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General Zaman
Bangladesh army
chief who announced
PM Hasina's
resignation

Bangladesh PM Hasina Wajid resigns
in response to protestors' demands

Web Desk

Just over a month after he
became Ban

army chief,

government would be formed in the country
and thal s tis regard were under way.
Meanwhilem, Indian media alleged Hasina had
left Bangladesh by military helicopter,
reportedly bound for Tndia afier the protestors
stormed the Prime Minister's House in Dhaka

Bangladeshi student leaders on Saturday said

rrespondent

Sheikh
down from the post of Prime Minister in the
face of mass protests demanding her

into the

it reports had said that the prime minister

left the capital Dhaka | a source close to
the embattled leader okl AFP on Monday
"She and her sister have lell Ganabhaban (the
premier'soflicial residence) fe afer place.”
the source told AFP. "She wanted to record a
speech. But she could not get an opportunity
o ﬂn let

\\'\m fed the country on
Monday

Rallies against civil service job quotas sparked
days of mayhem in July that killed more than
200 people in some of the worst unrest of
I 's 13-

tored order but
1 huge numbers
on-cooperation
he government

Troop deployments
crowds retumed to th
this week ah
movement aimed at paralysi
planned to begin on Sun

Military's stance on May 9 protests
remains unchanged, says DG ISPR

@ Llieutenant General Ahmed Sllarii reiterates war against terrorism will continue until the last militant is eliminat

Soon Times Correspondent q
Rawalpindi
or-G

pmtusl \\nul(l h\. vestigated,
The army chiel added that an

interim

Response sought
from Punjab
government in
Azma Bokhari

fake video case

has been arrested
from Guyrat and he

(DG) of Inter-
RLL\'K!]I" (ISPR),
Sharil’

anything to do with Islam or P
he asserted.
fie reportd that in the (i

designed all 2024, 139 sol
material of [ake security fore
video m; n\ mi in the ongomg battl
The FIA lawver terrorism, stating that lln.
added that an | "Our ptmlmu on May ‘) s clear and honours these brav

estigation  was ains unchanged. ed in the families and reafllfirming the
underway conference. There has commitment to contmue the

inst terrorism until the
d

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE
The Lahore High Court (LHC)

armed forces are especially
1 on the merged distriets of the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhw

has been arrested

neral of Inter-

(DG)

T e oo CJ remarked Uhal social media. | Services Public Relations (ISPR), Contribution to education and health
arlies on an _application S Oir-\m-k Jiciss neral Ahmed SI"”' Referring to education. Lt
;i | B reaffirmed the Chaudhry said "Digital ed
farious aims.

the v mlunl

against alkm fake video of
Punja ce on

| hv.mb provided 1o the
that the Balocl

The federal government lawyer

2
:hn!l

oceurred  on

Azma Bokha s e A May 9 nay 7 press conference. There has  He also announced a strategie shift in

LHC €J Miss Aalia (twitter) had been blocked in hose involved inthe  peey o shift in our stance, nor will s terminolog: declaring that the udents are the country's future and a
heard the case Pakistan from February 17 and | [lots must behel ““"}'ﬂ‘l" there be,” he stated while addressing a Tehreek-o-Taliban Pakistan (ITP) will  scholarship programme has been
Applicant. Azma Bokhari there was direct representative | “Ur position on May 9 is clear and  poecer "from Rawalpindi’s General  now be referred to as ‘Fitna al-  Sartedforthem

alomg with her lawyers ofX inPakistan. remains unchanged. ed in the Headquarters (GHQ) Khawarij” and its members as *Kharji’

LHC CJ inquired about the
SOPs under which twitter

serews | Senate unanimously passes resolution on
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh's martyrdom

SCIVICES.
@ Israel is transforming into an international criminal and terrorist state, reads resolution tabled D!' I'alwaslla Kllﬂl'l

Mushaal Malik
demands UN action
- L human rights by Israeli forces.
Oll KaShmlr lssue On 'I'I|crc.\|\illllun>||‘lczll!:;ll$rz:u!is

.:pp...:ml before the court
e :

the court
accused Muhammad Shafiq

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

hm\ Ru.hm.m

The Senate. red by Syed an hared her thougl
Youm_e_lstehsal Yousul' Raza Gilani, convened and  onthéresolution.
on Monday to address the ate. It called upon the  "International bodies are also
martyrdom of Hamas leader of Islamic s ng out against Israel
wanted to expose the true Ismal Hamiyeh wn Tehran . Pakistan, brutality. We need to address Ismeli

" osaid
have bee
a free hand 1o perpe
worldwide. Childs

face of India's so-called Senator Palwasha Khan

| democracy to the world
She highlighted that five

ession in every

e
elderly, and women
indi mmn.n;.]\ l.n-m.lul by Israeli

attacks.”

Mushaal

Soon Times Correspondent

. India of martyring
ISLAMABAD Kashmiri leaders, including
Mushaal Hussein Mullick, the  Syed Ali Geelani, and of

of Kashmiri leader Yasin
, has demanded from the  [yshand, Yasin Malik

United Nations o resolve the  She urged the world to oper
Kashmir issue in accordance  eves to Indian alroc L
with its resolutions de the actions in
Ina video messagercleasedon  gecupied Kashmir as blatant
Youm-e-Istehsal K violations of human rights.

