Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)

Democracy better
than dictatorship
despite
shortcomings:
Khawaja Asif

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Democracy is h«.{lu( L

1 dictatorship  despite
tated Defence e
\nn.Un.Nulmnqln
ution should operate within its defined
as overstepping these limits undermines
v." said the minister.
He asserted the v ol parh
its role in lawmaking, with oths
with interpretation
[ you don’t support the system. don’t atiack the
II Constitutional limits are cros

nent,
itutions tasked

the situation in Palestine, he Lumt-.mm.d
eli atrocilies in Gaza, where over 40.000
just eight Lo ten months.
support for the

Achakzai
opposes anti-
India resolution
in National
Assembly

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party (PMAP) chiel
Mahmood Khan Ach: has opposed the
resolution against Indiain the National Assembly.
Al lution related to the amendment to the Indian
Constitution was presented in Pakistan's Natior
Assembly on Tuesday and was approved wi
majority vote.

Achak: aid the workers of the Peoples Party
made sacrifices for the constitution and
parliament. He said they would not let the House
proceed if'it continued on the same trajectory.
More to read: Indian Supreme Court endorses
Modi's decision 1o er s of Oceupied
Kashmir

d special sta

IHC seeks report on
Sfacilities provided to
Imran Khan in
prison

4

Soon Times Correspondent

report
provided 1o
ounder Invran Khan in
/\dl.slAJ.uL IIeIu..lnngluokpl before Chiel Ju:
Aamer Farooq who reviewed the petition filed
lawyer Azhar Siddique regarding the fa
ble to Imran Khan in prison.
asked the IHC to provide Imran Khan the
cordance with intermational and
prison mlc-. T'he court asked for a report covering the
past two weeks.
Chief Justice Farooq inquired about the specific
provided to Khan and suggested that the
uthorities should provide details on the

£ ble

Azhar Siddique informed the court that Imran Khan
was not able o communicate with his sons via
WhatsApp,
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NA approves Election Act Amendment

Bill amid opposition dissent

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

The National Assembly (WA} passed the
Election Act Amendment Bill with a

majority v esday, despite strong
protests and objections from opposition
parti

The session, chaired by NA Speaker Avaz
. witnessed heated debates and
uptions as the govermnment moved
rwvard will
The newly passed
Amendment Bill
on
barring them fi
party
clection
The bill further sta
do not submit it of party
afliliation to the returning officer will be
Lind tent Tt seek 1

cetion Act
imposes

m joining any political
fler o specified |1|.rmd post-

revious legislation that allowed
independents to affiliate with political

parties aflerelections.
During today's session, the Chairman of the
Affairs Standing Commiltee
il presented a report on the
endment Bill
introdueed for approval.
cd by a motion that the assembly
ningly supported. despite
sopposition.
The motion was infroduced by Bilal Azhar
K i. a member of the Pakistan Mushim
Nawaz (PML-N). which sparked
t fiic mihwppmumn

mg upenplu of the agenda, and chanting

Muhammail Khan: presenied
amendments Lo the bill, which was opposed
by the Minister of Law, Azam Nazeer Tarar.
The Minister argued that the legislation was
in line with the Constitution and not
uneonstitutio as alleged by the
Opposilion.

Opposition to challenge
Election Act Amendment
Bill in Supreme Court

vote carlier today, despite strong protests and

AMABAD:

n Tehreek
Bamister Gohar b
plan to chall
Act Amendment
independent candidates from joim
parties afler a specified po:
period—in the top court.

- (PTD)

In a statement delivered on the floor of the
National Assembly (NA). Gohar criticised the
erting that it undermines democratic

bl
principles.
The National Assembly

CJP Qazi Faez Isa

grants 31,680 sq ft

of federal land to
Balochistan

Chan
nnounced the opposition's
¢ the newly approved E
Bill—which prevents
ng political
-election

ection

(NA) passed the
Election Act Amendment Bill with & majority

objections from opposition pa
"This parhiament s ndeed supreme. but the
authority to mterpret lies with the Supreme
Court,” Gohar maintained.

He emphasised the PTI's commitment to
challenging what he deseribed as a "politically
motivated” piece of legislation

The chairperson  highlighted that PTI had
submitted four petitions to the Election
i istan (ECP) regarding reserved
g that their u.]m.h symbol was
UI\JH\ y n.‘muu.d n a cons to defeat the
party. “Our no were submitted,
but our electoral s 3
won witha two-thirds majority." he stated
PTI lawmaker Ali Muhammad Khan echoed
Giohar' . arguing that the bill was being
used toattack the apex court.

"The Supreme Courl granted us this right

ce

Government

Soon Times Correspondent
sk

istice of Pakistan (CIP)
Justice Qazi Faez Isa has
allocated 31,680 sqare feel of
era d to the
Balochistan government. o
mark the celebration of
Pakistan's 77th Independence
Day
In a letter sent via the Chiefl
Secretary of Balochistan, it was
ed that the land.
31680 square feet
and located adjacent to the
Quad-e-Azam Residency 1n
1, 1s intended to be used as
wironmental Centre for
benefit
I"hu. CJ expressed his desire to
offer the land license to the
provincial govermmentat no cost
and included documents

llmued that if the
federal government agrees, this
ift will be presented to the public
on the jovous occasion of August
14,2024
The donation of the land for the
Environmental Centre was
officially declared in the letter,
which was signed by both Quzi
Azmat Isa and Chief Justice Qazi
Faezlsa

JI announces nationwide shutter
down strike on Independence Day

@ Hafiz Naeem announces protests at Murree Road and Lahore CM's house on August 8 and August 11

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD:

JI Amir Hafiz Nacemur Rehman
shared his plans for a nationwide
shutter-down  strike, with a
complete countrywide shutdown
afler August 14.

