Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

PTI suspends
hunger strike
outside parliament
Jor few days

RN :

mp outside the parli 8
| Omer Ayub said that the
made on lludneclmmxtllu.l Il founder.
d ed the party members to
e for the Imlnpcnd |\,-, Day celebrations in their
encis

however, said the
gln .niicr-\lu.lluml I‘_\\-

regard
IIJIIcnIsII:L:IIImI that PTTh: unger strike
amp on that be for Imran
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Saudi Arabia to
raise issues of
Muslim world at
global forum, says
Fazlur Rehman

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Jamiat Ulema. -|§i’|l|] (F) President Maula
Rehman d P n and Saudi Arabia
cooperation m Ii ssues of Muslim community in
the global world.

Talking at the National Assembly. he

hurling of membe

including Imam
JUL-F  president emphasi
sacredness, bilateral ties, muslims uni
mternal matters.

He stated that Saudi Arabia was supposed to lead
muslim world. and highlight issues of Muslim World
mcluding Gaza, Kashmir, Burma and Palestine to
resolvethem.

.l}mlugmd for
ia delegation
1l

instead of

Excise department
introduces new
rules for vehicle

registration in
Islamabad

”~

Soon Times Comespondent
ISLAMABAD

The Execise and Taxation (E&T) department Islamabad
has made sigmficant changes m the rules of vehicle
registration and number plates in the federal capital,
affecting feesand penalties for non-compliance.

The spokesperson said the E&T department has
introduced new regulations regarding vehiele
YLL_I\lr.lllﬂn :m:l number plates.

The of vehicles with non-standard numb
plates will now be canceled. While, vehicle owners
will need to pay a re-registration fee to comply with the
new standards.

For vehicles with engines up to 1,000 cc, the re-
registration fi tat Rs3,000. While, vehi
engine sizes between 1,000 ce to 2,000 ee will also
incur a re; ion [
owners of vehicles with engines above 2,000 ¢e v
face u higher fine of |
Motorevel bject to these changes, with a
re-registration fee ut Rs1,000. If a vehicle is found to
Dbe in violation of the new rules more than once, the
penalty will increa: . Repeat offenders
will be required to pay five tin
These new measures aim to standardize \Lh le
registration and ensure compliance with updated
regulations. Vehicle owners are urged to up
registration and number plates to avoid hefty
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‘Generals, bureaucrats have taken
control of country’, laments CJP Isa

al and  Attorney
soor Usman Awan

attention of the p
The court was informed (]
person of  the
id been

court order,

order

General
B well
as the owner of the private

Wildlife
emoved [rom
d following a

tlions appear o
pl o overnide the

court’s decision lo protect
national cts, What 15 the
relation: between the ovwner

et Sceretary? Is the
net Seeretary not the brother
of the hotel owner? The Cabinet
Secretary got the summay

remove the Wildhife Board
cl the
p

After a briel recess, Attormey

neral Aw; ed incourt,
and the judg pm sed for an
inmediale response regarding
er of the Margalla Hills
I Park to the Interior
The court also sought
bout the Pine City
project located within
the Margalla Hills.

Punjab govt announces
Rs100m reward for
Arshad Nadeem

SoonTimes Correspondent

LAHORE

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has
announced a prize of Rs100 million for national
hero Arshad Nadeem.

She said the gold medallist had carned this prize
for himsell and country and his fellow
countrymen could not be more proud.

The chicf minister also
announced that the
Punjab government
would build a sports
city in Mian Channu —
from which Arshad
hailed ~ so that the
vouth would be able to
take part in athletics
under the Olympian's
guidance.

Arshad Nadeem
shattered the Olympic
record with a
humongous 92.97m
throw in Ja nal to win the gold medal at the
Paris Olympics 2024 on Thursday.

The last time Pakistan stood on the Olympic
medal podium was on Aug 8. 1992, when the
national hockey team defeated the Netherlands
4-3 to win a bronze medal at the Barcclona

Olympics. This is the first Olympic gold for
Pakistan inany discipline inthe last 40 ycars,

Govt takes steps to
uplift agriculture
‘sector: PM

SoonTimes
Correspondent
KARACHI

Prime Mimster Shehbaz Sh
says the government has take
various initiatives lo improve the

agriculture sector.

dressing the inaugural
ceremony of the 2nd
International Food and

Agriculture Exhibition in
Karachi today, Shehbaz Sharil
said agriculture exports of
Pal

an hav over three
on dollars and it is time we
our next el to seven

billion
exports.
He said the govermment is also

dollars of

mers. He added
18000 tubewells in

facil

that over
Balochistan are being shifted to
solar power besides othersteps.
He said providing easy loans to

the farmers in the rural arcas will
also help increase the agn
production in the country.

Earlier, the prime minster also
distributed awards among
agriculture exporters with
prominent achievements

Pakistan rejects claims of supplyin
Shahgen missiles to Irz?r? S

M FO spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch condemns Indian media’s ongoing propaganda against Pakistan.

Soon Times Correspondent

Islamaba
‘\Ikhl an's Foreign Office has
orically denied reports

chmmu.ll [slamabad p
to supply Shaheen ballis
tolran

ning
ssiles

In

spok

Baloch 0 lnllh o

these allegations.

