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Punjab CM Maryam approves
construction of new corridors

Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

Simultaneously Publishing from Islamabacl, Sargodha & Karachi

road

Bank (ADB).
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M Maryam aave formal
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from Shorkot to Ch:
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All three prajects worth Rs210 billion
would be completed by December 2025
with the collaboration bef
Government and the Asian Development

Chief Mimster Marvam Nawaz ordered
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cen the Puj

i
in three month:
completed with the cooperation of the
Asian Development Bank and the Punjab
government. Mary
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1o cconomic de
A

given to build new corridors in dif
cities, It was decided in the meel

onstruction on the new ¢
all three corndors will be

n Nawaz said that the

lopment
¢ was held umh.r ||1|.

am Nawaz in which approval was

¢ road will be built from
ani, Rajana to Leh, Dipalpur to
he single road will be converted

PTI's Raoof Hasan

sent on

remand in anti-state
propaganda case

Soon Times C

judicial

five-

for an additional
physical remand

Islamabad Police arrested
Hasan during a raid on the PTI
Secretariat, seizing a computer
and other items. According to
sources, authorities allege that
the digital media cell at PTI's
oflice had become a hub for

ISLAMABAD:

A court in Islamabad has
remanded Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Raool
Hasan and other suspects to a
14-day judicial custody in an
anti-state propaganda case.
The Federal Tnvestigation
Agency (FIA) presented
Ha before District and
ions Judge Shafiq Bhatti.
who denied the FIA's request

where anti-Pakistan
propaganda was being carried
out in collaboration with enemy
agencies.
However. PTI condemned the
raid, g law enforcers of
seizing aflidavits from MNAs
and MPAs that stand crucial for
;i ations and

tly impact the
Assembly's

National
composition.

Army should reciprocate PTI's
willingness to talk, says Imran

Says his party is ready to talk !llll armv hai Illllalllltllllleﬂll lli representative

Soon Times Correspondent
[{/\Wf\l PINDI

they

minaster

third stage is saving the country,

had never
allegations 1
military but only

said the I’Il had
mandated Mahmood Khan

Achak
N one Was nom
otherside.
“We
Achakzai,” |
Imran Khan said the first demand
for nu_oll.mmh was the n.lum of

my but
ated from the

PTI
‘e complete trust on

| mlnn;.nu H.

which is
and tr:
itclear

T
talking .zlmul!ln.lhml

ongoing sit-in by the

not possible without clean
parent elections, he made

founder w

s nation o

prepare for election in December,
i :

Responding 1o a :|uutum .:hnut
Fazlur Rb.l]l

so threw his weight Ix.]nml the
Jamaat-¢-

Islami,
direct pa
the protes
The PTI also
alked about the M-n 9
cidents. saying lhe
CCTV foola could
prove their innoce *If
anyone from 18
nvolved in May 9, he or

¢ should be brought to

=

edin violence during
struggle,” he

ing he would
v leaders to join

“Ineveren,

trying to wipe out the PTThy pitting
st army, adding that both
-N and PPP| were
about to vanish.
Khan also clarified that he did not
apology to the NAB
prosecutor ! Just told hum I had
noissuewithhim ™

JI chief Hafiz Nacem Rehman blasts past
governments for crippling IPP deals

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD!

i (J1) le
emur Rehman
criticized previous
govermnments, including those
Iui by former military ruler
neral (retd) I‘Lrl‘ltf
wrraf, PPP. PML-N, and
PTI, for making agreements
with Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) that are
detrimental to the public.

ing a press conference
i at Ravalpindi's

argued,

and ho
Hafiz N
the IPP agreements be made
public, accusing the
government of incompetence
An«l cormuption for Lalbng o

supremo Imr.m Khan for
supporting the protest, Hafiz
cem noted that the PPP
ited the IPP agreements
while the PTI government
negotiated with 35 companies.
FBR employees, he claimed,
e involved in corruption
amounting to one trillion

i
larger than
erting that such a move could
¢ 1330 billionrupees

he government for not
ng this policy. Hafiz
cused the rulers of living
it the expense of the

public.
The banking sector, Hafiz Nacem
cd, benefits the most from
cconomic  downfall,
emphasizing that interest (usury)
is prohibited in Islam. The
country's debt, both domestic and
foreign, amounts to 63 trillion
rupees. with nine trillion rupees

National

Assembly

meets today to take up

e

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

T !h \Lllmlul /\\\Lmhl_\'
t 3pme tod
up 43-point
including the
introduction of the Election Act

ion has
1] h\ the National

Assembly
The bill \\:H hc. presented by
MNAs Bilal t\/mr Kivani a
1 Jaller as a private mem|

43p0mt agenda

Proposed
amends to the
Federal Employees
Benevolent Fund
and Group
Insurance Act and
the Islamabad
C ermitory
Child Marriage
Restraint Bill wall
also be discussed
MNA Noor Al el to
ntroduce a bill to repeal the
Contempt of Court Ordinance.
2003.