During a press conference at the
party’s Rawalpindi sit-in,
Rehman announced that on
August 8, sil-in participants
would march on Mumree Road,
followed by a significant protest
the Chief Minister
n Lahore on August 11

and another in Peshawar on

review of certain agreements
with Independent Power

(IPPs) and
fore uditofall

Producers
demanded
agreements
Ihg.hlu.hlul the impact of
rising electricity bills on
household budgets, Hafiz
Nacem stressed that charges
should reflect the actual cost of
clectricity

He humorously remarked on

the disapp ce of the
government’s negotiation
committee, saying, "We might
have to advertise the

disappearance of the

government committee.”

He further noted that the

govemment was roubled asthe
n d

.‘\lldllul (. neral of Pakistan

the Chairman of WAPDA, the
Federal Chamber of
Commerce, and consumer
representatives,

Aurangzeb expects IMF staff-level
agreement by month's end

@ Finance minister expresses concern over country's rapidly llrnwmu population, describing it as ‘population bomb’

Sunn Times Correspondent
ce Minister Mohammad

.'\m.mu;.h on Monday announced
that the country is expected to sceurc
the Intermnational Monetary  Fund's
(IMF) staff-level agreement approval
by the end of August.
Speaking at an event in s
Aurangzeb emphas
importance of thi
Pakistan’s  economic \
highlighted plans for climate finance
discussions with the IMF and World
Bank.

Aurangzeb stated tha
among the ¢
impacted by climate ch:
following the IMF ag
approval, s will commence on

sel lo lake place
during the annual
meetings with the
IMF and World Bank
in October.

The finance minister

expressed con
over Pakistan's
rapidly growing
population,
deseribing 1t as a
"population bomb”
that has already
exploded

m

He stre: ed the necd Ior effective plans

nd control population growth,

)

emphasising the importance of
collaboration with iternational
tions for climate finance
e highlighted the collaborative

ate change

etforts between the Mimistry of Finance,
the Ministry of Climate Change. the
IMF, and the World Bank to develop
effective strategies for climate
financing

b underscored the importance
of improving the monitoring of chimate
change projects with the support of these
organ 3
The finance min
private sector invelvem
the country's economy and d\.u.lupmg.
climate change policies
ngzeb pointed out the need for
better economic conditions  through
budget and tax m:
forms, and
1o addr the challenges posed by
climate change

also uullud for

g




Azma Bokhari made T
a surprise visit to DGPR

L

Lahore: Punjab Information
Minister Azma Bokhari made
a surprise visit to DGPR at the
start of office hours yesterday.

She visited all DGPR offices
and inquired individually
about the nature of the staff’s
work. She checked the
attendance of officers and
employees and directed all to
be present by 9:00 AM.
Additionally, she instructed
Deputy Director Admin
Siddique Kyani to personally
submit the daily biometric
attendance by 9:30 AM.The

Iftikhar Uddin Anjum

The political landscape of
Pakistan is often characterized
by a vibrant and at times.
tumultuous relationship between
the government and various
political entities. One such
entity. Jamaat-c-Islami (JT). hasa
long history of activism and
political engagement in the
country, Recently. the party has
ramped up its protests against the
government, raising significant
questions about the future
political dvnamics in
Pakistan Jamaat-e-Islami,
founded in 1941 by Maulana
Abul Ala Maududi. is one of
Pakistan's oldest and most
influential Islamic political
partics. The parly has always
positioned itself as a vanguard of
Islamic principles and social
justice. advocating for the
implementation of Sharia law
in the framework of
Pakistan’s constitution. Over the
decades. J1 has beenavocal eritic
of various governments. whether
military or civilian and has
consistently pushed for reforms
aligned with its ideological
leanings.Although J1 couldn't
show it's much power by ballet
box which is much necessary o
raise a stronger voice against any
settled government but under
supervision of Hafiz Nacem it
shows a strong mob-protest,
Now doubtit seens JI's rebirth it
seems emerging as new political
force  with good public
acceptance and it seems it can
mobilize a significant number of
peaple any time. If it continues
it's stance it can raisc may give a
though time to government. The
recent surge in protests by
Jamaat-c-Islami is primarily
driven by multiple grievances
against the current government,
Some of the critical issues
include. One of the primary
accusations leveled by J1 against
the government is cconomic
mismanagement. Pakistan has
been grappling with significant
cconomic challenges. including
high inflation, increasing debt,
and a devaluing currency. The
party claims that the
government's policies have
exacerbated the financial plight
of ordinary Pakistanis, pushing
many below the poverty line
Jamaat-c-Islami has been
particularly vocal about the
rising cost of living,
unemplovment. and the lack of

has

adequate social safety
nets.Corruption remains a
perennial issue in Pakistan's
political discourse. JI leaders
have accused the current
administration of rampant
corruption and failing to take
substantive action against those
involved in corrupt practices.
They argue that this corruption
not only undermines public trust
but also diverts resources away
from critical sectors such as
healthcare. cducation. and
infrastructure Jamaat-¢-Islami
has also criticized the
government for its perceived
lack of transparency and
accountability. The party has
called for more robust
mechanisms 1o ensure that
government officials are held
accountable for their actions
They have demanded reforms to
strengthen institutions like the