Mushaal Malik stated th

wi

Government forms
task force for urgent
power sector overhaul

Saon Times Correspondent

her

continuously imprisoning

JI to expand sit-ins to
other provinces until
demands are met

Soon Times Correspondent

IHC summons Rawalpindi

S KARACHI
DIG operations on Bushra | el gb) Euir
1 aeemur Rehman has

[
insisted on expanding sit-ins weluras i

to other provinces until
demands are met
JI has demanded 1o close the

|m\\|.r

Bibi's plea

sector,according to mediareports.
The task [k i

THC Justice Aamer lieviate the

Soon Tinies Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has sought response
from Rawalpindi DIG
Operations by August 7 on
Bushra Bibi’s application

E case details and
moving to the relevant court lo
halt the arrest

informed
that

Khosa
the court
Bushra Bibi has
been booked in May 9 cases and
she had been arrested in one case
despite the investigation not
nitiated.

CJ Aamer Farooq remarked that
it had been one and a
years to the May 9
Lahore I
verdict w

resolve a public cris d

claimed that some IPPs hadn’t produced a
singleunitol electricity.

He also asserted that JI always opposed [PPs
since 1994 and highlighted that 1PPs plants
were perfoming |mn| 1

sovernment included
IPPs and the public
1 bear the burden of government's
Tavours for others,

He also demanded
immediately remove

the government o
slabs imposed on the

acem called on the government Lo be

ent and fair about agreements with

and present it before the public

Naeem also demas aceountability from

government to expose all the politicians,
and  others who  transfen

b

&

to the Prime Mini
Muhammad Al servi
chairman and Lt Gen

s

:it‘.ull

Muhammad Zafar Igbal as the
linat

oo heard  the
case today. Bushr independent power producers
Bibi’s co (IPP), and freeze Is of
Sardar | Khosa those who had
appearedbeforethe | WithIPPs. evéal that Powse b
court He stressed that his part is Leghari has been clors to support
Consul Sardar Latif demands were w the LhulI Rn of lluE

I owill

focus on proposing
asures 1o ensure the fnancial
and operational s hility of
the power sector while overse
the development

ind
implementation of an elticient
power market

The task force
recommend way £
capacity to stimulate industrial

ne the potentis

l'l.dmlmi\nin pacity payments by
shutting down certain plants.
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Human nignts Violence in HHOJK

Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK). That day. India scrapped the
special status of [TOJK and bifurcated it
into two so-called *Union Territories” to
alter its internationally-recognized
disputed status and undermine the right
to self-determination of the Kashmiri
people. The Indian actions triggered a
process of demographic change and
political engineering. As a resull. the
Kashmirn people were confronted with
the danger of becoming a

terrorism.  continued military siege
since S5th August 2019 and other
atrocitics in 11OJK. Pakistan will not
allow India to succeed in its nefarious
designs of turning the Muslim majority
into the minority in the IOJK. he
added. He termed the freedom of
Kashmir as inevitable to make the
freedom of Pakistan complete.
The participants chanting slogans
against India and carrying placards and
banners inscribed with slogans "Go

Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs
and Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON
Engineer Amir Muqam here on Monday
said that so called world largest
democratic state India violating human
rights continuously since August 5.
2019 adding that intcrnational
community should put pressure on
India to curb stale terrorism, continued

military siege from last five years and
otheratrocitiesin[IOJK. Pakistan
will not allow India to succeed in its

incumbent regime highlighting
Kashmir issue at all appropriate global
forums effectively. A protest
rally was taken out from Foreign office
v foreign secretary to D
. A protest rally against the

rights violation b\ Indian occupying
forces in the Indian Hlegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) was held
here on Monday o Youm-c-Istehsaal.
being observed every year on August 5,

nefarious designs of turning the Muslim  a large number of women, child. men  India. Go Back". "Stop Killing  disempowered nmunority in their own
majority into the minority in the ITOJK.  and yuouth were arrested and killed.  inKashmirand Stop HR Violation  land headded. Besides Hurrivat
e added. Addressing 1o the The rally was led by Adviser n Occupied Kashmir”.  One minute  leaders Abdul Hameed Lone.

Mohammad Farooq Rahmani and
government representatives.
the rally was heavily attended by the
people from different walks of life.
Former Prime Minister of Azad Jammu
Kashmir Sardar Tanveer Ilyas said that
Indian initiative of August 5, 2019 has
been rejected by every Kashmiri and
Pakistani and the motto of Kashmiris is
We are Pakistanis, Pakistan is ours.

silence’s was also observed in memory
of the martyrs inKashmir. “Our strong
and steadfast moral. political and
diplomatic support for the Kashmiri
people will continue till the realization
of their inalicnable right o self-
determination.” he reiterated.
The minister further said that “Youm-e-
Istehsal” was a somber occasion (o
recall India’s illegal and unilateral
actions of 5 August 2019 in the Indian

o Prime Minister on Kashmir and
Gilgit Baltistan Affairs Qamar Zaman
Kaira which was participated by large
number of people particularly officials
and swdents of various educational
institutions. Addressing the
participants. Qamar Zaman Kaira
thanked the people for expressing
solidarity with their Kashmiri brethern
and urged the intemational community
to put pressure on India to curb state

participants of the rally. he said that
abrogation of 370 and 35A was major
mistake of India it could not to be
succeeded in their nefarious
designs, The minister said that like
other parts of the World Kashmiris
being observed Youme--¢-Isichsal in
Pakistan and Azad Jammu Kashmir.
Without solution of Kashmir issue there
is peaceful environment not possible in
gion. He said that