Pakisian Peoples Party MNAs
ed Naveed Qamar and Nafisa
ah are expected to propos

ness

lawmaker Nikhat
Khan will move a

Shakeel
resolution totake stepsto reduce
the expenses on Hajj

endments o the Rules of
cedure and Conduct of

Devastating rains in Kohat claim
lives of 11 family members

Rescue efforts continue as the slmmunm mourns the devastating incident

Soon Times Correspondent =

Rescue
reported that the family was
trapped in the basement of
Amjad's house when
rainwater inundated the
area

l-m:«ﬂ

Continuous
Peshawar, Swabi

in mluu. women _and
children. drowned in Kohat
after torrenti
their basemen
The incident ocewrred in the

Emergency

s flooded

1122

areas have caused severe flooding.

teams responded
and

¥ rains
d surrounding

with roads and e
submerged
S

mn mmmu Iy
shed in Kotha village collapsed,

ving areas

torrential rain damaged

including tobacco and
maize, and disrupted electricity
supply

as numerous feeders

1y, the roof of a livestock

trapping two bulls, which

normal water flow amidst
the ongoing monsoon
raing,
/\ccnrdmg to the PDMA
csperson, the water
ﬂo\\ indams and barrages
is also stable. The curent
water level in Mangla
I)ml is at 58%, \\'hwic
Iurln.l.n Dam is at 69%. Indian
on the Sutleg, Beas, and Ravi
up 10 39%,
The monsoon pattern 18
expected o continue il July 31
The PDMA has forecasted more
monsoon rains in most districts of
Punjab over the next 24 hours,

i
He accused the govemment of

Chief Editor
Shah Muhammad Awan

Wednesday
July 312024
Page: 4 Rs: 20
Vol: 4 Issue: 210
Sargodha

Imran moves ATC
for bail in multiple
May 9 cases

SoonTimes Correspondent

L. .‘\I[(JRI

Insal (PTT)
proached an
anti-terrorism court for \mhng bail in 12 cases
related to May 9 incidents.

The former prime minister tted his bail pleas
inthe ATC through hislawyer Salman Safdar.
The |pp1u.u:mn said lh.n the PTI founder wi
wher
nothing had been found against him, adding that al
the cases against him were based on mala fide
intentions and were partof political victimisation.
The application pleaded that the PTT founder’s
post-arrest bails beapproved by the ATC

It must be remembered that the PTI founder had
filed bail applications in the Jinnah House, Askan
Towerandarson ¢

May 9 judicial
commission will
be the last nail in
PML-N's coffin,
says Barrister Saif

htunkhwa Information Advisor

aller the KPgovernimes clu.:d\.dIoimln.l]m.tu.lnl
on on May 9related incidents.
He said in a statement that the PML-N especially
am Nawaz had been groaning after the
of the judicial of the
KP government, adding that something fishy was
going on in the rank and file of the PML-N.
He went on to say that neither the PML-N led
government wanted to form a judicial commission
itself neither did it want us o constitule one, citing
: founder Imran Khan's
| for a judicial comnussion to probe May 9
!

He said that the PTT would come out victorious in
May 9 cases as it did in reserved seats verdict by
theapex court.

He said that the judicial commission would be the
lastnail in the collin of the PML-N,

He reiterated that the “Form-47" government
would not be able to survive

World needs to
unite against
human trafficking:
Mohsin Nagvi

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for Interior Affairs Mohsin
Nagvi said on |HLM_|J\ that nluLIupul .md

heinous ||mcul'lmmnnsmugg.h
I message on the World Day Agamnst Human
flicking, the interior minister said that
unemployment, poverty, and unequal distribution
of wealth were the major reasons behind human
trafficking

Naqui said that human trafficking was
experienced mostly inthe less developed counti
He further admitted that organised groups acli
inhuman trafficking operated in Pal aswell.
He also mentioned the role of FIA in the matter.
which is actively monitoring the eriminal
activities with utmost seriousness. He said the FIA
had arrested several human traflickers

Nagqvi reiterated that world needed to work in
son Lo stop human tral ng.

