan Times Comrespondent
Islamabad

The Punjab Urban Land Svstems
Enhancement (PULSE) Project
has successfully launched its first
Digital Transfer Application in
partnership with the
Commissioner Multan and
Director General Multan
Development Authority (MDA)
Marvam Khan, Prior 1o this
development. land records were
manually scanned and updated.
However. with the advent of this
application. the room for human
crror would be minimized and
everything related to land records
would beunder one roof.

In her inaugural address.
Commissioner Multan Marvam
Khan lauded MDA's partnership
with PULSE as a major step

towards speedy digitization of
land records of Punjab. whercby
people would not need to run
from pillar to post for their land
related issucs now.

Furthermore. the Commissioner
Multan, while appreciating the
PULSE Project for its tircless
efforts and dedication. directed

—

all the Deputy Commissioners
and Revenue Stafl to ensure
timely execution of activities
undertaken by the PULSE
Project such Stakcholder
Engagement Workshops in order
1o provide maximum relief 1o the
common man at the carliest.
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Islamabad : Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on preparation of his

upcoming visit to China, on 31 May 2024.
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Central Chairman of Imam
Hasan Council of Pakistan will
visit Bhalwal today

SoonTimes Comespondent

Lahore:
Central Chs

an Couneil ol

Hazrat
Bhatti

Bhalwal District Sargodha today

an of Imam

Abbas Qadri.

Nashin Darbar Aliva
Pir Muhammad Yar  Advs
Nowshahi Qadri aka  wel
Pir  he will meet
s Nowshahi Qada political. social
¢ will visit Tehsil  journalistic i

consult reg

an (.mlm.:l s Central
Joint Seeretary Allama Ghulam
Meher Munir
Ahmad Siddiqui. Saced Paracha
te and others will
me him, Du

2024, tion of Tmam n
(,ml cil Pakistan i Bhalwal and
Sargodha. He will also consult
regarding the organizalion of the
All-Parties  Golden Jubilee
abuwat Conference

his visit alwal organized by Tmam
holars, k Hasan Council Pakistan in
religious and on with the [fiftieth
He will of the Law of
rding the abuwat

Imran Khan refuses to meet
FIA team for controversial

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Tchreck-c-Insall (PTI)
founder Imran Khan on Thursday
refused to meet a Federal
estigation Agency cyber crime
team which visited Adiala Jail to grill
him about the latest controversial
tweet shared from hisaccount.

Khan took the plea that he could not
meet the FIA team in the absence of
his lawyers.

The team. however. returned with a
written response by the embattled PTI
leader who has been embroiled in a
number of cases.

A tweel from his account surfaced in
which he urged people to read the
Hamoodur Rehman Commission
reporton the 1971 debacle.

PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar said it
(tweet) was taken out of context.

ederal Inm;tlgatlm Agency

FlAdecides to conduct probe

The FIA Cyber Wing on Thursday
decided to conduct an inquiry into the
uploading of a ‘propaganda’ vidco
featuring Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from
the official X accountof the PTI founder,
According to FIA sources. on May 26, a
propaganda video was tweeted with
reference to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

from the official X handle of PTI's

tweet probe

founder. The official account
was used to upload this video.
itsaid.

Sources said the FIA Cyber
Wing would discuss the matter
with four PTI members: the
PTI founder. Barrister Gohar.
opposition leader Omar Ayub.
and Racof Hasan.

The FIA tcam would
determine whether the video
was tweeted by the PTI
Tounder himsell or anyone else with his
consent,

FIA sources said they would investigate
who created and propagated the “anti-
Pakistan’ content, "If the account holder
is responsible, legal action will be taken
against him. Ifnot. he will need to submit
a writlen request to close the X account
ductoits unlaw ful use.” they said.

Newws

Bhalwal police arrested
owner who harassed child

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha

A4 ‘.dr-i\lddlllil was made to hold up s ears
u|1!||.

tered on :hc instruetic
thc video wenl viral on soci

day before. s
for two hours in 1
llm lllu,u:](hlmnn!l

Asad Tjaz Ma I
to immediatel
accused. Bl
action a

French ambassador calls
on CM Maryam, vows to
strengthen bilateral ties

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

French Ambassador Nicolas Galey and
Economic Consular Laurent chopiton
have called on Pumjab Chief Minister
MaryamNawaztoday. development initiatives in Punjab saying
Punjab CM_and French ambassador wanted to work together for progress and
exchanged views (o cooperate in various  gubility of Pakistan.

Punjab CM reiterated that Pakistan and
France ties and collaboration has strong
history. on this occasion.

