Every ‘destined’ matter has a ‘set’ time to transpire. And you will soon come to know.(Al-Quran)
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Azma's fake
video: TikToker
held, PTI worker
among six
booked

Soon Times Correspondent

LAHORE

The FIA Cybererime Wing on Saturday arrested a
TikToker and regisiered a case against six people.
including a PTI woman worker, for allegedly
uploading and sharing a fake objectionable v mco
featuring Punjab Information Minister Azma
Bokhan.

TikToker identified as Muhammad Shafi
been arrested from Gu
and sharing the fake cli
Prel Ay 1|1\'csuga

ion has revealed that the
accused was in contact with PTI Secretary
Information Racof Hasan, the FIA claimed.

According to an FIR. PTI worker Falak Javaid
allegedly circulated news about the fake clip

before it went viral on social media,

The other accused nominated in the FIR i
Hassan Toor, Shahab-ud-Din. Asma Tabasui
Muhammad Shafiq.

Mohsin Naqvi
honours police
sacrifices on Police
Martyrs Day

Soon Times Correspondent

ISLAMABAD

Federal |I||\.[H\l’ Minister Mohsin Naqvi stated that
Day is a day to remember the

I)u}'. Minister
of all police

have alwaysbeenat the forefront in combaling erime
He praised the exemplary services of police acrossall
nlaining peacy
owledged that police officers and personnel
ade si;mf it contributions in the fight
. inseribing their names in history
with their precious blood. “Martyr SSPAshrafMarth,
Martyr Captain Mubeen. and all police martyrs will
forever remainalive in our hearts,” he smd

Federal government
is accountable to
public on expensive
agreements with
IPPs: Barrister Saif

Soon Times Correspondent

PESHAWAR

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Advisor Barrister
Muhammad Saif argued that the government was
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Punjab government to provide
interest free loans for homes

LAHORE

arys

projeet.

special ses

appro

SoonTimes
Correspondent

Punjab Chief Minister
“Haw:

e
“Apni thwl Apna Ghar®

Maryam Nawaz chaired the

on the projec!
ons were granted

Housing Seeretary
captain Asadullah Khan
@ave a detailed briefing on
the project in the meetin

The PITB will
ial portal for 1
. Apna Ghar' project,
and eligible

he forms for the program could he obtained from AC, DC

could submit
% :

uumhn for the

o review the
d

marlas plots could

retired

owners would get

A
AP iners
candidates Tl ar

The Forms for the program
could be obtained from the
assistant .md \Iupul\

tion,
Owners of one to five

erest free loan. On the
cion of Punjab CM.

loans with easy

ground and three-story
ap: nl on government
land, and ty study
would be concluded soon
‘P allottees would
three and five marla hous
n private schemes and pay
stalments of lo n

their

;mbm

e charges for loans and
the government will pay the
on the loan
pavme through
microfinance organisation:
st Model homes have been
built under the pilot project
CM Marvam Nawaz has
dirceted to include the
room in the map of model
houses,

get an

inter

PC-1 has l'n.u\.lppm\ul for

PM pays tribute to Shaheed
police officers, personnel on
Youm- e-Shuhada-e-Pollce

d down their lives to seeure

nation.” PM Office Media Wing,
m a press release i Urdu
hnl.u'lgc quoted the prime

[Iu further said that the entire

nation was proud of its martyred

police personnel and  saluted

them on their sacrifices

he prime minister said that it
s the government’s

es nn\lhlhl\ to ]mk .lllcr the

Soon Times Correspondent
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sunday paid tribute to the martyred police officers
and personnel and said that their sacrifices in line
of duty and eradication of crimes were
unprecedented

On the Youm-e-Shuhada-e-Police, the prime
minister said that the day reminded them of the
our and bravery displayed by the police fore
“Inthe fight against terrorism, the police force had
always plaved a leading role and police persomnel

govemment would ta
provision of education and health facil
children of shuhada, adding that the bereaved
families would be taken every possit

martyred police pcr:.unm.].

d brighten the future of

allegatio

Rawalpindi

Web Desk

Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insal’
(PTI) founder [mran Khan
has responded (o
corruption allegations in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa by
forming a three-member
commiltee to review
governmental matters.

The move comes after
provincial ister
Shakeel Khan raised concerns
about corruption in the
provinee,

The commiltee compriscs
former Governor Shah
Farman. Qazi Anwar. and
Anti-Corruption Advisor
Musaddiq Abbasi.

