Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to

35 Pakistani pilgrims died
during Hajj: ministry

Simultaneously Pub[ishingﬁ’c)m Islamabad, Sargoc"m & Karachi

Soon Tunes Correspondent
ISLAMABAL.

At 33 Pakistamis have lost
their lives while performing Hajj
this vear due (o extreme weather
conditions, the Ministry of
Affairs confirmed on
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The Hajj is one of the five pillars of
Islam and all Muslims with the means
mustcomplete itat least once.
Its timing is determined by the Islamic
lunar calendar, shifting forward each
vearinthe Gregorian calendar,
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Why do we make everything
controversial in Pakistan,
asks CJP Isa

Socon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD
Chief Justice of Pa
Isa has remarked
make ey rvthing controv
Pakista
The CIP made these remarks on
Thursday during the hearing on the
appeal of the Election Cor
against the formation of Election

o ;
Two-member bench comp

Salman Akram Raja was the cou
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in
the case.

The EC lawyer informed the court
that the case is perlaining to the
interpretation of Article 219%(C) of
the Constittion of Pakistan

The Chief Justice asked Sikander
Bashir to apprise the court about
some facts of the case

Following direction of the CJP, the
EC lawyer informed the court that
on Feb 14 last, the commis:
ched letters 1o all High C
regarding formation of the tribunals
He said formation of the tribunals

falls under the purview of the
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EC for the Election Tribunals. On
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PIA's post-Hajj
flight operation
gets under way

SoonTimes Correspondent
KARACHI

The post-Hajj flight operation lo bring back over
86,000 Pakistani pilgrims, under the government
scheme, from Saudi Arabia started on Thursday

The first flight of Pakistan Intemational Airlines
(PIA) carrying pilgrims reached Karachi. PIA's
post-Hajj operation will continue till July 21. At
least 250 fhights will transport pilgrims from
Jeddah and Medina to various cities in Pakistan
Upenarrival at the airport, the pilgrims will receive
five litres of Zamzam water.

Related Topics

China's minister
reaches Pakistan
today, will preside
over meeting on
CPEC

ISLAMABAD
Minister of the International Depariment of the
Communist Party of lenl |an|
here onThus
Jianc] who is also |m‘.mher of the Communist
Party’s Central Committee will to participate in
third meeting of the Pakistan-China Joint
Consultative Mechanism
During the visit, LiuJianchao along with the Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister will co-chair
the Third Meeting of the Pakistan-China Jomt
Consultative Mechanism of the Political Parties on
CP He will also call on the senior eivil and
military leadership,
According to the Foreign Office, Minister Jianchao
is visiting on the invitation of Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.

PSX gains after Fitch backs
budget proposals for IMF bailout

"Market rally continues as optimism for another IMF programimel has risen following hllﬂﬂﬂl. says analyst
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Owais Leghari seeks Naqvi's help
over protests at grid stations in KP

KP police were not registering cases against illl"lllllllals involved in mGSB im:illems Islamabad
. FIR

mu-n nes Correspondent
LAMABAD

Federal Minister for ey Owais
s written a letter o Interior

in;
on the mcidents at Lrul stations

Ky ber Pakhtunkhwa

Ls 1 has written a letter to the

Interior Minister that "influential
uals” in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

ng protests on the premises of

assembly
unlawfully dmuc-l
restore electricit

s and electricity theft
ected feeders. This situ:

cﬂmlmg line
i

¢s at

pe
The loadshedding
Pakhtunkhw
Wedne:

be:

as l.hu.l

station, with hi

Shahbaz Gill

Ghulam Shabbir
ulm.lc(l by unknown

Political advisor to former
r and Pakistan
-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan
abducted from
According to the polic
R regarding Ghulam abducted by unknown individuals
Shabbir's abduction has been o
and centre | pegigtered at the Kalma police

complainant. Sh:
elder brother of

Imran Khan’s political
advisor abducted
Jfrom Lah ore

Soon Times Correspondent

s ago while he was
travelling from home to
on Bilal as the oo L
bbir is also the gy oy

left lus residence in
I leader

Lahore’s Khayaban-e-Amin late
at night. headed towards

The FIR states that Shabbir was  gjamabad




ﬁi"diiﬂiﬂl & Opinion

Territory

o

effectively carrying out the
cleanliness drive during Eid-
ul-Azha.On his X timeline,
the prime minister also
appreciated CDA Chairman
and Chief Commissioner of Chairman
Islamabad Muhammad Ali