During the briefing, Baloch

highlighted Pakistan's active
regional

She mentioned that the Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister represented Pakistan at
the extraordinary OIC meeting
addressing the situation in

Atthe meeting, the Deputy Prime
ter underscored the
importance of continuing
unmlrmq:lod humanitarian aid to
P;

on of ASEAN Day,
‘.ll» Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister conveyved
ns on hulmll of
further

August 5. marking five vears
since India's revocation of Article
370 in the Muslim-majority
region.
Baloch reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment Lo providing
diplomatic and moral support to
the Kashmiri people and
condemned the Indian media’s
Ougoing propaghn
Pakistan
She reiterated Pakistan's stance
that the Kashmir issue should be
s to United

diplomatie ties.
Pakistan had observed Kashmir
ploitation Day earlier on

Security Council

resolutions.

Malik Mazhar Mahmood Unveils 23-point

Manifesto For Chairmanship

of PEC

MAJOR REFORMS PROMISED BY PEC GHAIRMAN CANDIDATE T0 REVERSE ENGINEERING BRAIN DRAIN

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

Engr.
(Additional
prominent

make him
positionof PEC Chairman,

Addressing the manifesto launch
ceremony,
unveiled 24-point reform agenda aimed at

rong candidate for the

Member

Malik Mazhar Mahmood

R&D Centers. Other proposed reforms
include enhancing Community and
I\LJ“LIIILI“
International
improving

The

promoting
Collaboration. and
transparency i

nounced
se the brain drain of engineers and
bring them back to serve the counry, He
d  emphasized that academia should not

rever:

PEC Chairman candidate has

compreher

ive plan to

of the Pa

PLEC) election for lhul\.nn 1
ed a comprehen: |
o aimed al transforming the
engineering sector in Pa 1
manifesto focused on
sustainability,
developme:
|1uhm-|m
cttis Hotel on F
l e gathering of enging
across the country. With over 30 ye

innovation,
professional

day, drawing a

revolutionizing the engineering sector.
Key highlights of his marifesto include
PEC, introducing

on to streamline
and fostering Industry-
boration to belier align
onal curricula with indusiry needs
The agenda also focused on leving
Global Certification and Ru.ul_mn;-n for
Pakistani engineers, launching a robust
Continuing Education &  Professional
celopment progr and  promoting
Public-Private Partnerships to ereate job

Academia Col

o planned o introduce a
and initiatives
to \uppurl Women in cering, while
strengthening  Ethical Engineering
nd establishing Innovation and

professional standards within Pt
agenda further includes strengthening
the regulatory framework, promoli
technology  trans| and regu
reviewing engineering curricu
Mahmood also emphas the

ance of expanding PEC's L.Iolml
h and instituting an endowm
fund to suppor
Mun.u\cr M.lhmum

unlmu ports \I Lo stre nlmn, PI
and improve accessibility. He is
dedicated to bringing about meaningful
change in the engineering sector,
ensurng that the PEC remains a body
that truly represents and serves the
interests of engineers across Pakistan

i€ support the specific groups that have

contributed to the council’s deeline over

rvone should cast their vote without
n change the
! Mahmaood stated, He highhghted
that the col has approximately
300,000 4 they [
significant challenges, including
unemployment and industrial  decline.
Mahmood pointed out that if the PEC had
played its role during the IPP contract
greements, lhu.imcmuu. 5

h.xu Im.u .nuulnd

z3




CASS Discusses Ongoing Crisis in Jammu
and Kashmir Under Indian Siege

The Centre for Acrospace & Security
Studies (CASS). Islamabad. conducted a
special session under its Catalyst
Conversation Series on “Chinars in Chains:
India’s Sicge of Jammu and Kashmir® with
Mr Altaf Hussain Wani, Chairman, Kashmir
Institute of International Relations, to
discuss the current situation in Indian
Tllegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(1TOJK). Air Marshal Farooq Habib (Retd).
Senior Dircetor at CASS, set the stage for
the discussion and highlighted that the full
integration of [IOJK into the Indian Union
has been a central element of the BIP and
RS8S8’s Hindutva agenda. He noted that
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A on 5th
August 2019 by the Modi government were
followed by severe security measures
including curfews and communication
blackouts in the disputed territory. Air
Marshal Habib also observed that the Indian
Supreme Court supported the government’s
actions. which included the enaciment of
laws aimed at changing the region’s

demographies by allowing an influx of non-
Kashmiris. He shared that five years on, the
Muslim majority in [IOJK continues to face
marginalisation and repression. with the
international community largely remaining
silent on these issues.In his Kevnote
Address. the Distinguished Speaker Mr
Altal Hussain Wani, Chairman, Kashmir
Institute of International Relations.
discussed the considerable socio-political

and economic upheavals in Jammu &
Kashmir since the revoeation of Article 370
and 33A. marking five vears of continued
distress and despair. Mr Wani highlighted
that Jammu & Kashmir remains under direct
control from New Delhi. lacking an elected
government, which he deseribed as a severe
democratic deficit. He noted that the region
operates akin to a ‘police state’. with
heightened levels of incarceration and

constant surveillance. About 19.000 people.
including political and human rights
ivists, were detained. impacting over §

actr
million Kashmiris who faced shortages of
essentials and medical supplies due to the
lockdown. He further pointed out the
cconomic turmoil w the region. stating
that businesses have suffered immense
losses while poverty. hunger. and
uncmployment have risen. starkly
contradicting claims made by the Modi
government. Mr Wani observed that in the
recent Lok Sabha elections. the electorate in
IIOJK expressed their dissatisfaction
through their votes. Despite the BJP’s carrot
and stick policy, it failed to sccure a
candidate for the three constituencies in the
occupied Kashmir Valley. and their proxy
di were also defeated. indicati
that the Kashmiris™ support lies with those
who champion their rights.Mr Wani was of
the view that significant seitler-colonial
policies are m place.
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Iftikhar Uddin Anjum