Their mandate is to thoroughly
examine the operations of the
K-P government and provide a
detailed report to Imran Khan,
Confirming the formation of

Imran Khan forms
committee to review
corruption

ns in K-P

the commitiec. Shah Farman
stated, "The three-member
committee has been established
under the guidance of our
founder. and we will strictly
nd!wnc to the dircetives issued

Th:s dc\clop:ncn.l follows a
meeting between Minister
Shakeel Khan and Imran Khan,
during which the minister
expressed concerns over
on within various
ial departments.

PPP calls for National Assembly dissolution,
fresh elections amid political tensions

I PPP Secretary General Nayvar Bukhari emphasizes need for a fresh mandate if government feels ‘threatened’

Soon Times Correspondent
slamabad

5!
The F an Peoples Party (PPP)
has urged the federal government to
dissolve the National Assembly and
hold new elections amidst growing
political tensions:

This ad
Secretary

from I‘I'l‘

ce came

2OV ..nmh:m feel:
In an interview a_private
television channel. Bukhari stated,
If the government
threat, it should
assembly and

initiate

new

elections.”

He suggested that Prime Mi
Shehbaz Sharif” s
advisory 1o President Asift Ali
Zardari 10 dissolve the ass
and pave the w
Bukhari expressed coneerns about
the government’s reluctance to
communicate its i with the

PPP. “PPP is dy to strengthen
the govemment in Parliament, but
it should del something

meaningful. President Zardan has
repeatedly stated his willingness
to mediate discussions and play a
constructive role. but there must
be a willingness 1o engage in

dialogue,” Bukhari said
He cautioned th v derailment
of the political system could harm

the country
The PPP leader also reflected on
the part nee of the

accep
clection results
reservation:

cspite having
We accepted the
election results with reservations.
If we hadn't supported the PMI-
N. would the y nent and the
Chief un\ office be
functioning toda he
questioned, underscoring  the
PPP's role m stabihzing the
government

Govt says judges' dissenting notes cast doubt
on SC reserved seats case verdict

Info minister expresses concern that decision could set a precedent for members to freely switch party affiliations
FAKIS 1A ‘

SoonTimes Correspondent
ISLAMBAD:

Federal Minister for Information and
Broadcasting. Ataullah Tarar, has
raised concerns over the recent
Supreme Court decision involving
the Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI)
and theall of reserved seats.

accountable to the public on expensive

withIPP: cad of berating the KPgovernment.
KP information advisor lashed out on the federal
government, staling, “The fake govemment is

mhivmp_. pt.(\p]b lhrnugu the upumiw agmumnts

he!

ed that the federal government
was hiding its poor govemance through allegations
on the KP government by federal ministers and
advisors.
Barrister &
border challenge
responsible foradm
of borders.

During a press conference in Lahore,
Tarar highlighted the dissentil
opinions of two Supreme Courl
Judges. Justice Aminuddin Khan and
Justice Nacem Akhtar Afgha
have cast doubts on the
verdict

Tarar criticized the Supreme Court's
delay in issuing a comprehensive
written deci: asking, "Why have
the remaining
theirwriten opinions yet?"

He noted that the dissenting ]ud"cs
have d that impl

decision might require suspending
certain constitutional articles. amove he
deemed problematic.

crossing"

The mllllSI(:I' x:l<|bor1lcd on the PTlseats.

the impli of the noles.

questioning the potential for "floor-
if members of the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) were to occupy

"Is this not a violation of Articles 62

qual

and 637
constitutional provisions 1

Tarar asked. referring to the
t outling
5.

cations for parliamentars

He also expressed apprehension about
the decision setting a precedent for
future political manocuvres, where
members could  freely
affiliations,

"The dissenting notes have put a big
question mark onthe n
Tarar stated. empha:
clarity on the constit
issues raised by the judges.

Tarar warned that suspending
constitutional articles to facilitate the
decision could underm
legal framework. "If the impression of
unilateral relief from the Supreme
Court's dcasmn persists. it will damage

switch  pany

jority decision."
ng the need for
ional and legal

e Pakistan's

d the rule of law." he
the potential legal
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POLIGE MARTYRS

he said that SSP Ashraf Marth,
Captain Mubeen, and all police
martyrs are always alive in our
hearts and will remain so. The
sacrifices of police martyrs are
invaluable which can never be
forgotten. Interior Minister
stated that on Police Martyrs'
Day, we express solidarity with
the families of martyrs. He
emphasized that we stand with

Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi has paid rich
tribute to the great sacrifices of
police martyrs on Police
Martyrs' Day. He said that this
day is a reminder of the
unforgettable sacrifices of
brave police personnels who are
the pride of the entire nation.
Interior Minister said that police

officers and personnel have

always been at the forefront in
curbing crimes. He praised the
exemplary services of police
forces in all provinces for
maintaining peace and order.
He also acknowledged the
sacrifices of police officers and
personnel in the war against
terrorism, saying that they have
written history with their
precious blood. Furthermore,

the families of police martyrs
and will also be there for them.
He said that welfare of the
families of police martyrs is
responsibility of the
Government. Interior Minister
reiterated that a true nation
always honors its martyrs. He
underscored that there will be
no compromise regarding the
honor and respect of martyrs.