Power Firms' Billion-Dollar
Boom via Political Influence

public officia

A Diplomatic Balancing Act
in Uncertain Times

trust in both the politi s 1o disclose their

Dr: Muhammad Akram Zaheer

The Biden administration and

weleome Isracli Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during a time of
significant changes and uncertainty in

al situ lluns?mal\mg
iging o manage their complex
and long-standing relationship In the
U.S.. President Joe Biden's
administration is dealing with a
divided political emviromment. The
Demoeratic Party ge Iy supports
Isracl bu rowing group within the
party that s more [

Iy
terri luri es

o llc!

er and more progres
& ngly st what
llu.\ sec as unbalanced 1.8 support
for Tsracl. On the Republican side.
support for Israel remains strong, often
influcnced by evangelical Christian
belicls and stralegic interests
However, the GOP is also facing its
owninternal challenges, with different
groups competing for power afler the
Trump
means that Netanys
wed through these partisan divides.
affecting the nature and outcomes of

sident Biden,

Netany: omplex
diplomatic challenge. The Biden
been trving fo

s cign poliey after the
turbulemt Trump vears, focusing on

goals with the
relationship requires

diplomacy. Biden is also dealing with
the resumption of talks about the Iran
nuclear deal. known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). Netanyahu has strongly
enticized the JCPOA, a
threatens I
his visitwill likely bring
the forefront. chall

balance the concerns of
international

ally with broader
diplomatic aoals

time of significant political char
Is as well. Ha
returned to power. N
government that
ing concerns hn|l| n
jomally Tssues like

elements,
Israel and intern

| reforms by his

the proposed judic

pmu.».l« and  eriticism,
natien deeply divided on

s future
Morcover, Istacl's ongoing

direetion.
conflict with the Palestinians remains
a central issue. Netanvabu's hardli
stance and the policies of his coalition
partners have made efforts toward a
caceful resolution more complicated
s ongaing conflict confinues fo be a
kev issue in US.-lsmel relations,
especially under an administration that
human rights and

challenges. the strategic
between the U.S
part of American foreign
policy in the Middle East. Issues like
detense  cooperation, intelligence
sharing. and counterterrorism efforts
h:g.hlmhl the mutual benefits of this
u's visit will likely
@ aspeets. even as both
e their complex domestic
tional palitical situations.

andintery

President Biden has six
months left in office. He might spend

more time on foreign poliey.
something he 1s passionate about from
his time in Congress and as head of the

Senate Foreign Relations Committee

diplomatic efforts in the Middle
are still active due to ongoing issues in
Israeli Prime Mimste
visit to Washington this
weck. |m.lud m mu.um. with the
Biden admi a speceh to
Luul.rua \\|I\ Iu;lﬂla.hl the Middle
East a; The context of his 2024
visit 1s |I|l]sr\.nl from his 2015 visit
when US policy was more focused on
the Middle East. such as with Iran
nuelear s and the fight against
ISIS Netanvahu may a warmer
reception from Republicans than
Democrats. but unless he has
surprising news about Tsrael-Hamas,
Lebanon, or Iran. his visit might not
gel as much atten i
2015 Ahead of Net
Secretary of State Antony Blinken

ted the priority of
re and hostage
the Isracl-Hamas
the US has bm.n

©
release Jml in
conflict.

which

id they are close to a deal. A

Netanyahu visit would
finahizing this deal and
a plan for Gaza, Tl and

Amjad Rana

The of infl
bills due to the misuse of pro-rata
billing praet and the
mvolvement of major stakeholders
in power companies who have
significant political influenee
Many of these stakeholders. often
siting i legislative assemblics,
have the power to influence
policies and regulations that
govern the energy sector. When
mayor shareholders or nives
of power companies hold political
office, there is a potential contlict
of interest. Their dual roles can
mfluence regulatory
potentially undermining strict
enfo ment of consumer
protection regulations. These
political fig lobhy  for
lenient policies or regulations that
favor power companies, which
might lead to lax enforcement of
standards to protect
rom unfair billing

sU ed electricity

P

decision:

c

oS gan

mes

Blink dthe US
goal of a two-state solution as a strong
response to Iran and Hamas, despite
ment rejecting this
. Blinken stressed that
uummnu 0 preventing Iran
from obtaining a nuelear weapon. He
mentioned that Iran could be weeks
avay from having L
bomb, a eritical point
tements about a twe
Iran

te
from

SoonTimes
Correspondent
Islamabad
Asix-member dele;
from the All
Journalist Association

(APIA) was mrml\

of the Rq\ni)!u of Korea
in Is by

The visitaimed to explore

and enhance media collaboration 1o
promote
cultural exeh

cooperation. The I\I'JA members
comprised [ffat Rauf - Vice
President. Abid Chaudhry -
Secretary General, Wasif Ali Khan -
Joint Seeretary. sharat Al -
President Punjab. and Adnan
meed - Information
ceretary.Dunng the meeting. APJA
\un.l.m General Abid € haudhry
shared his professional experiences
hlighting the potential
Ilir future collaborations with the
. He emphasized

to b

APJA Delegation Visits Korean Embassy
to Foster Media Collaboration and
Strengthen Bilateral Ties

i

delegation at Shahi Qula. Lahore.
Abid expressed enthu n for
welcoming more Korean business
leaders to Pakistan in the
Future. CNN