French Ambassador Nicolas Galey I
commended the public welfare and

NICVD Celebrates International Nurses
Day 2024 with Theme "Our Nurses. Our
Future: The Economic Power of Care"

Soon Times Correspondent
hi:

Our Future: The Economic Power of L.nr e

The event washeld atalocal hotel in Karachi
May 31, 2024, to recogmze the
lable contributions of m nd their
pivotal role in healthcare. The celebration
commenced with a warm welcome note
delivered by Ms. Shamsa Samani (Director
positive tone for
lay. Following this, the guest of honor.
Saghir, Executive Director

on Fr

the
Professor Tahir
of NICVD, d

L the vital ec

piring speech
¢ and social

impact of nursing care Professor Jawaid

Iv the nurses, for ther relentless
so thanked the
their insightful

d dedication. He

al, Exccutive Director of SICVD,
ghlighting the
significance of nwrsing in the holistic

healtheare system and the ongoing efforts o
within the

enhance nursing
s ‘euest, Professor
Nadeem Qamar, former Executive Director
of NICVD, delivered a hearilelt speech,
reflecting on the Joumney of

ished guests for
speeches and continued  support. The
celebration coneluded with the distribution
ol souvenirs and certilicates among the chiel
guest of honors. and nurses.
their outstanding ¢ and
dedication to the healtheare
NICVD remains committed 1o

guesl.

NICVD and the indispensable role of nurses

contribution to patient care, Dr:. Tang Almed

Shaikh, Administrative Executive of
NICVD, delivered the vote of thanks,
sing gratitude to all attendees,

stall,

role in

mh.mm\\muw 115 nursi
ng their ecritical
providing top-tier cardiovas
patients, This celebration wy
the insl

ilar care to

ongoing dedica

cnhancing the professional and personal
growthof its nurses

Azerbaijan FM calls on army

Soon Times Correspondent
RAWALPINDI
Azerbai Foreign

Minister Jeyhun

Bayramov. who is on a visit to Pakistan,
called on Chief of Army StalT General
Asim Muniron Friday and discussed matters

and bilateral mterest, cluding
regional peace and stability.,

“The Azerbayjan mimister visited the General
Headquarters (GHQ ) here and held in-depth
discussionswith the COAS

Gen Asim emphasized Pakistan's long-
standing fraternal ties with Azerbaion and
reiterated unwavering  commitment o
providing comprehensive assistance and
cooperation in the felds of defense and
security.

T "OAS praised the Azerbajani Armed
Forces for their exemplary professionalism

chlef discusses regional stability
| —

muuLn s |
regional stability. Related Topics

No “anti-state” slogan and speech; 39
conditions set for PTI rally on June 8

Soon Times Comrespondent
ISLAMABAD

The fedeml government on
Friday set 39 conditions for
permission to the former ruling
v, the Pakistan Tehreel
Insal (PTI), to hold a public
rally on June 8

The deputy commissioner was
compelled by the Iskimabad
High Court (IHC}) to allow the
PTT to hold a rally. The deputy
commissioner issued an NOC
(No-objection Certificate) in

this regard
The deputy commissioner has bound the
PT1 to start and end the rally according to
the time given to the
admin here will be no slogans
and speeches against the state. The party
will guarantee that there will be no riots
and damage o the ¢ property
Moreover. the PT1 will ensure the security
ofthe rally participants and othes

allowed the PT1 o hold rally on June 8 on
the THC order and subsequently informed
the courtol permission granted to it

seclors| bilateral ties. . He said that collaboration was inevitable
Both sides agreed o boost cooperation in 1o mitigate global challenges like climate
climate change mitigation and initiatives  chayge.

forenvironmental protection.

LHC takes up plea
challenging ECP

authority to withdraw
PTI election symbol

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

The Lahore High Court on Friday
commenced he: a petition
filed by the I
Insal
Commission of Pakist

challenging the E
1's authority
to withdraw the parly’s election
symbol of bat

Justice Abid  Aziz

condueted the proceedin

ikh, who

irected

the counsel for the federation to
submit arguments regarding the jurisdiction of
the ECP.

I'he petition was moved by several office-

1o the general elections constituted an illegal
action

It requests the court to declare the Sections
215,209, 208 and others of the Election Act as
eonstitulic
Later. the court adjourned the proceedings

bearers of the an Tehreek-e-In
The petition argues
PTTselectoral symbol on part of the 1

Pakistan's Sammi Deen
Baloch receives int'l award
for human rights activism

Soon Times Correspondent
Il wd

]‘.!kl\l\ll\l activist Sanuni
Deen Baloch has been
honoured with the Front
Line Defenders Award
2024 in Dublmn, lreland,
for ing her voice on
Tuman rights issues in the
South Asy ation