Children's Literature in Pakistan

1947 to the Present

also saw the emergence of several
notable writers who made lasting
contributions to the ficld. Hakim
Mohammad Saced a prominent
scholar and philanthropist. was a
key figure in the development of
children's literature during this
time. He founded the Hamdard
Foundation, which published a
wide range of children’s books and
magazines. most notably

Children's literature in
Pakistan is a fascinating and
evolving ficld that reflects the
nation's complex history. cultural
diversity and the educational needs
of its vounger population. Since
1947, when Pakistanemerged asan
independent mation. the
development of children's
literature  has been shaped by
various socio-political changes.
the influence of religion and the
shil prioritics of educational
institutions.This article traces the
journey of children's literature in
Pakistan from its inception in 1947
to the present day, examining its
evolution. keyv contributors.
prominent themes and the
challenges it faces. The period
following Pakistan's independence
was onc of nation-building and
cultural consolidation. The focus
during these vears was on creating
adistinet national identity. separate
from British colonial influence and
Indian culture. However. the
development of children's
literature was not a primary
concern during this time. leading to
areliance on pre-exi
from British India and transl,
of Westem classics.One of the
carliest contributors (o children's
literature in Pakistan was Mirza
Chuglitai, known for
his work in Urdu literature. He
wrote simple stories for children,
often published in popular
magazines. that emphasized moral
lessons and Islamic values, These
storics were among the first
attemplts to create a literature that
catered specifically 1o Pakistani
children. reflecting the cultural and
religious cthos of the new
nation.During this period. most
children’s literature was didactic in
nature, aimed at instilling moral
and religious values. The stories
were often simplistic, with clear
distinctions between right and
wrong, good and evil. They were
primarily published in Urdu. the
i1 | language. but there was
also a significant presence of
literature in regional languages like
Punjabi. Sindhi. and Pashto.
reflecting the linguistic diversity of
the country.The 1970s and 1980s
marked a significant period of
growth for children's literature in
Pakistan. The risc of a more
educated middle class. coupled
with the increasing imporance of
education, created a demand for
literature that could both entertain
and educate children. This period

hal, a magazine that became
a staple for voung readers across
the country, Saced's work
emphasized the
knowledge. cthics.
and his contributions helped o
establish a more structured and
organized children’s literature
market in Pakistan Another
important figure from this period
was Shafig-ur-Rahman. a humorist
and author whose books. such as
Hamagatain and Kirnain, were
widely read by both children and
v and Immorous
style made his works popular
among younger readers. and he is
credited with bringing a lighter,
more entertaining touch to
children's literature in
Pakistan. The 1980s also witnessed
the growth of educational
television. which had a significant
impact on children's literature.
Programs like Ainak Wala Jin and
Uncle Sargam became immensely
popular. and their success led to the
publication of related books and
comics. This period also saw the
rise of illustrated children's books
and comics, which became an
essential part of children's reading
material. The 1990s and early
2000s saw further diversification
and growth in children's literature
in Pakistan. The expansion of the
private education sector. the
proliferation of media, and the
advent of the internct created new
PP ics for the pr
and dissemination of children's
books. However. this period also
brouglt new challenges. including
competition from international
media and the declining interest in
reading among children due to the
risc of digital entertainment. Ishtiag
Ahmed often referred to as
Pakistan's answer to Enid Blvion,
was a prolific writer during this
period. His detective novels.
particularly the Inspector Jamshed
series. captivated young readers
with their thrilling plots and
relatable characters. Ahmed's
books were not only entertaining
but also educational. as they oflen
included lessons on morality.
cthics. and the imporance of
family. Another significant
contributor to children's literature
in the contemporary era is
Musharraf Ali Farooqi . whose
works have been praised for their
creativity and literary quality, His
book Tik-Tik. The Master of Time
a notable example of modern
in Pakistan,
nd adventure

with strong character development
and engaging storvielling.
Farooqi's work represemts a shift
towards more sophisticated and
nuanced narratives in children's
literature, reflecting the changing
tastes and expectations of young
readers. The contemporary era has
also seen the rise of children's
literature in English, reflecting the
increasing importance of English
as a medium of instruction and
communication in Pakistan.
Writers like Amma Naz. Nadia
Agha, and have
contributed to this trend. producing
books that cater to the growing
demand for English-language
literature  for childrenOver the
decades. several recurring themes
have emerged in Pakistani
children's literature. reflecting the
country's cultural. religious. and
social values. From the earliest
davs of independence. Pakistani
children's literature has
emphasized the importance of
moral and ethical education.
Stories often focus on the
distinction between right and
wrong, the importance of honesty,
integrity. and kindness, and the
consequences ol one's actions. This
theme is deeply rooted in the
Islamic values that underpin much
of the country's cultural
identity. Another prominent theme
is patriotism and the promotionof a
strong national ider Many
stories are sct against the backdrop
of Pakistan's history. including the
struggle for independence. the
sacrifices of national heroes. and
the importance of unity and
national pride. These themes are
often aimed at fostering a sense of
belonging and lovally 1o the
country among young readers.
Adventure and exploration have
also been popular themes,
particularly in the works of writers
like Ishtiaq Aluned and Musharraf
Ali Farooqi. These stories often
fealre young protagonists who
embark on exciting journeys. solve
mysteries. or face challenges that
test their courage and intelligence.
Adventure stories not only
entertain but also inspire children
to be curions. brave. and
resourceful.  Pakistani children's
literature also reflects the country’s
rich cultural and religious heritage.
Stories often draw on traditional
folkiales. myths. and legends. as
well as Tslamic teachings and