Pakistan is facing a
serious problem with high
electricity bills. The sharp
increase in prices is causing
financial hardship for many
households and businesses.
People are finding it hard 10 pay
their bills and arc asking the
This

situation is pushing some familics

government for help.

and businesses 1o the edge.
worsening poverly and
unemployment. and causing
unrest in society. The government
needs to act quickly to fix the
power sector, renegotiate unfair
contracts with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs). and
ensure that electricity is
affordable and

evervone.Every Pakistani has a

reliable for

question in their mind; why are
electricity prices so high, and why
do they suddenly shoot up? To
address this question. we musl
understand how our ruling clite
made poor agreements for
electricity production to meet the
needs of Pakistan,

This began in the 1990s when the
government of Pakistan

introduced a new power
production policy known as [PPs
(Independent Power Producers).
Before the 1990s, the government
managed necarly all power
generation. All power generation
and transmission were managed
by WAPDA. In 1993, many
economists and the government
of Pakistan suggested privatizing
the power scctor. Consequently,
they created the IPP policies, in
which the government privatized
Karachi Electric and established a
policy that encouraged inveslors
to invest in building power plants.
To ensurc privale investment.
they created contracts that
guaranteed investors a profit in
dollarterms.

The government also

ensure that inputs like fuel prices
are decided by government in a
proper exchange rale and the
prices of clectricity buying by
IPPs.

government pay capacity charges

In addition. morc the

(investment) to investors. In
capacity. include cost of land
purchase. design, installation,
taxes, insurance, debt servicing.
administration and return on
equily, They government make
such a plan in which government
pay subsidics lo privalc investors
from public taxes. These new
power plants enhance the power
generation  capacity. Now  the
electricity power generation
capacity of Pakistan is 41557
MW. Nevertheless. the maximum
demand is only 31000 MW. So
their is supply high but demand is
low. Further. more the important
thing is that transmission and
distribution capacity of Pakistan
is only 22000 MW to supply
electricity to peoples. Its mean we
can make clectricity 41 thousands
MV. Butour distribution capacity
to customer 1s only 22000 MV,
We cannot distribute the
electricity that we produce. As a
result. the government of
Pakistan pays heavy capacity
charges to IPPs from public
taxcs.The total budget of the
Pakistani government is 18,887
billion PRs for the financial year
2024-25. in

which the

government allocates PRs 1,094

trillion in subsidies to the power
scclor. The government provides
subsidics to IPPs to help keep
electricity prices low. For the

financial vear 2023-24, the
subsidy was PRs 584 -13824.
Additionally, an interesting point
is that the capacity pavments Lo
IPPs are linked

indexation. which means that the

o dollar

paymenis increase when the value
of the rupee decreases against the
dollar. This has been criticized as
it leads to a significant burden on
the govemment and ultimately
the consumers.,

Due to the agreements
with Independent Power
Producers (IPPs). Pakistan has
become one of the most

expensive countries in the region

in terms of electricity costs. This
high cost of clectricity is driving
up production expenses for
industries across the country. As a
result. Pakistani exporters are
struggling to compete in the
global market because their goods
are becoming too expensive. This
situation is leading to potential
cancellations of export contracts.
as international buvers are
starting 1o overlook Pakistani
products in favour of cheaper
alternatives from other countrics,
The high electricity costs are not
only affecting domestic
ng
Pakistan's export-driven

consumers but also  harr

industrics, which are crucial for
the country's economic growth.
Therefore, it has become
necessary for the government to
provide electricity at lower prices
if they want to enhange their
cconomic conditions.