Downfall of Pakistan's

FEconomy

Pakistan is a blessed country that
has a large number of mineral
resources but after all of this. it is
called a developing country or a
less developed country, Why?The
answer is our administration. our
poor governance. and their
incfficient policies.lt does not
relate to a specific government, It
includes all the previous and
present  governments who did
nothing for the development of
Pakistan's cconomy The result is
that now our backbone becomes
weaker day by day and the public
watch this downfall patiently
because they have no right o ask
the question from administration
about where their tax money has
been spent. If somcone tries (o
raise their voice against
corruption the result is zecro
because the government has the
power and hold on all institutions
including the court. The Justice
syslem also mn under the
government’s desire. Judiciary is
the servant of the
government.why did the
government fail o provide relief
to the public eventhough they pay
all taxes o the state?Some of them
have no knowledge about their
country's matters they love their
leaders blindly. They have no
concern about the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, they just
cast their voles to the corrupt
politicians just for gelling some
money other words. they sell
out their votes just for Rs. 5000
Most of them cast theirvote based
on family relations, or the basis of
cast system and some of them
casle their vote to these cormipt
people just on the orders of their
spiritual leaders (Peers). They
have no awareness aboul
Pakistan's ideology and its issucs

They did not think about their
forcfather’s sacrifices for the sake
of bu g Pakistan.In other
words, We are ignomant, we are
hypocrites because we did not
fulfill our dutics as Pakistani
citizens, Itis sad to say that we are
patwari, Youthiyas, and Jiallay
but we are not Pakistanis, We
forgol our values. cullure. and
ancestors’ feachings. We
remember the Igbal and Quaid
day but we forgot about their
message and hard work for the
sake of Pakistan.Not only the
politicians but we are all
responsible for our poor condition
becanse we choose these cormupls
through vote this way they came
into power and looted our country
but after sceing their poor and
inappropriate work we did not
condemn their bad
governance.National
Accountability Burcau failed 10
punish these cormupt politicians
and stop the corruption in the
country because behind the scene
it is also run by powerful
politicians and the NAB court is
unable to hang oul these corrupt
that's why their cormption has
been increasing day to day and
because of this middleman suffers
a lot. The main reasons for our
Paralysed Economy arc:A large
amount of Public Tax money has
been spent on the luxuries of
Politicians, Government officers,
and Ministers in the name of
allowances.Because of the
minister's luxuries and cormplion
in the Development funds our
budget always goes into the
deficit.Duc to the deficit budget.
We have no other option excepl 1o
borrow from the IMF the rate of
interest has increased whi
results in a fall in investment
an increase in prices.Politicians
never leave their luxurics so govt
has no other option but to increase
tax on the public and enjoy their
luxuries.Our Balance of Trade is
always unfavorable because our
exporls are always less than our
imports. Our exporls are fewer
because our governmenl made

inefTective and weak policies for
their interest and failed to provide
relief to the investors and promote
the industry. Government and
administration do not work
properly and made effcclive

ceonomic policies because if the
Pakistan cconomy has developed
then poverty will be reduced
which leads to human capital
because of the increase in the Per
Capita Income then it would be

difficult for the politicians and
ministers to make them
fool.Government officials stole
the public tax money and foreign
aid which is in billions of dollars
amount and run their businesses
abroad rather than in the
homeland but at the time of (he
election they came to Pakistan but
those who are not live here and nin
their businesses at abroad how
they understand our economic and
socialissues !!!Rather thanuse the
public tax money on public
welfare they used it for their
welfare Every yeara huge amount
of National Treasure is spent on
international tours of
ministers. They wenl on
international tours with family
and friends at the expense of the
nation's treasures even  though
they went on their business Lrips
through public expenses,Now,
open your eves and see the reality
of how a large amount of our
national budget has been spent on
our Politician's and ministers'
welfare then how could we push
our cconomy on the right track
when our lcaders a
administration doing
dishonesty with
Pakistan???Every year millions of
students are graduated from
universities but have no
employment here then most of
them attempt snicide and most of
them went abroad for work that's
why we are facing the brain drain
issuc. If our cducated youth went
abroad then what will be the future
of Pakistan???Take steps loday
Tor vour future before the cormpt
politicians sell out the country and
developed worlds take overus.
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Randhawa over the
commendable operations
during the three days of
Eid."lI deeply appreciate
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
CDA/Chief
Commissioner Islamabad