values. This theme helps to
preserve and transmit the caltural
and religious traditions of Pakistan

to younger generations.Social
Issues and Challenges In recent
vears, there has been a growing
focus on social issues and
challenges in children's literature.
Topics such as poverly, gender
inequality, education. and
environmental conservation have
in to appear more frequently in
children'sbooks.

I : Amijad Rana I

The political atmosphere
in Bangladesh is ofien tense. with
significant polarization between
the Awami League (AL) and its
primary rival. the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP). Over the
vears. the political environment
has been characterized by
Political Violence. Clashes
between supporters of the AL and
BNP have been frequent. Hartals
(strikes) and protests often m
violent. Critics accuse Sheikh
Hasina's government of
authoritarianism. particularly in
silencing dissent, controlling the
media. and using the judiciary to
suppress  opposition.  Elections
have been marred by allegations
of vole-rigging. voler
suppression. and a lack of
transparency. The 2014 and 2018
elections were heavily cniticized
both domestically and
internationally. While
Bangladesh has seen significant
economic growth, the benefils
have not been evenly distributed.
Income inequality, corruption,
and unemployment remain
challenges. If Sheikh Hasina were
to step down or leave the country,
the internal political siwation in
Bangladesh could become cven
more unstable. Sheikh Hasina has
been the cemtral figure in the
Awami League, Her departure
could lead to internal conflicts
over leadership. potentially
fracturing the party. The BNP and
other opposition forces might sce
her departure as an opportunity 10
regain influence. possibly leading
to increased political activity and
protests. The transition of power
might lead to a period of
uncertainty. especially if there is
noclear successor orif the transfer
of power is contested. The
political vacuum could result in
increased violence as different
factions. both within the AL and
the opposition. vie for power.
Political instability often
translates into economic

v. Investor confid
could be shaken. leading to
potential cconomic downturns.
Bangladesh's stability is crucial
for regional stability in South
Asia. Prolonged internal unrest
could have implications for
neighboring countries. especially
regarding refugee flows. trade.
and regional security. her
departure could lead to a period of
political and economic instability.
The future of Bangladesh insucha
scenario would depend on how

Protests Against Forced Evictions
in Dhaka's Slums

the transition is managed. the role
of the opposition. and the
response of the international
community. the potential
instability in Bangladesh.
particularly in the hypothetical
scenario where Sheikh Hasina
steps down or leaves, requires a
multifaceted approach. Initiate a
national dialogue involving all
major political parties. including
the Awami League. BNP. and
other smaller parties. This
dialogue should focus on creating
a consensus on key issues like
clection reforms, governance. and
the rule of law. International
organizations. respected national
figures, or regional powers like
India or the United Nations could
mediate these discussions 1o
cnsure fairness and prevent
deadlock. Strengthen the Election
Commission to ensure it operates
independently. transparently. and
fairly. This could help restore
public confidence in the ¢lectoral
process. Ensure the judiciary
remains independent from
political influence. capable of
upholding the rule of law and
human rights without bias.
Encourage and protect the role of
civil socicty organizations in
monitoring government actions,
advocating for reforms. and
promoting accountability. The
Awami League should develop a
clear and transparent succession
plan, identifying potential leaders
who can ke over in case of
Sheikh Hasina's departure. This
could reduce internal power
struggles. Consider forming a
carctaker or interim government
1o oversee a tramsition period.
pecially if there are signi
political tensions. This
government should be neutral,
with the sole purpose of ensuringa
peaceful transition and organizing
frec and fair clections. Explore
clectoral reforms that could make

prevent and punish political
violence. This includes disarming
militant groups affiliated with
political partics and promoting
peaceful political engagement,
Engage with the international
community to gain diplomatic
support for a peaceful transition,
This could include technical
i in ¢l |
legal reforms. and institution-
building. Strengthen ties with
neighbouring countries and
regional organizations to cnsure
that any internal instability does
not spill over and affect regional
security. Promote civic education
programs thal cncourage
democratic participation,
peaceful protest. and informed
voling, This could help foster a
more engaged and informed
electorate. Conduct campaigns to
raise awareness about the
importance of peaceful
transitions. democratic valucs,
and the dangers of political
violence, Stabilizing Bangladesh
in the event of Sheikh Hasina's
departure requires a
comprehensive approach that
involves political reform,
economic development, and the
strengthening of democratic
institutions. By addressing these
arcas proactively, Bangladesh can
navigate potential challenges and
maintain  stability. ensuring a
peaceful and prosperous future for
its citizens. While Sheikh Hasina,
the leader of the Awami League.
has been the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh for multiple terms.
serving from 1996 to 2001, 2009
to 2014, and then re-clected in
2014 and 2018. Her leadership has
been marked by significant
economic growth, infrastructure
development, and poverty
reduction. However. her
government has also faced
criticism over issucs like alleged
human rights abuses. suppression