The government should
urgently rencgotiate the capacity
payments with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs). These
pavments are a major burden on
the cconomy. as they require the
govemment to pay for electricity
thatmay noteven beused. leading
to excessive costs. The
government should retire all
power plants that run on furnace
oil. LNG and imported coal. as
they produce extremely
expensive electricity. There are
approximately 22 such plants that

generate clectricity at rates

between 40 1o 55 rupees per unit,

which is unafTordable for most

consumers. These plants are not

I Dr. Mulanunad Akram Zaheer I

The recent European Union
clections have delivered a diverse
faceted outcome.

and mu
reflecting the complex political
landscape across the continent.
There are total number of seats in
the European Parliament. which is
720, The seats are divided among
various political groups, ecach
represented by a different
colorThe largest group is the
Europcan People's Party (EPP),
which holds 189 seats. This group
has experienced a decline of 13
scats from the previous
parliament. The Progressive
Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats (S&D) holds 135 scats,
showing a decrease of nine
scats.Renew Europe (RE) has 79
seats. with a gain of 23 seats. The
Greens/European Free  Alliance
(Greens/EFA) has 53 seals, gaining
Il seats. The European
Conservatives and Reformists
(ECR) hold 76 scats.
increcase of 19

with a
significamt
scats. Identity and Democracy (1D)
holds 38 seats. losing nine
seats. The Left has 37 scats, gaining
Iwo seats,Non-Inserits (NI), a
group of non-aligned members,
holds 45 scats. with a decrease of
17 scats. There are also 46 scats
classificd as 'Others.' representing

various smaller parlics and

cost-effective and lo
the financial strain on the encray
sector.In the end, the government

should invest in improving the

power transmission
infrastructure. Enhancing the
transmission system would

increase power consumption
efficiency and boost productivity
across the country. This would
also reduce the need for high
capacity payments. ultimately
benefiting Pakistan's cconomic
stability.These measures are
crueial to make clectricity more
affordable. reduce financial stress
on the government, and suppor

the broader ecconomy.

P

Germany. the largest
country by population, has the
96. The
distribution includes significant
representation from EPP. S&D,
and Greens/EFA France has 81
seals. with a notable presence of
the National Rally party within
the

most seats with

ID group. as well as
significant representation from
EPP and S&D.Ialy holds 76
seals, witha strong showing from
ID. EPP. and S&D Spain has 61
seats. witl

1ajor presence from
S&D and EPP. Poland. with 53
scals. shows a strong
performance from ECR and
EPPOther countrics such as
Romania. Netherlands, Belgium,
and Greece have varying

. || The New Composition of European Union

distributions. reflecting their
unique political landscapes.

The overall voter turnout
for the European Union elections
stands at 51%. indicating that just

over half of the cligible voters

participated.Countries with the
highest voter tumout include
Belgiumand Luxembourg. where
voling is compulsory. showing
nearly 90% participation.Other
countries with high turnout
include Denmark, Sweden, and
Germany, all with over 60%
participation.Conversely. some
countries such as Slovakia,
Slovenia. and Croatia have lower
lurnout rales. ranging between
20%and 40%.

The European Union
election results reveal several
important trends and insights into
the current political climate
across Europe:The Greens/EFA
group has seen a notable increase
in scats, reflecting growing
support for environmental issucs
and sustainability across
Europe.Renew Europe (RE) has
also gained seats. indicating a
shilt towards centrist and pro-
European Union policics. The
EPP and S&D remain the largest
groups in the European
Parliament. despite experiencing
some losses. Their continued
dominance highlights the
ongoing support for traditional
et and center-left
ideologies. The ECR and 1D

gro

ps have made significant

gains, particularly in countries
like Poland, laly, and France.
This trend reflects the rising
influence of right wing.
nationalist. and Eurosceptic
parties across the continent. Voter
tumoul vanes widely belween
countrics. with some showing
strong engagement and others

lagging behind. High turnoul

countries withcompulsory voting
laws suggests that such policies
increase

may effectively

participation.

The results of the
European Union clections have
several implications for the future
direction of the EU:With the
increased presence of
Greens/EFA and Renew Europe.
environmental and centrist
policies are likely 1o g
attention in the European

more

Parliament, The continued
strength of traditional partics
ensures that issues like cconomic
stability. social welfare. and
integration will r¢main central to
the EU's agenda. The risc of right-
wing partics poses challenges to
the EU's unity and its pro-
Europeanagenda. Addressing the
concerns of nationalist and
Eurosceptic volers will be crucial
for maintaining cohesion within
the union.The varyving voler
turnout rates highlight the need
for strategies o increase political
engagement and participation
across all member states. This

could invelve educational
campaigns. reforms to make
voling more accessible. or
considering compulsory voling
laws.The changing composition
of the European Parliament will
affect the balance of power and
the formation of coalitions.
Collaboration between different

political groups will be essential
for effective governance and
decision-making

The recent European
Union elections have underscored
the diverse and evolving political
landscape across Europe. With

ficant gains for the Greens.
liberals. and right-wing partics,
alongside continued support for
traditional partics. the results
reflect a complex interplay of
idcologics and prioritics. As the
European Parliament moves
forward. it will face the challenge
of addressing a broad spectrum of
issues while navigating the
dynamic  political environment,
The varving voter rmout also
cmphasizes the importance of
fostering greater political
engagement among EU citizens to
ensure a truly representative and
robust democratic process