Jjoined via video call and conversed
with Ambassador Park Kijun in
Korean. which was
appreciated. The meet
attended by the Cultur

Korean
Traditional and elabo
dishes were served to the APJA
members. Vice ent APJA Iffat
duced the APJA team to

nd noted the successful
dinner reception hosted in 2023 in
honor of a Korcan bu 5

Ambassador Park and  expressed
gratitude for the hospitality extended
during the lunch

receplion Amba
ssador Park
K ij un
commended the
role of F

n].mun-c
shared
personal
expericnces of

and
his

living and
traveling in Pal . H red the
APIA members of his support in
promoting cultural activitics through
lia platforms. The ambassador
announced the Korean
Vs uj ing mega ev
ul. scheduled for l)a.luhn.r
These events will feature
performances by renowned Korean
artists and mu ns at Linquat
Gymnasium and will be open to the
public. aiming 1o atiract large
and  provide a vibrant
exchange  expel He
further informed the delegation that

from 22nd October to

practices. The investigation by the
National Electric Power
Regulatory  Autherity (Nep
found that millions of consume
infl

ted
bills between April and
‘This occurred beeause these
consumers lost their entitlement to
\Uh\ldll\)d rates and slab benefits,

received

June.

to higher charges. The
report, based on data from the
Power Information  Technology
Company (PITC). revealed that the
practice of pro ratabilling had been
expanded bevond its orginal
mtent. Instead of only applying to
billing peniods exceeding 30 days,
pro rala (in proportion}
adjustments were also being
applied to periods shorter than 30
days. This adjustment led to a
nificant number of consumers
being reclassified from "protected”
to "unprotected” categories. from
lifeline to non-lifeline. and from
lower to higher tarifl slabs.
resulting in inflated bills. All
power companies, ncluding
Karachi Electric. implemented
these pro rata adjustments. The
adjustments scaled up readin
ken for periods under 30 davstoa
standard 30-31-day period u
pro rata calculations
Consequently, many consumers
faced higher hills due 1o these
djustments for shorter billing
periods. Nepra observed that this
practice resulted In consumers
losing therr slab benefits and
subsidized rates, leading 1o the
v
he 1ssues uncovered by

le:

se in their ele

d accurate
for consumers. The
mvolvement of political figures in

billing

rea
27hO Mub-.r’l:!-l

power companies can erode public

regulatory
may perceive that the interests of
power companies are prioritized

over their welf: rengthening
consumer advoeacy groups and
uning they have a voice in

regulatory
counterbalance the influence of
political figur
pr: Ssure l‘\!!:
force consumer protection laws
maore effectively. While specific
names and cases would depend on
current  political and  corporate
ndscapes, historical instances
that pelitical figures
involved in the energy sector can
significantly influence poliey
deasions. Detatled invest
and

processes can

show

ght these
VOTING power
compa mers, such
as delaved implementation of
metering reforms or lenient
penaltics for non-comphance, are
often the result of such political
influence,  Ensure that Nepra
operates independently of politics
nfluence. This might inelude legal
provisions that safeguard 1ts
decision-making processes from
political interference. Implement
transparent regulalony  processes
where and their
rationales are made public. This
can help mitigate undue political
fluence, Enforee strict disclosure
requirements for pol nd
public officials with stakes in
power companies. Politicians with
significant interests in power
companics should recuse
themselves from legislative
stons and decisions related
to the ene; seetor to avoid
confhicts of est. Legislative
measures 1o strengthen consumer
rights in the en seetor,
ensuring that consumers h:
robust avenues for redressal in
s of uul.m billing or service
ablish public
bility mechanisms where
power companies and regulatory
bodies report regularly on
compliance with consumer
protection standards. By
addressing the political influence
in the power sector and ensuring
robust regulatory u\m\:l,hl it is
nrer

decisions

Z

e

accou

stem

possible 10 ereate a
that prioritizes consumer
protection and promotes
transparency  and  accountability
the issue of inflated electncity bills
and the mvolvement of political
figu in power companics, a
comprehensive approach is
needed. This involves regulatory
reforms, consumer protection
measures, and increased
transparency. Enact laws to ensure
Nepra operates independently, free
from political interference. This
includes secure funding
mechanisms and  independent

appointment processes for ils
leadership. Require Nepra 1o
publicly disclose its decisions and
the re: g behind them 1o
enhance transparency and
accountability. politicians and