the system more rep ive,
such as proportional
representation. which might
reduce the winner-takes-all nature
of the current system and
encourage coalition-building.
Implement or reinforce term
limits for key political ofTices to
prevent the concentration of
power and promote leadership
rencwal. Develop policies aimed
at reducing income incquality and
addressing the needs of
marginalized communitics, This
could include social safety nets.
targeted cconomic development
programs, and cfforts to combat
corruption. Focus on job creation,
particularly for the vouth, to
reduce unemployment and
prevenl ¢conomic  grievances
from fueling political unrest.
Reform the police to ensure they
are a neutral force. not used for
political purposes. Training in
human rights and conflict de-
escalation should be prioritized.
Implement stricter measures to

of opposition, and about
the fairness of clections. To
address the root causes of public
agitation and unrest in
Bangladesh. a combination of
policies that tackle political.
cconomic, and social issucs
would be necessary. Consider
reinstating a neutral caretaker
government  system 10 oversee
clections. cnsuring they are
perceived as fair by all partics and
the public. Transfer more
decision-making power to local
governments, allowing
communitics to have a greater say
in their own affairs. This can help
address regional grievances and
reduce the concentration of power
at the national level. Implement
strict anti-corruplion measures,
the government of Bangladesh
can address the root causes of
public agitation. such as
economic inequality, political
disenfranchisement, social
grievances. and governance
issues.
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The PDWP approves seven
development schemes worth
than Rs 11 Billion.

Soon Times Correspondent

hore,

The PDWP approves seven development
schemes worth than Rs 11 Billien

The 15th meeting of Provincial
Development Working Party (PDWP) EY
2024-25 was held under the Chairmanship
vrman P&D Board Bammister Nabeel
d Awan in which development
schemes of Roads sector approved with an

Theapproved schemes ar
Rehabilitation of PD Kha
Shah from Chak:
Length 3
Chakwal at the cost of Rs 2398 733:|\|Ilmn
Rehabiltation of Jhang Gojra Road at the
cost of Rs 1532852 million  New Roa
from Dari Mero Ladan to Ghous Abad
along Link No.1 Length=30.40 km at the

Rs 63398 million
Construction of New Roads &
Repair of Roads n UCs 57 to 68
Tehsil Kar nd UCs 69 1o 85,
|-.h~ﬂ Pir Mahal, District
h Length=26.00 Km at the
costof Rs 416,312 million

Rehabilitation of  Sammundhari
Sahiwal Re length 50.90 km at
the cost of Rs 2718.139 million
Dualization of Road from
Chunian to Jambier More L-21
Km, Distriet Kasur at the cost of
Rs 25.094

cost of

million

Rehabilitation of Road from Narowal to
tation of
Portion

Zatarwal excluding City Rehab
Road from Marowal to Zafarw,
Length=25 Km district Narowal
of R: 0.694 million  Sec
Board Dr Asif Tufail, Chief Ec

Nasir Igbal Malik, Members P&D Board,
Head of relevant deptts and other se
representatives of the relevant provincial
departments attended the meeting

Punjab Cabinet approves the Purchase of
27 Modern Quadcopters for Surveillance
and Counter-Terrorism Operations

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore

On the special instructions of the
Chief Minister Punjab. the cabinet has
approved the funds for the purchase
of 27 modern Quadcopters for
Surveillance and counter terrorism

operations in Punjab. The spokesman of
Punjab Home Department said that the
cabinet has approved the summary for
the purchase of the latest Quadcopters.
According to the details. an amount of
Rs. 21 crore 40 lakh wasapproved for the
purchase of these quadcopters. It is

decided that 20 surveillance
quadcopters will be handed over to
the Police in Attock, Mianwali,
Bhakkar. Lavyah. DG Khan.
Rajanpur and Rahim Yar Khan.
while. 7 quadcopters capable of
transferring and dropping payload
will be purchased for Mianwali, DG
Khan, Rajanpur and Rahim Yar
Khan. These special Quadcopters
can carry up to two mortar shells of
80mm and can hit the target at the
same time. The home secretary
Punjab Noor ul Amin Mengal has said
thatall the necessary resources are being
provided to the law enforcement
agencies for best possible results and
these latest Quadcopters will help in
operations in Kacha and border areas.

Provincial Minister For Minority
Affairs Ramesh Singh Arora Visits
Pastor Shaukat Ashiq's Home

Soon T

s Correspondent

Lahore

Provincial Mimister for Minority Affairs,
Ramesh Singh Arora. visited Pastor
Shaukat Ashig'shome in the Chulin,
of Lahore upon his special invitation. A
large number of the Christian community

warmly welcomed him during his visit
As part of the reception, flower pel
were showered upon the minister from
was garlanded by

and he
the Chrstian commumty. On
N community
expressed their gratitude to the mimster

nml'lni'h:

for

presenting historic  budget for
gious minorities and expressed hope
that during his tenure, the sense of
deprivation among religions minorities

would be effectively addressed

Referring to the Chief Mini
Ramesh Sigh Arora said. "The Chief
Minister of Punjab has referred to

erof Punjab,

religious minorities as the crown on his
head " He further added, "Historic work is

being done for religious minorities in the

minister announced, "For
time, we will celebrate Minorities
atahighlevel,” and on August 11, the
Punjab government will celebrate
Minorities Day with full grandewr. He
also mentioned that the "Minorities
Development Fund has been increased.