Judiciary and anti-corruption

bodies 1o ensure they operate
independently and effectively.As
a party rooted in Islamic
ideology. Jamaat-c-Islami  has
raised concerns over what it
perceives as the government's
failure to uphold Islamic values
and principles. They have
criticized policies that they
believe are inconsistent with
Sharia law and have called for
more significant efforts 1o
promote Islamic education and
cultural practices.The protests
organized by Jamaat-c-Islami
have taken various forms. from
rallies and sit-ins 10 more
extensive demonstrations across
major cities. These protests are
significant for secveral
reasons:By organizing protests,
I aims to galvanize public
support and highlight their
grievances on a national stage.
The large turnout at these events
suggests that their message
resonates with a  significant
segment of the population,
particularly those disillusioned
with the current state of
affairs The protests serve as a
means to pressure the
government into addressing the
issues raised by J1. By creating a
visible and vocal opposition, the
party hopes to compel the
government to lake action,
whether through policy changes
or more substantial reforms.For
Jamaat-c-Islami. the protests are
also an opportu 1o strengthen
its political position ahead of
future clections. By positioning
itsell’ as a defender of public
interests and Islamic values. the
party aims to atract voters who
are dissatisficd with the current
government. The ongoing
protests by Jamaat-c-Islami
could lead to several potential
outcomes, cach with significant
implications for Pakistan's
pelitical landscape. One possible

Minister expressed
dissatisfaction
performance of the digital
media department and
instructed them to become
more proactive. She also
visited the daycare center and
clearly advised the women
working in the Information
Department to report any
issues directly
Furthermore, Azma Bokhari
mandated
action to improve the
cleanliness conditions within
the office.

with the

to her.

immediate

outcome is that the government,
in response to the sustained
pressure from JI and other
opposition groups. might offer
concessions. These could take
the farm of poliey adjustments.
increased efforts to combat
corruption. or initiatives aimed at
economic relief. Such
concessions could help defuse
tensions and placate the
protesters. at least
temporarily.Conversely, if the
government fails 1 address the
grievances raised by Jamaat-e-
Islami, the protests could
escalate. This cscalation might
include larger demonstrations,
strikes. and increased civil
disobedience. A prolonged
period of unrest could destabilize
the govermnment and create a
more volatile political
environment. The protests could
also lead to a political
realignment. Jamaat-c-Islami
might seck alliances with other
opposition parties 1o create a
more formidable front against
the government. Such alliances
could alter the balance of power
and potentially lead to
significant changes in Pakistan's
political dynamics.In a more
extreme scenario, sustained
protests and political pressure
could lead to carly clections. If
the government pereeives that it
has lost the mandate of the
people. it might call for fresh
elections to seck a new mandate,
This outcome would depend on
various factors, including the
intensity of the protests and the
response of other political
actors.In the long term. the
protests by Jamaat-c-lslami
could lead to broader discussions
about governance.
accountability, and the role of
Islamic principles in Pakistan's
political system. Regardless of
the immediate outcomes, these
protests have the potential to
shape the natienal discourse and
influence the direction of future
policies and reforms.The
prolests by Jamaat-e-Islami
against the Pakistani government
underscore the deep-seated
frustrations and challenges
facing the country. Whether
driven by cconomic woes.
corruption. governance issucs, or
religious concerns, these protests
reflect a broader desire for
change and reform, The potential
outcomes of these protests are
varied. ranging from
government concessions 1o
political realignments. and cven
carly elections. As Pakistan
navigates this period of unrest.
the actions of Jamaat-c-Islami
and the government’s response
will play a crucial role in shaping
the country ‘s political future.

Pakistan's
Digital Future

A delegation of Huawei Pakistan
Ethan Sun, CEO Huawei
Ahmed Bilal Masood. Director

Board & Deputy CEO: Mr. Yushaoning, Vice
CEOQ: and called on Planning Mi

Professor Ahsan Igbal in his
M

day.In the meeting. Huawei’s latest
Pakistan
discussed. The Planning Minister had
proposed. in his previous meeting with

ation inilialives in

Huawei deleg to initiate Isl

Pakistan: Mr.