Scope of IT in Pakistan
and it's Youth

Iftikhar Uddin Anjum

The scope of IT in Pakistan is vast
and rapidly growing, and the
country's youth are playing a
significant role in driving this
growth. With over 60% of the
population under the age of 25,
Pakistan has a significant
demographic  dividend that is
contributing 1o the development
of the IT industry.Young
Pakistanis are increasingly
pursuing carcers in IT. driven by
the sector's growth potential and
Jjob opportunities. Many
opting for ficlds like software
dC\cIopuN:l data science. di“ll:ll

are

where demand is highand talent is

in short supply. The governm
also providing support leyo

itiatives like
Minister's Youth
offers Lmining
for young
entreprencurs and startups.
Additionally, various incubators
and accelerators are  providing
resources and mentorship o
voung IT professionals. lelping
them turn their ideas into
successful businesses. The impact
of vouth on Pakistan's 1T industry
ismultifaceted:Innevation_:Youn
g Pakistanis arc driving
innovation in the IT sector,
developing solutions that cater (o
local necds and global
markets.Entreprencurship_:
Many voung IT professionals are
opting for entreprencurship.,
setting up their own starups and
creating jobs for others.Skills
development_: Youth are
acquiring  specialized  skills in

the Prime
Program, which
and funding

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday
appreciated the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) and Islamabad
Capital
Administration for

and

Shabash (Well Done).

emerging technologics like Al
blockchain. and cloud computing,
tan a competitive
the global IT
market Digital transformation_:

Young Pa arc at the
forefront of isformation
in various industries like
healthcare, finance, and

education. leveraging technology
to improve cfficiency and
productivity. E-commerce_: Youth
are driving the growth of e-
commerce in Pakistan, with many
starting their own online ventures
or working for established
companics.To fully hamess the
potential of youth in IT. Paki:
needs to address cerl
challenges. including:Education
and traiming_: Providing quality
ud training programs

ths gn with industry
needs.Infrastructure_:  Ensuring
adequate infrastructure, including

internet connectivity and
hardware. to support IT
development.Fundi 3
Providing access to fund
young entreprencurs
startups. By addressing
challenges and levera

g for
and
these
iz the
energy and creativity of its vouth,

can unlock the full
of its IT industry and
emerge as a significant player in
the global tech landsc:
futare of IT in Pakistan looks
promising, with youth driving
innovation and entreprencurship.
As the industry continues to grow.
it is likely to have a positive
impact on the country’s cconomy
and sociely. crealing jobs.
improving living standards. and
contributing to GDP growth.In
conclusion. the scope of IT in
Pakistan is vast and rapidly
growing, and the country's youth
are playing a significant role in
driving this growth. By providing
the necessary support and
resources. Pakistan can haress
the potential of its youth and
cmerge asa leader in the global IT

Islamabad Capital
Territory administration for
effectively executing a
commendable cleanliness
drive during Eid-ul-Azha.

industry.Here we have question
why vou of Pakistan should
Choose LT as a profession?The
answer is IT is future of world and

rapidly grow
a high dcm.md for skilled
professionals, offering a wide
range of job opportunitics. Good
compensation: 1T professionals
are generally well-compensated,
with competitive salaries and
benefits.Carcer growth: The 1T
industry offers a clear path for
career advancement. with
opportunities to move into
leadership roles or start your own
business.Constant learning: The
IT field is constantly evolving,
providing opportunities for
continuous lcarning and skill
development.Flexibility: IT

careers offer flexible work
arrangements. including remote

work options and freelancing
opportunities.Impactful work: IT
professionals have the
opportunity to work on projeclts
that can positively impact socicty
and improve people’s lives.Global
opportunities: IT is a global
industry. offering opportunities to
work with international
companics and clients.Diverse
field:IT encompasses various
ficlds. such as software
development, data science, cyber
security, and more. offering
diverse carcer paths.Government
support: The Pakistani
government is actively promoting
the IT industry, offering support
and resources for IT
professionals.Growing
industry:Pakistan's 1T industry is
growing rapidly, offering a wealth
of opportunities for young
professionals.By choosing IT as a
profession, the youth of Pakistan
can unlock a world of
oppcmnmlcs and contribute to the
count economic growth and
development,
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The conflict in Pa
signmifies uncertainty and chaos in
its political life. This is
problematic because numerous
challenges hinder the proper
g of the governmer
widespread  distrust
among the populace. A constant
source of conflict in Pakistan is the
frequent changes in government
leadership. Political instability has
resulted mvarious forms and styles
of government. with leaders being
overthrown by rebellion, judicial
inervention. or loss of trust. The
lack of co
adversely

the

affects
administrative process. preventing
the implementation of long-term
policies. A major cause of this

political conflict is the imbalance
of power between the civilian
government

Pnkisld:ls energy scctor has
traditionally been under military
control, with military authorities

exerting indirect influence on
an governance. This power
ic undermines democratic
nciples and institutions

c\zlccrbdllug instability,
. Pakistan is home 1o
many ethnic and religious groups
that often conflict with cach other.
Politicians sometimes exploit
these divisions for clectoral gain,
leading 10 further strife. Armed
1 these communitics
ze in violence and
influence politics. Economic issues
such as poverty. inflation, and
uncmployment contribute to
Pakistan's instability. High levels
of poverty and inequality genemie
social tensions, resulting |n

government's 4 hllnl\

complex problems and develop
long-term  development plans.
Terrorism and tancy are also
significant challenges to Pakistan's
security. The country suffers from
domestic and forcign-ba
s who disrupt stal