S in pow
declaration

financial inter
companies. These
should be publicly accessible
Conduet regul udits of th
disclosures to ensure complian
and idenufy potential confliets of
mterest. Implement
peliticians with
in power
i

policies

interests

s to recuse then
from legislative decisions
ecting the energy
tablish enforcement
mechanisms to ensure compliance
with al policies. ncluding
penalties for non-compliance. Pass
laws that explicitly protect
consumer rights in the energ
sector, cnsunng consumers h
billing py

sector

recu

actices
upport and
¥ groupsto

access 1o
redress m .
fund consumer advoc:
represent consumer interests and
pre regulatory bodies for
better enforcement of consumer
protection laws. Require power
compa and regulatory bodi
1o report regularly on compliance
with consumer protection
standards. These reports should be
publicly a ible. Establish a
robust mechamism for consumers
to provide feedback and report
directly 1o regulatory
bodies. Power companies must
correct inflated bills issued during
April-June 2024 based on actual
meter readings, not projected
usage. Consumers who couldn’t
pay the inflated bills should not be
charged LPS. Those who paid with
LPS should be compensated
Power companies should
immediately repl | defective
mel to prevent rehance on
average billing. E
compliance with the C mer
Service Manual for accu meter
readings and billing practices
Conduet regular audits of power
companies 1o ensure compliance
and

sure

issues

sure

with regulatory
protection laws
mdependent oversight

to monitor regulatory

and
consumer
Establist
body

compliance and investigate
violations. mch campaigns to
educate consumers about their

rights and proper billing practices
Develop robust customer support
billing

systems to address

1SS

complaints and resolve
prompily. Enact comprehensive
energy sector reforms o address

ic issues and ensure fair
practices. Involve all stakeholders,
including consumer groups. in the
legislative process 1o ensure
balanced and fair policies. Create
an online portal where all
regulatory decisions . and

reports publicly

Hold public hearings on major
regulatory  decisions to ure
public participation and

tr eney. By implementing
these solutions, the government
and regulatory bodies ean ensure
and accurate billing, protect
umer rights. and mitigate the
miluence of political figures in the
power sector.

cor




Rallies & Seminars Observed In Connectlon
With Youm-e-Istehsal Kashmir

Soon Times Correspondent
Sargodha:

On the ocassion of
Kashmir seminars

Youm-¢-Istehsal
d rallies were

st the

nized acro

orgi the country &
atrocilies mmmltlcd by 111‘.

for
was

A seminar and rally
in Sargodha under the
anship of Commissioner
Muhammad Ajmal Bl nc

Retired Aurnu./»h He
Investigation Farh
Headquarters Ziaul

ended at DPO Chowk. The participants of
the rally carried Pakistani and Kashmiri
flags. banners and posters on which
protest slo gainst the Indian
government were written. Speaking at the
seminar held at the Arts Council
Complex, Commissioner Muhammad
Ajmal Bhatti said that the international
community should take immediate notice
of Indian atrocities. Modi govemnment

ns

e Oceupied Kashmir a part
DC Captain Retired Aurangzeb
Haider Khan said that the Kashmir issue
should be resolved by implementing the
resolutions of the Umited N;

have made immense sacrifices for freedom
Saplings were also planted in connection
with the plantation campaign in the premises
of the Arts Council Complex. The
Commissioner and Depul
also inaugurated a photo e
Ind rocities on Kashmiris organiz
the Arts Council. Organized by the district
administration Mian and rally was
organized 1o express solidarity with the
Kashmiri people. which was led by
Additional Deputy Commissioner (General)
Salman Ahmed Lone. The rally started from
GPO Chowk and ended at Jahaz Chowk

Kashmins

Commissioner

Deputy Director Social Welfare Khizr Ha
Khan,

Deputy Director Agricullure
‘|I:L Ghulam  Hur, CEO
nd others

participated in lhl.
the walk strongly condemned India's
usurpation of Kashmir. ADCG said that the
special status of Kashmir was abolished on

August 5, 2019. Denying freedont is no less
than a big terrorism. Pakistani people will
continue to support Kashm Youn-e-
Istehsal Kashmir Rally wasalso organized in
Nowshera Soon Valley which was led by
Assistant Commissioner Irfan Martin, SHO
Police & n Nowshera Malik I Ahm.ul
Deputy DO Education, former AIO
Shabbir Aw d others participated in the
rally. The rally started from Government
Model High School and ended after
observinga minute's silence at the AC office.
AC Irfan Martin said that India should
withdraw the illegal measures and end the
oppressive laws. Talking 1o the participants
shmir Rally in Bhera,
sioner Mudassar Mum
| said that despite all its tact Inds
could not suppress the voice of Kashmiris. It
is the duty of the United Na

Kashmiris their right to self-
ion, In the event held in Bhera
Press Club registered in connection with the
Youm-e-Istehsal Kashmir, the United
Nations was demanded to stop the Indian
atrocities in Oceupied Kashmir

give
determ

CM Punjab Has Approved
Construction & Repair of 09 Roads
In Soon Valley: Shakir Bashir Awan

Soon Times Correspondent
Nowshes

Jourr
the m

lists said Ilml a few days ago during
ting with Chief’ Minister Punjaby

Nawaz, he requested ding the

Valley. He said that eonstruction of roads
from Nowshera to Sakesar and Nowshera to
Jaba, Jaba to Peel. Khaligabad post to
Kathwai and Khushab to Manara has also
been approved. Work on it will be started
very soon. The construction of the said roads

development works in Soon Sakesar Valley
[ ab has approved the

construction and repair of 09 roads in Soon

willg in the Soon Valley and
provide transportation facilities for the
landowners 1o transport therr agricultural
produce to other cities

Fazlur Rehman deplores
lacklustre response to
India's illegal act

Soon Times Correspondent
DHIRKOT
annat

e-Islam  (JUI)
Rehman s
Monday that India by terminating the
special status of Kashmir made a
wrong decision and the rulers of
Pakistanremained silent
He said the people of Pal
with the Kashmiris and victory in the
Kashmir movement would be the fate
of the freedom fighters,

The JUI ehief said the Kashmiris had a history.
“Freedom movements do not reach their
tion n months and vears.” he said

id "nations having
perseverance and high determination reach
their destination. Kash are COUrngeous as
wellasan oppressed nation.
More to read: Pakistan observes Youm-c-
Istehsal Kashmir today with pledge to support
the oppre:
The war of independence was fought in the

head

Ulema-

st xunllmnl for more than 200 v
"The idea of ??frecdom reaches lmnmm.
generation to another.”