News

Imam Masjid Al-
Nabawi receives warm
welcome during

NA visit

oD haayd

ISLAMABAD
(Web Desk)

The National Assembly on
riday resumed its session at the
Parliament House with recitation
of verses from Holy Quran by
Immn Al-Nabawi Dr
mad Al-Bud

Speaker
«chaired the ses:
witnessed by Im.
Nabawi Dr
Al-Bud

1 and $

tan Nawaf
Abhmad Al-Malki
Speaker Sardar A.\.wz 8 amid the
thumping of desk by | welcomed

the visiting dignit aving that his presence
is a matter of pride and spiritual guidance for
us. He said Masjid Al-Nabawi holds a special
place in the hearts of all the Mushims across
the world.

Defence Minister Kh
said that his pre:

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutte-Zardari also
welcomed the Imam of Masjid Al-Nabawi in
parliament

Meanwhile, Leader of the opposition Omar
Avub said Imam of ‘Vlmjn.l Al-Nabawi holds

cf Maulana Fazlur
Relman said the visit of Imam Maspd Al-
awi will give further impetus to P;
Saudi relationship. He said Saudi Arabia
friendly country of Pakistan and a leader of
Tslamic world

Asabia for Haijj.

PDMA warns of urban |
flooding as Punjab

| braces for more rain

starting today

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore
The Pumjab Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) has 1ssued
alert for monscon
across the province from today until
12 August
According o a PDMA spokesperson,
thunderstorms accompanied by rain
are likely in several southern Punjab
istricts, includ 1
Gujranwala, Rawalpind
Multan, Dera Ghazi
‘aisalabad, Sahiwal, and G

have been i 1 to finalise precautionary
measures, particularly in light of the risk of
wrban fleoding.

The PDMA control room is monitoring the
situation around the clock, and citizens have
been urged to follow government guidelines to
ensure safety

The public is advised to stay in sceure
locat articularly avoiding old buildings,
electric poles. and areas prone to lightmng
dunng.l.lmudu.nlon\h ]

Director Regional Campus
AIOU Releases Update
About Admissions

Soon Times Correspondent face PH.D. M.PHIL. MS. BS. BSC
Chakwal: (HONR). MBA and certificate courses are
Madam S\Cd'i Bushra, Regional Director also opencd till 20th August. 2024. She also
AIOU Ch.nl.\\.ll campus released a prcss uddcd that public awareness Open Days

In resy
conditions, |I\L PDMA has directed l‘s!l.‘
provincial administrations to remain on high
alert.

PDMA Director General Irfan Khatia
highlighted that all concerned departments,
including commissioners, deputy
WASA. the irrigation
(In]mrum.nl Rescue 1122, and civil defe

-

briefing fresh and are also sheduled .|!1 over in the
students of AIOU. According to her Dlslncl Chaky For more information
admissions for Matric and Inter classes are students can contact 0543553566,

opcncd The last date of admissions is Sth 0343553577 or they can visit Regional

BISE Sargodha Announces Results of
Class IX Annual Examination 2024

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha
Board of Intermediate and Secondary
C: zodha has announced the
results of Class IX Anr
2024 Commissioner and Chairman
Board Mul mad  Ajmal
Bhatti pressed the computer button and
made the results online. A total of | lakh 7
di participated in
the examination. Out of them 47288
candidates have secured more than 33%

mination

Education

thousand 323

marks. Thus, the s 55 rale was 43 98%,
According to the results, 91,139 regular
candidates participated in the annual
won and 41,176 were declared
ssful. Thus s rate 18
45.18%. While 16,348 pnivate candidates
participated in the

examing
the sue

am, out of them 6,112

[ul and the success
249 boys participated
m, out of them 20,024 passed and
ss rale was 34.98%. 50274
female students participated in the

out of them
declared ful and the
was 34.23%. Commissioner and Chairman
Muhammad Ajmal Bhatti congratulated
the successful ¢
them to continue their studies with the
same hard work and dedic:
Colleges
Abul |
minations Riaz Qadeer Bhatt
other board officers par

exi on

es and advised

1on. Director

cretary Board
and  Controller of
4l

ated in the

event

Provincial Local Govt Minister Inaugurates
the Digital Payment System of MC

Soon Times Correspondent sahi

others

Provineial Local Government
Minister Zeeshan Rafique has
ted the Digital e
stem of Mumcuul will

Corporation. MC Sargodha is
the first local government of
Punjab to achieve this
milestone. In

Mian

address, Zeeshan Rafique said
that the J\Em] zation of MC's

signific
financial

Ikramullah and O Chief

participated. In his

collection

and
customers will not have to go
round the office, Morcover, the

management

Minister Pu
m Nawaz Shar
are being taken to provide ¢l
drinking water 1o the citizens
and solve the sewage problems,
Sargodha is included in the
Dream 2 project of the As
Development Bank. 27 billion
rupees will be spent on the
project, which will permanently

jab  complete all the paperwork
L steps  within eight months and start
1 the work. Commissioner and
Administrator Munieipal
Corporation Muhammad Ajmal
Bhatti said that unless the local
1 government system is
strengthened, the municipal
problems of the people will nat
be solved. He said that now the
customer will recenve the bill on

function was o, N giitization of local bodies will solve the problems of water
which Municipal Secretary o0 ate cormuption. Pro supply, sewage and waste the mobile phone and the
el Ahmed Mian, members Loeal Government Minister Managentent across the city, pavment can also be made
mbly Safdar & ihat according to the vision. E1TOMs are being made to  throughe-payment.