Militant groups often

securnity.
oppose the state and disrupt daily

life through violence. Morcover.
Pakistan's geogral
makes it vulnerable to fore
influences. adding complexity 1o
its political system. External
atlempts 1o ucnce  national
politics increase tension and
instability.

The partition of India and
Pakistan led 1o unprccc:leulcd

fostered hatred and conflict
between religious and ethnic
groups. Despite the passage of

decades. these divisive tensions
persist, with cthnic strife and
conflict prevalent in Pakistan.

For instance. in Balochistan, low-
level scparatist movements have
persisted for decades. Baloch
separatists claim that the central
government exploits the state’s
resources, leading to violence and
instability. Similarly. in Sindh
province. lensions between
indigenous Sindhis and Urdu-
speaking Mohajirs highlight the
deep divides within Pakistani
society.Pakistan's historical
preblems have disproportionately
alfected ethnic minorities.
A!Ihuu"h Pakistan is

face discrimination and
violence. The treatment of Hindus,
Sikhs. and other religious groups is

a stark reminder of the challenges
in promoting inclusivity and

tolerance in a country rooted in
identity.

religious
Pakistan's
by political and power
struggles. The frequent changes in
Ec-uicrshlp and the threal of
ry mlervention have cast a
long shadow over the country. The
assassination of Prime Minister
Lmqu;al Ali kh.m in 1951

Additionally.
d

chaos and violence, di
millions and causing countless
deaths, This historical event

the
and despair of the young
democratic nation. Globally. ovent

Instability

and covert influences shape the
dest s of nations. often
determining power dvnamics. For
example, the United States. withits
extensive military hegemony., has
influenced global politics
significantly. Military
interventions in regions like the
Middle East and Asia have led to
regime changes and the re-
establishment of alliances. The
2003 overthrow of Saddam
Hussein's regime in Iraq is a clear
example. However. such control
often breeds resentment and
rebellion. America's
interventionist policies have fueled
anti-American sentiment.
rebellion. and conflicl. as seen in
the long conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

The rise of military
powers like China has further
changed the global landscape, The
rapid expansion of the People's
Liberation Ay, especially in the
Asia-Pacific region. has
challenged traditional
struclures, creating
geopolitical tensions. Conl
the South China Sea and tensions
with neighboring countries
exemplify  the consequences DF
expansion. Ad
icements in military
technology. such as cyberwarfare
and drones, have blurred the lines
between war and conflict,
increasing the risk of unintended

power

CONSCAUENCES.

Understanding and
resolvil ng these complex Fault lines
is crucial for fostering peace and
stability. In the Middle East. for
example. the Sunni-Shia divide,
represented by the rivalry between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, has fucled
wirs in Syria and Yemen, causi
immense civilian suffering.
Similarly. Africa's eth
differences, tied to histor
gricvances and power struggles.
pose significant security and
dmclnpmcnl ch.nlcm_.,cs The

Rw: 1 genocide. driven by
long-standing conflict between
Hutus and Tutsis. is a chilling
reminder of the consequences of
unchecked racism. One of the most
ignificant obstacles to prosperity
and international security is weak
civil society. lncchcll\c corrupt.
or incompelent instilutions can
undermine the rule of law and
hinder cconomic growth. In sub-
Saharan Africa. weak governance
structures exacerbale social
problems, worsen corruption. and
impede development. Corruption
in countries like Nigeria and the
Dcmocmllc Republic of Congo

services. deepening povery. In
conflict-torn nations |
istan and Iraq. weak civil
sociely institutions hinder
reconstruclion cfforls.
perpetuating corruption and
violence. Even established
democracies like the United States
are. nol immune to weak civil
Public trust in government
ions is croding due to

increased pelarization and
misinformation,

Addressi these
challenges requires innovative and
integrated solutions.  Economic
globalization, conflict. and other
global issues necessitale
collaborative efforts to protect
human health and promote
sustainable development. For
instance. the COVID-19 pandemic
exposed fundamental societal
conflicts and highlighted the need
for eco ic resilience. Climate
change also poses scrious
cconomic challenges, especially
for vulnerable countries like the
Maldives and Tuvalu. Incquality in
income distribution remains a
global problem, impeding social
cohesi id economic success.
Technological disruptions present
both opportunities and challenges.
necessitating  proactive  measures
10 address workforce changes and
skills development

Political conflict has been
4 recurring theme in Pakistan's
narrative, significantly affecting its
economic and gcof,r.mluc.zl
landscape. With a history ked
by COUpS. Wt
lcnstoz:s between civil and mil

y and prosperity,
This co:npmhcu ive review
explores the various impacts of
political conflict in Pakist
. markets, and so
issues, Changes in
whether through

government,
democratic processes or military
interventions.