led by Mr.
Subsidiary

ster
office on

were

bad as a

model smart city. emphas

importance of digital infrastructure provision
for the new age cconomy. The delegates
updated the Minister about their team’s

progress on our projects and va
initiatives. The mecting  delib
digitizing education infrastru
providing access to smart devices
in underprivileged areas.The

| Maryam Faisal |

I4th August marks an
important day in the history of
Pakistan. We successfully gained
independence from two entitics:
the British colonial mle and
Indians (the Hindu majority). The
mission was to sirive as a
sovereign state to accommaodate
people of diverse religious
backgrounds under onc flag
following the rules of Islam. There
were several sacrifices made to
build this nation into a home
where losses were faced, setbacks
were experienced. we physically
got the independent state we
needed but it was not long before
geographical independence was
no more a help for survival and
growth. Pakistan lost strength in
ils cconomic and financial
foundation, Where does our
cconomy's independence stand.
Above all this, where is our
mental independence. have we
gotten so used to the servitude?
Where do we stand if we have not
golten over the old wavs, as a
nation there scems lo be no
direction which led the confusion
for initial years of independence.
There was a dilemma between the
efficacy of old British rules and
policies or to seck potential in our
own governance. Neither we left
the old wavs nor have we
adamantly relied on our own,
remaining ina fix. Although there
were religious parties that stepped
into the arena of politics to direct
Pakistan under the appropriatc
laws. This did not last for long
anyway because soon the clites
and rulers were indulged in
corrupt practices and vested
interests. Regression
began!Economic crises  pecked
whilst our institutions entangled
themselves in grafting and
frandulent activities to corrupt the
svstem. Qur enthusiasm as a
nation led us to preserve and build
upon the institutions that were
inherited from the British. We
somehow initially maintained our
national organizations like TDCP,
PIDC. PETAC. research.
institutes, agricultural
universities. petroleum
scientific research
ies. and agricultural
institutions. However it wasn't
long before all started
deteriorating. The biggest
cconomic crisis developed by all
odds through corruption
moreover the fact that there are
more expats than natives.
(Wikipedia contributors. 2024)
over 10 million Pakistanis live in
forcign countries, where they
contribute and earn for the local
government and economy. Out of
which 5-6% is not just the labor
class, it is in fact a brain drain of
Pakistan who have been giving

izing the Appreciat

transformat

rious other
crated on
cture and
to students
Planning

commendable.™

Minister mentioned ongoing education
reforms, which include establishing smart
classrooms as one of the priority arcas.
Huawei officials apprised the minister that
the company has online Learning
Management System Under the smart class
room initiative. students from all across
Pakistan can be trained for new ICT courses.
Tt was further discussed that E-government is
a much neceded project created to meet the
target of making the government paperless.
g Huawei's plan for digital

n in Pakistan. Ahsan Igbal
stated, “Only a robust digital cco-system of
learning. innovation and efficiency can make
Pakistan capable of meeting 21st century
digital needs. Huawei's collaboration to build
a digital future for Pakistan is

Its 14th August, are we

independent today?

their part o the industry of
doclors, scientists. leachers,
business men/women and other
professions for the outside world.
further weakening Pakistan's
potential in the global market.Had
we continued working on
infrastructure. education and the
Jjob market, world for us as
citizens would have been different
rather more secure in contest to
future prospects and carcer
oppertunitics of an individual.
Can we forgel the most crucial
factor influencing the downfall of
Pakistan’s economy. population?
Population increased over all.
from left to right and center. No
avenues 1o cater additional
personnel’s educational and
profiessional needs was created for
new majority entering the market
every vear. Crisis kept sinking
deep while the milers of power
deepened their pockets. The
structure of class has been re-
classified with cach tier
undergoing a shift in their level of
standard. The rich becoming
richer and poor drowning in
poverty. masses have been poorer
than before. the standard classes
of lower. middle and upper have
had a shifl, Lower class has
expanded to phase oul muddle
class henee creating another level:
upper-middle c¢lass, This
previously consisted of the upper-
class. Therefore, upperclass today
is the clite who are now also the
ruling class, Ruling classes only
work for their vested interest but
little contribution has been
brought by a litle percentage ol
middle class, These are the people
who work tirelessly 1o 1y to
sustain the vanishing discipline in
the industrial society. Morcover.
duc 1o alack inacumen. analytical
and eritical thinking skills, the
lowerclass is unable to pour much
of their endeavor into the
economic flow. Thus, becoming a
partof instability and unrestin the
society: corruption, crime and
violence. A huge gap has added
more lengths to the ali
class difference making
impossible for the socicly and
economy to work in sync. The
circular flow of income has
toppled its way, it should be a pass
down from elite to working class.
however it is not the case.We are
inan era of IT, Supply chains, and
artificial intelligence. Evervthing
around the world has transitioned

from physical infrastructure to
digital platforms. incorporati
techmical aspects for virtual
interactions.  Consequently the
people whe are leaving to prefer
life outside Pakistan are the ones
embracing change and want to
evolve while the ones remaining
to operate life under their
conventional methods are living
traditionally. Despite being an
agri-fricndly country blessed with
land full of natural resources
available for another several
decades the world outside
Pakistan has evolved, towards
antomated and hybrid systems
especially in agriculture. We have
vielded onc third produce from
acres of land while other countries
in this business have advanced
remendously  including  China,
Ukraine. Cambodia, Turkey.
India, and Vietnam, showing little
1o no progress (World Population
Review, 2024).