. 2024, Morcover, the Face to Office AIOU Chakwal campus.

BYC sit-in ends after
reaching agreement
with govt

The Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC) and,

v, bringing
across various partsof Balochistan,
Following the negotiations, a committee has
been thel
implementation of all agreed-upon point

established to oversee

4

The Baloch Yakjehti Committee
announced plans to march from ¢
Turbat. where they will outline their future
course ol action

The protests began when convoys of
demor demanding the recovery of
missing persons, were prevented [rom
attending the BYC meeting in
Previous reports indicated that the protests

has
iwadar to

otiations were led by Provincial Minister

oor Buledh, along with the Commissioner
of Makran Division. the Deputy
Commissioner of Gwadar. and the SSE. The
neluding the
. the withdrawal of

nted their demand
release of detmned activis!
ation for public losses.

no force would be used

alors,

adar.

against peaceful gatherings. and the
Balochistan Home Department would issuea had escalated into violence, resulting in
notification. Additionally, allroads inGwadar ~ clashes with security forces that left three

and protesters dead and at least 24 injured Dr

aBYC leader, claimed that

and Makran will be reopened
tion networks restored

Mahrang Balocl
a large number of supporters were detained

comn
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Philippines,
Vietnam hold
first-ever joint
coast guard
exercise

'No one deserves
this': UK Muslims
reel after far-right

violence

LONDON

Noor Miah was a student when riots
broke out in northern England in the
summer of 2001, with angry young
British South Asians clashing with
police after a series of racist attacks
and incidents.

The northern town of Burnley was
engulfed in the riots which begai
hour away in Oldham, as the
stoked racial tensions and minority
communities accused the police of
failing to protect them,

More than two decades later. Miah
recalled that dark period as he tried to
calm Muslim vouths in Burnley after
several Muslim gravestones in the
local cemetery were defaced and far-
right riots targeted mosques in nearby
citics.

MANILA
(Reuter:
Vietname;

- Crew of Philippine and
blasted a boat with
water cannon and simulated a search and
v. in the first such joint
between coast guards of two
at have faced ofl with Beijin
h China Sea
90-metre-long ship CSB 8002,
at the port of Mamla on
v, joined the Philippine offshore
essel BRP Gabriela Silang for
seue and

ves:

Ten kllled 35 hurt in Russian strike
on supermarket in Ukraine's east

Ten killed, 35 hurt in Russian strike on sunermarl(et in llkra ne S BHSI

T I R R
- Russia says trﬂops are battlmg to push !
Ukrainian forces back after cross |
border incursion in Kursk .

KYIV, Ukraine

Russian troops are battling to
push back Ukrainian forces
from the Kursk region on the
third day of one of the Jargest
I cross-border incursions of the

5 the latest collaboration
between countries that are locked in long-
running disputes with Beijing over territory
in the South China Sea, or concemed about
freedom of navigation and activities of
Isinthe
15 more on the humanitanan

n missile strike hit a supermarket in the
ian town of Kostianty nivka in the front-line
n on Friday. killing at least ten

Chinese v v trade route.

people and injuring 35 others, Ukrainian officials
said.

US’ Qamr “nd Eg]) P U The strike caused a fire that had been put out, the

interior minister said Hc.m bl.n:k smoke clouds

rence Roque, commanding
officer of BRP Gabricla Silang. told
reporters onboard

"We hope for more of these
because the sea is large and many will need
stance from thy
drills wath Vi
pines on Thursday comple
s of marilime with the
ries of Australia, Canada, and the
. the first involving the four
which Manila said was to

push urgent talks
with Israel and
Hamas on Aug 15

CAIRD/WASHINGTON
Leaders of the United States, E;

tivities

"Russian ferrorists hit an ordinary supermarket
and a post office. There are people under the
rubble." President Volodymy
X. Emergency services continued worki
rubble looking for survivors. he added
Regional Governor Vadym Filashkin initi
Russia vsed artillery bul later said the attack with I
from.an X-38 air-to-surface missile.
Nova Poshta. Ukmine's largest private postal =
company, said its cargo office in the supermarket l
wasdamagedinthestrike, - llkmmmnlq.lltu:ln ng 10 ad
All our employees are alive, One colleague o poorer o Uk
received a concussion - he is getting all the
necessary help.” the company said on X, [
Residential houses. shops and more than dozen
cars were as well damaged in the attack. according
lathciulmormintslcfsposlonTcIc--run [
Kostiantynivka lies just about 13 kilometers from
the active combal line in Ukraine's cast. Kyiv-held =
parts of the Donetsk region regularly come under [
Russianshelling andairstrikes.
s would be there. The region is one of the hotlest areas of fighting as
im. he said. was "lo finalize the Russia largets areas in the direction of the strategic
Isand implenent the framework castern logistics hub of Pokrovsk. P

jBQ!'}!O &

- .
Top-ranked Korda suffers quadruple-
bogey nightmare at Olympics

war, the Russian Defense
Ministry said Thurs

border

forees from pushing deepe
the region in southwestern incursion. Inavideo address to the nation
il