Commissioner congratulates the
DCs, ACs & others regarding
cleanliness drive

SoonTimes Correspondent

Sargodha:
Commissioner Sargodha Division
Muhammad Ajmal Bhatti has

congratulated the Deputy
Commissioners, Assistant
Cmnxmss:oncrs dud \flummpnl Officers

staff of other institutions for setting a new
record interms of cleanliness in the three
days of Eid-ul-Adha. The commissioner
said that a total of 9.817 metric tons of
garbage was disposed off in the three
days of Eid-ul-Adla in the four districts.

7838 MT in Sargodha, 661 MT in
Khushab, 739 MT in Mianwali and 579
MT in Bhakkar were transported to the
dumy site. A total of 1923 wasle
collection points were set up in the four
districts, including 1273
215 in Khushab, 331 in
104 in Bhakk;
districts. the workers
garbage from 116 thousam
and shified it first to the temporary
collection points and later to the dumping
sites. Sacrificial animal carcasses were
collected from 78. 872 places in

Sargodha. 12.253 places in Khushab,
14.378 places in Mianwali and 11.017
places in Bhakkar and destroyed under
SOPs. A total of 1.398 complaints were
received in the three days of Eid
the control rooms =
monitoring sources established in the
four districts. Among them 426 were
related to Sargodha, 258 related to
Khushab, 378 related to Mianwali and
336 related to Bhakkar which have
been resolved and Sargodha division
hasbeenmade zero waste,

ANF recovered 236 kg & arrested
S suspects in 7 operations

SoonTimes Correspondent
Rawalpind

ies operations against
2. ANF recovered
g of drugs in 7 operations and
arrested 5 suspects. ANF recovered
3.6 kg of ice from a passenger
bound for Bahmin at Islamabad
Airport, Capsules containing 900
grams of heroin were recovered
from the stomach of a passenger
going to Bahrain at Sialkot Airport.
ANF recovered 254 grams of
heroin and 200 grams of hashish
from a passenger going to Doha in
an operation at Islamabad Airport.

300 grams of hashish was recovered
from the parcel sent to Karachi from
the cargo office at Lahore Airport.
146 kg of hashish and 69 kg of opium
were recovered from the vehicle near
Motorway Toll Plaza Nankana Sahib.
ANF recovered 15 kg of hashish and
800 grams of ice from a parcel sent to
Multan from the courier office in
Quetta. 5 kg hashish was recovered
from two accused near Vihari in
Multan. According to the
spokesperson of ANF. investigations
have been started by registering cases
under the Anti-Narcotics Act against
all thearrested accused.

Senators grill FBR chief over hike
on hybrid, electric cars' taxes

SoonTimes Correspondent .
ISLAMABAD:

Senators Thursday grilled Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) Chairman
Asim Ahmad over the hike in taxes
imposed on hyvbrid and electric cars.
among otheritems.

The Senate Standing Committee on
Finance. in a meeting chaired by
n Peoples Party (PPP) Senator
1 Mandviwala, in Islamabad
raised an objection on the increased tax
ratconclectric and hybrid vehicles.
During the meeting. independent
Senator Faisal Vawda said that the use
of electric vehicles is being encouraged
Il overthe world.

"A sales tax of 25% has been levied on
vehicles priced above Rs15 million."
said Vawda.

The senator maintained that problems
increase when a policy is made and
revised. "No one sets up industry in this
country because of changes in taxes
and policies."

Responding o Vawda's objections. the
FBR officials said that imported. not
locally manufactured. vehicles have
been taxed. In reaction fo this. the
politician said he knows who is taxing

PPP senator questions FBR chairman on imposing excise duty on sale and purchase of property

vehicles.
The committee, however, adjourned the
matter inthe meeting,

The politician. who is a member of the
Senate in an independent capacity.
objected to the tax propesals made in the
budget. announced last week by the
federal government.