We are the Nokias and
Kodaks of the world. Just like
them, P an did not innovate
their wavs and remained at the
bottom. while others rose to
heights we sat rubbing our hands
into old dirt rather than slepping
up for evolution, The elites resist
change becausc external
involvement into their sysiems
eventually call for scrutiny which
ruling class and clites have
avoided throughout their tenure.
Morcover the absence of family
planning and population
awareness is over consuming the
existing extracted scarce
resources bubbling poverty due to
the nature of it being unfulfilling
for the entire population. These
are the same resources we
consumed in the carly days of
independence and now per head
growth in numbers and consumers
have crossed the line of
accommodation insucha way that
even cultivation land has been
under jurisdictions for residence
and not agriculture. The thirst for
money has no end. truly. Hence.
Pakistanis leaving to work and
scitle abroad secking efficient
professional and effective
personal growth, what does my
govermment do to abstain students
like myself from abandoning our
home land to live life owside the
deprivation of education, job
opportunities. potential
ibility of resources and a safe
ngenvironment.




i SOON)
g TIMES)

Khawaja Imran Nazir Inspects
Under-Construction Govt Nawaz
Sharif Cardiology Hospital

Doctors suspect
Renal issues behind
Asad Umar's

Soon Times Correspondent Nazir also inspected the

Sargodha ongoing construction and deterloratln health
Provincial Minister for repair work of three g

Primary and Secondary government hospitals in

Health Care Khawaja Imran Sargodha, He serutinized the
Nazir paid a surprise visit o quality of construction ‘vﬂunhmctl K
Sargodha on Tuesday on the malerials among other issues IL;\‘II‘I(L;II;}“K L

instructions of Chief Minister
Punjab. Ile inspected the
under-construction

On this oceasion. il was
informed that the construction
and repair work of DHQ, TB

Former federal minister
Asad Umar on Tuesday

iddenly faced health
erment Navaz Sharif Hospital and Government | g Gnlis appearance in
Maula Bakhsh Hospital 1s in courl

at a cost of Rs83
85% of the work

According o Umar’s
counsel, the former
minister felt pain in his
heart. Umar was taken
towards the car al the main
from where he was
shifted to hospital
Pakistan  Tehree
(PTI) leader Zain Qu took the former
I“Illl\ll.f lu il'll. Pu u.nh]nﬂmllc of Cardiology

emergency, offices and
residences are being
constructed in the hospital
under construction al 97
Kanal. OPD will be functional
in May while the hospital will
be fully functi
December 2025

provineial minister said that
Chief Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Shanif’ will
the official foundation
stone of the hmpll.nl soon
Heart Hospital is a gift of

by PML-N to the people of
The Sargodha. Khawaja Imran

the wrdmInL_\ hospit
construction at a cost of 19
billion rupees is gomg on
vigorously. All the allocated
funds of Rs 9 billion 86 crore
have been released for the
current vear. He [further
informed that OPD,

completed. On this occasion,
Secretary Health Al Jan, CO

Health Dr. Asad Aslam, MS
Dr. Mushtaq Bashir Akif and
Principal Sargedha Me
College Prof. Dr ri
Faroka werealso with him.

Pakistan Is Not Complete Without
Kashmlr' Mohsin Shirazi

should actively participate in solidanty
with them. Muniba Safdar Malik said that
the martyrdom of a Hurr activist like
Burhan Wani is a proof of India's brutalis
Our nivers come to Pakistan from Kashmir.
Kashmins want to join Pakistan. Maria
Rasool said that the international media
should raise the voice of the rights of
Kashmiris. Shalid Akbar Advocate
that Muslims are being oppressed ir
India as well Hindwsm is flourishing
under the patronage of Narendra Modi
Shahzada Imran K
of s relativ

cases.
Doctors kept the former PTT leader in the

=

Unit

where he  underwent
ed that the patient
was perfeet but he
s blood pressure

Care.

ry
e noted that Umar appeared before
tatter expiry of s bail n the My 9

ies due Lo which
\Im]spud and he fell unconseious

SN GPL Dtsconnec;ed |
8,722 Connections & ,
Imposed Rs 176.13 !

|

Million in Fines Over
The Past 04 Months

Soon Times Correspondent

e

um, Mumh.n

Preside i
President District Rasool and others also

argodha Mohsin Furthermore, 3,450 domestic melers were

Shirzi has said that Pakistan s not : Mohsin  Ind sion. Indian army impose: Lahore: disconneeted for tampering, while another
complete without Kashmir. The world Shirazi further said that India is violating terrorism on Muslims by firing whenev In a robust effort to combat gas thefl, Sui 4,979 connections were vered due 1o |
knows the freedom spirit and bravery of human rights. The United Nations should  wants. The program wa " Northem Pipelines Limited (SNGPL)  violations related to meter tampering and
Kashmiris. He expressed these viewswhile  play its role in this regard. Dr. Haroon Al-  Fareeha Kanwal under the special direction | | 1S execuled extensive raids across Punjab,  bypass or fake meters. Additionally, 264
discussing in the program organized onthe  Rasheed sum said that the people of irector Ghulam Abbas while Kiyer | and e wae. for the usc of

the past four months. This operation |

compressors. SNGPL has booked a total of
resulted in the disconnection of 8,722 illegal 53.203 HM® of volume against gas thell cases
gas connections and the imposition of fines  and imposed fines amounting to Rs 176,13
totaling Rs 176,13 million. During this  million on the culprits. The company’s
period. SNGPL disconneeted 19 regio have been proactive, lodging
commercial and special dom i t Inform:

meter tampe
connections were lermina
usage via bypass or

981st Annual Urs
Celebrations of Hazrat
Data Ganj Baksh Will

Youm-e-Istehsal Kashmir in Radio

Kashmir are fighting for our survival, We i was the program engineer.