The

composition of the European
Parliament will affect the balance

changing

of power and coalition formation.
Effective governance and
decision-making will require
collaboration between  different
political groups. The election
results underscore the diverse and
evolving political landscape in
Europe. with significant gains for
Greens. liberals, and right-wing

parties. alongside continued

suppont for tradit

nal parties. As
the European Parliament moves
forward. it will face the challenge

of addressing a broad spectrum of

issucs while navigating a dynamic
political environment,
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JI's sit-in against inflation continues for 10th day

@ Two rounds of negotiations hetween Jamaat-e-Islami and government cnmmmees have so far failed to produce any results

Soon Times Correspondent
k.‘\W/\l PINDI:

sit-in of Jamaat-c-Islami (JI)
against inflation and exorbitant
power bills has entered in 10th day
inRawalpindi

sing the workers in
Rawalpindi. senior JI leader
agat Baloch demanded forensic
dit of all the agreements signed
with the Independenmt Power
Producers (IPPs).

“Pal 18 facing polit
constitutional, parliamentary and
democratie enises these davs.”
said Liaqat Baloch
The government |
and inst; is rampant i the
country, he added

He was of the view that people
L k of life have

lost ats writ

remains st Participants
were served naan and hot halwa
for breakfast
Two round:
between  Jama
government committee:
for failed 1o produce o
Deputy Amur of Jamaat-c-|
Liagat Baloch. 15 expecled 1o
announce the party's next steps in
apress conlerence.

Jam mi has declared that
the sit-in will continue until their
demands are met and may extend
the protest nationwide
Meanwhile, one side of Murree
Road remsains open for traffie, and
business activities conlinue as
usual

Previously, JI posiponed the sit-in
scheduled for August 2 at D-
Chowk in Islamabad. It was

ny resuls,

due to the observance of Ashura,

He smd that conswlerng the
requests from scholars and the
security situation du
Muharran, J1 decided to postpone

handling of electricily
ning they have shaken the
country. He highlighted that the
middle clas:
particularly  di

and traders are
L wilh no
¢ spared by the

government'sactions

The J1 leader warned of worsening
cond in the coming

citing the recent increase in

commercial electricity rates by
Rs8 per unit. He questioned how
eeonomie improvement could be
achieved under such
noting tha

even

agreed that the rally would be held

onJuly 26 now,

According 1o sourees, Interior

Minister Mohsin Nagvi contaeted

the leadership of Jamaat-e-Islami,
the of

residential a

reliel.

The JI leader

instead of the s

camps would be held in all eities
he country on July 12, with

as are nol receiving

nnounced  that

n, profests and

thesit-in,

further sit-ins in various cities on

During a press conference 1n
Lahore on Thursday, JI leader
\ Ravalpindi, o5, Rel
the determination of the protestors that the

l)c.-.mh. cloudy :.k:s.
nt weather

-in date was ¢k

July 14 On July 24, convoys from
different cities will head towards

Local Body Elections Should Be Held
Immedlately In Punjab: Ali Asif

SoonTimes Correspondent non-holding of local body elections. T will

Sarpodha raise my voice in every forum inside and
Member of Provincial Assembly of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal’ Ali Asif said duri a

001 as possible so
meetng with the representatives of Shaheen
Regional Network that people’s problems
should be solved at the local level For this,

development and welfare works ean be
implemented at the local level. The
Conshit 3
basic principles of poli
shall have loc:
Court of the country

enshnnes i the

that our country
s, The Supreme
s interpreted Article

tely. He further said that the people
are deprived of their representatives due to

governr

7 of the Constitution to mean local
r the federation and
¢ 1404 of the Constitution

the provimeial governments 1o

governments 1

establish local goven

nents. Despite
ons, the abse
Punjab

are cause

clear constitutional re:

of elected local govemnments

in ele

the eontinuous delay
of concern

New Gwadar International
Airport expected to become
operatlonal on August 14

14, with all preparations
nearly complete

Pr Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is likelv to oversee
the soft ich of this
plicant projeet.

A special Pakistan
International  Airly

heduled o be the

nd at the New Gwadar
International Airport.

Soon Times Correspondent
rking a lustorie mmuusl for the regron.