Front L

e Delenders
the five
of its top
the 2024
1 Rights

announced
winners
tion,

onal platform to
Tor the human nghts

they are defending
ies are selected from among scores of
which are put forward in

d:rlmull tof Qn for human ugn
but it is vit Baloch told G
Dublin, asshe vowed to continue her struggle.
The annual Front Line Defenders Award for
Human Rights Defenders at Risk was
established in 2005 1o honour the work of
HRDs making
outstanding contributions 1o the promotion
and protection of the human nghts of others,
oftenal great personal risk to themselves,

public nomination process carried out tow:

the end of ¢ach vear and Award winners are
announced on the day of the Award Ceremony
Iy in May the lollowing vear

who are courageously

for

Persons [V]i!\‘ll) was

dthe

selected from Asi

The Award focuses international attention on




US, UK air
strikes on Yemen
kill at least 16:
Huthl TV

The United States and Britain ca
es on Yemen in w h1l they said
\m, a bid to degrade Iran-backed rebels’
maritime attack capabilities. with Huthi
mediaon Friday reporting 16 killed.
The Huthis have been targy
around the Red
since November, E
Palestinians in the Ga 1\|r|p \\Ius.h has
been bombarded by Israel since militant
aroup Hamas launched an attack mside
Israel on October 7
AFP joumalists heard loud explosions in
the capital Sanaa and the port city of’
Hodeida ovemnight from Thursday to
Friday. Strikes also targeted telecoms
infrastructure in the town of Taez, the
Huthi-controlled Al-Masirah television
reported.
Citing health authorities, the TV station
said 16 people were killed and more than
fed in Hodeida o
if they were civ

ormilitants

US, China defence
chiefs lock horns

on Taiwan at Asia
security summit

sse defence chiefs
locked homs on Taiwan in thei
face-to-face meeting in two ve,
Friday, but both sides empl
need to keep military-to-
communications open.

US Defense Seeretary Llovd Austin
and China's defence m er. Dong
Jun, met in Singapore on the sidelines
of Asia's premier defence summit, the
Shangri-La Dialogue. The Phily o5

sei
ilitary

Israeli airstrike on Rafah Kkills 12
Palestinians, Gaza medics say

I__________________-I

Xochitl Galvez, the maverick opposition |
candidate seeking Mexico' 's pres1dency I

MEXICOCITY
A rags to riches story
penchant for
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Israel pressed on with veon Rafaha day a

saying its forces had taken control of a bufler zone
along the nearby border between the Guaza Strij
ng it effective authority over a's entire

and
bl

It said the Ilulll:r zone's capture had cut ofT a route used
by the Palestinian group Hamas to smuggle arms into
Gazaduring more than seven months ol war, wl
laid waste to much of the termitory and rased fe

ch has

of for

cessaid the 12 Pal . whom it
\.ml were civilians, had been killed and an unspecified
number of others wounded inan Israeli airstrike as they
tried to recover the body of a civilian in the centre off
Rafah
Another Palestinian civilian was killed in an airstrike
on Al-Shati refugee camp west of Gaza City in the
north of the densely populated enclave, the medics
said
Israel reported clashes in southem, central and
iaza but did not immediately comment on the
hm]i.mh where hundreds of thousands

rulin
Sheinb:

influen

president was to give a speech at the
mee later n the day that was
expected to touch on ser
China Sea claims.

The US-China relationship i

to loom over the dialogue. as are the
wars in Ukraine and Gaza

took refug icrin the w:
Lommmnc.mun services were cut ofl’ in Rafah,
Palestinian telecommunications company Jawa said in

pover

father,
moll

ih despite anorder by the
the top UN court, to halt

1% O 0 o

theattacks.

limelight as the main
opposition \..llldld\lh!
Mexico’

presidency,
campaigning on a
promise to confront
drug cartels and
improve the econom
vez, 61, who trai

vote, represents a coalition of

ity to Mexico,
30,000 people are murdered every v
and criminal groups wield Inr-n..n.bm;

Born in Tepatepec. in the central state of
Hidalgo. Gal

and violence that she and her
mother suffered at the hands of her

vated her o push forward. S
udorher Otont

vez calls her:

propelled
swoman
lvez into the

arty candidate Claudia
in the polls ahead of

nd vows Lo restore
where ound

has described how the

alcoholic rural teacher,

£ENOUS Orig
rebel. She left
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Naqvi announces $100 000 cash prize for
each player if team wins T20 World Cup

LONDON
(WebDesk)
Pakistan  crickef

team on Friday
from London to
te inthe [CC Men's T20 World
seheduled to start from June
m Green will land in Dal
«¢ on hosts US i thel
Group Amatchon June 6.

rlier this month, the Pakistan Cricket
Board unveiled its 15-player squad for
the mega ericket event in the USA and
Caribbean from 1-29 June

Squad: Babar A
Ahmed, Azam K
Haris Rauf, Iftkhar Ahmed, Imad
Wasim, Mohammad Abbas  Afridi,