Pakistan Falah Party Is Struggling For
Public Welfare' Nasir Abbas Qadri

u-‘)heyauhqu -

for illegal
fake meters.
Seon Times Correspondent
Lahore:

bread from the people. People are forced
to starve. The Members Assembly was
Senior Vice President of Pakistan  presided over by Syed Rashid Ali
Falah Party Punjab Province North  Gurdizi. the president of PFP Punjab
Nasir Abbas Qadri Advocale has said ~ North Province. While the chief guest
that Pakistan Falah Party is struggling  was Chairman Pakistan Falah Party
for public welfare and public rights.  Amanat Ali Zaib. Central and provincial
We thank the participants for coming  leaders of Pakistan Falah Party from
10 the Members Assembly of Pakistan  across Punjab and scholars from different
Falah Party Punjab North Province.  walks of life specially participated in the
He further said that the exwravagances  Members Assembly.
of the rulers have taken away cven the

LHC seeks responses to
PTI's Aug 14 rally request

Petitioner urges court to overturn the administration's refusal to grant permission for the rally

Soon Times Correspondent
LAHORE

The Lahore High Court (LHC)y has sought
Il respondent parties by
ding the P
sal’ (PTI) request for
permission to hold a rally at Minar-e-

responses from a
Wedne:
Tehreel

tanonAug 14

Justice Al Bagar Najafi presided over the
ring of the petition filed by Akmal

was .1 n\il\lmllluiml and democratic nl_hl

tan

of every politi
the court 1o ove
refusal to grant permission for the rally.

I party. He further urged
urn the administration’s

During the heari Jmln,n N.l]‘ll!

d the district admini s
L.m\m asking how they could prevent
pulmull activities and whether they had
established any policiesregarding rallies.
Justice Nagqui remarked that he could not
simply aceept a refusal (without logical
reasoning) to permit the rally.
Consequently, the LHC directed the
deputy commuissioner of Lahore and other
relevant parties o submit their responses
to the PTI's req; for holding a rally at
Minar-¢-Pakistan

PMD predicts more rain in
various parts of country

Soon Times Correspondent
SLAMABAD
Pakistan

more rain windstorm/th
in Sindh, Balochistan,
Pakhtunkhwa, south and
Punjab, Pothohar region, Ka

hours.

Heavy falls are 1i
places m northe:
Balochistan, upper
Pakhtunkhwa, Northeast
Pothohar region and Kashmir.
Asper synoptie
currents, continuously penet

Meteorological
Department (PMD) has predicted
ershower
Khyber-
upper
shimir
and Galgit-Baltistan during next 24

at isolated

0N, SIFOnE Monsoon
ing [rom
Arabian Sea in central and southem parts
of the country, entered mto the upper

and south
ndh. upper Khyber
Punjab,

flooding in local nul
Hilly areas of Dera
Barkhan, Musa Khel. Loralai,
Harnai, Kohlu, Dera Bugti, Thal
Nasirabad, Jaffarabad, Kalat,

Torrential 7aine may gensrate Mash
hs and streams of
i Khan, Zhob.
ibbi,

lezd.n r.

Lasbella. Awaran, Kech. Panjgur.
Jacobabad. Quamber Shahdad Kot,
na, Dadu, Lmhlmro Murm.

. Swabi, (Eu}r:\l
and Kashmir.

Heavy downpour m
floeding in low lyving of
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Sialkot,
Bahawalna Bahawalpur,
R1_| npur. Rahim Yar Khan,
Shikarpur

use urban

uy cause road elosure at the
hilly areas of Khyber
alliyat, Kashmir
an during the wet

\nlm.nl:h
Pakhtunkhwa, Murree.
and  Gilgit-Balu
period

Start From 24th
August: Syed Tahir
Raza Bukhari

Soon Times Correspondent

Lahore

The three-day Urs eclebrations of Hazral Data
n Bakhshwill start from August 24 and will
end on August 26, Apart from nmmmnl
personalities of the federal and provi
governments, a la ||u|nl\srn1 domestic and

cial

review meeting ol celeb tionsolt Wmhrcn y
Urs of Darbar Hazrat Data Ganj Bakhsh
Khalid Mahmood Sindhu and Administrator
Augal Data Dai ahid Hameed Work,
ul'l-ser\ from Pol ° Department & I

Am]mn

departments. The meeting was informed that
multiple of celebrations including Mahfil-c-

for the prosperity of homeland and uni
ss of Muslim Ummal shall resume
He further

ponsibilitics inclu
and will re 24-hour monitoring of
i with the help of securily
agencics, CCTV cameras. metal detectors and
other modern devices. The stafl of the Food
Authority will use speeial mechanisms for fool
proof ¢he I malk points
established. He said that special passes will be

Health. raflic, Rw\.ln. 1122,
WASA. and many other
departments  participated 1 the meeting
Administrator Augal’ Shahid Hamid Virk gave
a detailed bricfing about the events,
arrangements and responsibilities of the

ued to val . media reg s and
other service providers
mtimated that Data Darb: and adjacent
will be exempted from load shedding for 3
SPCity said that 1300 POLICE personnel n
uniform and plain elothes will be on daily duty
during 3-day Urs celebrations.