He said the land of the Palestinians could not
be bought. The British allowed the Jews 1o
build settlements there under a fabricated
agreementin 1917,

d the resolution for the estab

shiment of
1 1940 In
me resolution, it was also said that the
Jewish setilements on the land of Palestine
wereille;

PTI to hold power show
in Swabi on Imran's one
year detention

Soon Times Correspondent

SWABI

With one year n detention of its founder
Imran Khan, the Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insal’

(PT1) will hold power show in Swabi to
c\q\rcsq

solidarity with him. The
ments for the public gathering h:

Ilwn finahised in Shah Mansoor Towr

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chiel Minister Al

Amin Gandapur will address the rally at 4pm,

for which lights have been mnstalled and a
huge stage have been set up.

Pakhtunkhwa Mili Awami Party chicf
Mahmood Khan Achakzai and other PTI
leaders inchuding PTT chief Barrister Gohar,
Opposition Leader m the National Assembly
Omar Avub Khan and Asad Qaiser will also
address the participants of the long-awaited
gathering.

31st December, 2024 Is The Last Date For
Submission of Statements of Assets/Liabilities
By Parliamentarians & Members of Provincial

Assembalies For Financial Year 2023-2024

Soon Times Correspondent

assetsand habilies —

(3) The Commussion shall, on

against for committing the

Islamabad (1) Every Member of an  the sixteenth da v.by  offence of corrupt practice.”
The Election Commission of  Assembly and Semate shall an order suspend the 2 The preseribed Form-
Pakistan draws the attention of  submit to the Commis: membershipofa Memberofan - B along with instructions /
the Members of the Parliament mber cach  Assembly and Senate who fils  guidelines prepared in this
and Provincial Assemblies o lement of  to submit the regard can be obtained free of

ubmit to the Election
Commissionby 31st December,
2024, vearly Statements of
Assets and Liabalities including
their spouse and dependent
children as on the preceding
thirtieth day of June on Form-IB
for the finaneial year 2023-24,
mandatory requirement
ection 137 of the to
ilections Act, 2017, which is
reproduced  below:-
Submission of statement of

g
Ez

and dependent children
ason the preceding thirtieth day
of June on Form B. (2) The

submit the req
statement of
*137. liabilities within the period  days
specified under sub-section (1),

and liabi

ilities of s day of January

assets and

Member shall cease to function
till he files the statement of
4 4) Where
M;mhu submits

material particulars, he may,
within one hundred and twenty
from the date submission
of the statement, be proceeded

cost from the Election
Commission Secretariat,
Islamabad, offices of Provineia
dlection Commissioners  of
pective: Province, Senale

Commission, on the first day of  a the  Seeretarial, National Assembly
January each year through a  statement of assets and  Secretariat and Secretariats of
press rel liabilities under this section  concerned Provi
names of Members who failed  which is found to be false in Assemblies. Moreov

can alsw be downloaded from
the P's Website i.e
Wavweep.gov.pk

Literary Grandees Condole
Poetess Farishta-e-Yazdan
On Her Father's Demise

Soon Times Correspondent
bad
The president of

[ameer-c-Nou  Adabi
sistantl and designer of

poet and writer Ms
Yazdan's father Syed Magbool Hussain
s passed away. The deceased had been il For
¢ V'S O 1 of the
ransplanted in Nishtar Hospital
Karachi. He was associated with the police

department.  Meanwhile, Senior Vice
President of "Tameer-e-Nou Adabi Forum
Pakistan” Syeda Sadia Amber Jilani, General

Secretary  Hafsa Faryal Baloch.
Yameen Sahar, T sh Tani, Haf
Aden, Sana Fa
and other offic

nd Secretary Information
kistan Journals Council Syed Anf Saced
i has expressed his heartfelt

to Farishta-e-Yazdan on th

India can't violate Kashmiris' rights by
abrogating constitution: Ishaq Dar

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

y Prime Minis and
Foreign Minister, Ishaq Dar
reiterated India couldn’t violate
Kashmiris rights by abrogating
the constitution.