ISLAMABAD!
The New Gwadar Inte

Constructed at an estimated cost of
Rs34.98 billi the airport features

runways built to nternational standards,

ional Adrport is
expected o become operational on August

capable of accommodating large aircrafl
suchasthe Airbus A380

The Gwadar Intemational Airport 1s a key
project under the China-Pak
e Cormidor (CE

an

Feono

and represents
it milestone in the collaboration
ul Pa
| Avi 5
irport in partnership wath

istan. According to

on Authority
constructed
Chines
Curres

Tls.

e exy

lv. only four per cent of the
operational section remans mcomplete.
Other development projects related to the
airport are expected 1o be finished by
December 20235

“Soon Valley Literary Society” is actively
engaged in a tree plantation initiative.

Soon Times Correspondent

Khushab

A poetry event of “Tree Plantation Campaign 20247
was held by the “Soon Valley Socict
the second phase of this initiative. we are.
fortunately, starting to plant trees in the Soon Valley.
The saplings were provided by young pocless
“Marvam Awan” from Naushcra. The socicly’s
administration extended their gratitude and
congratulations to her for her commendable
contribution. They expressed their happiness at the
enthusiasm shown by the vouth and girls of the Soon
Valley to take action. We arc hopeful that, with Allah
Almighty s grace. Soon Valley will once again thrive
and flourish in the coming vears. and that the trees
we are planting will benefit future generations with
their shade. We pray that Allah Almighty grants us
success in our mission and rewards evervone who
has played a part in this tree planting campaign
(especially Maryam Awan) in afterlife. Ameen
Sum’Amcen

SNGPL East Region
Takes Major Action
Against Gas Theft

Soon Times Correspondent
Lahore

In a significant of
s theft, a

apainst g
commercial consumer  on
Band Road, Lahore, has been
caught stealing gas worth
millions of rupees through a
direet bypass. During
ation in front of the

thell was dete
lireet bypass. The
consumer  had

connected a direet bypass

from the serv

line using

. and was usil

the site. The consumer involved in gas theft

en fined Rs. 325 million. Legal
rs against those mvolved in the gas
theft have also been mitiated. SNGPI
commulted to ensurm, e and relable
delivery of natural gas
company remain vigila
fraudulent activities that thres
operations

has
n two 0 steal a larger quantity of

gas, the consumer was

also using o large

is

compressor This substantial gas theft was
monthly loss of millions of rup
onal exchequer. The Special
Force swiftly acted,

the

causi
the 1

network. The
gainst

IO

disconnecting
commercial meter. Evidence of the direct
bypass and compressor was recovered from

Punjab on high alert as
PDMA issues flood warning

Soon Times Correspondent
Islamabad

Punjab’s Provineial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) has issued
warnings about high to
extremely high flood levels
on's hill torrents
due to continuous rainfall in
the mounts

nd the national interest

flooding

Emergency
control room stafl’
have also been
instrueted 1o st
vigilant, ensuring

in the reg lion.

si
PDMA's disaster

unous arcas of

h-¢-Suleiman ~ from Reseue 1122
The PDMA spokesperson stated that the water have been placed on high alert, with DG
flow is inereasing steadily. prompting wrgent  Kathia emphasising the importance of
alerts to local authoritie: sufTicient fuel stocks for rescue operations.

Director General Irfan Kathia of PDMA has Healso urged that citizens be kept informed of
instrueted relevant administrations to remain the current situation to ensure public safety,
onhighalert Further, the evacuation of people and livestock
1has been issued to the C from riverbanks is a priority, and Kathia has
of Dera Ghazi Khan and district stressed the need for effective communication
commissioners to prepare for polential  ofsafety measures tothe public

IESCO Power Suspension
Schedules For Today

Foundry, SH Steel, Sadig Steel, SES, g
awalpindi City
-Block, Bani,

Soon Times Correspondent
Iskmabad Ghee, U-Phone Feede
According to Islamabad Electric  Supply Circle, Katarian, Holv Fi
Company  (IESCOY's spokesman,  System 4th Road, I-14/3 T . Rawalpindi Canut
Maintenance/Development Work is in Circle, Zaraj.l & I1. IST. Dhok Awan, Mohra
s. Therefore power supply of below Nagval, NPF-Il Feeders, Chakwal Circle,
mentioned feeders/arcas will be temporary ikral. AlQaim Mill, Dhoda Feeders
nded as per given sehedule irrounding areas will remain closed
On 05th August 2024, From 0600 AM to IESCO management apologizes lo ils
10:00 AM, Islamabad Cirele, T&T. Angoori, esteemed customers for the power outage. 1f
Sohdran Road, Ghori

Sharifabad, Burma, Khanna Dak, L
Peer Suhawah, Bari Imam, Kha
LL T & 101, Warid, Old P

en,  the work is completed ahead of time. the
i Bhir, power supply can be restored even before the
n Igbal, scheduled time

N, Ittihad

Industr




Philippines,
Germany commit to
reaching defence
pact this year

MANILA

The Philippines and Germany on
Sunday committed to sign
defence cooperation  arrangement
this vear. vowing to stand !"or the
international rules-based order in the
Inde-Pacific region.