The interior further said that the
smugglers played with thousands of lives,

resulting in

individualslosing their fanulies.
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Operations Against Terrorists

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi has praised
the security forces for their
successful
against terrorists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. He said that

operations

the security forces have sent
5 terrorists to hell in joint
intelligence-based
operations. Mohsin Naqvi
paid tribute to Constable
Abrar Hussain of the Khyber

Climate Change in Asia

Shabana Melimaood

Climate change is a global
phenomenon that deeply impacts
every region. with Asia being
one of the most vulnerable areas.
The region is experiencing a
range of climate-related
challenges. from heat waves 1o
extreme rainfall events. leading
to increased risks flor
communities and ccosystems, In
this article, we will discuss the
impacts of climate change in
Asia, focusing specifically on
heavy rainfall events. and
explore safety precautions and
adaptation strategies that can be
implemented to mitigate the
risks Impact of Climate
Change.Asia is already fecling
the impacts of a changing
climate. with increasing
temperatures. changing
precipitation patterns. and more
frequent extreme weather
events. According to a recent
report by the Intergovernmental
Pancl on Climate Change
(IPCC). the region is projected to
experience more intense rainfall
events, leading lo increased risks
of flooding, landslides. and other
natural disasters.One of the key
impacts of climate change in
Asia is the increasing frequency
and intensity of heavy rainfall
events. These events can lead 1o
devastaling conscquences.
including flooding,
infrastructure damage. and loss
of life. In recent years. countries
in the region have experienced
numerous record-breaking
rainfall events. such as the
devastating floods in Japan in
2018 and the catastrophic floods
in Kerala. India in 2019.Safety
Precautions for Heavy Rainln
the face of increasing heavy
rainfall events, communities in
Asia musl take proactive
measures to protect themselves

and their assets from the risks of
ooding and landslides. Here are
some safety precautions that can
be implemented to mitigate the

impacts of heavy rain:l. Early
Warning Svstems: The
establishment of robust carly

wamning systems is essential lo
alert communitics about
impending heavy rainfall events.
These systems can help to
evacuate people from high-risk
arcas, coordinale emergency
response efforts, and reduce the
loss of life.2. Infrastructure
Improvements: Investing in
resilient infrastructure 1s crucial
to withstand the impacts of
heavy rainfall events. This can
include building flood defenses.
improving drainage systems. and
relocating infrastructure  away
from flood-prone areas.3. Land
Use Planning: Proper land use
planning is vital to reduce the
risks of flooding and landslides.
This can involve zoning
regulations. building codes. and
the preservation of natural
ecosystems that provide
important flood mitigation
functions.4. Community
Preparedness: Communities
should be prepared to respond to
heavy rainfall events by
developing emergency response
plans. conducting drills. and
educating residents about how Lo
stay safe duri floods and
landslides.5. Climate-Resilient
Agricultul The impacts of
heavy rainfall events on
agriculture can be severe.
leading 1o crop damage. soil
crosion, and loss of livelihoods.
Implementing  climate-resilient
agricultural practices. such as
waler conservalion. crop
diversification. and soil
conservalion, can help to
mitigate these risks. In addition to
safety precautions for heavy rain,
implementing adaptation
stratcgics is cssential to build
resilience to the impacts of
climate change in Asia. Some
key adaptation strategies that can
be implemented include:l.
Sustainable Water Management:
As heavy rainfall events become
more [requent. it is crucial to
manage waler resources

sustainably. This can involve
implementing water harvesting
techniques, improving irrigation
systems. and conserving water to
meet the increasing demand for
agricultural. industrial, and
domestic use.2. Ecosystem
Restoration: Restoring and
conserving natural ccosystems.
such as wetlands. forests. and
mangroves. can help reduce the
risks of flooding and landslides.
These ccosysiems provide
important services like flood
control, soil stabilization. and
biodiversity conservation.3.
Climate-Resilient Urban
Development: Cities in Asia are
particularly vulnerable to the
impacts of heavy rainfall events.
due to high population density
and inadequate infrastructure.
Adopting climate-resilient urban
planning practices. such as green
infrastructure, sustainable
drainage systems. and green
roofs. can help reduce the risks of
flooding and improve the quality
of life for urban residents.4.
Disaster Risk Reduction:
Investing in disaster risk
reduction measures, such as
carly warning svstems.
emergeney response plans, and
community preparedness, is
crucial to reduce the impacts of
heavy rainfall events on
vulnerable communities. Climate
change poses significant
challenges for Asia. particularly
in the form of heavy rainfall
events that can lead to
devastating conscquences for
communilies and  ¢cosystems,
By implementing safety
precautions, such as ecarly
warning syslems. infrastructure
improvements. and community
preparedness. and adopting
adaplation siralegics, such as
sustainable water management.
ccosyslem restoration. and
climate-resilient urban
development, the region can
build resilience to the impacts of
climate change and proteet the
well-being of its people.
Governments, stakcholders. and
communities must work together
to address the challenges of
climate change and cnsure a
sustainable future for Asia.