Addressing the rally, in
connection with Youm-e-
Istehsal at Constitution Avenue
in Islamabad to register protest
ainst Indian  govemment's
illegal action of August 5, 2019,
1 status of
Occupied

O ticle 370 )
A of ils constitution
imed at changing the

Organization of Islamic en by the Indian
demography of Occupied  Cogperation (O1C) and  government five years ago was
Jammu and Kashmir Shanghai

e incumbent
government under the
leadership of Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif was fighting the
case of the people of
inte
including the United Natons,

appointed a repre

Islamophobia

hmir at
lforums

ational

Cooperation

t OIC has
ntalive on

highlighted

ed he issue of Gaza
ashmir in a glob:
and championed the cause, T

an open violation of the United
Nations resolutions,
Charterand its constitution,” he

minister insisted India
low foreign observers
es bei

ing
Indian
m forces in Kashmir, il
considered itsell
champion of democracy.™

Ishagq Dar said Pakistan will
continue o extend its strong
political. diplomatic and moral
support to Kashmiri people
tillrealisation of their
inalienable right to self-
determination as enshrined in
the United Nations Secunity
Couneilresolutions,

He said India cannot suppress
the Ireedom movement of
shm and should
anmounce holding a plebisci

¢ stressed that Ka
geographical and
ties with Pakistan
shmir was a jugular vein of
Pakistanand it will become part
of Pakistan

perpetrated by the

the UN

. They have prayed for the forgiveness
of the deceased, his high status in Jannah and
patience for the bereaved. They said that may
Allahmake the next steps of the deceased easy.
(Ameen)

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules For Today

Soon Times Corespondent

£ bad:

According to Islamabad E
Company (IESCOY's spokes
Maintenance/Development Work 15 in
process, Therefore power supply of below
mentioned feeders/areas will be temporary
suspended as per given schedule:

©On 06th August 202: om 08:00 AM to
12:00 Noon, Islamabad Circle, PC, TDCP,
MCM, Gharial, Kohala, Sunny Bank
Feeds From 06:00 AM to 10:00 AM.
Islamabad Circle. H-8/2, AG Mall
(Commercial) Feeders, Rawalpindi City
Circle, Gulzar Quaid, Gangal, Airport,
Khanna Road. Commercial Centre, Chakra,
Bajnval. ASTP. Qaziabad, Model Town.

A

Garhi Afghana, Pandparan, Veli, Gulshan
Schat, Sangj Shahullah Dutta, Paswal,
PM Colony, Malhwali. Mascod Shaheed,
Muslim Town Feeders, From 07:00 AM to
11:00 AM, Rawalpindi Cantt Circle,
Mehboob Shaheed, Park View, Pindi Board,
Jail Park, Car Chowk. Morgah, Park VIL\\
Fuji Foundation. Mohra Nagyal, W
r, AOWLIS, Rahmatabad-1
val Circle, Dhoda Feeder and
surrounding  areas will remain closed.
IESCO management apologizes to its
esteemed customers for the power outage. It
the work is completed ahead of time, the
power supply can be restored even before the
scheduled tine,




Nigerian protests
fizzle out after
deadly police
crackdown

Protests in Nigeria over the soaring
cost of living ebbed . with only a few
hundred people tuming out in major
! lnlluuml..l deadly erackdown by
forces nee the
ations began last week

g sands of people have
n 1o the streets in the capital Abuja,
s and other big eities during the
ardship and
h started on Thursday and
weremeant o continue until Aug. 10.

v International said at least 13
people have been Killed in clashes with
police since the start of the protests,
which were dubbed
"H#10DaysOMRa; Police put the
death toll at ving some of the
d by accidents and

ln\/l\'\ll{li’

two schools in Gaza Ln\ :

pcopli. while the military :meml it had struck g

ind centres, 1

Iu l least 11 the number nI schools
T

North Korea's Kim
oversees delivery of
new tactical ballistic
missile launchers
SEOUL

e g
ol tolls previou
unterritory

Iu.- number of martyrs in the massacre of the
Salameh and Al-Nasr schools' bomt has
Dozens were wounded,” civ
n Mahmud Bassal
Bassal smd most of the dead and wounded were
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un nd children L
oversaw  the d‘_h“_n of 25{} new He said the schools were housing Palestin
ballist displaced [rom their ]mmu in the ongoing wa
Imut-llm. troop: e

nisen to 30,

arown ol
between
Hezbollah.

en &
The launchers

) ¥ sumnier in Lebanon then

State media al attack Eatialion 2 [ to work! in

weapon personally designed by Kim and as command centre T France, said Joelle Sfeir
statement. On Saturday, a similar [sra B from the crowded Lebanon'

another school compound in Gaza City, killing at
to the civil defen
epeatedly aceus
civil acilitics as command and ¥
Tcutmy
control centres or lu lndn. their commanders and 3 sheadded
militants.

EIRUT (Lcbanon)
avellers waited in long
Im«.s at Beirut

cancelled
flights and fears have
all-out war
Israel and

B “I'm not happy to leave, [
id the whole

departures hall al Beirutairport
But "my flight was cancelled and I was
forced 1o book anather ticket today,

v trip short so I could find a light,"

\-----------------

Ll s

Gaza civil defence says Israel
strike on schools Martyr 30

1

Travellers rush to leave
Lebanon amid spiking tensions,
cancelled ﬂlghts

airport,

movem

PCB announces comprehensive
plan to improve domestic cricket

Initiative will offer players a platform to experience rigours and pressures of int'l cricket at home, says PCB chief

Islamabad

Sports Reporter

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
onMonday announced its decision to
launch Champions domestic
toumaments 1o revolutionise the
countr! isting cricketing
g

&

ap withintermational eric
peaking at a press conference at
mr\:\ Gaddafi Stadium, PCB
Nagyi said that the
nise the C|
()m Day Cup. T20 Cup
Class Cup which will bring together
the most talented and consistent
performers from domestic ericket

with llw board's centrally contracted
play

the board

The ummpnm:unm
has been owing to the
men's side's poor performa
mcm events including the A:
2 as well
lmnl this

ed to progress to the Super
e of the tourn:

held meetings with former cricketers
1o discuss various ma ineluding
domestic erickel, to improve the
*s enickel infrastructure and

Umar Butt

responds to Janat
Mirza's breakup
comments

ISLAMABAD
Sports Desk
The Paki; team secured a bronze
medal in the 15th Asian Men's UIS
Volleyball Championship. at Bahrain.
In a dominant lay of skill

teamwork. n triumphed over
Japan with a decisive 3-0 victory in the
lhml jlhu mateh. The set seores were
d 25-17. showeasing

LAHORI
Weh De:
Pakastam

imy perl e
Pakistan it he thind position am

breakup.