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules For Today

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

According 10 Islamabad Electric Supply
Compan 2O)Y's spokesman,  System
Maintenance/Development Work s in
process. Therefore power supply of below
mentioned [t will be tempo
suspended asper given schedule

©On 07th August 2024, From 08:00 AM to

de

12:00 Now mabad Cirele, Upper Topa,

ata, % Dhala Feeders, From 06:00

AM 1o 10:00 AM. s Circle, Lohi
sahia 1 & 11 Top City, Mumtaz C

Feeders,

-17/1&I11. Nao

R

Ipindi City Circle,
nch Bhatta, 6th Road,
Garden 11, River Garden, Ra
Altock Cirele, Dar
Rawalpindi Cantt Circl
Dhok Awan. Mohra Nag:

Officer Colony,

managem || apologizes to its ulu.uu.d
customers for the power outage. If the work is
completed

ead of time, the power supply
can be restored even belore the scheduled
time
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US State
Department
endorses formation
of interim govt in
Bangladesh

WASHINGTON
The US State Department expressed
its support for the establishment of an
interim government in Bangladesh

In a recenl press i
Department spol

5 Si
person M thew
Miller stated that the US was closely
monitoring the situation in
Bangladesh, where several lives have

been lost in recent days.
He emphasized the need for thorough
d transparent invest

\quxl with llu people of

and stressed that the
[ power should be in
accordance with the Bangladeshi
constitution.

Israeli forces kill
At least eight
Palestinians in
West Bank clashes,

medics say

Web Desk
Isracli forces killed at least four people
in the volatile city of Jenin in the
occupied West Bank. medics said on
Tuesday. following a # c

whicl
near
Jordan

our others wej
5. close to the border \\|I]|

nilitary said itconducted two
f'llL irikes in the West Bank
ngarmed men, but gave no details,
inian Red Crescent confirmed
that four people were killed in the strikes
. one of the
n the West
Bank. Another person was critically
wounded

The strikes came during an operation in
Jenin in which footage shared on social
media showed a m mn of armourcd
personnel carriers city and

armoured bulldozers dnéa.ms uproads

H

Bangladesh dissolves parliament
in face of students' pressure

President Mohammad Shahabuddin has dissolved the Bangladesh Parliament
Lebanon's Hezbollah

DHAKA O
Web Desk

President Mok i Shahabuddin of Bangladesh |

I dissolved the Parliament Iinl'lu\\mg_ the ©

Harris readies a
Philadelphia rally
to introduce her
running mate. But
her pick is still
unknown

WASHINGTON

Vice President Kamala 1 |rr"
troduce her new running.
nng in }‘hs!ad;lphn — but
mere hours away. her choice

trioof

jov. Josh
" Mark Kelly and
Walz, but decisions
beyond thataren’t yet publicly known.,
Harris™ campaign planned to make the
announcement via video message before
the rally. though the exact iming remained
url person involved in
the planning who spoke on the condition of
anonymity 10 detail discussions occurring
behind ¢losed doors.

Doing so would be similar to how then-
candidate Joe Biden revealed Hams as his

vice presidential choice during the

Prime Vini dmihu‘]‘ll‘l‘a:t:; e 0 e H launches drone attacks On | pandemic-marred presidential race of
Alter 1 signation and her fleeing the 2020,
movenment rejected any military- Itwll mark vet another major milestone in

supported government

sed an ultimatum, demanding

sof the -clmiull movement, Nahid L,
;lhmmd and Abu Bakr Mazumdar

video message proposing a [ramework for an

§.I|\‘£III\IIL‘I]I led by Nobel laureate Dr. Muhammad atac

Yur
]‘I{IME MINISTER FLEES COUNTRY ”
Following violent protests that resulted in over 300

posilion as prime minister, ¢ v chiel Weqar Uz
Zaman announced the formation of an interim
govemment.
On Monda:

location

hos!

e

|Ll l‘.\l\!h.'th ﬂl|l. of |
Amy Chiel Zaman had also met leaders of political
parties and ¢ivil society, indicating that the interim
government would be established soon. He had also
planned to meet students and teachers as well.
According to the Indian media, the re:
minister of Bangladesh had applied for political
asvlum in the UK, while her sister, Sheikh Rehana, ﬁb

.,

Ppor ts;&

* WebDesk

* but wamed that
retaliation for Isi
commander last week w
Hezbollah
igned from her = agtack drones
Acre in northern Israel attacked
an Isracli military \gku\.l\. m :mc\lllu

= The Isracli military said a number of
rones were identified crossi
1)

oastal city
V footage showed one impa
ra bus stop ona main road outside

turned out tobe a fal;
foree struck two I
ed pime , south lev.innn

é Israel, says more to come |

armed group Hezbollah
series of drone and r-»‘?ml

d
Killing ol 4 109
etiocome.
id it Jounchéd a sw of
L o mnlmn E

-

3I| ywbiz

PM Shehbaz felicitates Arshad Nadeem
on qualifying for Paris Olympics final

Pakistan athlete hurled javelin to a distance of 86.99 meters and qualified for the final round

ISLAMABAD

Sports Desk

Prime Minister Shehbaz S
Tuesday congratulated P:
athlete Arshad Nadeem on qualifying
for javelin throw final at the 5
Olympies.
The premier ina statement said Arshad
Nadeem had won hearts of the entire
nation with his outstanding
performance and hard work

Shehbaz  Sharil also prayed and
expressed good wishes for the success
of Arshad Nadeem in Olympies 2024.