Mohammad Amir, Mohammad
. Naseem Shah, m Avub,
3 b Khan, Shaheen Shah Afnidi,
Usman Khan

Of'the 15 players, Abrar Ahmed, Azam
Kh.m Mohammad Abbas Al Saim
m Khan have been
maiden T20 World
Cup. while Mohammad Amir and Imad
Wasim last appeared in the 2016 and
2021 tournaments, respectively. The
other eight plavers participated in the
2022 eventin Australia
1 has one of the most
impressive records in the ICC Ma
T20 World Cup since its ineeplion in
2007 in South Africa

Diljit Dosanjh's
mesmeric rendition
on Arif Lohar's
song "Jugni'
delights fans

h shared a video from his concert
States on Ins

black ki nd dhoti, rul'lu.lm Arif Lohar's
traditional attire.

¢ fans pourcd a heap of p
for his stunning perfon
tributes to Pakistani artists.

¢ on the singer
ind paying

(Reuters) -
Urugu
Juniors striker
Edinson Cav
announced his
retirement from
international football

2011 Capa
America winner. the
3T-year-old  Cavani
is Uruguay's second-
most capped player
(136) and second
highest scorer (38)
behind Luis Suarez.

!rn ng made his

nbia in a
chruary

would
remember, but today
new stage of 1
have tobe," C;
“Today [ decide to take a step asude, but Twill always
follow vou with a beating heart, like when I used to

Uruguay's Cavani retires
from international duty

ch wearing this beautiful shirt."
i won six Ligue 1 titles and five
i

ions for the

the 2011-12

et United. He joined Boca
afler par

ways with LaLiga
Related Topics

home at the age of 17 for Mexico City to
study an
inhér home town that she marry young.

In Mexico City she studied computer

d specs
Eetors. ouidtig e hRaiogy
companies.
In 1999, the World Econc
named her one of the 100 1,!0!).1! leaders
of the futur

Galvez is known for her
of spes

onal Auto

asual and

ape the social expectation I

T'he students
held in connection with prote 5
Israel's military campmign, some of them
deta
sanctioned rallies spilled over to
unauthorised  sites including  Cairo's

suppre:
more thana decade.
According 1o the

month over their attempl to ¢

were deploved to a
apartment in e early hours of May 9,

"They pointed their rifk

none

‘The students "did not call for prot
anything like that",
political yu\lp

Egypt extends
crackdown on
Gaza activism
with student

arrests

CAIRO
Egypt has detamed several students who

ing to promole pro-Pale

¢ for activism over the war in Gaza
ite growing  ofli

among dozens of pe
aga

ned in October when state-

LT,
s say Fayption authoritics

that demonstrations over the Israeli-

nian conflict could fuel domes!
which has been
down lasting

broad er

spyplian Initiative for
APR), an independent
125 people

have been arrested since the Gaza war
n 1 October, 95 of whom are still
being held in pre
charges meluding membership of a
banned group or spreading false new
Three students were arrested carlier

detention on

of us could mov
bing the overnightraid

she smd. "It's not a
Just students
tsto stand with
support publicly
lobally "

West Indies issue
warning with impressive
Australia triumph

(Web Desk)

The West Indies showed some
ominous signs as the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup co-hosts registered
an impressive 35-run viclory over
Australia in their warm-up fixture
inTrinidad .

Nicholas Pooran was the star of the
show with a superb 75 as the West
Indies posted a massive total of
257/4 at Queens Park Oval and that
score proved too much for Australia
as the Caribbean side cruised home
to victory ahead of their opening
matchat the T20 World Cup against

Papua New Guinea on Sunday.
Pooran smashed a whopping cight
sixes during his 25-ball stay and
skipper Roviman Powell (52). left-
hander Sherfane Rutherford (47%)
and opener Johnson Charles (40)
also got in the act as the two-time
T20 World Cup champions
delighted their home crowd with
some scintillating power-hitting.
All of Australia's bowlers felt the
wrath of the West Indies' top-order.
with first-choice  spinner Adam
Zampa conceding 62 runs from his
four overs while picking up two

wickets.

Australia put up a decent show in
reply despite missing a host of key
players. with Josh Inglis (55),
Nathan Ellis (39) and Ashion

2021 T20 World Cup winners
finished with 222/7 in their final
warm-up fixture.

Spinner Gudakesh Motie (2/31)
and tall pacer Alzarri Joseph

(2/44) picking upa pair of wickets
cachforthe hosis.

In the other completed warm-up
fixture on Thursday. Namibia
narrowly defeated Papua New

Guinea by three runs (DLS
method) fellowing a rain-afTected
contest in Tarouba.

Papua New Guinea could only
muster 109/7 from their 20 overs.
but an inspired spell from Assad

in toucl
were sitling pr
in the 17th over when the match
was called off at the Brian Lara
Cricket Academy.
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