In a reeent parli countrics. including

i notable te 1

her relationship with Umar Buit Austral ¢
Arabia, 1. China,

she mentioned that she was not prepared for

&
and Kuwait. The victory
Medal but
ficant milestone for Pakist
ullulml. the growth and potential of the sport in ll\c
country.

The succe:

their relationship ended b
separation afler marriage would have been

“Despite endunn“
eventually wore th

sport’s popul
T hie

5.
and the Paki Volleyball

coaching stall,
Federation (PVEF),
Under the expert euidance of Head Coach Sace
Ahmed Khan, the team has developed into a

comments on social me: Un
responded indircetly to her statements.

attheir best onthe internationa
The support and leadership of Ch Muhammad
Yagoob. Chairman of the PVF.

rumental in promoting v
on and eflorts have si
rity and parti
nent is a reflection of the Federation’s

commitnient to developing
providing opportunitics for you
atthe highest levels

Pakistan clinches bronze
medal in Asian U18
Volleyball

formidable force in the Asian volleyball seene. The
cuai:lum: :lul]'< stralegic planni

d rigorous
| role in honing the
pling them to perform
sta

have been
Ileyball in Pakistan. His
tly inereased the
across the region.

volleyball talent and
thletes to compete

it
racli forces in support of afly Ham:
Palestinian
ober 7 attack on Israel triggered they
Gaza war. 1

e the

w

w

T
T

il

-

Iran-backed Hezbollaht
s traded near-daily fire \\|lhl

itant. grouy

to announce her running mate
alter conducting interviews with top
contenders at her Washington, D.C.,
residence over the weekend. two sources

Harri:
time ahead of her first public

Tuesday in Philadelphia, before they sta
cross-country
battleground states likely 1o decide the
election, the sources said

Harris closed out her
interviewing three top candidate:
Minnesota Governor Tim - Wl
Senator Mark  Kelly
Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro - at
her Naval Observatory

meeling candidates virtu;
said. Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear and

candida
Harris' search for a running mate beg:

The choice of
the most eol
political career,

Kamala Harris
To announce
vice president

ick before
battleground
states tour

WASHINGTON
Web Desk
Vice | nt Kaimala Harri: spected

Tuesday

ith knowledge ol the matter said

decision could be announced at any
appearance
ith the vice presidential nominee on

tour across sev

search by

U,
and

of Ar

oI

residence in

Washingtonon Sunday. the sources said
he vice pre

dent met with

linois Gov. 1.B. Pritzker were the other

mcontention for the job.

0, shortly afier

President Joe Biden withdrew from the

and endorsed herto replace him
UNNINg male v
quential decisions of Harris'
she hastily pulls

one of

Harms' shorthist included all white men

record of winning over rural, white

orindependent voters

Paris Olympics:

Djokovic

wins gold

after beating
Alcaraz in singles

PARIS.
Novak Djokovie completed his
carcer (mlduu \I.nn as ﬂm 37

Ah..l 2
men’s singles final h.luh. at Rul.:nd
Garros

Aflter heartbreak in Beijing.
London, Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo.
Dijokovie simply would not be
denied the one title that had eluded
him for so long, winning 7-6(3) 7-
6(2) in front of an enthralled crowd
on Court Philippe Chatrier.

Top seed Djokovie delivered one of
the finest performances of his
carcer o deny Alearaz and become
only the fifth player to win all four
singles Grand Slams and the
Olympie title

Nuﬂmr] ertook a backward step
in a ferocious contest in which the
first set alone lasted one hour 33
minutes as they wrestled for control
naseries of spellbind

fell to his kne
centre of the

before
climbing into the crowd to be

courl

mped by his family,
andteam.

While I)]ukm ic. the oldest play
to win the Olympic singles title
the sport ned 1o the
nes in 1988, s of joy
the 21 W
nconsolable after falling short of
adding the gold medal to this
vear's French Open and
Wimbledon crowns

Djokovie. had lost three times in
Olympi
knew arriving in Paris this was his
ce 1o fill the last
remaining space in a trophy
cabinet that cont o men's
record 24 Grand Slam titles

And how he ecarned 1t -
overtuming his erushing loss 1o
Alcaraz in last month's
Wimbledon final to become the

Alearaz eracked first in the ticbreak
and when another tiebr was
required to decide the second set.
again Djokovie again found
another gear, sealing victory with a
stunning forehand winner down the
line

Dijokovie roared 1o the sky and after
consoling Alearaz at the net he then

man to win the Olympic
gles without dropping a set
“It was an mneredible fight and |
had to play my best tenms.” an
emotional Djokovie told
Eurosport before the medals
ceremony lans
celebrated
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