Appreciating Arshad Nadeem for the
promotion of j

in throw game inthe

o -thal pasds 16 be developed
urther
The prime ministe
will
.uthh.lu. participating in mtun.umn.»\
level competitions,
Earlier in the day, Pakistan's lone
medal hope, Arshad Nadeem, hurled
Javelin to a distance of 86,59 melers
and qualified for the final round of the
event.

the

Wagqar Younis'
appointment as
adviser to PCB
chief challenged
In LHC
P_f

LAHORE (Web Desk) - A petition
filed in the Lahore High Court (LHC)

the appointment of former skipper
Younis as adviser to the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chainnan.

Acitizen, Mashkoor Hussain, moved the high
court through hislawyer Nadeem 8
federal government, PCB and You
beenmade respondents in the case.
The petitioner argued that the appoiniment
was made in violation of law as no
advertisement was released for the
He has pleaded the high court to d
appointment of Wagar Younis as adviser to
PCE chairman nulland void,

(Web Desk)
Ireland  women  have na
squads for the upcoming
and ODI series against
Lanka.

Laura Delany will lead Irs

i
with two T201s to be plaved on
11 and 13 Augustin Dublin

It will be followed by three
ODIs. all played in ‘Belfust

\\-(:mm'-('!mmpm\hlup

Ireland will be looking to lift
th Ives from the bottom
on in the peints table. They currently have 2

()I)I

P
ofboth :\u \qundw
T201Squad

ira el

ny (c). Ava

NOME

Reilly. Alana Dalzell, Amy Hunter, Arlene Kelly,
Gaby Lewis, Jane Mag
()rla Prendergast.
RebeceaStokell

quad:
Laura Delany (c), Av

Ireland announce squads for
upcoming bilateral engagements
against Sri Lanka

»T20

re, Cara Murray, Leah Paul,
Una Raymond-Hocy, Freya

anning. Alana Dalzell, Amy
1

could be tipped into full-blown
following vows by Hezbo
Hezbollah commander
ad by Iran o fespond to um!

¢
I hma-.
AHezbollah source told Reute
res| s

ran last week of llu.‘
alestinian militant  group”

Shukr has not yet"

four people \\u»!
on a home in the

then
Democratic race against Republican

Harris and her ranning
next five days fyir

battleground  states
Claire,
. Wednes

the barely two weeks since the vice
president moved to take over the top of the
Democratic
November’s  election

icket heading into
She has been
bling to build out & campaign since
and to breathe new life mto the

Donald Trump.

second gentleman Doy

and herNo. 2 pick are set to appear together
for an cvening rally in Philadelphia,

1 joint 2020 appearance by Biden
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Likewise, in 2016, newly selected running
mate Sen. Tim Kaine of
withHil

nton in Miami
day trip 10 Pei

housands of miles
around the country,

touring eritical
They'Il visit Eau
Wisconsin, and Detroit on

Record-breaker
Duplantis soars to
Olympic pole vault gold,
Hodgkinson wins 800m

PARIS
Armmand Duplantis soared over his
rivals in clinching back-to-back
Olympic pole vault crowns on
Monday with a new world record
Keely Hodgkinson won Britain's first
gold of the Paris Games on the track
witha sensational 800m linal victory
Swedish star Duplantis cemented his
status as the greatest pole vaulter in
history with a superb display,
blowing the roof off the Stade de
nee with a world record-breaking
final leap of 6.25 metres.

The 24-vear-old Duplantis,
popularly known as "Mondo”, is the
lirst man lo win consecutive
Olympie pole
USA's Bob Ricl 1
the feat with victories in 1952 and
1956

In perfect, warm conditions in Paris,
defending champion Duplantis never
looked like being threatened by his
nrivalsas he elinched victory
The only suspense in a domin:
performance was whether the US-
born Swede could break his own
world record to crown victory:

He duly delivered with his third and
i npt, beating his previous
best of 6.24m to deafening roars of
appreciation from the Par

alter

crowd

American Sam Kendricks won
silver with a best of 5.95m,
Greeee's Emmanoul Karalis taking
bronze (5.90).

"What can I say? [ just broke a
world record at the Olympie
biggest possible stage for a pole
vaulter.” Duplantis said after his
imeredible performance.

"The biggest dream since a kid was
to break the world record at the
Olympics, and I've been able 1o do
that in front of the most ridiculous
crowd I've ever competed in front

On the track, Bri
distance nnner Hodgkinson
ended her long wait 0 ¢ ptun. a
major global championship utle
with gold in the 800m
Hodgkinson, who had claimed
three consecutive
the Tokyo Olympic
the World C|
and 2023, led from star
win in Imin 56.72sec.
Ethiopia's Tsige Dugunia elimed
silver in 1:57 15 and Kenya's
Moraa took bronze (1:37.42).
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