Pakhtunkhwa Police, who
was martyred while bravely brave personnel of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police
have played a leading role in

the war against terrorism.

fighting the terrorists.
Interior Minister said that we
salute the sacrifice rendered

by Constable Abrar Hussain.

r

Amjad Rana

The US adn ration  has
provided financial support to
Pakistan 1o combal terrorism.
particularly during major
counterterrorism operations. The
US administration has
consistently provided lnancial
and logistical support to Pakistan
in its fight against terror
particularly since the |msl-‘)l||
period. Key operations. such as
Operation  Al-Mizan, Rah-e-
Hag. Rah-c-Rast. Rah-e-Nijal.
Zarb-¢-Azb, and Radd-ul-
Fasaad. have benefited from
substantial US assistance in the
form of military quipment.
and intelligence sharing. The
Enhanced Partnership with
Pakistan Act and various budget
allocations have underlined the
strategic importance of Pakistan
in regional stability and
counterterrorism cfTorts. In this
regard The recent request for
$101 million in the 2024 budget
aims lo continue supporting
Pakistan's counterterrorism
operations. strengthen its
democracy. and stabilize its
economy. This reflects the
ongoing US commitment Lo
reducing Pakistan's overreliance
on Chinese investments and
addressing shared security
threats in the region. Through
these efforts. the US secks 1o
bolster Pakistan's capabilitics to
combat terrorism and promote
long-term stability and
democratic governance. The US
administration has requesied a
budget of $101 million for
Pakistan to supporl the
strengthening of democracy.
combating terrorism. and
stabilizing the cconomy. US
Assistant  Secretary of State
Donald Lu presented this request
to the House of Representatives
Foreign Affairs Commillee.
highlighting Pakistan's ongoing
challenges and  opportunities.
The funds are aimed at
supporting democratic  values.

$101 million US Aid to Counter
Chinese Influence

ing violent extremism. and
aiding cconomic reforms and
debt management. This request
aligns with the broader US
strategy for the South and
Central Asiaregion. where a total
of $1.01 billion in foreign
assistance is sought lo counter
Chinese and Russian influence
and address terrorism.
Specifically, $585.7 million is
designated for South Asia,
marking a 4.8% incrcase from
the previous budget, The budget
request also reflects concerns
about Pakistan's heavy rcliance
on Chinese investments. The US
aims (o reduce Islamabad's
dependence on Beijing,
emphasizing that US
investments represent the future
compared to China's past
investments. Currently, Pakistan
is a significant recipient of
Chinese  development finance.
primarily in the form of loans
rather than grants. Beijing has
previously extended financial
assistance to Pakistan, including
rolling over $2.4 billion in loans
1o help avert a financial erisis.
While the War on Terror (2001 -
2008) Post-%/11 Period. Afierthe
September 11 attacks. Pakistan
became a key ally in the US-led
War on Terror, The US provided
nificant military and
cconomic assistance to Pakistan
lo supporl counterlerrorism
efforts. Coalition Support Funds
(CSF) The US reimbursed
Pakistan for the costs incurred in
military operations againsi
terrorist groups. Between 2001
and 2008, Pakistan reccived
around $11 billion in CSF. Key
Operations Operation Al-Mizan
(2002 - 2006) Pakistan Ar
series of military operations in
the Federally Administered
Tribal Arcas (FATA) to combal
forcign and local militants. The
US supported these efforts
through military aid and
intelligence sharing. Operation
Rah-e-Haq (2007 - 2009) Aimed
at clearing militants from the
Swat Valley, The US provided
logistical support and funding 1o
enhance the capacity of Pakistani
security forces. Operation Rah-
e-Rast (2009) Launched 1o
retake control of the Swat Valley
from the Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP). The US
increcased its support,
recognizing the strategic

He highlighted said that the

importance of the operation.
Qperation Rah-¢-Nijat (2009)
Targeted the Mechsud tribe in
South Waziristan, a stronghold
of the TTP. The US provided
financial aid and military
equipment to Pakistan to
strengthen its counterterrorism
capabilities. Enhanced
Partnership with Pakistan Act
(2009) Also known as the Kerry-
Lugar-Berman Act. this
legislation authorized $7.5
billion in non-military aid to
Pakistan over five vears (2010-
2014) The aim was to support
cconomic and social
development. as well as
counterterrorisim ¢fforts, The Act
included strict conditions on
Pakistan's use of the funds.
focusing on