German Defence Minister Boris
Pistorius and his Philippine
counterpart Gilberto Tendom

10

relations between their armed l'arccs
to expand ftraining and bilateral
exchanges. explore opportunities to
expand bilateral armaments
cooperation and engage in joint
projects.

France invites its
citizens to leave
Lebanon due to

military risks

Web Desk

France has invited French citizens in

Lebanon to leave the country due to a
nisk of military e: n the Middle
L

Ihc French foreign minisiry reiterated
that 1t advised U»nch ciizens agamst
travelling to Lebanon

Air France extends pension of
flights On Saturday, Air France said it
and its affiliate Transavia were further
their suspensions of {1
aris and Beirut until at

and Lebanon,
ssible regional
of senior

acli-occupied
Killed 12 children and
which Isracl and the United
ed on Hezbollah

50 killed in Bangladesh clashes

as protesters push for PM to resign

Vielence broke out when student groups p

DHAKA
Web Desk
At least 50 people were killed and dozens injured i
clashes in Bangladesh on Sunday as police fired tear
2as and lobbed stun grenades 1o disperse tens of
ling for Prime Minister

The unres
down interne s nee deadly
protests when Hasina won a fourth straight term in
Junuary ¢lections boyeotted by the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
Two construction workers were Killed on their way to
work and 100 injured in the central district of
s clash of protesters,
s said,
ﬂ with bullet
. the

d Abu Hes
ndent of the distric s}
fired any bullets, however,
when some improvised explosives were detonated
and thy turned into a battleground

Violence broke out elsewhere in the South Asian
nation, as protesters blocked major highw
Alleast Lhn:c people were killed and 50 m} red in lhr.

andalised the capital's
J.Iim Shul.iu Mujib Medical College
s student protesters launched a non-co-

Pakistan's Nasir ] Iqbal cllnches Bega
Open 2024 squash title in Australia

KARACHI
Pakistar
Nasir Iqbal |

second-
with an 11-6,

refleets
s prowess

P
court
He

tested against nuntas for HIWI!HIIIIEIIUGIIS

! Palestinian kl“S two, wmmds two '

in stabbing attack in Israel

L HOLON, Israel - f

people and
. Wounded iwo
others in a

. Holon,

ned squash pla
s added another
to his cap by clinching the Bega Open
2024 ntlein Australia
Igbal triumphed over Hong Ko
d Matthew La
1-

1. which only lasted for 24
the
nd skill

ow has won four out of his last
five tournaments and is now slated to
partintournaments in Mal
akistani player’s vietory comes

A Palestinian
attacker killed two

bbing spree in
central Isracl on
Sunday before
bein, e.lmld‘.ad by

aeli

The stabbings
took place during
morning rush hour
in the

stabbed people near a

I's ambulance

Two senior ns. & man and wom:
were killed and two other people wes
wounded and rushed to hospital, medical
officialssaid.

« "The terrorist w.

quickly d by

olice were ™
and '““cl

statement that the stabb
atural response”

one of our officers at the scene and

prevented him from carrying out an even

p(akc:qmrsnll El

olice

afier he secured his p
after defeating Swit
T Gadola 3-1 in a thrilling
mateh.

In that mateh,
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levelled the mateh in the

al

his
the next

showeased
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nd 3-11

climbing consistently
nd is currently

sia

the final
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prowess by
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ory withscores ol 6-11,
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leader, Ismail Il.:mn.h 11\1
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e slop :lmd short of cl
r«}sonswluhl\ for Sunday's attack.
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dola
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Squad for Pakistan-
Bangladesh Test
Series expected to
be announced till
Tuesday

LAHORE

The PCB selectors are expected o
onal squad for the Pak
desh Test series on Mon \
consultations are
ongoing between Cricket Advisor Wags
Younis and the national team caplain and

¢ P
to formand fitn
Sources suggest that Mohammad Ilum s

likely to be included in the
However, Fahim Ashraf,
Ayub, and Nauman Ali

66
o plice, while Thamis

] possibility of
Sahibzada Farhan in the squad.
regarding Aamer Jamal and Hasan Al will be
made alter assessing their fitness,