late  Thurs Ukraine’s President

clams sovereignty over almost the
outh China Sea, which it asserts
large deployment of cos
inareas that include the exclusive economic
zonesol ilsneighbours,

cuard has been ac

sl tal

either Dohaor Cairo,

"A framework agreement is now on Iln.
only the details

implementation lefl to conclude.” lhe\

said“There is no further time to waste

nor ex from any party for further

delay. It is time to release the hostages,

Degin the ceasefire, and implement this

U\JIILIII

he leaders also offered to present "a

| bridging |\rnpnxal" resolving the

mention
ion bu

(9 miles) into Russian
ute for the
of War, a Washington-based think
Tie data that hasn’t been officially

the Philippines and Vietnam,
relations and raising concerns about
escalation:

nd our country needs now
from the commander of
s armed forces, Oleksandr

er Benjamin Netanyahu

srael negotiato

s its coast guard is acting
wially to protect its

Kyiv has not commented on the

ISSCTS.

pno

PARIS

Nelly Korda's Olympic golf title defence
suffered a giant setback when the US world
number one made a quadruple bogey late in
her second round as two-time medallist Lydia
Kocharged into contention.
Unheralded Swiss player Morgane Metraux
took the halfway de at Le Golf National
alter a speetacular front-nine of 28 in a siy
under-par 66, taking her to eight-under for the

after falling apart on the par-three 16th hole.
when she looked poised to challenge for the
lead.

The Ameri
protecting the green before dumping her
effort from the drop zone into a bunker.

Her shot from the sand, where her ball had
plugged, flew way over the pin to the hack of
the green and she three-putted from there to
cardaruinous seven.

n hit her tee shot into the lake

USA escape Serbia,
to face France for
Olympic men's

"Those bunkers are really firm and when 1
tried to be a little aggressive with it my ball
Justshot to the back of the green," Korda said
“Just a series of unfortunate events happened
marow."

tounament.

China's Yin Ruoning is just one stroke behind
after a bogev-free 63, while overnight leader
Celine Boutier fell back witha four-over 76,

Korda is six shots adrift ina tie for 12th place

Showbiz stars heap

p A A =
praise on Arshad Our way of shm_zvmg resns_ta_nce : basketball gOld
Nadeem for Olympians raise Palestinian < i
winning gold in ﬂag at Paris Games T e e v o i
tl st lead since the first

erbia 95-91 1o keep their bid St
for a fifth straight Olympic men's
basketball gold medal alive

Golden State Warriors star Stephen
Curry dazzled with 36 points and all-
time NBA scormg leader LeBron find his shooting touch in his first
tes had a triple-double of 16 Olvmpi
points. 12 rebounds and 102 for (1) haven't shot the ball well the
the Americans, who meet hosts  whole tournament,” he said. "But it
France in a repeat of the Tokyo  doesn't vour confidence to
Olympics final Saturday meet the moment.”

Francebooked aretumiriptothetitle  James followed with a driving
game with a 7369 viclory over . Cumry grabbed a s

g World Cup champions ba

ny

The US team led by James is
reckoned to be the most talent laden
sinee the 1992 Dream Team led by

terat 87-86.

ocking down a big shot like
that, you live for those moments,”
said Curry, who had struggled 1o

PARIS

Ten months into a brutal war that
has Killed tens of thousands of
people in Gaza, tinian
athletes are aiming for a lot more
than medals at the Paris
. hoping 1o shed hgn

Paris Olympics

Yazan al-Bawwab’s first and
Pakistani showbiz stars have a only race of the Games lasted
Jubilation over the success of Arshad Nadeem less than a minute - long enough
inthe Paris Olympics. to the colours of the
Arshad Nadeem won gold in the Javelin and Palestinian Territories projected
ended his country long wait for the Olympic | onto his lane at the Olympic pool

LAHORE

held on.
Three-time NBA Most Valuable
Player Jokic finished with 17 points

medal. He also broke the record for throwing near Paris i s md;r.-mlwmm 1 Michael Jordan and 11 assists for Serbia, who had
the Jav the distance 0f92.97 meters Itwasa flecting appearance for both flag and athlete: . ttered around the But it took a massive fourt 20 points from a bril
Not only did his monstrous throw receive butnihe24 yeat-ald stWimmer it meantthexoild. ive 2 voice o a effort to fimally subdue the Bogdanov

sonof
gees who was born in Saudi Arabia

and raisedin Dubai

“I's an honour 1o raise my

se Palestine.

massive praise from across the world but he
also rewrote the record in the 118 years of
Olympies

Actors Aye:

nd lnul. a  Curry drilled five three-pointers on
period.  the way to 17 first-quarter points.
me win for us,” James said But Serbia combined for five three-
W we were going to be  pointers themselves and led 31-23
, we knew it was going o afier the first and continued to pour
be the toughest game up to date, but it iton.

see Palestine as a country.” he told F
“Butwe have alane hereat the Paris Olympics.

A two-time Olympian, al-Bawwab is one of cight
representing Palestine at the Games.
g in such diverse sports as boxing, judo.
nd tackwondo. Most were born outside the

acountry that does
ded the Palestinian
oocd

Khan and Hania Amir extolled
ive success
50 did the

onhischest. “It’s my way of showing resi

same
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