The government has, as per analysts.
devised the budget in line with the
recommendations  of the International
Monctary Fund (IMF), as I

FBR chairman said fax rates in the
property sectorare "fair”,

"In the property sector. tax is 15% for
filers and 43% for non-filers.” said the
FBR. chairman. He also highlighted that
the salaried class is taxed wp to 35% and
non-salaried up to45%.

"How will the common man build a house
with an increased tax on property.” said
Vawda in response to the official's
comment.

The FBR d that a Rel

hopes to sign a new and bigger programme
withthe global lending institution,

The federal government had to increase
taxes and reduce the fiscal defi partof
negotiations withthe IMF, with which it is
discussing a loan of $6 billion to $8
billion. as it sccks to avert a debt default
for an economy growing at the slowest
pace inthe region.

On the other hand. Vawda also lamented
the imposition of taxes on property in the
recently proposed budget. insisting that
the market across the country has become
stagnant.

"Nm\, a common man will not be able 1o
buy a house." said the senator, sharing his
viewpoint during the meeting.
Responding to Vawda in the mecting. the

per kilograms increase in Federal Excise
Duty (FED) on cement has been proposed
by FBR. as the board has not benefitied
from the increased rates of the commodity.
"Rel is being raised so that FBR gets
revenue,” said the chairman,

During the meeting, the FBR chairman
was also questioned about the FED
impaosed on plats.

"How excise duty is imposed on plots?”
asked PPPsenator Farooq H Nack.

"We wanted to impose sales tax." said the
FBR chairman, who was then told by Nack
that plots. in fact. neither come under the
category of commoditics norservices,
"Under which law did vou tax the
purchase of a plot? You have stretched the
law and included them

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with the leadership and administrative staff of
National Emergencies Operation Center in Islamabad on June 20, 2024.

Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
shares a message on World
Hydrography Day

Soon Times Correspondent .
Islamabad:

World Hydrography Day
(WHD) is celebrated
worldwide on 21st June cach
year o raise awareness about
the importance of hydrography
and how it plays an important
role in iproving our
knowledge of the occans. The
theme chosen by Intemational
Hydrographic Organization
(IHO) for WHD-24 is
"Hydrographic Information
Enhancing Safety, Efficiency.
and  Sustainb Marine
Activities." which aptly
underscores the criticality of
hydrographic services in
contemporary maritime affairs.
Annual celet of this day pl
importance of hydrography as it underpins
almost every activity ;ISSOCldlCd withthesea
including s.dl'r.‘l\ of ation, security and
defence. environmental protection, poris/
harbour construction. coastal zone/ disaster
management and maritime boundary
delimitation. Pakistan is blessed with over
1000 kms of coastline along with 290.000
Sq kms of sea area within its EEZ
(Exclusive Economic Zone) and
Continental Shelf (CS). Pakistan like other
coastal states is responsible for
hvdrographic surveys and production of
nautical charts/ maps of its waters to provide
accurate nautical information to the

mariners. On

behalfl of Pakistan.
the National
Hydrographic

Gulf, Red
Sea region) since
1976 for
promulgation of
Navigation
Warnings. This is
indeed a great
honour for
Pakistan, which
shows the trust of
the world
Collllllilliil_\ on
capabilities and
pmﬁ:ssmn.lhsm of
our hydrc 1 The Hyd

have also remained instrumental in hel ping
us determine the maritime boundaries and in
past getting Pakistan's extended Continental
Shelf area of 50,000 sq Kms approved from
UN in 2015. As promoter of national
maritime domain, it is also worth
mentioning that PN/NHO in collaboration
with China has also taken a lead role in first
ever syslematic hydrocarbon resource
mapping of Pakistan's complete EEZ,
Pakistan Navy celebrates this day every
vear 10 underscore the importance of
hydrography towards its share in all marine
and maritime related activitics,

SNGPL disconnected 26
connections & imposed
fine of Rs 3.55 million

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore:

the ongoing erackdown
5, SNGPL continued ra
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and I amabad. It
onnected 26 connections and imposed
fine of Rs 3.35 million. In Lahore, the tea
disconneeted 13 connections onillegal use of
booked an amount of Rs 2.19 million
and lodged 1 FIR against gas pilferer. In

Multan the team disconnected 09
connections on illegal use of g

¢
hup\lr.l dlawnnuiul o1
connection on illegal use of gas and lmuLul

of Rs 0.77 million aj L
Sahiwal the
on on llegal use of g
m of Gujranwala impos
ton against gas thefl cases.

regional &
Rs0.39mil

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules for Today

SoonTimes Correspondent

Islamabad:

According to Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO)’s spokesman, System
Maintenance/Development Work is in
process. Therefore power supply of below
mentioned feeders/arcas will be
temporary suspended as per given
schedule:

On 21Ist June 2024, From 06:00 AM to
11:00 AM. Islamabad Circle. CDA Flats,
G-8/2. Igbal Town. UC Road. Charah.
Melody. New Marvi. Park Enclave. F-10

Markaz. G-10/3. Industrial. I&II. Carriage
Factory, GolaraIl, Railway Road,
Shahpur. Company Bagh. Kohala, Pearl

Canton. Patri Angori Feeders,
Rawalpin ity Circle. Medina Colony,

Amerhamza Colony Feeders, GSO Circle,
Bhni, Baral/MES-1, Gadari, CMH/MES-
11 feeders and surroundings will remain
closed. IESCO management apologizes to
its esteemed customers for the power
outage. If the work is completed ahead of
time. the power supply be restored
evenbefore the scheduled time.

Minhaj Welfare Foundation
organizes mass marriage
ceremony

Soon Times Correspondent

Nowshera Soon Sakesar:

Organized by Minhaj Welfare Foundation
Nowshera, the mass marriage ceremony of
chaste girls was held under the patronage of
Syed Shams-ul-Arifin Hamdani. It was the
first of its kind in Soon Valley of four mass
weddings in which apart from the bride and
groom, their close relatives and
representatives of various socio-political
orgamizations of the city participated. On
behalfof Minhaj Foundation Welfare, every

bride was given precious items of life
necessities as dowry. Senior Vice President
Pakistan Awami Tehreek Khushab Malik
Muhammad Riaz Awan, Ghulam Haider
Awan Chairman GM Foundation Ugali and
others participated in the ceremony. The
speakers appreciated the effons of Dr
Mubammad Tahir-ul-Qadri and Minhaj
Foundation. He said that marriage of many
girls is delayed due to poverty. He thanked
the organizers of the mass wedding.




Canada declares
Iran's Revolutionary
Guards a terrorist

o it\W{\
Ottawa on Wi
Revolutionary  Guard: a lerrorist
entity while calling on Canadians in the
Islamic country toleave.
"Our government has made the
decision to list the Islamic
Revolulion: vards Corps as a
terrorist entity under the Criminal
Code,” Public Safety Minister Dominic
LeBlane told a news conference.
Flanked by Canada’s foreign and justice
ers, he accused the Iranian
regime of "support for terrorism” and
"having consistently displayed
disregard for human nights both inside
nd outside of Iran, as well as a
willingness to destabilize the
mternational rules-based order.”
Foreign Minister Melanic Joly. noting
that Ottawa broke off diplom
with Tehran several y
against b
r those whoare inIran right now. It's
time tocome back home,” she added

sted I

Shipping industry
urges Red Sea
action as Houthis

sink second vessel

LONDON
Urgent action must be taken in the Red
Sea to stop attacks on merchant shipping
by Yemen's Houthis, leading industry
aroups said on Wednesday, after the
sinking of a second ship.
Houthi
nd

s first

rikes on the
important trade route in November in
is solidarity with
In more than 70

mili
le

Germany ease past Hungary
to reach last 16 at Euros

North Korea, Russia sign pact to give all
available military help if other is attacked

The agreement for a "comprehensive strategic partnership” signed by Russian and Korean presidents

SEOUL

North Korea and Russia 4 to
provide immediate military assistance if
the other side faced amed aggres

der a pact their leaders
ent Viadimir Putin's firs

1961
treaty adopted by the C: st

was
Union
South Korea
The 1 "comprehensive
ned by Russian
Viadimir Putin North
ader Kim Jong Un on
is one of the | il

Korean |

y wvailable means to
provide military and other assistance in
accordance with Article 51 of the UN

d the laws of each country,”

ht of a :nunllu country to
individual or collective self-defence

Fighting in Gaza's Rafah
as tensions soar on Israel-
Lebanon bqrder

spoke ! v

Jater that "this has vet to

anslate into

ching people in
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humanitarian
conditions in the
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Wil nd lll\. cwil defence ageney in the repeated UN warnings of | e
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me running mn!\\ ay through
Tungary players who e
foul should have beenawarded in the build-up to the
Gundogan grabbed his side’s second on 67 minu
rmany d 1o o second suc
King sure they will progre:
asone of the best third-pl

for the second g
L much to the

r final group fixture on
- Hungary are staring at climination after hack-to-back
defeats and must beat Scotland il they are to stand any chance
ofreaching the last 16

Germany unsurprisingly stuck with the same line-up that
battered Scotland 5-1 in the first game of the toumnament,
ending a run of three major finals in which they had lost their
opening mateh,