The gladesh team is scheduled to armive in
Islamabad on August 17, with the Test series
between l’<|k|-!1|| and Bangladesh set to begin

her in her
v won 9th usl(l

Adding yet another fe
swim  Led
medal in 800 metres

Ledeeky powered to a fourth str
§00m Olympic freestyle title to equal the

WOl athlete in any sport.
Soviet Union gymmast La
30 yearsold recor

W

Ledecky
became th hlcte who

won nine gold medals inthe hi
Olympies.
She has dominated in lhu 800m sinee
winni
London G
was pushed all the way by Aust
Ariarne Titmus. the defence of her crown never truly
looked in danger
The 27-year-old hit the wall in Smin 11045
wis (8:12.29) and the United Stat
Madden(8:13.00)

k

ory of the

“I felt confident comi
fough nomalter W
“1 just had to stic!
my training. trust that 1 l\mm how to race 1l

US swim star Katie Ledecky
makes history at Paris Olympics

old drew her level with Former Sov

that many fitles

had 2
4x200m fre
freestyleinPar

tyle relay and bronze in the

No other won
difl

mnast Latynina as the only women ever to
¢ swimmer the sport has seen

already won the 1500m and earned silver in lhv

n swimmer has won gold at four
d that was the

Sports Desk
The father of the Algeria

broke

e OV

her gender,

ghter honoured his family

i_mdmr cligibility te:

era

at the Paris

400m

the northern Algerian city of

1 boxer,
Imane Khelif, who is participating in
the ongoing Paris Olympies, finally

sil the criti
dirceted at his daughter regard

ing

erming the attacks targeting Imane

This debate arose after Italian boxer
Angela Carini exited the mateh

at the
International Boxing Association
(IBA) World Championships. She
was, however, allowed to partici
mes by

International Olympie Committee.

In an interview at his simple.
cinderblock home on the outskirts of’
rel,  alsothe Arabchampion,” she

her father said he was proud of his

Ukrainian drones and
missiles kill 3 in Russia
and Crimea, after
bombing of Kharkiv
leaves 3 dead

CARACAS

housands of Venezuelans 1
the South American country
as President Nicolas
2,000

over ils

contested cleetion,
Maduro told supporters some
people had been arrested during protests
against theresulls

Venezuela's electoral authority, blasted by
crities as g the ruling socialists,
proclaimed Maduro the winner in last
Sunday's vole, saving on Monday he
obtained 51% compared to 46% for he
authority reaffirmed a similar margin on
Friday.

The published ¢ sparked
widespread allegations of fraud and
protests.  Subsequently security forces
cracked down on protests which Madu
government labeled part of
US-backed coup.

his time there will be no forgiveness,"
Maduro told supporters at a rally in
Caracas, where he said some 2,000 people

avor

ion.

had been detained in connection to

“erimes” during the protests. He pledged
“masimum punishment.”

Maduro's supporters said they were
defending democraey
¢ here heeding the call of our

o defend  democracy.”
J\"l\.dl! Valera, president of Venezuel
Fontur uni r

who taok 1

govemnment caravan in Caracas, told state
television

opposition supporters
hed to demand justice, buoy
presence of leader Maria Corina

who emerged from hiding on § \
join her demonstrations on the streets of
Caracas.

“Just as it ook us a long time fo
electoral victory, now comes a stage that
we take day by day. but we have never
been as strong as toda Machado
told supportersinCa
Supporters were happy to see Machado in
the streets after the leader said i a
Thursday op-ed for the Wall Street Journal
that she was in hiding and feared for her

never,”

Imane Khelif's

father defends

daughter amid
gender eligibility

daughter and backed her to win a
medal forallofAlgeria

"Having such a daughter is an
honour because she is a champion.
1 she honoured me, and [ encourage
her. and 1 hope she will get the
hesaid. "Imaneisa
rl who has loved sports

the father — Amar
— shed light on athletes with E
ifferences of Sexual Development howed her
(DSD) competing in sports is our family
competition, ing that his 2. 1999,

Imane Khelif, female, It is wrilten
here: it: this document
doesn't lie,
Khelif fell foul of IBA eligibility
rules that prevent athletes with XY
chromosomes from competing in
women's events when she was
disqualificd hours before her gold-
medal bout in New Delhi last vear.

Add lly, Bouchra Rebihi, a
17-vear-old who dreams of tuming

the  pro.scomed Khel SAVETS,
“I know Imane Khelif' as the
champion of Algeria many times,

the champion of Africa as well, and

' I, Ithad Center Blue Area, Islamabad. Printer Sargodha,
3rd Floor, Handicraft Building, Abdullal Haroon Roead, Karachi.