the military and ensuring that
funds were used effectively to
combat terrorism. Recent
Developments (2015 - Present)
Operation Zarb-c-Azb (2014 -
2017) A major offensive against
militants in MNorth Waziristan.
The US provided substantial
support in the form of military
aid. cquipment, and intelligence.
Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad (2017
- Present) An ongoing operation
aimed at eliminating the residual
and latent threat of terrorism
across Pakistan. The US has
continued to support these cfforts
through various forms of
assistance. Financial Assistance
In recent vears, the US has
maintained its support for
Pakistan's counterterrorism
operations, though the focus has
shifted towards ensuring
transparency and accountability
in the usc of funds. Reduction
and Resumption of Aid At times,
the US has suspended or reduced
aid to pressure Pakistan Lo take
more decisive action against
terrorist groups. However. aid
has been resumed when Pakistan
has taken significant sieps lo
address US concerns. Reeent
Budget Request (2024) $101
Million Request As part of the
2024 budget. the US
administration has requested
$101 million for Pakistan to
strengthen  democracy, fight
terrorism. and stabilize the
cconomy. This refleets ongoing
US support for Pakistan’s
counterterrorism  efforts and
broader stralegic objectives.

Finance ministry torecasts CPI inflation to I'Eill:ll single-digit

ISLAMABAD:
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District Coordination Committee Terms Punjab Govt's
Socio-Economic Registry Program Revolutionary Measures

SoonTimes Cor

ion of the common man

Sargodha:

The District Coerdination
Committee has termed the Punjab
government's  Socio-Economic
Registry Program and Agriculture
Transformation Plan as
revolutionary measures for
cconomic development and  has
emphasized the need for full
publicity to ensure the

in these programs. The
coordination committee has

unanimously approved the

resolution condemning the

10 carry out equal work in all the
constituencies from the funds
released to the construction
depariments. The meeting of the
coordination commitice was held

under the chairmanship of
Convevor Sardar Asim Sher
Ma’ on Tuesday in the
conference room of the Deputy
Commissioner's office. Deputy
Commissioner Captain Retired
Aurangzeb Haider Khan, MNA
Dr Zulfikar Ali Bhatti, MP Rana
Munawar Ghos, Barrister Taimur
Khan and other heads of

provingial departments participated
in the meeting. The coordination
comunittee expressed concem over
theattack of the disease on the Kino
crop and dirccted the Ministry of
Agriculture 1o take cmergency
measures. The Coordination
Commitiee thanked Chief Minister
Punjab for establishing Sargodha
Wasle Management Company. In
the meeting. Depuly Director

Development Mehtab Yasin
informed about the development
schemes and allocated funds of
various departments for the current
financial year. The Deputy Dircctor
of Agriculture gave a detailed
briefing on the features of Kisan
Card and Agriculure Graduates
Internship Programme. Deputy
Dircctor Local Government Babar
Ranjha gave a briefing about the

operational setup of the Wasle
Management Company and the
Punjab Socio-Economic
. CO Health Dr. Asad
Aslam informed about the Health
Monitoring Committee. The
committee emphasized on
ensuring foolproof security of CO
Health and other government
officials.

BoK & Abasin Art Council
Celebrate Creativity At Award
Distribution Ceremony

) f
©

Soon Times Correspondent
Peshawar:
Bank of Khyber (BoK). in

collaboration with the Abasin Art Council.
hosted an Award Distribution ceremony at
the BoK Head Office in Peshawar. The

event was a celebration of creativity and
culture. and featured the work of some of
the most talented artists inthe region. Irfan
Saleem Awan, MD/CEO (A) & CFO of
BoK. congratulated the winners and
appreciated the efforts of the Abasin Art
Coun and committee members for
ensuring the integrity of the sclection
process. He also spoke about the bank's
commitment to fostering creativity and
supporting the regions cultural landscape.
Mubammad Asif. Group Head HRD.
provided insights into the bank's long-
standing relationship with the Abasin Ant
Council team. He highlighted the
enduring partnership. which dates back to
the 1990s, and reaffirmed BoK's support
for the council's ves in literature.
drama, music, and fincart.

Free Medical Camp organized by "Elaaj

Int'l Hospital' at Khanna Pul Islamabad.

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad.

A free medical camp was organized on
behalf of Elaaj International Hospital,
in which a large number of people
participated in the health issues.
Experienced doctors in the ficlds of
medicine, dermatology. international
medicine. ear. nose and throat discases

and gynecology provided free check-up
nd laboratory test facilitics to a large
aumber of men and women. The intemal
central leadership worked hard and other
members completed all the stages of the
full day medical camp in avery organized
manner, Separale arrangements were
made for check-ups in the building.
Hospital management personnel were

providing guidance to the
ladies and gents at the
reception and registering the
patients prior to the check-up.
said on this occasion that our
aim is to serve the deserving
people and we consider it as a
ious duty. During the free
medical camp, senior doctors
provided coumseling about
sugar blood pressure and
cholesterol while ENT
specialist nose car throat and cardiologists
conlinued to provide guidance on
cardiologists. along with gynecologisis
who checked up the patients
wholcheantedly and gave very useful
advice. Appreciated and thanked the work
of the Elaaj International Hospital
administration.