Man arrested for
plotting to kill
Salman Khan

The Mumb:
arrested
plotting to kill
Khan.
Police
posted
Chhodo
Bishnoit Gang and the plota,
The Mumbai Crime Branch

Crime

id that the
video on the You

nstthe star.

for
investigation. they said

The offence was registered at South Cyber

Police Station in Mumbai vide under
Sections 306(2), 504, 34 of the Indian Penal
Ludv (]E’(.} d
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After Pakistan fast bowler Haris
ed inan ugly

team are !;cupn
in the United $ta 2
carly exit from the T20 World Cup 2024.
According to The News, the
aptain Babar Azam, Shadab Khan, and a
wothers — all of whom prolonged their
m the US. despite the team's
climination from the toumnament's leaguc
have limited their public
d are only meeting with

i Rauf. 30,

media, which show
confrontation witha fa

enton th

Babar Azam, Shadab, others
limit public interactions in US
after Haris Rauf's brawl

ming towards th
spol. tying

Los Angeles
Lilly King and Ry
bound for thel
Olympics afler v
the US Ol

Imin 05 43sec and line up o

Riode Janeiro in 2016.
She v

medallist Ly
-- shut out ¢
title in the pr
se¢ only the
for individual Olympic swim:
Murphy, who won double b
gold in Rio n 2016. but

Jacoby fin

aclh

men's 100m backstroke in 52
with
second in32.72

to hold him back.

Later, on his X account. Rauf addressed the incident.
clarify is side of the story

He wrote: "I decided not to bring this up on social
media, But now that the video 1s out, I feel it s
necessary to address the situation. As public figures,

I used t0." Murphy, 28,
e 1o the victory

befor

now [ can take
Catie G

eld off

Murphy are
third straight
clories Monda
mpic swimming trals,

World record-holder King led 2
way to win the 100m breaststrol

ec chiane
regain the Olympic title she won in

s followed home by Emma
Weber in 1:06.10 while Tokyo gold
hed third
ance Lo defend her
re-cooker trials that
op two finishers qualify

roke
tiled fo Gi
Iver and bronze in Tokyo, won the

ig star Hunter Armstrong

"I think I enjoy ita little bitmore than
I after  ch:
the lowered the world record with a

ittle bit more "
Tunous

Sudanese refugees
flee UN camp in
Ethiopia following
attacks

BEIRUT

Hezbollah chief Hi
Wednesday wamed "no place’

would be spared in case of full-blown war
against the group, and
threatened Cyprus if it opened its airports
tolsrael

"The enemy knows well
prepared ourselves for the worst
will be spared our rock
Nasrallah said ina televised address
nd, by sea and

Lebanese

that we have
- and that

no place

Israel must expeet "us on
by he said

The enemy really fears that the resi
will pe
he said, adding that this was possible “in

of a war that could be imposed

ance

ate Galilee” in northern Israel,

the con

Israel and Hezbollah, a powerful Lebanese
movement allied with have traded
fire since the

near-daily cross-border
Palestiman mulitant  group’

ack on Isracl which t

October 7
ered ar in the

which
ated in

nges between the fo
went fo war in 2006, b

recent weeks,
Tuesday that "operational pl

for an

offensive in Lebanon were approved and
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ter Istael Katz had
destruction in a

total war”
Nasrallah said his Iran-backed group had

formed  that
airports and hases in Cyprus if Hezbolla
struck Israeli airports,

a European Union membe
good relations with I

and hesclose to the
“Ope
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mean that the Cypriot govemment is part

g esistance will deal with
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King, Murphy
punch tickets to
Paris as Ledecky

wins again

nma Weyant to
claim the top spot in the women's
400m individual medley and secure
a secomd berth at the Paris
Olympics. having already qualified

where Katie Ledecky expanded her  inopenwater
options for her fourth conseeutive  Grimes, 18, used her strong
Games inParis kstroke to build a

vant had inched
ahead at the end of
leg with Lilla Bo;
Finto contention
Grimes bore down on the closing
e to win in 4:35.00 with
vo silver medallist Wevant
second in 4:35.56 and Bognar shut
outofthe Paris places in third
knew my backstroke was fine
and 1 tumed the wall for the
breaststroke and I just said don't
look back, don't look 1o the
me: "I knew as
touched the wall at the s

tofinish

In Par sand Weyant will be

mer Melntosh, who

ng

sedback foth massive _mmlall.u 15 Ol : adium,
home of the NF Indianapolis
Colls. world hips silver
"I used to feel like | was going o medallist bs.h!n\lMdmnxh
throw up before every race, where de great Ledecky, whose

even Olympic gold me
clude indy I e
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