Bidari Institute Demands For

Timely Elections Of Local Govt
¥

Soon Times Correspondent

Mianwali:

Regional Network of Social
Organizations Shahcen Regional
Network held a meeting under the
chairmanship of Regional Coordinator
Malik Zubair Awan Advocate at a local
hotel. Muhammad Adnan Chauhan
Advocate and Irfan Awan of Auxiliary

n from Sargodha. Malik
Tiwana from Khushab,
Muhammad Noor Din. Malik Ahmned
Khan from Bhakkar, Sumecra Shaheen,
Mukhtiar Shaheen from Mianwali,
Muhammad Javed from Layvah
participated in the meeting. Adnan
Chauhan. Advocate of Bidari Institute,

told the participants of the mey
the purpose of the meeting is for all the
social organizations to campaign for the
holding of the local body clections as
soon as possible in their respective areas,
including local politicians. ex-
councillors. media. lawyers'
organizations. Through them convey
your message to the Punjab government
that the development of all the districts
and regions of the province and the
development of the Punjab province in
particular is hidden in the timely
clections of the local governments.
Therefore. the process of local
government elections should be
completed as soon as possible so that
people’s local level problems can be
solved at their doorsteps. It was decided
in the meeting that a divisional level
seminar will be organized in Sargodha in
this regard and its recommendations will
be shared with the Punjab government..

Well-known librarians have
a meeting at Gujar Khan

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad:

The Mational Institute of Mantime Affairs
(NIMA) has successfully completed a
research study titled Gap Analysis Study on
Safe & Environmentally Sound Ship
Reeveling ( SREC) program in Pakistan
in compliance with the Hong Kong
Convention (HKC) 2009 through syste
capacity-huilding This research work
sponsored by the Royal Norwegian Embassy

in Pakistan & Ministry of Foreign Afl:
Norway. The first edition of the report
handed over to Miss Hellene Asmussen,
Political Secretary of the Roval Norwegian
Embassy to PaKistan, in a simple ceremony
held at the NIMA Head office in
Islamabad The study identifies current gaps
and proposes acl ible  stral It is
pertinent to mention that the implementation
of the HKC Convention is mandatory for all
ship breaking yards by 26 June 2025

IESCO Power
Suspension Schedules
For Today

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamabad:

According to Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO)'s spokesman, System
Maintenance/Development Work is in
process. Therefore power supply of below
mentioned feeders/areas will be temporary
suspended as per given sehedule:

On 3lst July 2024. From 06:00 AM To
10:00 AM. Islamabad Circle. T&T. Anguri,
Treat. Bari Imam. Comsat. Chatta
Bakhiawar, Park Enclose, Kandrajgaan,
Tramri, ISI. Rahara, PHAUII&IL Kurry
Road. CM Pak Zong. Isolation Hospital.
Athal, Shahpur. T&T. Bhara Kahu-I&II.
NIH. Golf City, I-11/1. I-11/3. Metro. PHA-
11. 1-10/1 Feeders. Rawalpindi City Circle.
Ameer Hamza Colony, Madina Colony,
Noon. E-Block. Badhana Feeders.
Rawalpindi Canut Circle. Jail Park-1,
Mehboob Shaliced, Park View. Pindi Board.,

Jail Park, Car Chowk, Qureshiabad. Garja-1.
Hayal. Gulistan Fatima. Ranyal. Mural
Feeders. Attock Circle, NASTP. Qaziabad.
Colonel Sher Khan, Wahadat Colony,
Kohsar Colony. Kala Khan Feeders,
Chakwal Circle, Sarkal. Chakral. Ahdi,
Dhoda Feeders, From 05:00 AM to 10:00
AM. GSO Circle. Pindi Point. Barian,
Public Health. Gharial. PAF, Upper Topa.
Laura, Patnata, Company Bagh, Cecil
Roaster. Laura-Il. MCM, TDCP. Kohala,
Sumny Bank. Kaldana. PC. Dhirkot,
Chamankot, la, Dana Express. Dhalla,
Sohawa Mir Nimble, Birut Kazmi,
Dhirkot-1I, DESTO. PAECE, Shah Deara
feeders and surrounding arcas will remain
closed. IESCO management apologizes to
its esteemed customers for the power
outage. If the work is completed ahead of
time, the power supply can be restored even
before the scheduled time.

SNGPL Intensifies Crackdown
on Gas Theft: Disconnects
47 Illegal Connections

Soon Times Comrespondent

Lahore:

In a determined effort to curb gas theft. Sui

Northem Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL)

has conducted extensive raids across
. Khyber Pakhtunkhy nd

sulting i the disconnection of

tions and the

gas com

impaosition of Rs 3.3 million in fines. In
Lahore, the SNGPL team disconnected 18
illegal connections and levied fines totaling
Rs 2.72 mulhion. Additionally, 01 FIR was
lodged against those involved in gas theft

The Multan team disconnected 16 illegal
connections, while the Faisalabad team
disconnected 02 connections and imposed
amounting to Rs 0.04 million. In
the team disconnected 04
comnections and 03 connections

mmlum. the use of compressors. The
connected 02 illegal
g fines of Rs 0.09
million khupura, 02 illegal
connections were disconnected with fines
totaling Rs 0.49 million, and 01 FIR was
lodged against gas thieves.




Venezuelan protests
against Maduro
spread, opposition
says it has proof it
won the election

opposition said it had

¢ prool it had won the
election claimed by President Nicolas
lednm as anti-government protests

slers took to the streets after
Maduro was declared winner of the
disputed poll, including near the
residential Miraflores palace in
lcas.
Many staged "cacerolazo”
demonstrations across the co
traditional Latin Am
which people
who later marched took their pots
pans with them.

Kerala's Wayanad

landslide: At least

41 dead, more rain
predicted

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM. India
Atleast 41 people were kille

injured after landslide
India's southern Keral.
reported. with rescue oper:
obstructed afler a main bridge uv\i.lpwul
on

calth Minister Veena George said
70 people were injured and the
ress reported that many
are likely to have been washed

¢, local \Ldi;n

The situation is s
government has pressed all
rescue.” state Forest M
Saseendran told Reuter:

rious. The
<

slale.

France shifts
Western Sahara
stance, seekin
closer ties wit
Morocco

RABAI. Morocco

France has backed Moroc:
plan for the disputed Western R
shifting a decades-old position and adding
itself to a growing listof countries to align
with Moroceo as a Umted Nations-
mediated peace process remains stalled.
Ina
President Emmanuel Macron called lh‘.
plan that Moroceo proposed in 2007 to

55 000 Sikhs vote for Khalistan | ==t

against Indian opposition

IHIIIIS of the event cheered slogans in favor of Il stan

The veters and pa

xercised lhurrmiu
10 vote in the Khalistan Referendum
held in Canada under the
picesof s

ngh Panmun, the le:
ation in a video-link a 5
m Sikh community vowed 1o take their
homeland by the “powerof vote”
He said India believed intargeting Sikhs
nd mentioned the killing of Hardeep
Singh
He, however, wamed that if justice was
not given by the courts, the Sikhs would
resort Lo Insaf™ (Khalsai
Justice). He pointed out that Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and hi
sovernment were responsible for
sacre of Sikhsin Punjab

MUNLOW
Ru .

el in the Arctic .md
well and the Balue and
l]u, defence mimstry said on

: \m

and [{u*sm

llwwm the Umtul
I le nuclear

upuhuml bal

b ne fle
The !{umhn .nm\ which include 20,000

m:

Russ1an navy starts
major drills involving
most of its fleet

conflict. The shift de
md:pcmlumu Poli

1 blow 1o the pro-
ano Imnl. which has
itimate
Sah:

repre
people

The present and future of Western Sahara
fall within the framework of Moroccan
sovereignly,” Macron wrote in a letter
made public on Tuesday. “France intends
toact consistently with this position at both
mternational level ™
departure  from its historic
rvietory for Morocco and
shifts from the United
iel, Spam and a growing list of
African nations which which Morocco
aims to deepen trade ties.

entative of the uuhg.mum

-

ing at odds with intern;
ng Morocenn ¢;
throughout Africa.

“But for Sikhs. the Khalistan g 3 ” . R
Referendum is the right weapon,” he I ptmmnctd“d.,-.o:\,l‘mlx.“n:\ﬂl E:"[w“nl:\c:. 3“?&: 2;’5‘::‘::; “:I“Lzlgxtglkolptllmlﬁﬂnm;?M e “‘:’I W]‘““‘“ hardships Moroceo tries to
id. Gurpatwant Singh Pannun also § aid. all 3 area impose on us with the support of France,
s of “Delhi ev Ga g The drﬂh will include over 300 s.omh(u lla, 1hc the Sahrawi people will continue to
Kilsan: (Deihi Wil become | £xciesinling prcing 0 v of ane P S | ey o e s oy
Khalistan). = weaponsand” aswellasthe 3 [|  obtain the definitive departure of the

The voters an
cheered slogans in favor of Khalistan.

participants of the event t “Umits and forma

’:O\Jts)& ’ll ywbiz

PCB chief Mohsin Naqvi set to
become ACC President

With upcoming ACC presidency in 2025 PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi te manage three key positions simultaneously

Islamabad

ports Desk

The Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
s setto welcome a new leader, with
the Chairman of the
ket Board (PCB).  In addition to lus role as PCB
e the presidency. Chairman, Nagui also serves as
According to media reports.  Pakistan's Interior Minister. With
his upcoming presidency at the
January 2025 and span two v ACC, he will be managing three
marking a significant moment for  significant portfolios. reflecting his
Paki: ‘s influence in regional  extensive experience and

lowing for o smooth
ition when Naqvi takes overin

v is appointed  The official announcement
n policy among  confimming Naqvi's presidency is
member cou Currently. anticipated to be made at the next
Shah, the seeretary of the Ind ACC heduled  for
board. holds the posits October-November.

Shah was granted a one-year

sed on a rotal

Jennifer Garner
gets stuck in
elevator for over
an hour

convention to promiote he sal of the role
of Elektra in the upcoming film Deadpool &
Walverine. documented the ordeal on her
Instagram

Gamer shared a senes of vide turing the
moments she and several others were trapped
in the clevator. The first responders arrived
afteran hour and 12 minute:
two minutes into bein;

ator,
added. I could use a
Deadpoal,

&
She  humorously
Waolverine, [ could u:

Publisher & Chief Editor Shah Muhammad Awan Printer Islamabad, Zaya Press Islameabad, Ithad Center Blue Area,

Sainz to move from Ferrari
to Williams in 2025

rrari's C:\rlns
S.nnn will race for
Williams next season

Sainz, who had
been of inferest to
Sauber/Audi and Re
owned Alpine. said he was
convineed Williams had “all
the right ingredients to make
history again”
Ferrari team boss Fred
Vasseur, who was previously
Sauber and
Renault before the French
team rebranded as Alpin
i had made a good cho
‘1 am gl]ul-h,d that L:mm will bu. Joimng Williams
R: L

Formula l)m. team
i on M
jor coup for a
team currently ninth
inthe championship.
’ S| . who
mmate 1o
Alex Albon in place of US. racer Log
leaving urm at the end of the
M I times  world
Hamilton.

Former champions Williams s'u:i the
winner of three ray
with option:

T

=

) James (Vowles) and 1
s no '“-‘“‘ that this year’s — Carlos will make a valuable contribution to the te
cptionally complex for  Alpine are considering s ng in 2026 to the same
has taken me some time to Mcn:cdcs engines u:«:d by \\: iams while Sauber
I Sainzina statement dl with former
hat Williams is the
journey and Tam ke y that [talian rookic
a historic wi Andrea Kimi Antonelli will join Mereedes as
it since they can no longer place
cy did with

uis reasons and th
announce my decision
"However, n ful
right place for me to eunlmu my |

} Morocean aggressor from their territory
and general recognition of the le

Brazilian Olympic
swimmer expelled
for rule violation
involving boyfriend

Web Desk distress: "1 left there and left my
Braz Olympic swimmer Ana materials. I didn't know what to
Carolina Vieira hasbeensenthome  do. My things are there [in the
from the 2024 Paris Olympic  Olympic Village]. T went to the
Games afler allegedly breaking  airport in shons." She further
athlete village rules by leaving  explained her difficult situation,
with her boyfriend. fellow  noting, "I have had no access to
swimmer Gabricl Santos. anything, I have not been able to
While Santos received a warning,  speak to anvone. They told me to
Vicira has been removed from the  contact the COB channels. But
‘Games and has shared her side of  howamI going to getintouch?"
the story. Vieira revealed plans for legal
Vieira participated in the women's  action. asserting her infent to
4x100 metre freestyle relay on 27 defend her character and nature.
team "I will speak to my lawyers. |
1 the heats. promise 1o tell everything. [ am
the event. she and . nervous, but with peace of
Santos reportedly left the Olympic  mind because I know whe Tam.
Village without authorization to  hope to be able to defend
g Brazi women's swimming
withgreat pride."
(COB) deciding her fate based on -~ The COB issued a statement
social media posts. explaining lhc:r decision, ci
In a rtearful video posted on  acts of i
Instagram. Vicira expressed her  disrespectful behaviour from
Vicira,

Istameabad. Printer Surgodha,
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